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More than 200,000 music fans and
megastars Paul McCartney, Billie
Eilish and Kendrick Lamar

descend on the English countryside this
week as Glastonbury Festival returns
after a three-year hiatus. The coronavirus
pandemic forced organizers to cancel the
last two yearsʼ events, and those going
this year face an arduous journey battling
three days of major rail strikes across the
country.

Doors open at Worthy Farm in
Somerset, southwest England, on
Wednesday, with acts on the main stages
beginning on Friday. Planned walk-outs
by train staff, including on Thursday and

Saturday, threaten disruption for those
heading to the remote site. Ticket holders
will also be keeping a close eye on the
weather forecast, hoping that current pre-
dictions for a largely dry event hold true
and that the site does not turn into a mud
bath.

Headliners on the main Pyramid Stage
include former Beatle McCartney, US
singer Eilish and rapper Lamar. Other
big-name performers on the bill are soul
legend Diana Ross, Led Zeppelin front-
man Robert Plant, New Zealand singer-
songwriter Lorde and electro-pop duo Pet
Shop Boys. Dairy farmer Michael Eavis
first organized the festival in 1970, the

day after Jimi Hendrix died, and fans who
came to see acts including Marc Bolan
and Al Stewart paid £1 each for entry and
received free milk from the farm. The fes-
tival was held intermittently in the 1970s
and it wasnʼt until the 1990s that it really
began to acquire its current status.

Cultural power 
Glastonbury was due to celebrate its

50th anniversary in 2020, but those plans
were put on hold by the pandemic. A vir-
tual event was held last year, with
Coldplay performing from the site, but it
was marred by technical issues. Despite
being firmly in middle age, the festival still

has huge cultural power and moments of
controversy.

A successful headline spot can cata-
pult bands to superstardom. Legendary
performances from Radiohead in 1997,
Coldplay in 2002 and Muse in 2004
helped elevate them to their current
heights. There was controversy in 2008
when rapper Jay-Z was given a headline
slot, but the doubts were dispelled after
he delivered one of the most memorable
sets ever. The festival has had its darker
moments, with 235 people arrested in
1990 after travelers started fighting with
police. Integral to the festivalʼs develop-
ment was the late Arabella Churchill,

granddaughter of Winston Churchill, who
set up and then ran the Theatre and
Circus fields.

As a result, the festival developed a
diverse reputation and the 900-acre
(360-hectare) site now encompasses
various thematic areas. McCartney, who
turned 80 on Saturday, will becomes the
oldest headliner to play at the festival
when he performs the coveted Saturday
night slot. Other acts include Oasis star
Noel Gallagher, US pop-rockers Haim,
electro pioneer Herbie Hancock and vet-
eran Australian indie band Crowded
House. — AFP

On the outskirts of Vienna, farmer
Andreas Gugumuck tosses some
extra cereal to thousands of snails

inching over planks and lush greenery. Far
from being pests, the slow-moving mol-
luscs have become his main produce. “It
started as a joke,” said 48-year-old
Gugumuck, a former computer scientist
who now raises more than 300,000 snails
annually in an effort to resurrect a lost culi-
nary tradition of the Habsburg empire.

Twelve years ago, an article featuring a
renowned Vienna chef serving snails
piqued his interest. After some research
and poring over old cookbooks, he “found
out that Vienna was a real snail capital”.

Back when this predominantly Catholic
country strictly observed religious holidays,
wealthy priests and monks were forced to
give up meat during Lent and other reli-
gious holidays-and found snails to be a
worthy, less sinful substitute. In the 19th
century, snails gained popularity across the
city of Vienna, with a market in the center
serving them deep fried, sprinkled with
sugar, or with a side of cabbage or bacon.
Though France is well-known for its garlic
and butter escargots, in Vienna, snails
used to be so popular they were shipped
down the Danube by the barrel load.

ʻItʼs a great tasteʼ 
In Gugumuckʼs restaurant next to his

farm, he now serves snails in risottos
and on pizzas, stuffed in dumplings, with
sausages, as “snail and chips”, and
even in sweet cinnamon buns. Making it
in the snail business wasnʼt easy, he
said. He recalled how chefs around the
city initially turned their noses up, think-
ing diners would steer clear of intimidat-
ing invertebrates.

But Gugumuck started setting up
events and guided tours at his snail farm to
re-establish the tradition, and today, some
of those chefs look enviously at the small
bourgeoning enterprise which, Gugumuck
said, is fully booked eight weeks in
advance. Greater awareness of meat-eat-
ingʼs environmental impact has also
helped boost business, Gugumuck
believes. Snails need little space, water or
food, but he said they are packed with four
times as much protein as beef, making
them “a real future food”.

For the most part, Gugumuckʼs cus-
tomers are pleasantly surprised. “Itʼs a
great taste-you have to try it,” said Patrick
Filzmaier, a 33-year-old bank employee
who attended a wine tasting at the farm,
complete with electro music. He likened the
flavor to nuts, meat, and baked goods. “Itʼs
small but it fills you up,” he said. — AFP

South Africa’s 
latest hot  export 
to China? Donkeys

Chinese demand for traditional medi-
cines has sent poachers hunting for
African animals from rhinos to pan-

golins. Now a humbler creature is threat-
ened: donkeys. Once prized by emperors,
a gelatin called ejiao-made from donkey
skins-is increasingly sought after by
Chinaʼs middle class.

The health benefits are believed simi-
lar to products derived from rhino horns,
from working as a blood thinner to acting

as an aphrodisiac, which could ease
pressure on endangered rhinos. But as
in countries from Burkina Faso to Kenya,
South Africa is now seeing its donkey
population plunge, threatening other
businesses that make soaps and creams
from donkey milk.

“In South Africa we have seen a rapid
decline of the donkey population due to
illegal slaughter to supply the Chinese

skin trade,” said Jesse Christelis, co-
founder of the Donkey Dairy. A recent
study by researchers from the University
of South Africa showed the donkey popu-
lation shrank from 210,000 in 1996 to
about 146,000 in 2019.

The shrinking supply has sent prices
soaring. According to Christelis, a donkey
would fetch about $30 at auction five
years ago. Now they cost about $125
each. That is still a relative bargain in
China where donkey hides that sold for
$473 in 2018 now sell for $1,160.

The ejiao produced from them can sell
for up to $360 per kilogram. South Africa
legally exports about 10,500 donkey hides
to China every year, but the real quantity
is believed much higher as smugglers
have tapped into the trade. “This year, we
intercepted two loads of donkeys that
were going to Lesotho,” said Grace De

Lange of the National Council of Societies
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Donkey rustlers 
“On our farm there has been a big

focus to go look for donkeys that have
been placed in places of misery and we
actually buy them out,” he told AFP. “We
sit often on most of the auctions whether it
is online or a physical auction to out bid

the kill-buyers who supply the trade with
donkey skins.”

Theft of donkeys also hits small farm-
ers who need the animals to transport
their produce. “Stock theft units need to
be more proactive,” said Ashley Ness, an
inspector at the Highveld Horse Care
Unit, an equine welfare agency situated
on the outskirts of Johannesburg.

“Instead of taking action after the
cause, they should take leads from vil-
lages that get approached by suspicious
agents.” The top agriculture official in the
North West province, Manketsi Tlhape,
said they are “investigating all the report-
ed incidents”.

However, donkey farmers like
Christelis have limited options to protect
their herd from thieves. “We have elec-
tric fences, alarms and our donkeys are
also micro chipped in case they get
stolen,” he said.

Donkey Dairy 
There is scant information on the size

of the ejiao market, but the Britain-based
animal welfare group Donkey Sanctuary
estimated that in 2019 China needed five
million skins to supply to the trade. In con-
trast, the market for products using don-
key milk is still in its infancy. The size of
the global donkey milk market is projected
to reach just $16 million by 2026.

South Africa has two donkey dairies,
but they may not be viable if prices for
the animals keep rising. Kenya banned
donkey slaughter in 2020, after the pop-
ulations there plunged due to the skin
trade. Donkey milk is believed to contain
antioxidant, antimicrobial and antidiabet-
ic properties.

“I think the donkey skin trade is defi-
nitely a threat to donkey dairies in South
Africa and across Africa,” said Christelis,
who owns 116 donkeys at his farm. “The
increased demand for donkey milk is
mainly from people suffering from
eczema, psoriasis,” he said. “Seeing the
donkey population being depleted, we
donʼt know if the demand for donkey milk
will be met.”— AFP

In this file photo taken in 1964 English band The Beatles (from left to right) John Lennon, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and George Harrison are pictured during a
press conference in London. — AFP photos

In this file photo British musician Paul McCartney performs during a con-
cert as part of his One on One tour at the Hollywood Casino Amphitheatre
in Tinley Park, Illinois.

A chef presents a snail skewer at the
“Wiener Schnecken” snail farm owned by
breeder Andreas Gugumuck in Vienna.

Snails are pictured at the “Wiener
Schnecken” snail farm owned by breeder
Andreas Gugumuck in Vienna.

Snails are pictured at the “Wiener
Schnecken” snail farm owned by breeder
Andreas Gugumuck in Vienna.

Snail breeder Andreas Gugumuck sorts
snails in a basket at his “Wiener Schnecken”
snail farm in Vienna. — AFP photos

Jesse Christelis, 27, owner
of the Donkey Dairy Farm
in Magaliesburg, plays with
some of his animals.

This aerial view shot in Magaliesburg shows a
group of donkey at the Donkey Dairy Farm.


