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Political groups, former MPs,  
hail Amir’s historical address

Opposition MPs call off strike, urge to respect polls
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait political groups, former MPs and 
activists yesterday hailed Amir’s national address as 
historical and unprecedented, stressing that it has 
renewed the constitutional charter between the polit-
ical leadership and the people. In the address deliv-
ered on his behalf by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, he announced that he 
has decided to dissolve the National Assembly and 
called for fresh polls to let the people elect their rep-
resentatives. 

The Crown Prince also said that a decree will be 
issued “within months” to dissolve the Assembly and 
called for snap polls, assuring the Kuwaiti people that 
the government will not interfere in the general elec-
tions and the election of the Assembly Speaker. The 
Islamic Salaf Alliance welcomed the speech, saying 
that the Amir’s announcement that the political lead-
ership will not interfere in the election “is a proof that 
a new era” has started, in which the people are given 
full freedom to elect their representatives. 

The nationalist Popular Action Movement said the 
address means a “renewal of the (constitutional) 

charter between the political leadership and the 
Kuwaiti people”. The Islamic Constitutional 
Movement said the speech has ended a “state of 
political deadlock” which will also put an end to a 
state of total political paralysis. The liberal National 
Democratic Alliance said the speech came to put an 
end to “political chaos, anxiety and despair experi-
enced by the Kuwaiti citizens”.  

Former prominent opposition lawmaker Faisal 
Al-Muslim said the announcement of non-interfer-
ence in the elections is a “historical precedence”. 
Speaking at a rally by the opposition, Muslim called 

for appointing a new prime minister and for com-
pleting the “issue of pardon” for political activists. 
He also invited the Kuwaiti people and all opposi-
tion figures for a dinner banquet on Saturday to 
celebrate the occasion. 

In another development, about 20 opposition MPs 
who were on strike inside the Assembly building 
since June 14, yesterday called off their strike and 
warmly welcomed the Amir’s address, saying it draws 
“the path for a bright political future” under which 
the relations of the legislature and the government 
will be balanced.

YOGYAKARTA: The global food crisis sparked by 
the war in Ukraine will kill millions by leaving the 
hungriest more vulnerable to infectious diseases, 
potentially triggering the world’s next health catas-
trophe, the head of a major aid organization has 
warned. A Russian naval blockade of Ukraine’s 
Black Sea ports has stopped grain shipments from 
the world’s fourth-largest exporter of wheat and 
corn, raising the specter of shortages and hunger in 
low-income countries. 

The knock-on effects of the food shortages mean 
many will die not only of starvation but from having 
weaker defenses against infectious diseases due to 
bad nutrition, Peter Sands, executive director of the 
Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
told AFP this week.  

“I think we’ve probably already begun our next 
health crisis. It’s not a new pathogen but it means peo-
ple who are poorly nourished will be more vulnerable 
to the existing diseases,” he said in an interview on the 
sidelines of a G20 health minister meeting in the 
Indonesian city of Yogyakarta. “I think the combined 
impact of infectious diseases and the food shortages 
and the energy crisis... we can be talking about mil-
lions of extra deaths because of this,” he said. 

Continued on Page 6 

Global food crisis  
‘will kill millions’ 

KYIV: A girl visits the photo exhibition ‘The war is not over’ opened in the 
Taras Shevchenko park in Kyiv on June 23, 2022, amid Russia invasion of 
Ukraine. —  AFP 

KUWAIT: Officials from Kuwait University, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and PACE engineering and architectural consul-
tancy firm pose for a group picture after signing the agreement. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait University (KU), 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), PACE engineering 
and architectural consultancy firm on 
Thursday signed a letter of Intent 
(LOI) on joint humanitarian projects. 

UNHCR representative in Kuwait 
Nisreen Rubaian said in a joint press 
conference that the LOI was a starting 
point for cooperation for the involved 
parties. The UNHCR was glad for the 
partnership with the private, charitable, 
and academic sector in Kuwait, which 
reflect the pure intention of the 
Kuwaiti people and the youth in this 
country. — KUNA (See Page 2) 

KU, UNHCR,  
PACE ink LOI 

By Ahmad Jabr 
 
KUWAIT: The Appeals Court overruled a crim-
inal court ruling which had sentenced the sus-
pect in the killing of Kuwaiti citizen Farah Akbar 
to death, and sentenced him to life in prison 
instead. The suspect’s defense denied premedi-
tated murder intent in the case that rocked the 
Kuwaiti society. The suspect had pled not guilty 
to charges of kidnap and murder after he was 
accused of abducting the victim in Sabah Al-
Salem and stabbing her to death. Akbar’s family 
said in a statement that they plan to challenge 
the ruling and demand capital punishment 
against the suspect. 

The Appeals Court ruling reignited debate 
about women’s rights in Kuwait and their pro-
tection from abuse. Kuwaiti writer Muna Al-
Shammari said the ruling proves that “the social 
system is stronger than law, that women’s lives 
are cheap, their rights can be violated and that 
family and honor are what determines women’s 
fate.” Shammari also mentioned an incident in 
which a high school student was reportedly 

Continued on Page 6 

Court overrules 
murder suspect  
death sentence

RIYADH: Safi, a 26-year-old Saudi physician, poses for a photo with her short 
hair near the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in the centre of Riyadh. — AFP 

RIYADH: When Saudi doctor Safi 
took a new job at a hospital in the 
capital, she decided to offset her 
standard white lab coat with a look 
she once would have considered dra-
matic. Walking into a Riyadh salon, 
she ordered the hairdresser to chop 
her long, wavy locks all the way up to 
her neck, a style increasingly in vogue 
among working women in the conser-
vative kingdom. 

The haircut-known locally by the 
English word “boy”-has become 

strikingly visible on the streets of the 
capital, and not just because women 
are no longer required to wear hijab 
headscarves under social reforms 
pushed by Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s de facto 
ruler. As more women join the work-
force, a central plank of government 
efforts to remake the Saudi economy, 
many describe the “boy” cut as a 
practical, professional alternative to 
the longer styles they might have 
preferred in their pre-working days. 

For Safi, who asked to be identified 
by a pseudonym to preserve her 
anonymity, the look also serves as a 
form of protection from unwanted 
male attention, allowing her to focus 
on her patients. “People like to see 
femininity in a woman’s appearance,” 
she said.  — AFP (See Page 13) 

Saudi working  
women embrace  
cropped locks 

ISTANBUL: Turkey has detained eight people 
allegedly working for an Iranian intelligence cell that 
planned to assassinate Zionist tourists in Istanbul, local 
media reported Thursday. The eight, who were not all 
Iranian nationals, were detained in a raid last week in 
three houses in Istanbul’s popular Beyoglu district, the 
private IHA news agency reported. 

Zionist entity last week urged its citizens to leave 
Turkey immediately because of “possible” threats 
from Iranian operatives. Iran and Zionist have been 
engaged in a years-long shadow war but tensions 
have ratcheted up following a string of high-profile 
incidents Tehran has blamed Zionist entity. 

The Islamic republic claimed Zionist entity was 
responsible for the killing of Revolutionary Guards 
Colonel Sayyad Khodai in his Tehran home on May 
22. IHA said Iran sent agents disguised as business-
men, tourists and students to Istanbul to assassinate 
Zionists in retaliation for Khodai’s murder and other 
attacks. It said the Iranians had split into four 

groups of two assassins who could better track their 
Zionist targets. 

“The hitmen in the assassination team, who settled 
in two separate rooms on the second and fourth floors 
of a hotel in Beyoglu, were (detained) with a large 
number of weapons and ammunition,” IHA said. The 
reported detentions are likely to come up during a 
visit to Ankara later on Thursday by Zionist Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid, who is expected to  take charge 
as prime minister of a caretaker government in coming 
days. Turkey’s relations with Zionists have been 
improving after years of tensions and tourism is cen-
tral to the two countries’ economic ties. — AFP  

Turkey busts Iranian  
cell targeting tourists
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By Majd Othman 
 
KUWAIT: According to Kuwait’s Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, there was a decline in the number of 
micro, small and medium enterprises after the pan-
demic. Before the pandemic, the number of regis-
tered businesses reached around 25,000 licenses 
under the third chapter of Kuwaiti labor law, and a 
total of 45,000 companies in Kuwait under the third 
and fifth chapter of Kuwaiti labor law. Kuwait Times 
spoke with Mohammad Bader Al-Jouan, a Member 
of the Board of Directors of the Kuwait Economic 
Society about the obstacles facing small and medi-
um entrepreneurs. 

Regarding the challenges that face entrepre-
neurs, Jouan said that there is a lack in Kuwait’s law 
and legislation related to small and medium busi-
nesses that motivate entrepreneurs economically, 
while there were no solutions for the obstacle they 
face. “Small enterprises are an essential building 
block in any sustainable economy, while the interna-
tional economy relies on business sponsorship and 
development,” he said. “For example, in the United 
States, entrepreneurship contributes to 50 percent 
of the gross domestic product, while this sector in 
South Korea employs more than 80 percent of its 
population, unlike Kuwait’s business culture that 
depends on financial support only.” 

Jouan pointed out that small and medium busi-
nesses around the world have the opportunity to 

develop and grow, and to become international 
companies that provide job opportunities for their 
citizens. Meanwhile, enterprises in Kuwait struggle 
to grow due to local legislations, while the govern-
ment in Kuwait fights every year to provide 98,000 
vacancies in its public sector. 

 
Obstacles to growth 

Regarding the main legislations that hinder the 
growth of small enterprises in Kuwait, Jouan 
stressed the confusion in decisions that Kuwait is 

experiencing. “The Financial Security Law that was 
approved by the government in 2021 during the 
pandemic to protect the small and medium enter-
prises has not entered into force,” he said. 
“Meanwhile, the government has supported busi-
nesses that are in the shadow of the National Fund 
for Small and Medium Enterprises Development, 
although most outstanding businesses that deserve 

financial support are not related to the fund.” 
“More than 1,900 entrepreneurs’ requests have 

been submitted to benefit from the Financial 
Security Law, and less than one percent have suc-
ceeded to take advantage of it,” he noted. “This is 
due to the unmotivating regulations such as having 
banks bear the cost of borrowing for businesses, 
while the government only covers 80 percent of the 
borrowing amount, which is not suitable for banks 
and entrepreneurs alike.”  

As for the reasons for the importance of support-
ing small businesses despite their weak contribution 
to the gross of the national product, Jouan said that 
“some of segments of society believe that due to the 
lack of added value of enterprisers in contributing in 
the gross of the national product and not being a 
part of the recruitment process of the national labors, 
these kind of enterprises should not be supported. 
Therefore, they have deliberately been ignored, 
especially the consumer and luxury sectors.” 

He continued, “these reasons are not accurate 
at all levels. The current rentier economy has 
affected the business culture in Kuwait. There is a 
three percent of national GDP that enterprisers 
contribute directly with, and this ratio shows the 
enterprises’ importance when we compare it with 
the four percent that communications and telecom 
companies contribute to the GDP. Not to mention, 
medium and small business has left a mark on 
GCC and Arab countries which contribute indi-
rectly to Kuwait’s GDP.” 

“Kuwait has laws that benefit the small and medi-
um business entrepreneurs; however, they must be 
activated to create a healthy business environment, 
even if the government did not provide any financial 
support for them,” Jouan said. “The entrepreneurs 
need to grow their business.” 

In Kuwait, several successful enterprises have 
lost their businesses due to the weak laws that 
protect their intellectual property. Regarding that, 
Jouan stressed that every new business should 
have its lawyer to protect its rights. Al-Jouan told 
Kuwait Times that the Kuwait Economic Society 
has proposed a draft law to the Capital Markets 
Authority (CMA) to provide unconventional sup-
port to small and medium enterprises through 
crowdfunding platforms, adding that it is expected 
to be approved soon.  

Kuwait laws fail to provide SME entrepreneurs 
with financial motivation: Economist 

Small and medium enterprises suffered decline due to pandemic

Less than 1% 
benefited from 
financial  
security law

Mohammad Al-Jouan

KUWAIT: Kuwait University (KU), the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), the PACE engineering and architectur-
al consultancy firm signed on Thursday a letter of 
Intent (LOI) on joint humanitarian projects. The 
signing of the LOI occurred at the United Nations 
House in Mishref. UNHCR representative in 
Kuwait Nisreen Rubaian said in a joint press con-
ference that the LOI was a starting point for 
cooperation for the involved parties. The UNHCR 
was glad for the partnership with the private, 
charitable, and academic sector in Kuwait, which 
reflect the pure intention of the Kuwaiti people 
and the youth in this country. 

Now that the number of refugees and dis-
placed persons around the world had surpassed 
100 million people, it was paramount for all 
organizations, communities and global citizens 
to act together for the betterment of the world, 
she added. Meanwhile, head of the college of 
architecture at KU Dr Sheikha Al-Mubaraki that 
the LOI was an important document aimed at 
bolstering the trilateral parties’ efforts to serve 
refugees. Those studying architecture are keen 
on contributing to humanitarian efforts and aid 
directed towards the refugees. Similarly, PACE’s 
CEO Tarek Shuaib indicated that the firm was 
eager to provide its expertise for entities or 
individuals involved in refugees’ rel ief . He 
affirmed that the firm was eager to be part of 
Kuwait’s humanitarian reach whether through 
awareness campaigns or actual architectural 
efforts. —  KUNA 

KU, UNHCR, engineering 
firm sign agreement on 
humanitarian projects

KUWAIT: Officials speak during the press conference to announce the deal. — KUNA photos

UNHCR representative in Kuwait Nisreen Rubaian 
speaks during the press conference.

Head of the college of architecture at KU Dr Sheikha 
Al-Mubaraki addresses the conference.

PACE’s CEO Tarek Shuaib delivers his statement.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi 
George held a meeting with Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, First  Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, and 

discussed wide range of topics including 
bilateral ties, ways of enhancing cooperation 
in various fields and matters related to Indians 
in Kuwait. 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: To ensure that the labor law (No 
6/2010) is followed accordingly, the Public 
Authority of Manpower (PAM) officials conducted 
inspection raids on different institutions and work-
places in Jahra governorate. Inspectors targeted 
those who are violating the labor law - and issued 
several violation notices. PAM urged employers and 
companies to respect and abide by the Kuwait labor 
law and to stop hiring minors. 

 
Suspects prosecuted 

In other news, Social Affairs Ministry undersec-
retary Abdelaziz Shuaib said that the suspects 
linked to six special contracts have been referred to 
the Public Prosecution over suspicion of fraud. The 
referral was made based on a report by the commit-
tee reviewing computer contracts at the ministry 
following the instructions of Social Affairs and 
Social Development minister Mubarak Al-Arou. 

Manpower authority 
raids workplaces

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force inspectors closed 18 facilities during recent crackdowns around Kuwait to check compliance with fire safety regulations.
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KUWAIT: A ministerial committee has begun pro-
cedures to prepare a clear framework for work 
environment in the northern economic zone as it 
awaits a new government, following the National 
Assembly elections in few months. Official sources 
said the 15 government entities that are members of 
the committee must complete their job in the next 
nine months before the new 2023-2024 budget 
which starts by April 2023.  

There should be practical mechanisms to estab-
lish an economic zone in northern Kuwait - with a 
legal investment structure. The sources said that the 
work plan targets 2025 as a date to implement the 
economic zone project, adding that the government 
will create an Authority (in 2025) which will be 
named the Northern Economic Zone Authority. 

Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf has wel-
comed the planned meeting between GCC com-
merce ministers and UK International Trade 
Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan in Riyadh on 
Wednesday. In a press statement, the GCC chief 
stated that the GCC states are interested in bolster-
ing economic and trade cooperation with the United 
Kingdom. He admired the constructive moves taken 
by both sides to achieve this goal since their latest 
meeting in London last October. Al-Hajraf noted 
that they have discussed during this meeting signing 
a joint free trade agreement to signal a new mile-
stone in GCC-UK relations.   

 
Labor ban mulled 

In other news, Kuwait government is studying a 
proposal to ban all types of visas given to expatri-
ates from 10 countries, mostly African, because they 

do not have embassies in Kuwait, local media 
reported. Kuwait’s Interior Ministry is currently 
considering banning all types of visas to citizens of 
10 countries, including seven African states: 
Madagascar, Ghana, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Benin, 
Mali and Congo. 

The three other non-African countries have not 
been identified. According to an Arabic daily report, 
these countries do not have embassies in Kuwait 
although there are thousands of their citizens work-

ing in the country, making the deportation of viola-
tors and those involved in crimes difficult. Sources 
said the deportation of convicted expatriate resi-
dents from the 10 countries is very complex and 
time-consuming process - posing a threat to the 
country’s security. 

Another reason is that there are no direct flights 
between Kuwait and these countries. Local media 
indicated that some violators from these countries 
deliberately conceal or destroy their passports, 

making it difficult for security services because 
there are no embassies in Kuwait where they can 
get travel documents issued for the deported peo-
ple to be able to leave the country. 

Many convicted people from the 10 countries 
have been in jail for long time because they 
destroyed their documents. Kuwait resorted to the 
embassies of their countries in Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE to get their official documents issued in order 
to deport them. — Agencies 

Kuwait prepares framework 
for northern economic zone

Plans target 2025 as the year to launch ambitious project

KUWAIT: An artist’s rendition of the Silk City, one of the main future projects set for Kuwait’s northern economic zone development plans. — KUNA

Fifteen state 
departments 
work on 
 structure

KUWAIT: Kuwait has reportedly appointed Jasem Al-
Budaiwi as its new ambassador to the United States, 
succeeding outgoing envoy Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah. 
Budaiwi was most recently Kuwait’s ambassador to 
Belgium, the European Union and NATO. Meanwhile, 
Kuwait’s long-time Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Mansour Al-Otaibi is reportedly mov-
ing to become the Gulf state’s envoy in Russia, while he 
is set to be replaced at the UN by Nasser Al-Heen. 

Jasem Al-Budaiwi 
to become Kuwait’s 
new ambassador to US

Jasem Al-Budaiwi Mansour Al-Otaibi

KUWAIT: Indian embassy celebrated the 8th 
International Day of Yoga (IDY) at the iconic Red 
sandstone building of the Embassy. Delivering the 
inaugural remarks, Ambassador of India to Kuwait  
Sibi George highlighted the importance of Yoga. He 
said that the Yoga is a product of Indian civilization 
and is an invaluable gift of ancient India to the world.  

The ambassador said that Yoga is not a religion; it 
is a way of life that aims towards a healthy mind in a 
healthy body. “Yoga does not discriminate, all people 
can practice it regardless of your strength, age or 
ability. Yoga has the innate power to connect people 
and societies,” the ambassador said, adding that 
Yoga transcends boundaries and brings everyone 
together and in its true essence is a unifying force.  

The main IDY 2022 event was held at Mysore in 
Karnataka - led by India Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. He quoted Prime Minister’s remarks “Yoga 
brings peace for us. The peace from Yoga is not 
merely for individuals. Yoga brings peace to our soci-
ety. Yoga brings peace to our nations and the world. 
And Yoga brings peace to our universe”. The cele-
brations in Kuwait were part of ‘The Guardian Ring’ 
program of the government of India which was a 
relay Yoga streaming event which captured and 
weaved together digital feeds of IDY programs 
organized by Indian missions and embassies abroad. 
It showcased the IDY celebrations in 75 countries 
from East to West, with the movement of Sun, cover-
ing 16 time zones.  

Indian embassy had been organizing various 
events, online and offline, in the run up to the IDY 
since last two months which included regular Yoga 
classes and sessions. During the celebrations, a yoga 
session was held - including Natya and Hatha Yoga -  
followed by a session of Common Yoga Protocol, 
which was telecasted live all over the world and live 
performance of Kalaripayattu - the ancient martial 
art form of India.  

During the event, the ambassador launched the 
special edition of Ayush Bulletin and also inaugurated 
an Herbal Plants Exhibition - displaying the medi-
cines from Indian Home Gardens and an Ayurveda 
Exhibition showcasing the daily Indian spices and 
herbs. There was also a Tea Tasting Event - bringing 
to Kuwait the aroma of Indian Tea-World’s Gold 
Standard. The event witnessed enthusiastic response 
with physical participation of more than 500 people 
from different walks of life including foreign diplo-
mats, persons from media fraternity, Indian Diaspora 
and Friends of India in Kuwait. 

Indian envoy highlights  
the importance of yoga
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Al-Hamra Tower and other high-rise buildings in Kuwait City. —Photo by Tasneem Aliasgar Paliwala
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News in brief

Kuwait strongly condems
terror attacks in Mali

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait strongly con-
demned and denounced the acts of violence
and terror occurring in Mali, which led to the
deaths of scores of innocent people. A state-
ment by the Foreign Ministry on Thursday
reflected the State of Kuwait’s fundamental
and unwavering stance against violence and
terrorism. The ministry extended its condo-
lences towards the people and government of
Mali, expressing wishes of solace for the fami-
lies of the victims and a speedy recovery for
those wounded in the attacks. 

GCC, UK commence talks
for free trade agreement

RIYADH: The Gulf  Cooperat ion Counci l
(GCC) Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf
and UK International Trade Secretary Anne-
Marie Trevelyan announced on Wednesday the
launch of negotiations for a free trade agree-
ment between the regional  b loc and the
European island nation. In a press statement
by the GCC General  Secretar iat  on
Wednesday, Hajraf underlined the significance
of the move which demonstrates a common
desire to strengthen strategic ties that serve
both sides’ interests. The announcement was
made following a meeting between GCC com-
merce ministers and UK Secretary Trevelyan
at the Saudi capital, Riyadh. Kuwait was rep-
resented at  the meet ing by Minister  of
Commerce and Industry Fahad Al-Shareaan.

Kuwait oil dips by
$5.16 to $110.96 pb

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil plunged by
$5.16 to $110.96 per barrel on Wednesday,
compared with $116.12 pb a day earlier, said
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) on
Thursday. Globally, Brent crude plummeted by
$2.91 to $111 .74 pb, as  the West  Texas
Intermediate crude fell by $3.33 to $106.19 pb. 

DUBAI: Veterinarians are called in to inspect the
sheep at an abattoir ahead of one of Islam’s major hol-
idays in Dubai, where the municipality is encouraging
residents to use smart apps to order the sacrificial ani-
mals. Muslims during Eid Al-Adha, which falls in July
this year to mark the end of the hajj pilgrimage season,
traditionally buy a whole sheep to be slaughtered and
distributed among friends, family and the poor.
Demand, however, is all-year round in the Muslim emi-
rate, with mask-clad workers at the abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area—one of many in Dubai—seen
slicing and cleaning the meat for delivery or pick-up.

To avoid overcrowding at the facility during the
Eid, Dubai officials have urged people to use smart
apps to make their orders, as the emirate witnesses a
new wave of coronavirus infections. Through the
apps, residents can put in their orders for slaughter,
have it delivered or even distributed to local charities.

While such apps are not widely available in
Muslim countries, they have been used in some
countries such as Pakistan. Dubai, one of the seven
members of the United Arab Emirates, has seven

apps, said officials. Ali Al-Hamadi, director of public
health services at Dubai municipality, said deliveries
through the apps are made “within one or two
hours, saving people time and energy”.

“In the past two years, due to COVID-19, many
have resorted to using smart apps, as precautionary
measures are still needed, and we have to take that
into consideration,” he said. Fayez Al-Badr, in
charge of one of Dubai’s smart apps, said customers
can “order the type of slaughter, its age, and can,
through the app, pay and have it delivered in a
refrigerated van”.

The UAE warned earlier this month that people
must follow its anti-COVID measures including
wearing masks indoors or face heavy fines, after
cases more than doubled in a week. Muslims mark
Eid by buying sheep and goats to kill in the annual
ritual that stems from the story of the Prophet
Abraham (PBUH), commanded by God to slaughter
his beloved son Ishmael as a test of his faith. Sheep
are slaughtered, in reference to the lamb that God
provided for sacrifice instead of Ishmael. —AFP

Dubai urges use of smart
apps to order Eid sacrifices

KUWAIT: Mask-clad workers watch goats inside an enclosure at an abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area in the Gulf emirate of Dubai, on June 23, 2022.  —AFP photos A mask-clad worker carries a goat at an abattoir in Al-Qouz industrial area in Dubai.

Sheep are pictured inside an enclosure at an abattoir in Al-Qouz industrial area in
Dubai.

Mask-clad workers look on as a sheep is prepared for slaughter at an abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area in Dubai.

A mask-clad worker at an abattoir in Al-Qouz indus-
trial area in the Gulf emirate of Dubai, prepares
slaughtered animals for delivery or pick-up, on June
23, 2022. 

KJA hails Amir’s
‘historic’ speech
KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalist Association (KJA)
expressed its total agreement with the contents
of the speech of His
Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah,
which was delivered by
His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
about the political situ-
ation in the country,
through emphasis on the balanced relation that
links both the legislative and executive authori-
ties as mentioned in article 50 of the constitution.

“KJA appreciates the contents of this historic
speech, which confirmed, beyond any shadow of a
doubt, the keenness of the political leadership to
comply with the constitution, respect its articles,
protect the country’s safety and preserve unity of
its domestic front,” it said in a statement. KJA also
appreciates what was mentioned in the speech
about the necessity to deal with the failures of
both authorities that lead to political crisis in the
country and halted many of the development proj-
ects. “The Kuwait journalism community prays to
Allah Almighty to protect Kuwait, His Highness the
Amir and His Highness Crown Prince, and help
them lead the country and its people to a better
future,” the statement concludes.  



Trump bid to ‘corrupt’ 
Justice Department 
under spotlight
WASHINGTON: Lawmakers investigating last year’s
attack on the US Capitol were set Thursday to lay out
Donald Trump’s efforts to turn the Justice Department
into his “own personal” law firm in his bid to overturn
his presidential election defeat to Joe Biden.

At the fifth hearing into its year-long probe of the
violence, the House of Representatives panel will high-
light Trump’s attempts “to corrupt the country’s top
law enforcement body, the Justice Department, to sup-
port his attempt to overturn the election,” chairman
Bennie Thompson said. Lawmakers will revisit tensions
at the department the weekend before the January 6,
2021 insurrection, when Trump was faced with a revolt
as he tried to install his own man at the top of the
department. “We’ll look specifically at how the presi-
dent was trying to misuse the department to advance
his own agenda to stay in power at the end of his
term,” an aide to the committee said. “And we’ll look at
how that really is different from historical precedent
and how the president was using the DOJ for his own
personal means.”

The witnesses will be Jeffrey Rosen, an acting

attorney general in the dying days of the Trump
administration, his deputy Richard Donoghue and
Steven Engel, a former assistant attorney general for
the Office of Legal Counsel. Rosen took over the
department after Bill Barr resigned, but soon found
himself at the center of Trump’s efforts to undermine
confidence in the integrity of the election. Trump
began supporting a little-known mid-level department
official named Jeffrey Clark, who embraced the outgo-
ing president’s debunked theories of a stolen election.
Clark pushed colleagues to issue letters to multiple
states that Biden won, encouraging officials to consid-
er overturning their election results.

‘New streams of evidence’ 
Trump considered installing Clark as attorney general

over Rosen, and having Clark reverse the department’s
conclusion that there was no evidence of fraud that
could sway the election. But Trump was forced to back
off by a rebellion in the department’s senior ranks that
the committee said it would relive as it takes the public
“into the Oval Office” for the dramatic showdown.

In that January 4 meeting Rosen, Donoghue, Engel
and White House counsel Pat Cipollone threatened to
resign en masse, warning that they would take a raft of
top federal prosecutors with them, if Trump went
ahead with his plan. The panel says it will also reveal
how Trump sought to appoint an independent special
counsel to pursue his fraud claims, which was resisted
by the department. —AFP
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Russia inflicts ‘hell’ in eastern Donbas region
KYIV, Ukraine: EU leaders met in Brussels on
Thursday to discuss making Ukraine a candidate to
join the bloc, a “decisive” moment likely to infuriate
Russia as its forces battled stiff resistance to advance
in the embattled eastern Donbas region.

Western officials also denounced Moscow’s
“weaponising” of its key gas and grain exports, with a
US official warning of further retaliation measures at a
G7 summit in Germany starting Sunday.

Germany ratcheted up an emergency gas plan to its
second alert level, just one short of the maximum that
could require rationing in Europe’s largest economy
after Russia slashed its supplies.

“Gas is now a scarce commodity,” Economy
Minister Robert Habeck told reporters, urging house-
holds to cut back on use. In Ankara meanwhile, British
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss accused Russian President
Vladimir Putin of “weaponising hunger” by preventing
grain shipments from leaving Ukraine ports, raising the
spectre of shortages worldwide.

“We are very clear that this grain crisis is urgent,
that it needs to be solved within the next month.
Otherwise we could see devastating consequences,”
Truss said after talks with her Turkish counterpart
Mevlut Cavusoglu. Moscow and Ankara have negoti-

ated for weeks on getting millions of tonnes of desper-
ately needed grain out of the war zone and on to
Africa and the Middle East, so far to no avail.

The potential consequences for Ukraine’s allies
loomed large over the country’s EU candidate status
talks in Brussels, and the G7 and NATO meetings in
the following days. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said he had conducted a “telephone
marathon” ahead of the meeting, making his case to 11
European leaders on Wednesday alone. “This is a
decisive moment for the European Union, this is also a
geopolitical choice that we will make today,” EU coun-
cil president Charles Michel told journalists ahead of
the summit.

Russian gains 
While the European Commission-backed candidacy

is widely expected to be approved, some members
have been lukewarm about Ukraine’s status, and any
accession process is likely to take years if not decades.

On the ground in the Donbas, the situation was
becoming increasingly urgent as Russian forces tight-
ened their grip on the strategically important city of
Severodonetsk, as well as its twin city of Lysychansk
across the Donets river. Taking the two cities would

give Moscow control of the whole of Lugansk, allow-
ing Russia to press further into Donbas.

Britain’s defence ministry said some Ukrainian units
had probably withdrawn “to avoid being encircled” as

Russian troops advanced slowly but steadily toward
Lysychansk. “Russia’s improved performance in this
sector is likely a result of recent unit reinforcement
and heavy concentration of fire,” it said in its latest
intelligence update.

“The Russian army is... just destroying everything”
in Lysychansk, said Sergiy Gaiday, governor of the
Lugansk region. “It’s just hell out there,” after four
months of shelling in Severodonetsk, he wrote later,
vowing that “Our boys are holding their positions and

will continue to hold on as long as necessary.”

‘Only grannies left’ 
After being pushed back from Kyiv and other parts

of Ukraine in the initial weeks of the invasion launched
on February 24, Moscow is seeking to seize a vast
eastern swathe of the country. But daily bombard-
ments also continue elsewhere. The northeastern city
of Kharkiv near the Russian border was near empty on
Wednesday, AFP reporters said, a day after shelling by
Moscow’s forces killed five people there.

“Last night the building next to mine collapsed from
the bombardment while I was sleeping,” said Leyla
Shoydhry, a young woman in a park near the opera
house. Roman Pohuliay, a 19-year-old in a pink sweat-
shirt, said most residents had fled the city. “Only the
grannies are left,” he said.

Zelensky again pressed allies Wednesday for the
rapid supply of more arms, having earlier accused the
Russian army of “brutal and cynical” shelling in the
eastern Kharkiv region, where the governor said 15
people had been killed in a day. In the central city of
Zaporizhzhia, meanwhile, women were training to use
Kalashnikov assault rifles in urban combat as Russian
forces edged nearer.—AFP

‘Grain crisis 
is urgent’

BRUSSELS: Demonstrators gather outside the European Headquarters as they protest in support of Ukraine’s application for EU candidacy status during an EU-Western Balkans leaders’ meeting in Brussels on June 23, 2022. — AFP

Macron ‘compromise’ 
call meets opposition 
resistance
PARIS: France risked prolonged political deadlock
Thursday after opposition parties gave a frosty recep-
tion to President Emmanuel Macron’s call for “compro-
mises” to keep France governable after an indecisive
parliamentary election. Macron made his plea in an
address to the nation late Wednesday days after failing
to retain a majority in parliament, a setback that threat-
ens to cripple his ability to carry out his planned
reforms. His centrist alliance finished Sunday’s parlia-
mentary elections 44 seats short of a majority in the
National Assembly, as a new left-wing coalition and the
far right made major gains. The situation has called into
question Macron’s plans for reform in his second term
after his April presidential re-election-including a key
measure to raise the retirement age-and risks denting
his international stature.

Breaking three days of silence in the wake of the
elections, Macron ruled out a national unity government
but appeared upbeat on the chances for progress, even
if he did not offer any concrete solutions.

Macron said France’s political forces must “collec-
tively learn to govern and legislate differently” by build-
ing “compromises, additions and amendments but doing
so in complete transparency, for the sake of national
unity”. He indicated two possible ways forward-either a

formal coalition government deal with another party or
by “creating majorities bill-by-bill” in the parliament.

‘Back to the wall’ 
The main opposition parliamentary groups, feeling

triumphant after upsetting the president’s party, seemed
in no mood, however, to help out Macron whom they
accused of putting them on the spot. “He’s the one with
his back to the wall, not us,” said Socialist deputy
Valerie Rabault, whose party is part of the new leftist
NUPES alliance that enjoyed a surprise surge in the
vote. “If he tries to push through his programme without
an absolute majority he will be stuck,” she said. “He will
be responsible for paralysing France.” She demanded a
“course correction” by the government, notably in
favour of a higher minimum wage and of measures to
offset rising costs of living.

The conservative Republicans (LR) party, seen by
many as Macron’s most suitable potential ally, mean-
while rejected any formal coalition agreement, with LR
Senator Bruno Retailleau saying it would examine
Macron’s policies on a “case-by-case” basis.

The interim president of Marine Le Pen’s far-right
RN party, Jordan Bardella, said it was up to Macron to
“take the first step” by telling the opposition which
policies he was ready to back away from in exchange
for their support. Over the previous two days, Macron
had sounded out opposition leaders at the Elysee
Palace, meeting with Le Pen on Tuesday, while the
head of the NUPES alliance, hard-leftist Jean-Luc
Melenchon, sent lawmaker Adrien Quatennens to rep-
resent him.

Despite little obvious progress, Macron said
Wednesday the opposition were ready “to advance on
major topics” such as the cost of living, jobs, energy, cli-
mate and health”. 

‘No ultimatum’ 
Macron, who is attending an EU summit in Brussels

on Thursday and Friday, a G7 summit in Germany from
Sunday and a NATO summit in Madrid from Tuesday, in
his TV address appeared to give the opposition a 48-
hour deadline to make their positions clear.

But when questioned Thursday about the apparent
ultimatum, government spokeswoman Olivia Gregoire
insisted there was no such deadline. “Let me be very
clear this morning,” she told FranceInfo radio. “There is
no ultimatum, and no question of 48 hours.”

Instead, negotiations could take “several days,
maybe even several weeks, but certainly not 48 hours”,
she said. “The president is holding his hand out to all
those who want the country to move forward,” she said.
Talks would begin as soon as Macron returns from the
EU headquarters, she said. “We’re opening negotiations,
it’s the start of consensus and of compromise,” she said.
“An ultimatum would be the end.” — AFP

PARIS, France: President of the French centre-right
party Horizons and Mayor of Le Havre Edouard Philippe
(L) shakes hands with French President Emmanuel
Macron after their meeting at the presidential Elysee
Palace, in Paris, three days after France’s legislative
elections. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Members of the House Select Committee hearing to Investigate the January 6th Attack sit under a
screen showing former US President Donald Trump and an excerpt of a phone call he had with Georgia Secretary
of State Brad Raffensperger in the aftermath of the US Presidential Election. — AFP

EU weighs Ukraine candidacy 
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World governments should minimize the impact 

of the food crisis by providing frontline healthcare 
to their poorest communities, who will be the most 
vulnerable, said the British former banker who now 
heads the $4 billion fund. “That means focusing on 
primary healthcare so the healthcare that is deliv-
ered in the villages, in the communities. Hospitals 
are important but when you are faced with this kind 
of challenge, the most important thing is primary 
healthcare.” 

The battle to contain the spread of coronavirus 
has taken resources away from the fight against 
tuberculosis, which killed 1.5 million people in 2020, 
according to World Health Organization data . “It’s 
been a disaster for TB,” said Sands. “In 2020 you 

saw globally 1.5 million people less getting treated 
for TB and tragically that means several hundreds of 
thousands of people will die but also that those 
people will infect other people.” 

The health expert said solving the food crisis was 
now paramount in aiding the treatment of the 
world’s second-deadliest infectious disease. The 
West and Ukraine accuse Russia of trying to pres-
sure them into concessions by blockading vital 
grain exports to increase fears of global famine. 
Moscow has countered by saying that it is Western 
sanctions that are to blame for shortfalls in the 
Middle East and Africa. 

Germany will host a meeting on the crisis on 
Friday under the title “Uniting for Global Food 
Security”, with US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken among those attending. “It is the poor per-
son pandemic and because of that, it hasn’t attract-
ed the same amount of investment in research and 
development,” Sands said, referring to tuberculosis. 
“This is a tragedy because this is a disease we 
know how to prevent, how to cure, we know how to 
get rid of.” — AFP 

WAKEFIELD, United Kingdom: Britain’s belea-
guered Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Thursday 
he will not resign even if his ruling Conservatives 
lose two closely watched by-elections, including in 
a once-safe seat held by the party for more than a 
century. The Tories are tipped to lose the contests 
for the Westminster seats of Tiverton and Honiton in 
southwest England-a true blue heartland which has 
voted Conservative in every general election since 
the 1880s-and Wakefield in the north. 

The votes are being held after the constituencies’ 
former Tory MPs both resigned in disgrace.  

Tiverton and Honiton’s ex-lawmaker Neil Parish quit 
after admitting watching pornography on his phone 
in the House of Commons, while Wakefield’s Imran 
Ahmad Khan was jailed for sexually assaulting a 
teenage boy. 

The by-elections also follow months of scandals 
and setbacks that have severely dented the popu-
larity of Johnson and his party, and come just weeks 
after he narrowly survived an attempt by his own 
lawmakers to oust him as Tory leader and prime 
minister. The June 6 vote among Conservative MPs 
saw more than 40 percent of the parliamentary par-
ty desert Johnson, leaving him severely weakened 
and struggling to reset his turbulent tenure. 

As voters head to the polls the embattled UK 
leader is thousands of miles away attending a 
Commonwealth summit, from where he again insist-
ed quitting was not on his mind. “Are you crazy?” 

he replied to reporters travelling with him when 
asked if twin defeats Thursday could trigger his res-
ignation. “Governing parties generally do not win 
by-elections, particularly not in mid-term,” Johnson 
added. “I’m focused entirely on delivering on the 
agenda of this government.” 

 
‘Proven liar’  

Johnson has spent months fighting for his sur-
vival after a series of controversies including the 
“Partygate” saga led many Tories to question 
whether he should remain as leader. Various opinion 
polls have shown the public think he lied about 
COVID lockdown-breaking events at Downing 
Street and should resign. 

Even before the controversy erupted last 
December, the 58-year-old Brexit architect saw the 
loss of two once-safe seats in by-elections last year. 
He then scored dismally in May’s local elections. The 
latest potentially perilous polls opened Thursday at 
7 am (0600 GMT) and will close at 10 pm, with 
results expected in the early hours of Friday. 

The Conservatives won Tiverton and Honiton in 
2019 by more than 24,000 votes but looks set to 
switch hands following what its ex-MP Parish 
described as an indefensible moment of “total mad-
ness” watching porn in parliament. 

The small opposition Liberal Democrats are 
hopeful of success in rural Devon after overturning 
similarly large majorities in two other historically 
safe Tory seats in 2021. Wakefield, near Leeds, was 
one of dozens of so-called Labour “red wall” seats 
that Johnson took in 2019 on a promise to “get 
Brexit done” and address glaring regional economic 
inequalities. 

But it could now flip back due in part to 
Johnson’s waning popularity. Retired teacher Judy 
Froggat said local people wanted to give Johnson “a 
bloody nose”. “I’m quite incensed by a lot of the 
things that he’s done,” she told AFP after casting her 
ballot, branding the prime minister “a proven liar”. 

 
‘Disillusioned’  

The polls come with Britain gripped by 40-

year highs in inflation and a cost-of-living crisis 
that has seen prices soar for everyday essential 
such as energy, petrol and food. Strikes this 
week by railway workers-some of the biggest 
seen in Britain in decades-have added to the 
sense of crisis. 

But the Wakefield contest also comes with risks 
for Labour, which needs to secure such seats if it 
is to win the next general election due by 2024. 
Labour leader Keir Starmer, a sober-minded for-
mer lawyer who has been trying to rebuild the 
centre-left party after the shattering 2019 defeat, 
has been criticised for failing to connect with vot-
ers, particularly in its former heartlands. 

Anything less than a convincing win in 
Wakefield is likely to be seized upon by his critics 
as further evidence of his inability to complete the 
rebuild and return the party to power after 12 
years in opposition. 

Retired Wakefield resident Moretta Pullan, 79, 
said people were “disillusioned” with both of 
Britain’s main political parties, but Johnson was 
bearing the brunt of that. “So I think people are 
(at a) crossroads, really, as to who to vote for,” 
she told AFP. “We all put our hands up for Boris 
and thought he was going to be the most wonder-
ful leader we’ve ever had and lead us to the glory 
land, and he hasn’t.” — AFP

Johnson resolute as twin  
UK by-election losses loom

Tories are tipped to lose the contests for the Westminster seats 

LONDON: Handout photograph shows Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson reacting during the weekly Prime 
Minister’s Questions (PMQs) session in the House of Commons, in London. — AFP

Boris struggling 
 to reset his  
turbulent tenure

ROME: An American woman has been left fearing for 
her life in Malta after suffering what seemed like a 
miscarriage but being denied an abortion due to the 
country’s strict laws, her partner said Wednesday. 

“She’s terrified,” Jay Weeldreyer told AFP by tele-
phone from a hospital on the Mediterranean island 
nation where his partner Andrea Prudente has been 
admitted. “It feels like a cruel and unusual punishment 
is being levied upon an innocent woman.” 

The couple were on holiday on Malta when 

Prudente went to hospital with heavy bleeding in her 
16th week of pregnancy. The baby was okay, but a 
day or two later, her waters broke. 

Another ultrasound showed the placenta was par-
tially detached from the uterus, although the baby had 
a heartbeat, Weeldreyer said. They were told to come 
back in 48 hours, when another ultrasound confirmed 
“the water’s gone, the baby’s.. not going to survive”, 
despite still having a heartbeat. 

Due to Malta’s total ban on abortion, however, 
doctors will not intervene, Weeldreyer said, an 
account confirmed by a non-profit group who pub-
licised the case, Doctors for Choice. So the couple 
is waiting. 

“They’re waiting for the heartbeat to stop, they’re 
waiting for Andrea to miscarry, or they’re waiting for 
her to have a life-threatening infection,” he said. 

However, he fears she would not survive something 

like sepsis, saying: “They’re playing chicken with the 
death of the mother.” Their insurance company has 
been trying to fly them out of Malta to somewhere 
doctors would be prepared to intervene. 

But he says her risk of mid-air miscarriage and 
potential complications has left nobody willing to take 
them. “Maybe we’ll be able to receive some mercy or 
grace from Malta, that would be the best thing. 
Presuming that can’t happen, we’re hopeful that she 
survives the flight,” he said. 

Catholic-majority Malta is the only country in the 
European Union that completely bans abortion, even 
when the foetus has no chance of survival. 

A member of Doctors for Choice, general practi-
tioner Natalie Psaila, confirmed the details of the US 
couple’s case, citing medical notes.  

She told AFP that the foetus has “no chance of sur-
vival”, as there is no amniotic fluid left, but said for the 

mother, “this situation is very dangerous”. 
“If she deteriorates, the doctor will consider 

breaking the law (and risk four years of prison) and 
terminate the pregnancy.” The NGO fears a repeat of 
the 2012 death in Ireland of Savita Halappanavar, a 
31-year-old who died of sepsis after a miscarriage 
when she was denied a medical abortion. 

Her death outraged public opinion and led to a 
change in the law there. 

For Weeldreyer and Prudente, there is no good 
outcome from the situation. 

Hearing the baby’s heartbeat, “your heart kind of 
leaps because you’re happy that it’s still there, you 
think, what a little fighter,” Weeldreyer said. 

“Then the reality hits that it doesn’t matter how 
much of a fighter she is, she can’t win. “And in fact the 
longer that she keeps going, every day that goes by, 
she’s exposing her mum to really serious risk.” — AFP 

American woman left  
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 physically assaulted by her father and uncle out-

side her school in Kuwait as another example that 
proves her point. 

The criminal court in July 2021 sentenced the 
suspect to death after convicting him of the kidnap 
and murder of Farah Hamzah Akbar, a mother of 
two. The brutal killing of Akbar, 32, whose body was 
left outside a hospital on April 20, 2021 after she 
was snatched in broad daylight, sparked protests 
and calls for justice. 

The man, who had persisted in stalking Akbar 
despite several complaints to authorities, dragged 
her from a car during the holy month of Ramadan, 
according to investigations in the case. Akbar had 

previously filed two harassment complaints against 
the man who had proposed to her although she was 
already married. He had been arrested but was 
released on bail. The interior ministry said at the 
time of the murder that Akbar had been stabbed in 
the chest. The attacker was arrested shortly after-
wards and confessed to the crime, sparking calls for 
his execution. 

After the killing, some 200 people, including 
men, rallied to mourn the victim and demand 
tougher penalties for violence against women. 
Kuwaiti women are pushing the boundaries of their 
society, considered one of the most open in the 
Gulf. A law against harassment exists but discus-
sions about gender-based violence remain taboo. 

“Women in Kuwait demand protection from 
harassment, abuse and murder by providing them 
with shelters and laws that protect them,” Lulwa 
Saleh Al-Mulla, head of the Kuwaiti Women’s 
Cultural and Social Society, said following the origi-
nal verdict. “Farah’s (killing) was the straw that 
broke the camel’s back. Enough is enough.”

Court overrules 
murder suspect...

WASHINGTON: The wall separating church and 
state is one of the foundational principles of the 
United States. Sonia Sotomayor, one of three liberal 
justices on the Supreme Court, is accusing her con-
servative majority colleagues of tearing it down. 

Sotomayor did not mince words in a dissent to a 
ruling by the nine-member court this week that the 
state of Maine cannot deny public funds to reli-
gious schools. “There is nothing neutral about 
Maine’s program,” Chief Justice John Roberts 
wrote in an opinion joined by the other five con-
servative justices. 

“The State pays tuition for certain students at 
private schools-so long as the schools are not reli-
gious,” Roberts said. “That is discrimination against 
religion.” In a blistering dissent, Sotomayor, who was 
named to the court by Democratic president Barack 
Obama, wrote, “what a difference five years makes.” 

“In 2017, I feared that the Court was ‘leading us 
... to a place where separation of church and state is 
a constitutional slogan, not a constitutional commit-
ment,’” she said. “Today, the Court leads us to a 
place where separation of church and state 
becomes a constitutional violation.” 

Sotomayor ended her contribution with a point-
ed signoff. “With growing concern for where this 
Court will lead us next, I respectfully dissent,” she 
said. Zachary Heiden, chief counsel at the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Maine, said the court’s rul-
ing, which comes just days before a highly antici-
pated abortion rights decision, upended two 
decades of jurisprudence. 

“For over 20 years, every court that has heard a 
challenge to Maine’s law that prohibits public funding 
of religious education has upheld its constitutionali-
ty,” Heiden said. “But this Supreme Court has ren-
dered a decision completely contrary to the founding 
principle of separation of church and state.” 

 
Trump nominees  

Lia Epperson, a law professor at American 
University who joined an amicus brief in the case in 
support of Maine, said the ruling was significant. 
“This is the first time the court has explicitly 

required taxpayers to support something that is a 
specific religious activity-that is religious instruc-
tion,” Epperson said. 

Steven Schwinn, a law professor at the 
University of Illinois Chicago, said the decision was 
the latest by the Roberts court “on a long trajectory 
of expanding the roles of religion in public life.” 
“The court has not changed the underlying law,” 
Schwinn said. “It hasn’t gone so far as to overrule 
prior cases. 

“And yet it nevertheless has moved inexorably in 
the direction of not only inviting religion more into 
public life but really mandating religion more into 
public life.” “It’s done that incrementally,” he added. 
“You can agree or disagree with the direction the 
court is taking, it seems to me, but that the court is 
taking a direction is undeniable.” During his four 
years in the White House, president Donald Trump 
nominated three conservative justices, cementing a 
6-3 right-wing majority on the nation’s highest 
court. “If there was any question before there’s 
quite clearly a majority in favor of religion now,” 
Schwinn said. Epperson agreed. 

“We do have an increasingly religious and con-
servative court,” she said. “You will see that reflect-
ed in the decisions. “This is the most Catholic the 

Supreme Court has ever been in its history in terms 
of the justices,” she noted. 

Six of the nine justices are Catholic-Roberts, 
Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, Sotomayor, Brett 
Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett. Justices Elena 
Kagan and Stephen Breyer are Jewish while Justice 
Neil Gorsuch is Episcopalian. 

Ketanji Brown Jackson, who will be replacing the 
retiring Breyer next term, is Protestant. According 
to a Gallup survey, 22 percent of the American adult 
population identifies as Catholic and 45 percent as 
non-Catholic Christians. 

Two percent identify as Jewish and 21 percent 
say they have no formal religious identity. Kevin 
Welner, a professor specializing in educational 
policy and law at the University of Colorado 
Boulder, said the Maine ruling could have some 
potential pitfalls. 

“The example here is ‘Do we really want our 
government deciding which asserted religious 
beliefs are geniune?’” he said. “‘This is a legiti-
mate church. This is an illegitimate church.’” “You 
could end up with a situation where eventually the 
state is going to have to come in and say ‘That’s a 
religious belief that we’re going to honor and 
that’s not.’” — AFP

US court divided  
over church-state  
separation



YANGON: Ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu
Kyi remained in strong spirits after being trans-
ferred from house arrest to prison, a source with
knowledge of the case said Thursday, and would
“calmly” face her new solitary confinement. Since
being deposed in a coup last year, Suu Kyi had been
under house arrest at an undisclosed location in
Naypyidaw, accompanied by several domestic staff
and her dog, according to sources with knowledge
of the matter.

The Nobel laureate, 77, left those premises only
to attend hearings for her numerous trials in a junta
court that could see her handed a prison sentence
of more than 150 years. On Wednesday, she was
transferred from house arrest to “solitary confine-
ment in prison”, junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun said
in a statement. Her future
trial hearings would take
place inside a courtroom
within the prison com-
pound, he added.

Suu Kyi was in “strong
spirits” after the transfer,
a source with knowledge
of the case told AFP on
Thursday. “She acts like
before and is in strong
spirits,” said the source,
who requested anonymity.
“She is used to facing any kind of situation calmly.”

A source with knowledge of the case said Suu
Kyi’s domestic staff and her dog had not accompa-
nied her when she was moved on Wednesday, and
that security around the prison compound was
“tighter than before”.

“Aung San Suu Kyi is in good health as far as
we know,” they added, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Suu Kyi will be provided with three
female staff from inside the prison to look after
her, said another source with knowledge of the
matter, without specifying whether they would be

convicts or prison wardens.
Since seizing power, Myanmar’s military govern-

ment has detained thousands of pro-democracy
protesters, with many facing secret trials that rights
groups have decried as politically motivated. Suu
Kyi’s lawyers have been banned from speaking to
the media, with journalists barred from her trial and
the junta rebuffing requests by foreign diplomats to
meet her.

“For the sake of the country and people, she (Suu
Kyi) has sacrificed everything, but the wicked peo-
ple are ungrateful and cruel,” one social media user
posted on Facebook following Thursday’s
announcement.

‘Punitive’ 
“What we are seeing is

the Myanmar junta moving
towards a much more
punitive phase, towards
Aung San Suu Kyi,” said
Phil Robertson, deputy
Asia director for Human
Rights Watch. “They are
obviously trying to intimi-
date her and her support-
ers.”

Under a previous junta
regime, Suu Kyi spent long

spells under house arrest in her family mansion in
Yangon, Myanmar’s largest city. In 2009, she spent
around three months in Yangon’s Insein prison
while she went on trial after being accused of har-
bouring an American man who swam across a lake
to visit her while she was under house arrest.

Under the current junta, she has already been
convicted of corruption, incitement against the mil-
itary, breaching COVID-19 rules and breaking a
telecommunications law, with a court sentencing
her to 11 years so far.

Suu Kyi turned 77 on Sunday and brought a

birthday cake to court to eat with her lawyers
ahead of a hearing on Monday, according to a
source with knowledge of the matter. The coup last
year sparked widespread protests and unrest that
the military has sought to crush by force.

Fighting has flared with established ethnic rebel
groups in border areas, and across the country
“People’s Defence Forces” have sprung up to fight
junta troops. According to local monitoring group
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the
crackdown has left more than 2,000 civilians dead

while more than 14,000 have been arrested.
Diplomatic efforts to end the crisis led by the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations bloc, of
which Myanmar is a member, have floundered.
Tom Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the
situat ion of  human r ights in Myanmar, on
Thursday called for the bloc to increase pressure
on the junta.

“The longer we wait, the more inaction that
there is, the more people are going to die, the more
people are going to suffer,” he said.  —AFP

Future trial hearings to take place inside a courtroom within the prison compound

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi moved to 
solitary confinement in prison

YANGON, Myanmar: File photo shows a protester holding up a poster featuring Aung San Suu Kyi during a
demonstration against the military coup in front of the Central Bank of Myanmar in Yangon.  —AFP

Rescuers scramble 
to reach Afghan 
quake survivors 
BERMAL, Afghanistan: Desperate rescuers battled
against the clock and heavy rain Thursday to reach
cut-off areas in eastern Afghanistan after a power-
ful earthquake killed at least 1,000 people and left
thousands more homeless. Wednesday’s 5.9-magni-
tude quake struck hardest in the rugged east,
downing mobile phone towers and power lines
while triggering rock and mudslides which blocked
mountain roads.

Entire villages have been levelled in some of the
worst affected districts, where survivors said they
were struggling to find equipment to bury their
dead. “When I came out of my house it was quiet
because all the people were buried under their
homes. Nothing is left here,” said 21-year-old
Zaitullah Ghurziwal.

The disaster poses a huge logistical challenge
for Afghanistan’s new Taliban government, which
has isolated itself from much of the world by intro-
ducing hardline Islamist rule that subjugates
women and girls.

“Getting information from the ground is very

difficult because of bad networks,” Mohammad
Amin Huzaifa, head of information for badly hit
Paktika province, told AFP Thursday. “The area has
been affected by floods because of heavy rains last
night... it is also difficult to access the affected
sites.”

The aid-dependent country saw the bulk of its
foreign assistance cut off in the wake of the Taliban
takeover last August, and even before the earth-
quake the United Nations warned of a humanitarian
crisis that threatened the entire population.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
the global agency has “fully mobilised” to help,
deploying health teams and supplies of medicine,
food, trauma kits and emergency shelter to the
quake zone.

‘Like a tsunami’ 
Survivors in Bermal district, a collection of

remote mountain villages, said they were struggling
to find equipment to dig graves. “We did not have
even a shovel to dig... so we used a tractor. We
buried 60 people yesterday and 30 more are still
remaining to be buried. People are working contin-
uously,” said Ghurziwal.

“There are no blankets, tents, there’s no shelter.
Our entire water distribution system is destroyed.
Everything is devastated, houses are destroyed.
There is literally nothing to eat.” Afghan govern-
ment spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid tweeted

Thursday that aid flights had landed from Qatar and
Iran, while Pakistan had sent trucks carrying tents,
medical supplies and food across the land border.

The earthquake struck areas that were already
suffering the effects of heavy rain, causing rockfalls
and mudslides that wiped out hamlets perched pre-
cariously on mountain slopes. The UN humanitarian
coordinator for Afghanistan, Ramiz Alakbarov, told
reporters nearly 2,000 homes were likely destroyed-
a huge number in an area where the average house-
hold size is more than 20 people. —AFP

BERMAL DISTRICT, Afghanistan: A child walks amidst
the rubble of damaged houses following an earth-
quake in Bernal district, Paktika province, on June 23,
2022. —AFP

Divided Cyprus 
joins forces 
to fight fire
NICOSIA, Cyprus: Firefighting aircraft from both
sides of divided Cyprus were joined by Zionist and
British planes on Thursday battling a blaze that has
scorched mountainsides and forced the evacuation
of villages. The fire spread rapidly overnight after
breaking out earlier in the week in the Kyrenia
mountain range in the breakaway Turkish Cypriot
statelet of northern Cyprus, media reports said.

The government of the Republic of Cyprus,
which controls the island’s majority Greek-speaking
south, said it had sent three aircraft to tackle the
wildfire in response to a call for help from the
Turkish Cypriot side via the United Nations peace-
keeping force.

“The fire is still raging, and we are not yet close
to extinguishing it,” Cyprus forestry department

chief Charalambos Alexandrou told state radio.
Zionist entity said it was sending two firefighting
planes and a cargo plane with firefighting equip-
ment on Thursday “to help Cypriot firefighters cope
with the fires raging in the north of the island”.

“The decision to send the planes was made fol-
lowing a request from the Cypriot government,” it
said in a statement. The British military bases in
Cyprus said they were also assisting the firefighting
efforts by sending two helicopters after receiving a
request from the north.

The UN peacekeeping mission in Cyprus said it
was helping to coordinate the response to the wild-
fires. Alexandrou said more firefighters were needed
on the ground in order to bring the fire under con-
trol, since it could not be done by aircraft alone.

“The Republic is ready to send a ground force of
up to 40 people to help put out the blaze,” he said,
adding they would be volunteers from the fire and
civil defence services. Cyprus has been divided since
1974 when Turkish forces occupied the northern part
of the island in response to a military coup spon-
sored by the junta in power in Greece at the time.

Wildfires are frequent in Cyprus, with Israel and

the UK military bases often helping out. In July last
year, wildfires that broke out in the Larnaca and
Limassol regions claimed the lives of four Egyptian
farmworkers. —AFP

KANTARA, Cyprus: Handout photo shows Turkish-
Cypriot leader Ersin Tatar (C-L) and Turkey’s Vice
President Fuat Oktay (C-R) riding in an aircraft while
inspecting raging forest fires in the Kyrenia mountains
in northern Cyprus.  —AFP

‘She acts like 
before and is in

strong spirits’

Frustrated Balkans 
warn Ukraine over 
EU ‘illusions’
BRUSSELS: Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama on
Thursday hailed Ukraine potentially joining his country
as a candidate for European Union membership but
warned against any unreasonable hopes for a speedy
process. “North Macedonia is a candidate for 17 years
if I have not lost count, Albania since eight, so welcome
to Ukraine,” Rama said as he arrived for an EU summit
with western Balkan countries.

“It’s a good thing to give Ukraine the status. But I
hope that Ukrainian people will not make many illu-
sions.” The Balkan leaders are deeply frustrated about
their stalled bids to join the EU, with Bulgaria blocking

the start of negotiations with Albania and North
Macedonia over a dispute with Skopje.

“It’s a disgrace that a NATO country, Bulgaria, kid-
naps two other NATO countries, namely, Albania and
North Macedonia, in the midst of hot war in Europe’s
backyard with 26 other countries sitting still in a scary
show of impotence,” Rama said.

Rama, along with the leaders of North Macedonia
and Serbia, had threatened to boycott the EU meeting
in protest at the lack of progress-but in the ended
decided to show. Bulgaria’s EU counterparts have been
pushing it to accept a compromise deal in its long-
standing historical and culture dispute with North
Macedonia in order to clear the path.

But the collapse of the Bulgarian government follow-
ing a no-confidence vote on Wednesday has thrown
the move further into doubt. “The states and citizens of
the Western Balkans have been waiting for almost 20
years for the possibility of becoming members of the
European Union,” German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said.

“In my view, it is of the utmost importance that this
promise becomes credible.” EU chief Charles Michel
said there was “a will to re-energise” the accession
process for the Balkan countries. But Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic said bluntly that he expected “noth-
ing” from Thursday’s gathering with the EU’s 27 lead-
ers. Brussels is worried that the lack of progress for the
Balkans could push the region closer to Russia and
China. Some members of the bloc have been trying to
use the push for candidate status for Ukraine-and its
neighbour Moldova-to breathe new impetus into get-
ting the Balkans onboard.

But there has been annoyance with Serbia that it had
failed to align with EU sanctions against its ally Russia
over the invasion of Ukraine. A political crisis in Bosnia
that has stirred fears of the country’s breakup has ham-
pered efforts to make it a candidate to join.

European diplomats said that the country could be
offered a clearer roadmap of what it needs to do to
achieve candidate status.  —AFP
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News in brief

Six killed in helicopter crash 

WASHINGTON:  A helicopter crashed onto a
road in a rural area of the US state of West
Virginia on Wednesday evening, authorities
said, with local media outlets reporting that
six people on board were killed. The Office of
Emergency Management in Logan County,
where the Bell UH-1B helicopter went down,
said in a Facebook post that Route 17 in the
area had been closed due to the crash, while
the National Transportation Safety Board
tweeted it was sending a team of investigators
to the site. Ray Bryant, chief of operations for
the Logan Emergency Ambulance Authority,
told local television station WSAZ that six
people aboard the helicopter were kil led
when it went down, though the cause of the
accident had not been determined. The heli-
copter, which was based at a nearby airport
and used for tourist flights, was in flames
when rescuers arrived, he added. Local resi-
dent Bobbi Childs, who lived near the crash
site, told WSAZ she called emergency servic-
es and then rushed to the scene, only to find
the helicopter ablaze.  —AFP

Child organ harvesting plot

LONDON: British police on Thursday said
they arrested two Nigerians accused of plot-
ting to bring a child to Britain for organ har-
vesting. Beatrice Nwanneka Ekweremadu, 55,
and Ike Ekweremadu, 60, have been formally
charged with conspiracy to facilitate travel of
another person with a view to exploitation,
namely organ harvest ing, London’s
Metropolitan Police said in a statement. The
pair will appear in court later on Thursday.
They were taken into custody after an investi-
gation by police, which had been alerted in
May 2022 to potential offences under modern
slavery legislation. The child was being looked
after, the police said.  —AFP

Mali army strikes jihadists 

BAMAKO, Mali: Mali’s army on Thursday said
it had carried out air strikes against al-Qaeda
affiliated Macina Katiba jihadists in the coun-
try’s centre following the massacre of at least
132 civilians. It carried out strikes between
Monday and Wednesday around Bankass and
Segue, near where the mass killing took place,
and also further afield around Djenne and
Tenenkou, the army said in a statement.
“These actions resulted from efforts to search
for and gather information on the perpetrators
of the attacks against civilians on 18 June,” the
statement said. The army did not provide any
assessment of the operations, which no other
sources have confirmed. Mali suffered one of
its worst civilian killings over the weekend, the
latest in an ongoing series of massacres across
the Sahel. According to the government, 132
civilians were killed in Diallassagou and two
surrounding villages, a few dozen kilometres
(miles) from the town of Bankass.  —AFP
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FRANKFURT, Germany: Germany moved closer to
rationing natural gas on Thursday as it raised the alert
level under an emergency plan after Russia slashed
supplies to the country. “Gas is now a scarce commod-
ity in Germany,” Economy Minister Robert Habeck
told reporters at a press conference.

Russia was using gas “as a weapon” against
Germany in retaliation for the West’s support for
Ukraine following Moscow’s invasion, Habeck said,
with the aim of “destroying” European unity. But the
Kremlin dismissed Germany’s suggestion there were
political motives behind the limits to supply as
“strange”.

Germany, like a number of other European coun-
tries, is highly reliant on Russian energy imports to
meet its needs. Triggering the “alarm” level-the second
of three steps under the emergency plan-brings
Germany a step closer to the final stage that could see
gas rationing in Europe’s top economy. The increased
level reflected a “significant deterioration of the gas
supply situation”, Habeck said. “If we do nothing now,
things will get worse,” Habeck said.

Russian rebuttal 
Russian energy giant Gazprom cut supplies to

Germany via the Nord Stream pipeline by 60 percent
last week, blaming the new limits on delayed repairs.
Germany has dismissed the technical justification pro-
vided by Gazprom, instead calling the move a “political
decision”. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
Thursday there was “no double meaning” in the supply

decision. “Our German partners are well aware of the
technological servicing cycles of a pipeline,” he said.
“It’s strange to call it politics.” In recent weeks,
Gazprom has stopped deliveries to a number of
European countries, including Poland, Bulgaria, Finland
and the Netherlands.

Supplies of gas to Europe’s largest economy were
“secure”, Habeck said, but action was still required to
prepare for the winter ahead. To mitigate the risks
from a supply cut, the government mandated gas stor-
age facilities be filled to 90 percent by the beginning
of December.

Currently, the country’s stores stand just under 60
percent full, above the average level of previous years.
The targets would, however, be hard to hit if exports
onwards to other countries were not limited-a move
that could prove difficult within Europe. Were these to
return to the level they were at before the most recent
supply squeeze, Germany could face an acute gas
shortage in February 2023. A further supply cut could
make the situation even worse.

Supply stoppage 
The German government expects supply to stop

between July 11 and July 25 for annual maintenance on

the Nord Stream pipeline. If deliveries do not resume
after the service period, Germany could face a short-
age of gas as soon as “mid-December”.

S ince the outbreak of  the war  in  Ukraine ,
Germany has managed to reduce the share of its
natural gas supplied by Russia from 55 percent to
around 35 percent. The government has found
new sources  of  supply, acce lerated p lans  to
import gas in the form of LNG by sea, and put
aside 15 billion euros ($15.8 billion) to buy gas to
fill storage facilities.

Germany also decided to reactivate mothballed
coal-fired power plants to take the burden for electric-
ity generation off gas. In contrast, the government
shrugged off calls to extend the operational lifetime of
its nuclear power plants.

Prolonging the use of the final reactors set to be
taken off the grid at the end of the year was “not an
option”, it said Wednesday. Germany had to look to
see what “energy saving potential” existed, Habeck
said Thursday.

Households could “make a difference” by conserv-
ing energy, after Germany launched a campaign to
encourage fuel-saving measures, he said, while indus-
try could also make a further contribution. — AFP

Germany raises natural gas alert 
level after Russia slash supplies

Russia using gas ‘as a weapon’ against Germany in retaliation for West’s support for Ukraine

WASHINGTON: The US economy remains strong but
a series of aggressive rate hikes meant to cool soaring
inflation could eventually trigger a recession, Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell cautioned Wednesday.
Powell, whose testimony before senators was closely
watched by investors and analysts, also said the world’s
largest economy faces an “uncertain” global environ-
ment and could see further inflation “surprises.”

The Fed chair again stressed that policymakers
understand the hardships caused by rising prices and
are committed to bringing down inflation, which has
reached a 40-year high. Last week, the US central bank
announced the sharpest interest rate increase in nearly
30 years and promised additional similar moves to com-
bat the price surge, with gas and food costs skyrocket-
ing and millions of Americans struggling to get by.

But when peppered with questions about the
prospect of a recession, Powell acknowledged the risk.
“It’s not our intended outcome at all, but it’s certainly a
possibility,” he told the Senate Banking Committee.

“And frankly, the events of the last few months around
the world have made it more difficult for us to achieve
what we want, which is two percent inflation and still a
strong labor market.” In his opening remarks, Powell
insisted the US economy “is very strong and well posi-
tioned to handle tighter monetary policy.” “Inflation has
obviously surprised to the upside over the past year, and
further surprises could be in store,” the Fed chief said in
his semi-annual appearance before Congress.
Policymakers “will need to be nimble” given that the
economy “often evolves in unexpected ways,” he said.

The Fed is facing intense criticism that it was too slow

to react to the changing economy, which benefited from
a flood of federal government stimulus. Last week’s
super-sized 0.75-percentage-point increase in the
benchmark lending rate was the third since March, tak-
ing the policy rate up a total of 1.5 points. Powell at the
time said a similar increase was likely in July.

The ideal scenario would be for those moves to cool
the economy enough to douse inflation pressures, with-
out choking off growth-the hoped-for “soft landing.” “I
think it’s going to be very challenging,” Powell said,
insisting there are “pathways” to avoid recession, and
that he does not view the risk of a downturn as “particu-
larly elevated.”

Financial markets seemed cheered by his relatively
upbeat comments, which echo those of other Fed offi-
cials in recent days who have pushed back against rising
pessimism. But Wall Street stocks lost steam late in the
trading session, and the Dow finished the day down 0.2
percent.

‘Essential’ to curb inflation 
In addition to easing the financial strain on less-

wealthy American families, the Fed chief said tamping
down inflation was “essential” to maintain a healthy labor
market. The US economy recovered quickly from the
Covid-19 pandemic, helped by robust consumer spend-
ing, and has continued to create jobs at a strong pace,
pushing unemployment down to near a 50-year low.

But the buoyant demand for homes, cars and other
goods clashed with transportation and supply chain
snarls in parts of the world where Covid-19 has
remained a challenge. That fueled inflation, which got
dramatically worse after Russia invaded Ukraine in late
February and Western nations imposed stiff sanctions on
Moscow, sending food and fuel prices up at a blistering
rate. But Powell noted that inflation is a global issue, not
unique to the United States. Many major central banks
have joined the Fed in beginning to tighten monetary
policy-with the notable exception of the Bank of Japan.

Powell said many factors driving inflation are beyond
the Fed’s control, but he pointed to signs that rising rates
are having an impact, as business investment slows and
“activity in the housing sector looks to be softening, in
part reflecting higher mortgage rates.”

Average home loan rates jumped to 5.23 percent in
May for a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage, from 4.98 per-
cent in April, according to Freddie Mac, while the median
price for homes topped $400,000 for the first time. “The
tightening in financial conditions that we have seen in
recent months should continue to temper growth and
help bring demand into better balance with supply,”
Powell said. — AFP

Workers strike at 
world’s largest 
copper producer

SANTIAGO, Chile: Workers at Chile’s state mining
company Codelco, the largest producer of copper in
the world, launched an open-ended strike Wednesday
to protest the closure of a foundry in one of the coun-
try’s most polluted regions. Police said they arrested 18
people as striking workers, waving Chilean flags and
setting tires on fire, blocked entry to six mining facili-
ties around the country. They did this mainly at the
Ventanas foundry, which the government announced
last week that it would shut down.

Union leaders said the strike had paralyzed
Codelco altogether but Finance Minister Mario Marcel
said it had “altered” production but not shut it down.
The Copper Workers Federation said the strike will
cost Codelco-which produces around eight percent of
the world’s copper amounting to 10-15 percent of
Chile’s GDP — $20 million a day. Marcel contested
that figure.

The FTC represents around 14,000 Codelco work-
ers and another 40,000 external contractors, accord-
ing to Pantoja. Unions described the closure of the
Ventanas foundry, located around 140 kilometers west
of the capital Santiago, as “arbitrary,” and are
demanding the government invests $54 million to bring

the plant up to the highest environmental standards.

‘Standards very low’ 
Government spokeswoman Camila Vallejo said the

government remains open to dialogue but that it was
focused on “a more sustainable model of develop-
ment.” “Our standards are very low and if we truly
want to meet our environmental commitments we have
to be guided by” World Health Organization standards,
she added. Codelco’s decision comes after an incident
on June 9 when 115 people, mostly school children,
suffered sulphur dioxide poisoning released by heavy
industry, provoking the closure of schools in the area.

It was the second such incident in a matter of just
three days. Sulphur dioxide is a classic air pollutant
usually linked to the burning of fossil fuels.
Greenpeace described the area around the Ventanas
plant as “Chile’s Chernobyl” following a serious inci-
dent in 2018 when around 600 people in Quintero and
Puchuncavi received medical treatment for symptoms
such as vomiting blood, headaches, dizziness, paralysis
of their extremities and strange red marks on children’s
skin. Last week, President Gabriel Boric hit out at
Chile’s record on polluting the environment. “We don’t
want any more areas of (environmental) sacrifice,” he
said. “There are now hundreds of thousands of people
who live in our country exposed to severe degradation
of the environment that we have provoked or allowed
and, as a Chilean, that makes me feel ashamed.”

Pollution accumulated in the area of Quintero and
Puchuncavi, home to around 50,000 people, after the
government decided in 1958 to convert it into an
industrial center that now hosts four coal-fired power
stations and oil and copper refineries. — AFP

BERLIN, Germany: German Minister of Economics and
Climate Protection Robert Habeck shows a graph featur-
ing forecasts of gas storage levels as he gives a press
conference on energy supply security, on June 23, 2022
at his Ministry in Berlin. — AFP

Oil prices tumble 
on recession fears 
NEW YORK: Oil prices fell Wednesday on worries
over weakening demand in the slowing global econo-
my as Federal Reserve Chief Jerome Powell acknowl-
edged interest rate hikes could lead to a recession. US
stocks had a choppy session, pushing into positive ter-
ritory for a time after Powell reiterated the need to
counter soaring inflation, but cautioned that a reces-
sion was “certainly a possibility” amid the ongoing
interest rate hikes.

But New York shares retreated again at the end of
the day, though they ended with smaller losses than
major European and Asian bourses. The S&P 500 fin-
ished just 0.1 percent lower, meaning it maintained
most of the gains from Tuesday’s heady session. “The
stock market had ample reasons to sell aggressively
into yesterday’s strength, but it didn’t,” Briefing.com
said. “That resilience fostered a sense that the existing
growth concerns have been adequately prices into the

market for now.” In his opening remarks, Powell insist-
ed the US economy “is very strong and well positioned
to handle tighter monetary policy.” “Inflation has obvi-
ously surprised to the upside over the past year, and
further surprises could be in store,” the Fed chief said
in his semi-annual appearance before Congress.

Policymakers “will need to be nimble” given that the
economy “often evolves in unexpected ways,” he said.
Oil prices were feeling the heat from recessionary
fears, with both main contracts tanking more than six
percent at one point.

“Concerns about a global slowdown appear to be
outweighing any concern over supply issues derived
from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and the prospect
that Chinese demand could return,” said market ana-
lyst Michael Hewson at CMC Markets. US President
Biden asked Congress to suspend the federal gas tax
for three months as price increases at the pump-in
large part spurred by fallout from President Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and subsequent Western
sanctions on Russia-have fueled rising inflation. In a
televised address, Biden called for a pause in the fed-
eral tax on gasoline of 18 cents a gallon until
September.—AFP

US Fed chair admits recession 
a ‘possibility’ after rate hikes

WASHINGTON: Jerome Powell, Chairman, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System testifies before
the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Committee in Washington, DC. — AFP

PUCHUNCAVI, Chile: Miners blocking access to the Ventanas smelter during the start of an “undefined” national
strike of workers of the state mining company Codelco — the world’s largest copper producer — in Las Ventanas, in
the bay of Quintero and Puchuncavi. — AFP

UK debt repayments
soar on high inflation 
LONDON: Interest repayments on UK government
debt have soared as the country’s inflation reaches
the highest levels in decades, official data showed
Thursday. Repayments in May stood at £7.6 billion
($9.3 billion), up 70 percent compared with a year
earlier, the Office for National Statistics said in a
statement.

It was the third biggest amount on record and high-
est for the month of May, the ONS added. “The recent
high levels of debt interest payments are largely a

result of higher inflation,” the statistics office said.
The ONS added that the government’s net borrow-

ing in fact fell to £14 billion in May from £18 billion a
year earlier, when the state was still funding the bulk of
private-sector wages to safeguard jobs during the
pandemic.

“There is nowhere inflation is not making its pres-
ence felt and the hike in interest payments on the gov-
ernment’s debt mountain is a prime example,” noted AJ
Bell financial analyst Danni Hewson. Countries around
the world are battling soaring inflation caused by
rocketing energy and food prices. In the UK, inflation
reached 9.1 percent in May, the highest level for 40
years. The annual rate is set to top 11 percent before
the end of the year according to the Bank of England,
raising the prospect of recession. — AFP
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LONDON: The euro and pound 
retreated against the dollar 
Thursday as economic data 
pointed to increased prospects 
of recession in Europe. Global 
stock markets recovered some 
ground after another battering 
this week, while oil  prices 
extended losses. 

Economic growth in the euro-
zone plummeted in June, a key 
survey showed, as high prices 
took the wind out the strong 
recovery from the deep lows of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
closely-watched monthly pur-
chasing managers’ index by S&P 
Global slumped to 51.9 from 54.8 
in May. A figure above 50 indi-
cates growth. 

PMI data also revealed that 
Britain’s private sector business 
activity is languishing at its low-
est level for more than a year on 
decades-high inflation. The sur-
veys weighed on Europe’s major 
currencies, with foreign 
exchange markets seen as a 
clearer indicator of a country’s 
economic health compared with 
stock markets that feature many 
multinationals. 

“The global economy contin-
ues to be afflicted by severe sup-
ply shocks, which are pushing up 
inflation and driving down 
growth,” noted Citi analyst 
Nathan Sheets, adding the likeli-
hood of recession had reached 
50 percent. Commentators have 

warned for some time that the 
world economy could be heading 
for contracting growth owing to 
the sharp increase in global 
interest rates aimed at cooling 
inflation. 

Federal Reserve boss Jerome 
Powell on Wednesday said reces-
sion in the short term was “cer-
tainly a possibility”. He said 
“inflation has obviously surprised 
to the upside over the past year, 
and further surprises could be in 
store”. 

The Fed this month hiked US 
interest rates by 75 basis points 
and is expected to do the same in 
July, with some observers pre-
dicting two more such moves 
after that. Deutsche Bank CEO 

Christian Sewing also said there 
was a 50 percent chance of a 
contraction next year. 

Elon Musk, JP Morgan boss 
Jamie Dimon and economist 
Nouriel Roubini are among sev-
eral others to have made similar 
forecasts. The prospect of a 
retreat in the global economy 
continued to drag on oil prices 
as traders fretted over slowing 
demand. 

Brent and WTI have slumped 
over the past week, even with 
sanctions on Russian crude 
exports and China’s gradual 
reopening from lockdowns. 
Adding to the selling of crude 
was data Wednesday indicating a 
jump in US stockpiles. — AFP 

Euro, pound retreat against dollar  
as recession prospects increase

Economic growth in eurozone nose-dive in June

TOKYO: An electronic quotation board displays the yen’s rate against the 
US dollar (top) and the share price of the Tokyo Stock Exchange (bottom) 
at a foreign exchange brokerage in Tokyo. — - AFP

BEIJING: A high-level Chinese government meet-
ing led by President Xi Jinping has called for 
stronger oversight and better security in financial 
tech, state media reported, with the sector hit hard 
by a regulatory crackdown. The government action 
has pummelled some of China’s biggest tech firms, 
wiping out hundreds of billions of dollars in market 
value since last year. 

But with the Chinese economy hammered by 
COVID lockdowns, the government has rolled out a 
series of support measures, including a call for 
“predictable” tech regulation. “Regarding large 
payment and fintech platform enterprises, Xi called 
for efforts to improve regulations, strengthen insti-
tutional weak links, ensure the security of payment 
and financial infrastructure, and guard against and 

defuse potential systemic financial risks,” according 
to a readout of the Wednesday meeting by the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency. 

The Chinese leader also “called for these enter-
prises to be better supported in serving the real 
economy”, Xinhua said. The officials at the meeting 
discussed  promoting the “healthy development” of 
fintech companies, it added, and said “China will 
tighten oversight” of financial holding firms and 
internet financial services. 

Investors have been heartened in recent weeks 
by similar statements by the Chinese government, 
with some perceiving them as signals that the tech 
crackdown is finally easing. Hopes also soared this 
month when dozens of new video games were 
approved, and tech stocks rose on reports that 
authorities were wrapping up a cybersecurity 
probe into ride-hailing giant Didi. 

But regulators this month denied reports that 
they were discussing the potential revival of Ant 
Group’s scuppered IPO, which would have been the 
world’s largest public offering at the time. Ant 
Group-the payments affiliate of e-commerce giant 
Alibaba-had its share offering cancelled at the last 
minute in 2020. — AFP 

China’s Xi calls for  
stronger fintech  
oversight, security

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s central bank on Thursday 
bucked global trends once again and kept its 
benchmark interest rate stable despite one of the 
highest levels of consumer price increases in the 
world. The decision at a monthly policy meeting 
came two weeks after President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan-a lifelong opponent of high interest rates-
denied that Turkey had an “inflation problem”. 

Turkey’s official annual rate of consumer price 
increases has edged above 70 percent. But inde-
pendent estimates by Turkish economists sug-
gested the real figure could be substantially high-
er. The inflationary spiral has decimated Turks’ 
living standards and helped push Erdogan’s public 
approval ratings to one of the lowest levels of his 
two-decade rule. 

But Erdogan has vowed not to raise rates before 
a general election due in June 2023. “We do not 
have an inflation problem. We have a cost-of-living 
problem,” Erdogan said this month. The central 
bank blamed higher prices on “temporary” global 
factors and kept its policy rate at 14 percent for the 
sixth month in a row. 

Economists warn that Ankara’s continued refusal 
to join most other countries in raising rates to fight 
the spike in food and energy prices caused by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could see the Turkish 
lira collapse. 

“High inflation, falls in the lira and aggressive 
monetary tightening elsewhere are clearly not 
enough to persuade Turkey’s central bank to lift 
interest rates,” Capital Economics said in a 
research note. “Disorderly falls in the lira are a 
major risk, which would probably be met with 
capital controls rather than rate hikes.” 

The lira has lost half its value against the dollar 
in the past year and has entered an accelerated 
slide in the past month despite indirect govern-
ment interventions and other currency support 
measures. —  AFP 

Inflation-ravaged  
Turkey refuses  
to raise rates



TUNIS: The head of Tunisia’s powerful UGTT
trade union on Thursday rejected International
Monetary Fund conditions for a new loan to bail
out the country’s struggling economy and ques-
tioned the government’s authority to negotiate.
Noureddine Taboubi’s comment came a day after
an IMF official said the global lender is ready to
begin formal talks on a new financial aid package
for Tunisia.

“We reject the conditions set by the IMF, given
Tunisians’ low salaries, lack of means, rising pover-
ty and unemployment,” Taboubi told reporters, a
week after the UGTT staged a nation-wide public
sector strike that saw flights cancelled, public
transport halted and government offices closed.

The North African country, already heavily
indebted and reeling from price hikes on imports
like oil and wheat since Russia invaded Ukraine, is
angling for a two billion-euro loan, according to a
source with knowledge of preliminary talks.

The global lender has conditioned such a bailout
on “ambitious reforms” to rein in public spending
and reform Tunisia’s state-owned companies. But
on Thursday Taboubi rejected “the painful options
they’re talking about”.

“We support reforms, but we don’t share the vision
of reforms supported by this government,” he said.
The IMF’s regional chief Jihad Azour said Wednesday
that the fund was set to begin formal talks on a new
financial aid package “in the coming weeks”.

Economic fallout from the Ukraine war made it
ever more pressing, he said. Tunisia “needs to
urgently tackle its fiscal imbalances” including by
“containing the large civil service wage bill, replac-
ing generalized subsidies with transfers targeting
the poor”, said Azour, a Lebanese economist and
former minister.

He also urged it to open up its economy to pri-

vate sector investment and “(reform) its loss-mak-
ing state-owned enterprises”. The UGTT has
demanded guarantees that publicly owned firms
will remain state property.

Casting doubt 
During a visit to Tunisia this week, Azour met

officials including President Kais Saied, and wel-
comed government plans to start tackling dire eco-
nomic issues. In Wednesday’s statement, he urged
the government to discuss proposed reforms “with
all stakeholders”, echoing previous comments by
IMF officials indicating that UGTT consent was
vital for a bailout deal.

Saied told Azour, during a meeting on Tuesday,
that he “recognised the need to introduce major
reforms” but insisted that such changes must “take
social impacts into account”, according to a state-
ment from the president’s office.

Taboubi cast doubt on the government’s man-
date to negotiate a deal at all. “This government
was appointed temporarily, by decree,” he said.
“When there is a government produced by institu-
tions and elections, it will have the legitimacy to
start negotiations over reforms.”

Saied in July last year sacked the previous
administration and suspended parliament in moves
opponents have called a coup against the only
democracy to emerge from the Arab Spring upris-
ings more than a decade ago.

The UGTT initially backed Saied’s moves but
has become increasingly critical as Saied extended
his power grab. It has also turned down calls to
take part in Saied’s “national dialogue” on the
grounds that it excludes other key actors including
political parties and much of civil society.

The union is not the president’s only domestic
headache. Judges across the country began a strike

on June 6 to protest Saied’s sacking of 57 of their
colleagues and what they called his “continued
interference in the judiciary”.

Saied had in February scrapped an independ-
ent judicial watchdog and replaced it with a body
under his own control, a move critics decried as

his latest blow to democracy. On Thursday,
dozens of judges demonstrated outside the main
courthouse in Tunis to demand their colleagues
be reinstated. Some held up placards demanding
an end to “decree-laws and the destruction of the
rule of law”.  —AFP

Dhaman: Arab nations
attract over 14,443 
foreign projects in 
the course of 19 years
KUWAIT: The Arab
Investment & Export Credit
Guarantee Corporation
(Dhaman) revealed an
improvement in the setting
of Arab countries in the
majority of international
indicators pertinent to the
investment climate during
2021, which positively
reflected on foreign direct
investment projects in the
region during 2021, which
rose by 37% in number to
hit 14,443 projects between
2003-2021 with an estimated total capex of $1.3 trillion. The
projects, which have created nearly two million jobs, were
mainly in the UAE by 41% of the total number of projects
and Egypt by 19% of the capex.

The corporation said in its 37th annual report on the
investment climate in Arab countries for 2022, which was
launched at its headquarters in Kuwait today, that it had
monitored around 100 compound indexes and sub-indices
issued by more than 20 international agencies. They have
revealed a relative improvement in the setting of Arab
countries during 2021 in economic performance indicators,
stability in sovereign and country risk rating indexes and
disparity in indicators of production elements, against a
drop in legislative and regulatory environment indicators.

The corporation’s Director-General Abdullah Ahmad
Al-Sabeeh said in the report that the final result of Arab
settings in international indicators have positively reflected
on foreign direct investments into the region amid expec-
tations of continuing growth in 2022, especially following a
rise in the number of foreign projects by 15% and a hike in
capex by 86% to hit $21 billion during the first four
months of 2022, compared with the same period of 2021,
especially if the reflections of the Russian-Ukrainian war
on the region are eased out.

Dhaman is an independent Arab international corpo-
ration that was established in 1974 under a multilateral
agreement reached by Arab countries. It has been active
in Kuwait since mid-1975. It comprises as members 21
Arab countries and a number of Arab and international
institutions.

‘Economic fallout from Ukraine war made it ever more pressing’

Tunisia trade unions chief 
Taboubi rejects IMF reforms

KUWAIT: In a step designed to strengthen and
consolidate its premier presence in the e-commerce
segment in Kuwait, LuLu Hypermarket, the leading
retailer in the region, launched its largest fulfillment-
center in Kuwait on June 22 at the Agility Logistics
Park in Doha area. 

The center was inaugurated by Municipal
Council member Abdullah Al-Enezi, along with
Directors of Procurement, and Retail Operations at
Lulu Group International, Mujeeb Rehman
Theparambil and Shabu Abdul Majeed respectively.
The event was held in the presence of top manage-
ment of LuLu Hypermarket Kuwait, the CEO Kuwait

and GCC of Agility Logistics Park Nadeer Sakeen,
and a large gathering of shoppers and well-wishers,
as well as leading online bloggers and social media
influencers.

The LuLu Fulfillment Center, which will serve as
the logistics hub for the hypermarket’s growing e-
commerce activity in Kuwait, is expected to
enhance the world-class online shopping experi-
ence for customers in the country.

Occupying an area of over 80,000 square-feet
at the Agility Logistic Park, Doha, the center is
equipped with the latest in storage systems and
smart warehousing technologies that help receive,

organize and store all product categories, from
fresh and frozen foods to other non-grocery prod-
ucts. It has an expansive and modern fleet with
capability to meet the widest possible range of cus-
tomer demands. The facility will act as an exclusive
fulfillment centre for the entire spectrum of online
transactions will serve as the logistics hub for the
group’s growing e-commerce activity in Kuwait.

The cutting-edge solutions employed at the
logistics center assists in the safe, rapid and efficient
dispatch of items to fulfill online customer requests.
Operations of the center is also supported by a large
fleet of specialized transport vehicles equipped with
temperature-controlled compartments that ensure
the quality and freshness of foods transported from
the center to customers’ doors.

The LuLu Fulfillment Center is expected to fur-
ther boost the leadership role that the brand enjoys
in the local and regional retail space.

Virgin Mobile Kuwait 
hosts launch event 
at British Embassy
KUWAIT: After the official launch of its operations
on May 25th, 2022, Virgin Mobile Kuwait held its
launch event and press conference at the British
Embassy to celebrate the inauguration of an iconic
British Telecommunications brand in Kuwait. The
first fully digitalized mobile service provider in the
country shed light on its leading digital services that
will enrich the experience of its clientele with more

data and content offers. 
The conference was held in the presence of the

British Ambassador HE Belinda Lewis, the Minister
of State for Municipal Affairs and Minister of State
for Communications and Information Technology
Affairs, Rana Al Fares, CEO Virgin Mobile Kuwait,
Benoit Janin, CEO Virgin Mobile Middle East &
Africa, Eric Dudman Nielsen, Director General for
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority,
Sheikh Dr. Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Chairman of CITRA, Eng. Salem Al Othaina, as well
as reporters of local newspapers. 

In a message to all those attending, Sir Richard
Branson, founder of the Virgin Group, thanked all the
dignitaries and attendees, and addressed the launch of
Virgin Mobile Kuwait as the fourth mobile operator in

the country that injects bold, fresh and fun offers and
experiences.

“We are very happy to have launched in Kuwait”,
said Benoit Janin, CEO Virgin Mobile Kuwait, said.
“The feedback so far has been great and the people
have been very welcoming. We look forward to rolling
out more services that will appeal to the diverse range
of customers’ needs in the country, from connecting
loved ones, to turbo charging business.

The British Ambassador HE Belinda Lewis added: “I
am delighted to welcome Virgin Mobile to Kuwait.
Virgin is a great example of a strong British brand with
truly global appeal. The whole Virgin Group is associ-
ated with creativity and pushing the boundaries of
innovation: Virgin Mobile Kuwait will embody this
innovative approach.”
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Abdullah Ahmad Al-Sabeeh

TUNIS: In this file photo taken Noureddine Taboubi, secretary-general of the Tunisian General Labour Union
(UGTT), holds flags of Tunisia and the UGTT as he speaks at the commemoration of the 69th anniversary of the
assassination of its founder Farhat Hached (during the French protectorate period), in the capital Tunis. —AFP

LuLu Hypermarket opens largest 
fulfillment center in Kuwait

India probes biggest
ever bank fraud
MUMBAI: Indian investigators said they are
probing what they believe could be the coun-
try’s biggest-ever lending fraud with 17 banks
allegedly cheated out of around $4.4 billion. The
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) said it
carried out raids at 12 locations in Mumbai on
Wednesday and recovered “incriminating docu-
ments”.

The target was Dewan Housing Finance Limited
(DHFL) and two brothers, Kapil and Dheeraj
Wadhawan, who are already in custody and being
investigated in several other cases of alleged fraud
involving billions of dollars, reports said. Without
naming the firm, the CBI said it believes the compa-
ny and its executives “cheated a consortium of
banks... to the tune of 346.15 billion rupees” ($4.4
billion). —AFP
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A Ukrainian serviceman inspects a newly completed “combat buggy” in a yard
of a workshop in Zaporizhzhia, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Fashion day dzair is back again, with its sixth edition for the fashion lovers in
Algeria. The event was organized by Rayan Prince and Mahdi at the international
conferences center (CIC) Alger, to preserve the traditional Algerian culture dress

and introduce it to the world. 

At a workshop in Zaporizhzhia in
southern Ukraine, mechanics are
hard at work turning rally cars into

vehicles that can be used to fight Russian
troops on the frontline. They change muf-
flers, remove sports tuning and change
the interiors to create pared-down vehi-
cles-all under the supervision of business-
man Volodymyr Tarkhov. Before the
Russian invasion, the 32-year-old pro-
duced fibreglass catamarans and kayaks.
Since the start of the war, Tarkhov said he

and his friends have converted around 30
ordinary passenger cars for the military.

Now they are completing work on a
“combat buggy” with the engine from a
Russian Lada model used by Ukrainian
rally drivers-their second such conver-
sion. They took out doors, made it qui-
eter and added a large hole at the front
through which to shoot with a machine
gun. Welder Maxym Sendukov, 33, said
the new muffler wil l  make the car
almost completely inaudible to the ene-

my. “The goal is to make the car a little
quieter to be able to pass by and stay
invisible,” he said.

ʻComfortable for soldiersʼ 
In the early days of the Russian inva-

sion, the mechanics were busy building
anti-tank obstacles and installing concrete
blocks to protect the entry points to the
city. Their car conversion is sponsored by
local businessmen who buy metal and car
parts. “In general we are just making the

car comfortable for soldiers to sit in it or
get out,” said Yevgen, 45, whose role is to
strip out the car to prepare it for welding.

He said the soldiers who have been
using the other buggy the team produced
have said it is “very fast and easily
manoeuvrable”. “It is very useful in intelli-
gence and military missions,” he said.
One of the soldiers who had come to
inspect the car, a 50-year-old with the call-
sign “Mamai”, said there were not enough
cars for soldiers operating on the frontline.

He said many vehicles brought to the
frontline were being sourced by volun-
teers. “Jeeps and minibuses are needed
at the frontline to move lots of people”.
For “Mamai”, the advantage of the “com-
bat buggy” was that all the passengers
could shoot on all sides of the car. “We
will take the car today and take it to our
positions,” he said. — AFP

In this photograph members of the volunteer Sheikh Mansour battalion Mansour
(center), Islam (left) and Asadulla (right) speak to an AFP journalist during an
interview in the town of Zaporizhzhia, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Volodymyr Tarkhov looks on during an interview at his workshop in
Zaporizhzhia, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.— AFP photos

Models present creations during the Fashion
day dzair show to preserve the traditional

Algerian culture dress in Algeria.
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Modern phoenix:
The bird  brought
back from 
extinction in Japan

Every day for the past 14 years, 72-
year-old Masaoki Tsuchiya has set
out before sunrise to search for a

bird rescued from extinction in Japan.
Starting his car under star-dotted skies
unpolluted by light, he works alone in the
pre-dawn chill, marking sightings or
absences in a planner, interrupted only by
the crackle of a walkie-talkie. The bird he
is looking for is called “toki” in Japanese,
and its presence on his home of Sado
island is testament to a remarkable con-
servation program.

In just under two decades, Japanʼs
population of wild toki has gone from zero
to nearly 500, all on Sado, where the
birdʼs delicate pink plumage and distinc-
tive curved beak now draw tourists. Itʼs a
rare conservation success story when one
in eight bird species globally are threat-
ened with extinction, and involved interna-
tional diplomacy and an agricultural revo-
lution on a small island off Japanʼs west
coast.

A cautionary tale 
Tsuchiya, stocky and spry with an imp-

ish grin, doesnʼt eat breakfast until he has
made all his stops, and after years of prac-
tice he can spot chicks hidden in nests
through the monocular attached to his
rolled-down car window. He points to virtu-
ally imperceptible marks on a road or a
wall that help him remember where to
park and start surveying. “The number I
see at this spot depends on the season,”
he explains. Some days dozens of the
birds appear in one area, something
unimaginable in 2003, when a toki called
Kin or “gold” died in a cage on Sado at the
record-breaking age of 36.

Her death meant not a single wild-born
toki was left in Japan, despite the bird
being so synonymous with the country
that it is also known as the Japanese
crested ibis. “I knew the day was coming.
She was very old and frail,” Tsuchiya said.
“But it was still a real pity.”

Efforts to get Kin to mate with Sadoʼs
last wild-born male toki Midori-meaning
“green”-had long since failed, and she
lived out her last years as a curiosity and a
cautionary environmental tale. Her death

made national headlines and appeared to
mark the end of a long and seemingly
futile battle to protect the toki in Japan,
where its feathers even inspire the word
for peach pink: “toki-iro”. But now so many
roam the skies and rice paddies of Sado
that local officials have gone from discour-
aging eager birdwatchers to training
guides to help visitors spot the local icon,
and the government is even studying rein-
troducing the bird elsewhere.

Wiped out 
Wild toki once lived across Japan, as

well as in Russia, Taiwan and South
Korea. They were considered a pest that
damaged rice plants, but during Japanʼs
Edo era, from 1603 to 1867, hunting
restrictions meant only high-ranking offi-
cials could actively pursue birds like toki.
That changed in the Meiji era and as
guns became more available. Toki meat

was believed to have health benefits, and
its feathers were favored for everything
from dusters to decorative flourishes on
hats. “Over just 40 years, the toki basical-
ly disappeared,” said Tsuchiya on an
observation deck where visitors now try
to spot the bird.

By the early 1930s, only a few dozen
toki remained in Japan, mostly on Sado
and the nearby Noto peninsula, and the
species won protected status. A fresh
threat then emerged during Japanʼs post-

war drive for growth: rising use of chemi-
cal fertilizers and pesticides. Toki feed pri-
marily in rice paddies that mimic marshy
wetland habitats and they are undiscrimi-
nating diners, eating everything from
insects to small crabs and frogs.

The chemicals affected the birds and
their food, and by 1981 just five wild toki
remained in Japan, all on Sado, where
officials took them into protective captivity.
But by bizarre coincidence, the same year
a population of seven wild toki was dis-
covered in a remote area of Chinaʼs
Shaanxi province, reviving hopes for the
birdʼs survival. Sadoʼs captive birds failed
to mate, but Chinaʼs program had more
success, and when then-Chinese presi-
dent Jiang Zemin made a historic first
state visit in 1998 he offered Japan the
gift of a pair of toki. You You and Yang
Yang arrived the following year on first-
class seats, producing their first chick

months later in an event that led national
television broadcasts. Other birds arrived
from China, and with time Sado had a
large enough population to consider rein-
troducing the toki to the wild.

But first they had to tackle the use of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides on
Sado. “Back then people didnʼt think about
the environment when farming. Their prior-
ities were selling products at a high price
and harvesting as much as possible,” said
Shinichiro Saito, a 60-year-old rice farmer.
Farmers were asked to cut chemical fertil-
izers and pesticides by half from the level
allowed by local rules, but there was push-
back. Fewer chemicals meant smaller har-
vests, lost income, and more weeding.
And some farmers couldnʼt see the point
of other proposals like underground chan-
nels connecting rice fields to rivers to
increase the flow of aquatic life.

ʻToki-friendlyʼ 
Local officials used a carrot-and-stick

approach, refusing to buy rice from farm-
ers who rejected the new chemical limits
and creating a new premium brand of
“toki-friendly” rice for those who did. But
Saito, who was an early adopter, said the
real difference came when the first birds
were released in 2008. “It was the toki that
changed their minds,” he said, with a lop-
sided grin. Even farmers reluctant to adapt
were “delighted” to see a bird with almost
mythical status on Sado wandering
through their fields. “This is a true story.
The toki was almost like an environmental
ambassador, it helped create a good envi-
ronment for itself.” Tsuchiyaʼs daily rounds
began with the 2008 release. He has
since witnessed triumphs including the
first wild-born chick, and the first chick
born to wild-born birds-moments he
describes with the proud anxiety of a par-
ent sending a child off to school for the
first time.

He still runs his own business, though
the toki feather tucked into his carʼs folding
mirror makes clear where his heart lies.
And the breeding program has continued,
supplemented by birds from China that
help broaden the gene pool.

Around 20 birds are released twice a
year after graduating from a three-month
training program that prepares them for
life outside a cage. “They learn how to fly,
how to find food and to get used to being
around humans,” explained Tomoki
Tsuchiya, who works with Sadoʼs local
government to make the island toki-friend-
ly. City officials even farm around the birds
to acquaint them with the sound.

ʻLike familyʼ 
When the first toki were released on

Sado, there were so many gaps in knowl-
edge about the species that volunteers
analyzed their droppings to find out what
the birds were eating. There were mis-
steps: officials prepared a remote moun-
tain location for the release, believing the
birds would prefer seclusion, but the toki
instead flew down to fields that were fre-
quented by farmers.

Tomoki Tsuchiyaʼs interest in toki was
fostered by his father, Masaoki. But it is a
fascination shared by many on Sado,
where the bird is rendered in cute mascot
form on everything from T-shirts to milk
cartons. “How can I express it? The toki is
so important for people on Sado,” the 42-
year-old said. “Itʼs like family.”

Even after training, a tokiʼs future is
precarious: only about half survive preda-
tors like snakes and weasels, and the sur-
vival rate for newborn chicks is similar. But
enough have thrived that Japan may
expand the Sado program, and there have
been successes elsewhere. Chinaʼs wild
population now numbers over 4,450, and
a South Korean project released 40 toki
for the first time in 2019. For Saito, who
speaks as toki squawk nearby, the birdʼs
resurrection is part of a bigger achieve-
ment on Sado-a new approach to farming
and the environment. “When this project
started, what I dreamed of the most was
seeing toki flying overhead while I
farmed,” he said. “An environment that is
good for toki is an environment that is also
safe for humans, and thatʼs something
people on Sado can be proud of.”— AFP

French court 
convicts eight for
stealing Banksy from
Paris attack site

AFrench court on Thursday convict-
ed eight men for the theft and
handling of a Banksy painting pay-

ing homage to the victims of the 2015
attack on the Bataclan concert hall in
Paris. Three men in their 30s who admit-
ted to the 2019 theft were given prison
sentences, one of four years and two of
three, although they will be able to serve
them wearing electronic tracking
bracelets rather than behind bars.

Another man, a 41-year-old million-
aire lottery winner and street art fan
accused of being the mastermind of the
heist, was given three years in jail for
handling stolen goods after judges found
the main allegation unproven. His sen-
tence will also be served with a bracelet.
Elsewhere in the capital, the defense
was making its final argument in the trial
of the surviving suspects in the 2015
Paris attacks themselves, with a verdict
expected on June 29.

British street artist Banksy painted his
“sad girl” work on the door of the
Bataclan in memory of the 90 people
killed in worst of the 13 November 2015
jihadist attacks that hit several sites
around the city. After its theft early in the
morning of January 26, 2019, police
eventually tracked the door to a farm in
Italy. Three men involved in transporting
the door were each jailed for 10 monthsʼ,
while a 58-year-old Italian man who
owns a hotel where it was stored tem-
porarily received a six-month suspended
sentence. — AFP

People party at the Ushuaia nightclub in Ibiza. — AFP photos

This picture shows Masaoki Tsuchiya looking for toki
birds with a spotting scope clamped to his van window
on Sado island, Niigata prefecture.

This picture shows farmer Shinichiro Saito working a rice
planter in a paddy field where wild toki birds primarily
feed.

This picture shows a toki bird landing on a rice paddy to feed in Sado island, Niigata prefecture.

Acrowd dances to the pulsing beat of
electronic music, hands in the air, at
the Pacha nightclub near the main

marina on the Spanish holiday island of
Ibiza. On this warm June night, the pan-
demic is a distant memory. “It is like
COVID never happened inside here,” said
Michelle, a 31-year-old British healthcare
worker at the entrance to the club, which is
packed with 3,500 people. After being
closed for two years because of Covid-19,
the Mediterranean islandʼs famous mega-
clubs have reopened their doors, drawing
throngs of partygoers.

“It has exceeded our expectations,” said
Paloma Tur, the spokeswoman for Grupo
Pacha which runs the hulking white night-
club that includes a rooftop terrace and
garden. “We still canʼt say for certain that
the numbers will be better than 2019, but
everything indicates yes.” As in many other
venues, almost all of the famous night-
clubʼs 150 staff received help from a gov-
ernment furlough scheme during the pan-
demic when Pacha was shut.

Before the pandemic, tourism account-
ed for 84 percent of Ibizaʼs gross domestic
product, for which clubbing is a major

draw. The health crisis was “a real disas-
ter”, said Juan Miguel Costa of the islandʼs
tourism board. The pandemic affected all
sectors but the leisure sector-which
employs over 3,000 people directly and
indirectly-was the last to fully open up after
virus restrictions were lifted.

Mass tourism complaints 
Roberto de Lope, the director general of

nightclub operator Ushuaia Entertainment,
said it was a “relief” to finally open their
club on the island on April 30 and start sell-
ing drinks. “But we are still affected, with a
lot of loans that we must pay back,” he
added. On the southeast coast of the
island, one of the groupʼs clubs Hi Ibiza,
which can hold 5,700 people, was prepar-
ing to open at midnight. But the party was
already in full swing across the street at its
other venue, Ushuaia.

As the sun set over the Mediterranean,
more than 7,000 tanned partygoers
danced around the swimming pools of this
outdoor club, which last year was only
allowed to open its doors for a few days
and with a reduced capacity. Scotlandʼs
Calvin Harris, one of the worldʼs top earn-

ing DJs, was performing that night. Tickets
at the door cost 90 euros ($95), and cock-
tails sold for around 20 euros.

But while the mega-clubs draw deep-
pocketed tourists from around the globe,
many Ibiza residents argue the island does
not need to rely on hard partying to draw
visitors. They point out that Ibiza and the
neighboring island of Formentera drew 1.9
million tourists in 2021, a little more than
half pre-pandemic numbers, even though
most nightclubs were shut. “I think Ibiza
has realized that we donʼt just live off par-
ties,” said Jaume Ribas, the spokesman of
an association called “Prou”, or “enough” in
Catalan, which has for years lobbied
against mass tourism on the island.

ʻFeel freeʼ 
Blessed with scores of stunning coves

and beaches, Ibiza is home to just 152,000
people but its population swells to up to
450,000 during the peak summer holidays.

The influx causes traffic problems and
has been blamed for a rise in crime related
to the drug trade as well as a shortage of
housing for locals. “The problems have
accelerated this year,” said Ribas. The

regional government of the Balearic
Islands, of which Ibiza is part, said it is
working to strike a balance between
tourism and sustainability.

“Ibizaʼs tourism model is evolving,” said
Costa of the islandʼs tourism board, citing
efforts to close illegal rentals on homeshar-
ing sites like Airbnb and shut illegal raves.
“Obviously leisure is an essential product
for us, we are a world-renowned brand
thanks to electronic music,” Costa added.

“But it is not the case anymore that the
tourism season started when the nightclubs
opened and ended then they closed.”
Ibizaʼs association with partying remains
strong, however, especially as global
tourism bounces back. Sara Borrego, 32,
came to Ibiza from Cadiz in southern Spain
with a group of friends to celebrate her
upcoming wedding, which was postponed
due to the pandemic. Dressed in white and
wearing a crown that said “bride”, she did
not stop dancing amid the crowd at
Ushuaia. “There are no more restrictions,
we donʼt have to wear a mask, we feel
free,” she said with a huge smile. — AFP

In this file photo A policeman stands guard
near a piece of art attributed to Banksy, that
was stolen at the Bataclan in Paris in 2019,
and found in Italy, ahead of a press confer-
ence in L’Aquila. — AFP 

This picture shows a captive toki bird on Sado island,
Niigata prefecture.

This picture shows a wild toki bird in flight on Sado
island, Niigata prefecture. — AFP photos
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When Saudi doctor Safi took a
new job at a hospital in the capi-
tal, she decided to offset her

standard white lab coat with a look she
once would have considered dramatic.
Walking into a Riyadh salon, she
ordered the hairdresser to chop her
long, wavy locks all the way up to her
neck, a style increasingly in vogue
among working women in the conserva-
tive kingdom.

The haircut - known locally by the
English word “boy” - has become strik-
ingly visible on the streets of the capi-
tal, and not just because women are no
longer required to wear hijab head-
scarves under social reforms pushed by
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
Saudi Arabiaʼs de facto ruler. As more
women join the workforce, a central
plank of government efforts to remake
the Saudi economy, many describe the
“boy” cut as a practical, professional
alternative to the longer styles they
might have preferred in their pre-work-
ing days.

For Safi, who asked to be identified
by a pseudonym to preserve her
anonymity, the look also serves as a
form of protection from unwanted male
attention, allowing her to focus on her
patients. “People like to see femininity in
a womanʼs appearance,” she said. “This
style is like a shield that protects me
from people and gives me strength.”

A practical time-saver 
At one salon in central Riyadh,

demand for the “boy” cut has spiked -

with seven or eight customers out of 30
requesting it on any given day, said
Lamis, a hairdresser. “This look has
become very popular now,” she said.
“The demand for it has increased, espe-
cially after women entered the labor
market.

“The fact that many women do not
wear the hijab has highlighted its
spread” while spurring even more cus-
tomers to try it out, especially women in
their late teens and twenties, she said.
The lifting of the headscarf requirement
is just one of many changes that have

reordered daily life for Saudi women
under Prince Mohammed, who was
named as the heir to his 86-year-old
father, King Salman, five years ago.

Saudi women are no longer banned
from concerts and sports events, and in
2018 they gained the right to drive. The
kingdom has also eased so-called
guardianship rules, meaning women can
now obtain passports and travel abroad
without a male relativeʼs permission.
Such reforms, however, have been
accompanied by a crackdown on
womenʼs rights activists, part of a broad-

er campaign against dissent. Getting
more women to work is a major compo-
nent of Prince Mohammedʼs Vision 2030
reform plan to make Saudi Arabia less
dependent on oil.

The plan initially called for women to
account for 30 percent of the workforce
by the end of the decade, but already
that figure has reached 36 percent,
assistant tourism minister Princess Haifa
Al-Saud told the World Economic Forum
in Davos last month. “We see women
today in every single job type,” Princess
Haifa said, noting that 42 percent of
small and medium-sized enterprises are
women-owned.

Many working women interviewed by
AFP praised the “boy” cut as a tool for
navigating their new professional lives. “I
am a practical woman and I donʼt have
time to take care of my hair,” said Abeer
Mohammed, a 41-year-old mother of two
who runs a menʼs clothing store. “My
hair is curly, and if my hair grows long, I
will have to spend time that is not avail-
able to me taking care of it in the morn-
ing.”

ʻShow of strengthʼ 
Saudi Arabia has traditionally out-

lawed men who “imitate women” or wear
womenʼs clothing, and vice versa. But
Rose, a 29-year-old shoe saleswoman
at a Riyadh mall, sees her close-
cropped hair as a means of asserting
her independence from men, not imitat-
ing them. It “gives me strength and self-
confidence... I feel different, and able to
do what I want without anyoneʼs

guardianship”, said Rose, who did not
want to give her full name.

“At first my family rejected the look,

but over time they got used to it,” she
added. Such acceptance partly reflects
the influence of Arab stars like actress
Yasmin Raeis or singer Shirene who
have adopted the style, said Egyptian
stylist Mai Galal. “A woman who cuts her
hair in this way is a woman whose char-
acter is strong because it is not easy for
women to dispense with their hair,” Galal
told AFP.

Nouf, who works in a cosmetics store
and preferred not to give her family
name, described the message of the
“boy” cut this way: “We want to say that
we exist, and our role in society does not
differ much from that of men.” Short hair,
she added, is “a show of womenʼs
strength”. — AFP

Safi poses for a photo with her short hair near
the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in the centre of
Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh.

Safi, a 26-year-old Saudi physician, poses for a photo with her short hair near the Kingdom
Centre skyscraper in the center of Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh. — AFP photos

Oscar-winning deaf actor
Marlee  Matlin becomes
Academy governor

Oscar-winning deaf actor Marlee
Matlin, who appeared in this yearʼs
Best Picture winner “CODA,” has

been elected to the Academyʼs board of
governors, the organization said
Wednesday. The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, the body that
awards the annual Oscars, said Matlin was
part of a new slate of governors who will
take office for the 2022-23 season.

Governors are drawn from 17 branches
of filmmakers, including actors such as
Matlin, as well as directors, producers, edi-
tors and visual effects crew. They oversee
the work of the Academy. Other notable
members of the Academyʼs board of gover-
nors include Steven Spielberg and “Selma”
director Ava Duvernay.

Matlin takes over the vacancy in the
actorsʼ branch left by Laura Dern (“Marriage
Story”), joining Whoopi Goldberg (“Ghost,”
“The Color Purple”) and Rita Wilson
(“Sleepless in Seattle”).—AFP

Vienna returns 
as world’s ‘most
liveable city’

The Austrian capital Vienna has made
a comeback as the worldʼs most live-
able city, according to an annual

report from the Economist published
Thursday. The Ukrainian capital Kyiv was
not included this year after Russia invaded
the country in late February, while Russian
cities Moscow and St Petersburg fell in the
rankings over “censorship” and the impact
of Western sanctions. Vienna snatched the
top spot from Auckland, which tumbled
down to 34th place due to coronavirus
pandemic restrictions, according to the
report by the Economist Intelligence Unit
(EIU). “Vienna, which slipped to 12th place
in our rankings in early 2021 as its muse-
ums and restaurants were closed, has
since rebounded to first place, the position
it held in 2018 and 2019,” it said.

“Stability and good infrastructure are
the cityʼs main charms for its inhabitants,
supported by good healthcare and plenty
of opportunities for culture and entertain-
ment.” Europe boasted six out of the top
ten cities. The Austrian capital was fol-
lowed by the Danish capital Copenhagen
and Switzerlandʼs Zurich. Fellow Swiss city
Geneva came sixth, Germanyʼs Frankfurt
seventh, and the Netherlandsʼ Amsterdam
ninth. Canada also did well.

Calgary came in joint third position, fol-
lowed by Vancouver in fifth place and

Toronto in eighth. Japanʼs Osaka and
Australiaʼs Melbourne shared the tenth
place. Franceʼs capital Paris came 19th,
23 places up from last year. The Belgian
capital Brussels was 24th, just behind
Canadaʼs Montreal. The United Kingdomʼs
capital London was the worldʼs 33rd most
liveable city, while Spainʼs Barcelona and
Madrid came 35th and 43rd respectively.
Italyʼs Milan ranked number 49, the US city
of New York 51, and Chinaʼs Beijing came
71st. Lebanonʼs capital Beirut, which was
ravaged by a 2020 port explosion and is
battling a crippling financial crisis, was not
included in the ranking of business desti-
nations.

Neither was the Ukrainian capital Kyiv,
after the Russian invasion on February 24

forced the EIU to abort its survey of the
city. Russiaʼs capital Moscow saw its live-
ability ranking fall by 15 places, while St
Petersburg slipped by 13 places.
“Increased censorship accompanies the
ongoing conflict,” the report noted.
“Russian cities are additionally seeing
restrictions on culture and environment as
a result of Western economic sanctions.”
Other cities in eastern Europe cities were
considered less stable following “raised
diplomatic tensions” due to the war in
Ukraine. The capital of war-torn Syria,
Damascus, retained its place as least live-
able city on the planet. — AFP 

Lebanon banks 
on summer
tourism windfall

Lebanonʼs ailing economy should
receive a welcome injection of more
than $3 billion thanks to a rebound

in tourist arrivals over the summer, the
tourism minister said Wednesday.
Lebanon defaulted on its debt in 2020,
the local currency has lost around 90 per-

cent of its value on the black market, and
the UN now considers four in five
Lebanese to be poor.

While soaring inflation is ravaging
households with incomes in Lebanese
pounds, the informal exchange rate
makes prices attractive to most tourists.
“This summer is promising. We expect
more than a million tourists and income of
$3-3.5 billion during this summer sea-
son,” Minister Walid Nassar told AFP in
an interview.

Reservations show that three quarters
of the arrivals will be Lebanese nationals
from the diaspora, he said. “The remain-

ing 25 percent are foreigners hailing
mostly from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Gulf
countries,” Nassar added. The diaspora
had shunned the traditional summer
homecoming in recent years, with a
deadly 2020 Beirut port blast and biting
shortages compounding pandemic-linked
restrictions.

The sector had been one of the pillars
of Lebanonʼs economy, bringing in
around $10 billion annually. Global
tourism is roaring back to life after the
COVID-19 pandemic, and Lebanon has
been keen to draw tourists and their cash
dollars. Despite crumbling infrastructure

and massive electricity shortages, the
tourism ministry launched a large PR
campaign to promote the country as a
destination.

With central bank coffers critically
depleted and foreign aid hinging on
reforms, a summer tourism windfall could
buy Lebanon more time. The countryʼs
top political and security brokers “are
aware of how important it is for this sum-
mer season to be a success”, Nassar
said. — AFP

Bill Cosby to appeal
civil ruling on 
teen sex assault

Bill Cosby will appeal the civil verdict
that saw him ordered to pay
$500,000 to a woman he allegedly

sexually assaulted almost five decades
ago, a spokesman said Wednesday. The
man once known as “Americaʼs Dad” has
been accused of predatory behavior by
dozens of women in allegations that stretch
back decades. But after a sole criminal
conviction was overturned on a technicali-
ty, Tuesdayʼs civil ruling by a jury in
California was the only legal finding of cul-
pability. Despite the ruling, a spokesman
for the veteran entertainer said the case
was an “astonishing victory” for Cosby, and
insisted the actor would appeal.

“Yesterday actor and comedian Bill
Cosby was awarded an astonishing victo-
ry by jurors in a civil trial brought by Judy
Huth,” spokesman Andrew Wyatt said,
according to Variety. “The jurors decided
to grant Judy Huth with a $500,000 ver-
dict but voted 9-3 in favor of not reward-
ing Ms. Huth any punitive damages.”

A two week civil trial had heard how
Cosby had met Huth and her then-17-
year-old friend on a movie set in the mid-
1970s. He was said to have plied them
with alcohol and taken them to Hugh
Hefnerʼs Playboy Mansion where he
molested Huth, who was 16 at the time.
Huth reported the alleged assault to
police in Los Angeles after the statute of
limitations had expired.

She was permitted to bring a civil case
under a California law that allows adults
who have repressed memories of sex
attacks to take legal action many years
later. “Within a few weeks, (Cosbyʼs)
attorney Jennifer Bonjean will be in...
court to appeal the $500,000 verdict,
which means that Ms. Huth will never
receive a payday from Mr. Cosby,”
Wyattʼs statement said.

Gloria Allred, who represented Huth,
now 64, said the award of $500,000 com-
pensation by the jury “demonstrated that
they believed her.” Cosby, now 84, was a
towering figure in late-20th century
American popular culture, and hit the big
time as affable obstetrician and father
Cliff Huxtable on “The Cosby Show,”
which ran from 1984-92. But around 60
women, many of them one-time aspiring
actresses and models, have publicly
branded Cosby a calculating, serial pred-
ator who plied victims with sedatives and
alcohol before assaulting them over four
decades. — AFP

In this file photo US actor Bill Cosby arrives
at a court in Norristown, Pennsylvania to face
sentencing for sexual assault. — AFP

In this file photo US actress Marlee Matlin
(left) and US actor Troy Kotsur pose in the
press room during the 94th Oscars at the
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP

A welcoming billboard is seen along the airport road in Lebanon’s capital Beirut, following a
campaign by the Tourism Ministry to replace the pictures of political figures with images of
natural sites. — AFP photos

A welcoming billboard is seen along the airport road in Lebanon’s capital Beirut.
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News in brief

City eye goalkeeper Ortega

BERLIN: Premier League champions Manchester
City are on the verge of signing Stefan Ortega from
relegated Bundesliga club Arminia Bielefeld as back
up for first-choice goalkeeper Ederson, according to
reports Thursday. Magazine Kicker and top-selling
daily Bild say the 29-year-old will join the Citizens on
a free transfer as his Bielefeld contract has expired.
Ortega was one of Bielefeld’s best players last season,
keeping six clean sheets in 33 league games even
though the club was relegated after finishing second
from bottom in Germany’s top flight. He was on the
fringe of the Germany squad for last summer’s Euro
2020 finals as fourth-choice goalkeeper on stand-by
if Manuel Neuer, Kevin Trapp or Bernd Leno had
been injured.

Dortmund to sign Haller 

BERLIN: Ajax forward Sebastien Haller flew to
Germany on Thursday to complete a medical check
before signing with Borussia Dortmund as a replace-
ment for Erling Haaland. Haller was picked up by
Dortmund officials after landing at the city’s airport
from where he was taken for his medical. The 28-
year-old Ivory Coast international is reportedly
poised to ink a four-year deal with Dortmund to
replace Haaland, who has joined Premier League
champions Manchester City. German daily Bild say
Haller’s transfer from Ajax is set to cost Bundesliga
runners-up Dortmund around 31 million euros ($32.5
million) including bonuses. Haller was in superb form
in the Champions League last season, scoring 11
goals in eight games including four in a 5-1 win over
Sporting Lisbon in Ajax’s opening group match. The
Dutch champions bowed out in the last 16, but Haller
went on to score 21 goals in 31 games in the
Eredivisie.

Galatasaray get new coach

ISTANBUL: Ex-Turkey midfielder Okan Buruk has
been appointed coach of his former club Galatasaray
on a two-year deal, the Istanbul side announced on
Thursday. After the departure of Fatih Terim in
January Spaniard Domenec Torrent, a former assis-
tant to Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola, was
unable to improve the team’s results. The club
slumped to 13th in the league, an historic low for the
record 22-time Turkish league champions. Buruk, a
48-year-old was capped 56 times for Turkey and
played for the club for 12 seasons, winning the UEFA
Cup with them in 2000. “Welcome home!”
Galatasaray said in a statement. As a coach Buruk led
Istanbul Basaksehir to their first ever Turkish league
title in 2020.

Baltimore Ravens mourn 

NEW YORK: The Baltimore Ravens were plunged
into mourning on Wednesday following the sudden
deaths of Super Bowl-winning former star Tony
Siragusa and current defensive player Jaylon
Ferguson. Siragusa, a defensive tackle on the Ravens
team which beat the New York Giants in the Super
Bowl in 2000, passed away at the age of 55. His
death was confirmed by Indianapolis Colts owner Jim
Irsay. Siragusa spent six years with the Colts between
1990 and 1996 before finishing his career in
Baltimore. “The Goose squeezed 200 fun-loving
years into 55!!” Irsay wrote on Twitter, referring to
Siragusa by his popular nickname. “He was one of the
most physically strongest players I have ever seen in
50 years.” The cause of Siragusa’s death was not
immediately known. News of Siragusa’s passing came
just hours after the Ravens confirmed the death of
outside linebacker Ferguson at the age of 26 late
Tuesday. —from AFP  

BUENOS AIRES: Eight medical personnel will
stand trial for alleged criminal negligence in the
death of Argentine football legend Diego Maradona,
according to a court ruling made public on
Wednesday. No date has been set for the trial of the
staff over Maradona’s death in 2020, which prose-
cutors say was due to “omissions” by his caregivers
who abandoned him “to his fate” during home hos-
pitalization.

Maradona died aged 60 while recovering from
brain surgery for a blood clot, and after decades of
battles with cocaine and alcohol addictions. He was
found dead in bed two weeks after going under the
knife, in a rented house in an exclusive Buenos Aires
neighborhood to where he was brought after being
discharged from hospital.

He was found to have died of a heart attack. A
panel of 20 medical experts convened by
Argentina’s public prosecutor concluded last year
that Maradona’s treatment was rife with “deficien-
cies and irregularities.” It said the footballer “would
have had a better chance of survival” with adequate
treatment in an appropriate medical facility. The
experts found his caregivers had abandoned the
idolized player to his fate for a “prolonged, agoniz-
ing period” leading up to his death.

‘Reckless’ treatment 
Charged in the case are neurosurgeon and family

doctor Leopoldo Luque, psychiatrist Agustina

Cosachov, psychologist Carlos Diaz, medical coor-
dinator Nancy Forlini and four others including two
nurses. Prosecutors had asked that the defendants
be tried for negligent homicide, stating they “were
the protagonists of an unprecedented, totally defi-
cient and reckless hospitalization at home.” They
risk sentences ranging from eight to 25 years in
prison. All have denied responsibility.

An investigation was opened following a com-
plaint filed by two of Maradona’s five children
against Luque, whom they blame for their father’s
deterioration after the operation. Maradona is
widely considered one of the greatest footballers in
history. The former Boca Juniors, Barcelona and
Napoli star suffered from liver, kidney and cardio-
vascular disorders when he died. He became an idol
to millions of Argentines after he inspired the South
American country to only their second World Cup
triumph in 1986.

The court ruling ordering the composition of a
trial bench came as Argentina celebrated its Day of
the Footballer commemorating Maradona’s per-
formance in the 1986 quarter final against England-
when he scored the infamous “hand of God” goal
and then the “Goal of the Century” as voted in a
FIFA poll. His death shocked fans around the world,
and tens of thousands queued to file past his coffin,
draped in the Argentine flag, at the presidential
palace in Buenos Aires amid three days of national
mourning. —AFP

Prosecutors say caregivers ‘abandoned him to his fate’

8 medical personnel to be 
tried for Maradona death

BELLA VISTA: In this file photo, the coffin with the remains of late Argentine football legend Diego Armando
Maradona is carried by his family and friends at the Jardin Bella Vista cemetery, in Buenos Aires province.
Eight medical personnel will stand trial for alleged criminal negligence in the death of Argentine football
legend Diego Maradona, according to a court ruling made public on June 22, 2022.  —AFP

Similar paths lead 
Montpellier, Castres 
back to Top 14 final
PARIS: Castres face Montpellier in Friday’s Top 14
final in a repeat of their 2018 meeting with both
sides having experienced French domestic rugby’s
rollercoaster ride since their last visits to the Stade
de France. When Pierre-Henry Broncan arrived at
Stade Pierre Fabre two years ago he was in charge
of recruitment. Not long after, he became head
coach under director of rugby Mauricio Reggiardo
with Castres struggling near the relegation zone.
By March 2021 Reggiardo had left as 48-year-old
Broncan, a close friend of England head coach
Eddie Jones, and a squad he had signed in his first
role at the club won seven of their last eight league
games to finish seventh in the standings.

Unlike many Top 14 outfits, like Toulouse, who
they beat in Friday’s semi-final, Castres’ set-up is
shorn of big names but they topped the table at
the end of this season with the 10th highest play-
ing budget in the competition. Broncan’s side
includes players brought in from French lower
divisions, Uruguay scrum-half Santiago Arata and
hard-working forwards l ike Australians Tom
Staniforth and Nick Champion de Crespigny.

“We don’t have internationals in every position,
but we have a good squad,” winger Geoffrey Palis
told reporters this week. “The recruitment is well
targeted. There’s a really good mix. “There are
naturally affinities but no guys put to one side, no
foreigners on one side and the French another.
Everyone is harmonious and we see that on the
field,” he added. It’s been a comparable story for
Montpellier who were bottom of the Top 14 table
early on in the 2020-2021 season before director

of rugby Philippe Saint-Andre took over as head
coach from the sacked Xavier Garbajosa.

Ex-France winger Saint-Andre, 55, made his
coaching return having led Les Bleus to a humil-
iating quarter-final defeat to New Zealand at the
2015 Rugby World Cup. “Philippe suffered a lot
when he was France head coach. People were
harsh on him, sometimes in really violent ways,”
Montpellier owner Mohed Altrad told Monday’s
edition of newspaper Midi Olympique. “After
that he needed time to re-build, to love rugby
like he used to. He’s happy again, I see it in his
eyes,” he added.

‘Gem’ Garbisi
One of Montpellier’s leading players this term

has been Italy fly-half Paolo Garbisi, who signed a
new deal this week. Scrum-halves Benoit
Paillaugue and Gela Aprasidze have taken over the
tee in recent weeks despite the 22-year-old scor-
ing 150 points in his maiden Top 14 season and
keeping South Africa Rugby World Cup winner
Handre Pollard out of the No. 10 jersey. “The staff
were very intelligent,” Syrian billionaire Altrad
said. “Since they took away the goal-kicking
duties, Paolo is more free on the field. He’s a gem,”
he added. —AFP

PARIS: Castres’ players take part in a captain’s run training session at the Stade de France in Saint Denis,
north of Paris on June 23, 2022, on the eve of the Top 14 final rugby union match between Castres
Olympique and Montpellier Herault Club.  —AFP

CHUNCHEON: Kuwait’s Hanan Al-
Nasser won a bronze medal at the 2022
Asian Taekwondo Championship held
in Chuncheon, South Korea. Nasser’s
achievement came following tough
competition against competitors from
South Korea and Iran. Her accomplish-

ment returns Kuwait to the podium at a
major international taekwondo compe-
tition for the first time in 18 years. The
Asian Taekwondo Championship is
considered the world’s biggest after the
Olympics and the World Taekwondo
Grand Prix. —Agencies

OTTAWA: Hockey Canada’s federal
funding was halted on Wednesday
over its handling of an alleged 2018
gang rape by eight players and
accusations of an attempted cover-
up. Sports Minister Pascale St-
Onge made the announcement ,
telling reporters in Ottawa the sex-
ual assault allegations are “horri-
ble ,”  and Hockey Canada’s
response to them has been “totally
inappropriate.”

A lawsuit filed by a 24-year-old
woman in Apri l  against  Hockey
Canada, the Canadian Hockey
League and the players had been
settled without attracting attention
until local reports began circulating
at the beginning of June about the
alleged rape. According to sports
broadcaster TSN, the woman, iden-
tified only as “E.M.” in court docu-
ments, claimed to have been sexu-
ally assaulted at a London, Ontario
hotel after a Hockey Canada gala in
June 2018.

Hockey Canada received about
Can$14 million (US $10.8 million)
from the federal government over
the past two years. St-Onge said
“any future publ ic  funding” of
Hockey Canada would be frozen
until several criteria are met. These
include releasing an incomplete
report that the sport’s governing
body ordered in relation to the
alleged assault and the implemen-

tation of its recommendations, as
well as signing on with a new fed-
eral agency that has the power to
investigate and sanction abuses in
sports.

St-Onge said she expects
Hockey Canada to work closely
with the new Office of the Sport
Integrity Commissioner “to improve
the culture in the organization and
end the culture of silence and sexu-
al violence.” In testimony before a
par l iamentary committee on
Monday, Hockey Canada executives
denied trying to hide the rape
claim, saying police were informed
the same day they learned of the
alleged attack.

They also told the committee
they hired a law firm to conduct an
independent probe, but noted that
few players cooperated with the
invest igat ion. According to the
alleged victim, her assailants were
all Canadian Hockey League play-
ers, some who played in the 2017-
2018 World Junior  Ice Hockey
Championships and some who went
on to compete in  the National
Hockey League. St-Onge said the
Hockey Canada executives’ testi-
mony fa i led to c lar i fy their
response to the incident, except to
show that  the body’s  internal
processes for dealing with sexual
misconduct were “not well func-
tioning.” —AFP

Hockey Canada federal 
funding suspended over 
rape allegations

Kuwaiti wins bronze at 
taekwondo tournament

CHUNCHEON: Kuwait’s Hanan Al-Nasser poses with her bronze medal she won
at the 2022 Asian Taekwondo Championship.
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Nigerian government
reverses basketball
withdrawal
ABUJA: Nigeria’s government on Thursday
reversed a decision to stay away from interna-
tional basketball for two years on account of a
long-drawn power tussle in the leadership of the
sport in the country. Top sports ministry official
Ismaila Abubakar told reporters the decision
from President Muhammadu Buhari came after
the minister and other stakeholders lobbied for it
to be rescinded. In January, the Nigeria
Basketball Federation (NBBF) staged two sepa-
rate elections during which the incumbent Musa
Kida emerged as the winner in one, while Igoche
Mark was voted through in the other.

“President Buhari, in the overriding spirit of
national interest, love for our youth, and in order
to avoid sending basketball development into a
long period of suspension, has approved the
return of Nigeria to international basketball
immediately,” Abubakar said. However, he said
the government has ordered the NBBF to resolve
the issues which led to the withdrawal in the first
instance.

Some of the issues will be for the parties in
the crisis to reconcile and for an immediate
review of the statutes that governs the running
of the sport in Nigeria. On May 12, the Nigerian
government announced the immediate with-
drawal of the country from all international bas-
ketball competitions for two years because of a
lingering crisis that engulfed the sport. The with-
drawal has already cost the country’s women’s
team their place at this year’s FIBA World Cup in
Australia. —AFP

MIAMI: Nazem Kadri lashed in an overtime winner
as the Colorado Avalanche defeated the Tampa Bay
Lightning 3-2 in overtime to move within one win of
the Stanley Cup crown on Wednesday. Kadri flashed
a shot past Bolts goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy deep
into the first period of sudden-death overtime at
Tampa Bay’s Amalie Arena to put the Avs 3-1 up in
the best-of-seven series.

Colorado can clinch NHL championship on Friday
with a victory against the reigning Stanley Cup hold-
ers in game five in Denver. Kadri’s winner came as he
returned to the Avs line-up after an 18-day layoff fol-
lowing surgery on an injured thumb. “That was a huge
win, we stuck with it and were able to get it done in
the OT,” said Kadri after a game in which Colorado
twice came from behind to level in regulation.

Kadri admitted he was not sure his winning shot
had found the net at first. “I thought he made the save
for a second,” he said. “The next thing you know
people are sprinting towards me. It’s a great feeling.
“I’ve been waiting for this my whole life so I figured
stop waiting and join the party. You couldn’t have
written a better story.” Earlier, Tampa Bay got off to
a dream start, taking the lead after just 36 seconds
when center Anthony Cirelli fired a rebound past
Colorado goaltender Darcy Kuemper after Erik
Cernak’s shot.

Kuemper redemption
Buoyed by that early strike, Tampa Bay poured

forward looking to add to their lead but were unable
to find a way past Kuemper, who produced a magnif-
icent display of shot-stopping to keep Colorado in

the game. The Avalanche goalie stopped 16 of 17
shots faced and parried away several rebound
opportunities.

It was a badly needed return to form for
Kuemper, who was pulled during a miserable outing
in game three after shipping five goals in a 6-2
drubbing on Monday. Kuemper’s saves included a
stunning stop from close range after the Lightning’s
Nick Paul was clean through after stripping Nathan
MacKinnon of the puck close to goal. Having weath-
ered the first period blitz - when Colorado managed
just four shots to 17 by Tampa Bay - the Avalanche
turned things around in the second period.

The Avs finally drew level when Mikko
Rantanen’s shot deflected off MacKinnon’s skate to
beat Bolts goaltender Vasilevskiy. But Tampa Bay
regained the lead midway through the second peri-
od with a moment of magic from defenseman Victor
Hedman. The towering 6ft 6in Swede gathered the
puck near halfway and weaved up the ice before
rifling an angled back-handed shot past Kuemper to
make it 2-1.

Colorado maintained their poise however and
again drew level in the third period, with Nico Sturm
finishing on a rebound after Vasilevskiy’s save.
Colorado looked the far stronger team in overtime
and the Lightning had Vasilevskiy to thank for a
series of superb saves. Logan O’Connor and Gabriel
Landeskog both saw shots blocked by Vasilevskiy
while Bowen Byram rattled the crossbar with another
effort. Vasilevskiy was finally beaten however by
Kadri’s well-taken finish to leave Colorado just one
win away from the title. —AFP

Colorado Avalanche overcome Lightning 3-2 in overtime

Avalanche on the brink of Stanley 
Cup glory after Kadri seals thriller

TAMPA: Andrei Vasilevskiy #88 of the Tampa Bay Lightning lays on the ice after allowing a goal during the
third period against the Colorado Avalanche in Game Four of the 2022 NHL Stanley Cup Final at Amalie Arena
on June 22, 2022 in Tampa, Florida. - AFP 

A new injury 
Head-ache for 
Australia in S Lanka
COLOMBO: Travis Head will miss Australia’s last
one-day international against Sri Lanka while Steve
Smith is also doubtful, skipper Aaron Finch said
Thursday on the eve of the dead-rubber match.
Head hurt his hamstring on Tuesday when Sri Lanka
took an unassailable 3-1 lead in the five-match
series in Colombo, adding to a long list of injuries
for the visitors. Smith missed the game with a quad
problem and Australia were also without Marcus
Stoinis, Kane Richardson, Mitchell Starc and Ashton
Agar. “There is a lot of them,” Finch said, adding
that he was “not sure” if Head, who scored a useful
70 not out in the third ODI on Sunday, would be fit
for the two-match Test series beginning on July 29
in Galle.

“Especially where he fields in the outfield, he
does quite a lot of kilometers and the ground is
quite heavy,” Finch said, adding that Head’s absence
was a “bit more of a precaution.” He said he doubt-
ed Smith would be available either. “But that could
change. I mean he’ll be doing training this afternoon.
We will go down there and have a look at the con-
ditions and everything. But from what I understand,
he won’t be available for tomorrow,” Finch said.

Finch also said that Starc was “still not right”

with his finger, which he cut on the spike of his boot
in the first ODI. “Where it is, the stitching and things
like that (are) just not quite 100-percent healed.
Without being able to bowl with tape on, he will be
out for tomorrow as well,” Finch said. Finch blamed
the “disappointing” series defeat on Australia’s
inability to build partnerships but said the games
were still good preparation for the Tests.

“Any time we’ve started to get any momentum in
the game, we lose a wicket and in these conditions,
once you lose one, they go back-to-back pretty
quick,” Finch said. He also defended international
bilateral series in the age of domestic T20 tourna-
ments like the Indian Premier League, which have
registered huge growth in funding and popularity in
the last few years. Finch said that the standard “isn’t
the same when you play domestic competitions”
and international bilateral series were still “impor-
tant to the game”.

Sri Lanka head coach Chris Silverwood on Friday
paid tribute to the players for their “very satisfying”
first bilateral series victory over Australia since
2010. “Most satisfying for me was the progress of a
team as we’ve made through this journey so far, just
to see obviously the tactics coming together, to see
guys out in the middle scoring runs, to see how
we’ve chased totals down,” Silverwood told
reporters. “And to me, one of the most exciting
things is but we’re still nowhere near the potential
that we have in that team... If the guys keep learning
and keep progressing the way they are, then we will
be... in a very strong position to challenge anywhere
in the world.” —AFP

COLOMBO: Australia’s Travis Head plays a shot during
the third one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Sri Lanka and Australia at R Premadasa
International Cricket Stadium in Colombo. —AFP

Serena’s comeback 
cut short by 
Jabeur injury
EASTBOURNE: Serena Williams’ Wimbledon
preparations suffered a blow after doubles part-
ner Ons Jabeur withdrew from the Eastbourne
tournament because of a knee injury on Thursday.
Williams had returned to tennis at Eastbourne
after 12 months away, playing her first two com-
petitive matches since she limped out of last
year’s Wimbledon in tears with a leg injury.

The 40-year-old American and Tunisian part-
ner Jabeur made it through to the Eastbourne
semi-finals with wins over Maria Bouzkova and
Sara Sorribes Tormo in the last 16 and Shuko
Aoyama and Chan Hao-ching in the quarter-
finals. But Jabeur’s injury deprives Serena of the
chance to hone further her grass-court game
ahead of the start of Wimbledon on Monday.
Before Williams made the surprise announcement
of her return last week, rumours of retirement had
swirled around her for several months.

But Williams has accepted a wild card into
the women’s singles at Wimbledon as she bids
to equal Margaret Court’s record of 24 Grand
Slam singles titles. She will find out who she
faces in the first round when the draw is made
on Friday. Speaking after Wednesday’s doubles
match, Williams had said: “I feel good. As good
as one can feel after having such a long time
off. I was telling Ons, this was a really good

match and the second set in particular, they
played really well, but we were able to just play
different circumstances.

“It was actually good match play and match
practice, which is exactly what I needed and
what I wanted to do coming here, so I couldn’t
have asked for more.” The last of Williams’ 23
Grand Slam singles titles came at the Australian

Open in 2017. Since then she has lost  four
Grand Slam finals, including at Wimbledon in
2018 and 2019. Williams won the seventh and
most recent of her seven Wimbledon singles
titles in 2016. Serena, who became a mother in
2017, has plummeted to 1,204th in the WTA
rankings due to her period out of action prior
to Eastbourne. —AFP

Saudi, Egypt book 
Arab Futsal Cup 
quarterfinals 
RIYADH: Egypt and Saudi Arabia won crucial
encounters against Algeria and Libya, respectively,
on Wednesday to qualify for the quarterfinals of the
Arab Futsal Cup 2022, being held in Dammam city,
eastern Saudi Arabia, between June 20 and 28. In a
Group B showdown, the Egyptian national team
defeated Algeria’s 2-0 pushing their tally to four
points on top of the group standings, followed by
Iraq with a similar tally. The Saudi team beat Libya
5-3 to lead Group C standings, followed by Palestine
and Libya. Besides Saudi Arabia and Egypt, six
teams, namely Kuwait, Morocco, Mauritania, Iraq,
Libya and Palestine, previously proceeded to the
quarterfinals of the championship which will be held
on Friday, June 24. The semifinals are slated for
Sunday, June 26, and the final on Tuesday, June 28. 

Women Championship
In another development, Saudi Arabia have quali-

fied for the final of the 2022 WAFF Women’s Futsal
Championship after overcoming Bahrain 1-0 in extra
time at King Abdullah Sports City Hall in Jeddah on
Wednesday night. The winning goal came from Al-
Bandari Mubarak to seal a place in Friday’s final
against Iraq, who comprehensively defeated Kuwait
12-0 in the other semifinal. Kuwait and Bahrain will
face off in the third-place play-off prior to the final
on June 24. Meanwhile, ahead of Wednesday’s last-
four clashes, Palestine beat Oman 6-1 to secure fifth
place in the tournament. —Agencies

EASTBOURNE: Serena Williams of the US (left) and Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur react as they play against Japan’s
Shuko Aoyama and Tawain’s Chan Hao-ching during their women’s doubles quarter final tennis match on day
four of the Eastbourne International tennis tournament on June 22, 2022.  —AFP

Muhammad to 
miss US trials
EUGENE: Dalilah Muhammad, the reigning 400m hurdles
world champion and gold medallist at the 2016 Rio Olympics,
will miss the US trials with a hamstring injury that she
expects to be healed in time for her title defense. As reigning
champion Muhammad has a bye into the event at the World
Championships in Eugene, Oregon, in July. 

Normally US qualifying procedures would require her

to race at least one heat of one event at trials to use her
bye, but she was able to receive a waiver to opt out of the
meeting that starts Thursday on the same Hayward Field
track that will host the championships. “It just wasn’t worth
me pushing,” Muhammad said Wednesday at a pre-event
press conference.

“I just kind of minorly stretched my right hamstring,”
Muhammad said of the injury. “Kind of just tweaked it a lit-
tle bit, about two weeks ago.” Muhammad had been set for
another showdown with fierce rival Sydney McLaughlin,
who seized Olympic gold ahead of Muhammad in Tokyo
last year in spectacular fashion, smashing her own world

record to take gold in 51.46sec. Muhammad posted the
second-fastest time in history in taking silver in that race.
But she hasn’t raced since May 21, withdrawing from a
planned race on June 12.

Muhammad however said that other than this recent set-
back she felt like she was approaching peak form, after bat-
tling COVID-19 and injuries to make it to Tokyo last year. “I
feel like I’m getting back to prime fitness level, unfortunately
we’re probably just going to have to wait til worlds to see.”
McLaughlin, meanwhile, is entered at the trials where a top-
three finish will clinch a place at Worlds. She was runner-up
to Muhammad at the 2019 World Championships. —AFP
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BUDAPEST: After Caeleb Dressel, one of the vet-
erans expected to dominate the World Swimming
Championships, quit the competition as two
teenagers, 17-year-old David Popovici and Summer
McIntosh, 15, leapt to the top step of the podium.
Dressel, a seven-time Olympic gold medalist, had
“withdrawn for medical reasons. For his long-term
health,” Lindsay Mintenko, the Swimming
Managing Director for the USA team, told media at
the start of the evening session. “He’s just not fit to
compete right now.”

Popovici then claimed victory in one of Dressel’s
events, the men’s 100m freestyle, and McIntosh won
the women’s 200m butterfly. In the other individual
finals, 20-year-old Frenchman Leon Marchand
completed the men’s medley double in the 200m
and Kylie Masse won a second Canadian gold when
she took the 50m women’s backstroke. The evening
ended with another of the US team’s veteran stars,
Katie Ledecky, carving a place in the record books
with the winning women’s 200m relay team.

It was Ledecky’s 21st world championship
medal, more than any other woman. Australia took
silver while Canada, with McIntosh collecting a
second medal of the day, held on for bronze.
Dressel had already won two golds in Budapest
before his last race on Tuesday morning. It was a

heat of the 100m freestyle and the Olympic cham-
pion qualified only second fastest behind Popovici.
The teenager was asked after the final if he had
scared off Dressel.

“I don’t think so, I think he is too big of a boy to
be running away from someone like myself or
frankly anyone but I hope he’s OK and I hope he’ll
come back stronger.” Popovici, who had become
the first Romanian man to win a world title when he
took the 200m free, became the first man to do the
100-200 freestyle double at the world champi-
onships since American Jim Montgomery in 1973.

Dutchman Pieter van den Hoogenband repeated
the rare feat at the Sydney Olympics in 2000. “I’m
glad we got to write a small page in swimming his-
tory,” said the smiling Popovic. “Some would say a
huge page, but we like to keep it low key.” “I’m
glad to have got two golds now, I think it will be
pretty heavy carrying them.” Popovici edged
Frenchman Maxime Grousset by 0.6sec and
Canadian Joshua Liendo by 0.13.

‘Smart race’ 
“In the 200 I was surprised by how much I won

by. This time I was surprised by how little we won
by,” he said, adding he preferred the 200m event. “I
consider 200m more of a smart race,” he said. In

the two-lap 100, he said, “we have to go out as fast
as we can and come back as fast as possible. It’s an
animal instinct race.” Popovic prepared for a career
as a sports star by attending a bilingual school in
Romania and speaks fluent English. “I haven’t fin-
ished high school yet I don’t even drive yet,” he
pointed out.

At 15, McIntosh is even younger. The Canadian
broke the world junior record as she added the
200m butterfly to the silver she had won in the
400m freestyle on the opening day. McIntosh beat
Hali Flickinger of the United States by 0.88sec with
Zhang Yufei of China third. “I just literally gave it
my all and did everything I could, and put in all my
energy and all my focus, and just stretched for the
wall and put my hand on the wall as fast as I possi-
bly could,” McIntosh said.

Marchand, who claimed the 400m title on
Saturday, grabbed the lead in the breaststroke and
held it on the last lap to finish in 1min 55.22sec,
edging out American Carson Foster and Japanese
bronze medalist Daiya Seto. The second Canadian
gold medalist, Masse, a relative old timer at 26, had
won gold in the 100m backstroke at the previous
two world championships and a silver in Budapest.
She has never won a major medal at the shortest
distance. —AFP

BUDAPEST: Canada’s Joshua Liendo (left), Romania’s David Popovici (center) and France’s Maxime Grousset competes in the men’s 100m freestyle finals during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Championships at Duna
Arena in Budapest. —AFP

US artistic 
swimmer rescued
from pool
BUDAPEST: Artistic swimmer Anita Alvarez, who was
dramatically rescued from the bottom of the pool after
fainting, has yet to decide whether to return to the
pool for her final event, the team said on Thursday.
Coach Andrea Fuentes leapt in to rescue Alvarez, who
had sunk to the bottom of the pool and was not
breathing after passing out at the conclusion of her
routine during Wednesday night’s solo free final.

“Anita is doing fine and taking today to rest. She
has been fully evaluated by both our team doctor and
event medical staff. She currently has one final event
left to participate in at the 2022 World Championships
and she will decide if she feels up to compete tomor-
row if she is cleared medically,” said Alyssa Jacobs,
spokeswoman for the team. The 25-year-old Alvarez is
in the US team for the Team Free Final on Friday. “This
happened to her once last year at the Olympic
Qualification Tournament when competing her duet,”
said Jacobs. “Prior to that, she has had sporadic issues
with fainting but never in competition.”

On Wednesday, Fuentes, dressed not in swimming
gear but in shorts and a T-shirt, dived to the bottom of
the pool and dragged Alvarez to the surface. “It was a
big scare. I had to jump in because the lifeguards
weren’t doing it,” Fuentes was reported as saying by
Spanish newspaper Marca. “I was scared because I
saw she wasn’t breathing, but now she is doing very
well,” said Fuentes, a four-time Olympic artistic swim-
ming medalist.

Alvarez was taken on a stretcher to the pool’s
medical centre, with teammates and fans appearing
to be in shock poolside, with some in tears consoling
each other. “It was very intense,” Fuentes told AS
newspaper. “I think she was at least two minutes
without breathing because her lungs were full of
water. “But we were able to take her to a good place,
she vomited the water, coughed and that was it, but
it was a big scare.” Alvarez scored enough from the

judges to finish seventh in the 12-woman final.

Lifeguards ‘stunned’
Fuentes was critical of the slow reaction of the life-

guards at the Aquatic World Championships, which
finish on Sunday after 10 days of competition. “When I
saw her sinking, I looked at the rescuers, but I saw that
they were stunned. They didn’t react,” Fuentes was
reported as saying by the newspaper. “I thought, ‘Will
you jump in now?’ My reflexes kicked in quickly. I’m
like that, I can’t just stare. “I didn’t overthink it, I
jumped. I think it was the craziest and fastest free dive
I’ve ever done in my career. “I picked her up and lifted
her, obviously she was heavy, it wasn’t easy.” The USA

artistic team released a statement from Fuentes on
social media, saying Alvarez had fainted due to the
effort expended during the routine.

“Anita is okay - the doctors checked all vitals and
everything is normal: heart rate, oxygen, sugar levels,
blood pressure,” Fuentes said in the statement. “We
sometimes forget that this happens in other high-
endurance sports. Marathon, cycling, cross country ...
we all have seen images where some athletes don’t
make it to the finish line and others help them to get
there,” she added. “Our sport is no different than oth-
ers, just in a pool, we push through limits and some-
times we find them. Anita feels good now and the doc-
tors also say she is OK.” —AFP

Milak and Fratus move 
fast to fill Dressel void
BUDAPEST: Caeleb Dressel’s name appeared twice on
Thursday morning on the giant scoreboards at Duna
Arena in Budapest, more than 15 hours after Team USA
announced the star was quitting the Swimming World
Championships. While Dressel’s name was still on the
start lists, his lanes were empty when the swimmers
dived in for the last heats of the men’s 100m butterfly
and, later, the 50m freestyle.

Dressel, the reigning Olympic and world champion
in both events, withdrew “for medical reasons”,
Lindsay Mintenko, the Swimming Managing Director
for the USA team, told media on Wednesday evening.
The other American medal machine, Katie Ledecky is
also almost done in Budapest.

In the last race the pervious evening, the women’s
200m freestyle relay, Ledecky was part of the winning
US team to collect her 21st world championship medal,
a record for a woman. It was her 18th gold. On
Thursday, she was back in the water for qualifying in
her last event, the 800m freestyle. She took the lead
after 100m and steadily increased it to beat German
Lani Pallister by 7.15sec. “One more race,” Ledecky
said. “Tomorrow in the 800m final, I’m going to leave it
all in the pool.”

With Dressel not in the pool, Kristof Milak cruised
through to the semi-finals of the 100m fly. Milak was
second to Dressel in the 100m butterfly in the last
worlds and Olympics. The Hungarian, who broke the
world record in the 200m butterfly earlier in the week
to the noisy joy of his home crowd, was the fastest of
the 16 qualifiers in 50.68sec. Canadian Joshua Liendo,
a bronze medalist in the 100m freestyle the night
before, was 0.29sec slower with Noe Ponti of
Switzerland third.

“Getting back in the pool, changing the stimulation
and swimming some butterfly, which I grew up doing,
helped me find that passion again!”

The deadline for changing entry lists has long
passed, so the US team could not replace Dressel in his
individual events, even though Trenton Julian, who was
third in US trials in butterfly, and Brooks Curry, third in
50m freestyle trials, are with the team. 

In the 50m, 32-year-old Brazilian Bruno Fratus,
another swimmer who has been trailing in Dressel’s
wake in recent years, topped qualifying, 0.01sec aread
of Liendo with American Michael Andrew third. Fratus
was Dressel’s silver medalist in the last two world
championships, and took bronze as the American won
in last year’s Olympics.

The Tokyo runner-up, Frenchman Florent
Manaudou, squeaked into the last 16 with the 14th
fastest time. Trenton did race on Thursday, as part of
the US quartet that finished well clear in qualifying for
the men’s 200m freestyle relay. —AFP

Dressel quits World Swimming Championships

Popovici, McIntosh grab golds

BUDAPEST: USA’s Anita Alvarez is recovered from the bottom of the pool by a team member after an inci-
dent, during the women’s solo free artistic swimming finals during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics
Championships at the Alfred Hajos Swimming Complex in Budapest. —AFP

BUDAPEST: Gold medalist Hungary’s Kristof Milak pos-
es with his medal from the podium after the 200m but-
terfly finals during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics
Championships at Duna Arena in Budapest. —AFP
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