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Political groups, former MPs,  
hail Amir’s historical address

Opposition MPs call off strike, urge to respect polls
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait political groups, former MPs and 
activists yesterday hailed Amir’s national address as 
historical and unprecedented, stressing that it has 
renewed the constitutional charter between the polit-
ical leadership and the people. In the address deliv-
ered on his behalf by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, he announced that he 
has decided to dissolve the National Assembly and 
called for fresh polls to let the people elect their rep-
resentatives. 

The Crown Prince also said that a decree will be 
issued “within months” to dissolve the Assembly and 
called for snap polls, assuring the Kuwaiti people that 
the government will not interfere in the general elec-
tions and the election of the Assembly Speaker. The 
Islamic Salaf Alliance welcomed the speech, saying 
that the Amir’s announcement that the political lead-
ership will not interfere in the election “is a proof that 
a new era” has started, in which the people are given 
full freedom to elect their representatives. 

The nationalist Popular Action Movement said the 
address means a “renewal of the (constitutional) 

charter between the political leadership and the 
Kuwaiti people”. The Islamic Constitutional 
Movement said the speech has ended a “state of 
political deadlock” which will also put an end to a 
state of total political paralysis. The liberal National 
Democratic Alliance said the speech came to put an 
end to “political chaos, anxiety and despair experi-
enced by the Kuwaiti citizens”.  

Former prominent opposition lawmaker Faisal 
Al-Muslim said the announcement of non-interfer-
ence in the elections is a “historical precedence”. 
Speaking at a rally by the opposition, Muslim called 

for appointing a new prime minister and for com-
pleting the “issue of pardon” for political activists. 
He also invited the Kuwaiti people and all opposi-
tion figures for a dinner banquet on Saturday to 
celebrate the occasion. 

In another development, about 20 opposition MPs 
who were on strike inside the Assembly building 
since June 14, yesterday called off their strike and 
warmly welcomed the Amir’s address, saying it draws 
“the path for a bright political future” under which 
the relations of the legislature and the government 
will be balanced.

YOGYAKARTA: The global food crisis sparked by 
the war in Ukraine will kill millions by leaving the 
hungriest more vulnerable to infectious diseases, 
potentially triggering the world’s next health catas-
trophe, the head of a major aid organization has 
warned. A Russian naval blockade of Ukraine’s 
Black Sea ports has stopped grain shipments from 
the world’s fourth-largest exporter of wheat and 
corn, raising the specter of shortages and hunger in 
low-income countries. 

The knock-on effects of the food shortages mean 
many will die not only of starvation but from having 
weaker defenses against infectious diseases due to 
bad nutrition, Peter Sands, executive director of the 
Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
told AFP this week.  

“I think we’ve probably already begun our next 
health crisis. It’s not a new pathogen but it means peo-
ple who are poorly nourished will be more vulnerable 
to the existing diseases,” he said in an interview on the 
sidelines of a G20 health minister meeting in the 
Indonesian city of Yogyakarta. “I think the combined 
impact of infectious diseases and the food shortages 
and the energy crisis... we can be talking about mil-
lions of extra deaths because of this,” he said. 
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Global food crisis  
‘will kill millions’ 

KYIV: A girl visits the photo exhibition ‘The war is not over’ opened in the 
Taras Shevchenko park in Kyiv on June 23, 2022, amid Russia invasion of 
Ukraine. —  AFP 

KUWAIT: Officials from Kuwait University, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and PACE engineering and architectural consul-
tancy firm pose for a group picture after signing the agreement. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait University (KU), 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), PACE engineering 
and architectural consultancy firm on 
Thursday signed a letter of Intent 
(LOI) on joint humanitarian projects. 

UNHCR representative in Kuwait 
Nisreen Rubaian said in a joint press 
conference that the LOI was a starting 
point for cooperation for the involved 
parties. The UNHCR was glad for the 
partnership with the private, charitable, 
and academic sector in Kuwait, which 
reflect the pure intention of the 
Kuwaiti people and the youth in this 
country. — KUNA (See Page 2) 

KU, UNHCR,  
PACE ink LOI 

By Ahmad Jabr 
 
KUWAIT: The Appeals Court overruled a crim-
inal court ruling which had sentenced the sus-
pect in the killing of Kuwaiti citizen Farah Akbar 
to death, and sentenced him to life in prison 
instead. The suspect’s defense denied premedi-
tated murder intent in the case that rocked the 
Kuwaiti society. The suspect had pled not guilty 
to charges of kidnap and murder after he was 
accused of abducting the victim in Sabah Al-
Salem and stabbing her to death. Akbar’s family 
said in a statement that they plan to challenge 
the ruling and demand capital punishment 
against the suspect. 

The Appeals Court ruling reignited debate 
about women’s rights in Kuwait and their pro-
tection from abuse. Kuwaiti writer Muna Al-
Shammari said the ruling proves that “the social 
system is stronger than law, that women’s lives 
are cheap, their rights can be violated and that 
family and honor are what determines women’s 
fate.” Shammari also mentioned an incident in 
which a high school student was reportedly 
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RIYADH: Safi, a 26-year-old Saudi physician, poses for a photo with her short 
hair near the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in the centre of Riyadh. — AFP 

RIYADH: When Saudi doctor Safi 
took a new job at a hospital in the 
capital, she decided to offset her 
standard white lab coat with a look 
she once would have considered dra-
matic. Walking into a Riyadh salon, 
she ordered the hairdresser to chop 
her long, wavy locks all the way up to 
her neck, a style increasingly in vogue 
among working women in the conser-
vative kingdom. 

The haircut-known locally by the 
English word “boy”-has become 

strikingly visible on the streets of the 
capital, and not just because women 
are no longer required to wear hijab 
headscarves under social reforms 
pushed by Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s de facto 
ruler. As more women join the work-
force, a central plank of government 
efforts to remake the Saudi economy, 
many describe the “boy” cut as a 
practical, professional alternative to 
the longer styles they might have 
preferred in their pre-working days. 

For Safi, who asked to be identified 
by a pseudonym to preserve her 
anonymity, the look also serves as a 
form of protection from unwanted 
male attention, allowing her to focus 
on her patients. “People like to see 
femininity in a woman’s appearance,” 
she said.  — AFP (See Page 13) 

Saudi working  
women embrace  
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ISTANBUL: Turkey has detained eight people 
allegedly working for an Iranian intelligence cell that 
planned to assassinate Zionist tourists in Istanbul, local 
media reported Thursday. The eight, who were not all 
Iranian nationals, were detained in a raid last week in 
three houses in Istanbul’s popular Beyoglu district, the 
private IHA news agency reported. 

Zionist entity last week urged its citizens to leave 
Turkey immediately because of “possible” threats 
from Iranian operatives. Iran and Zionist have been 
engaged in a years-long shadow war but tensions 
have ratcheted up following a string of high-profile 
incidents Tehran has blamed Zionist entity. 

The Islamic republic claimed Zionist entity was 
responsible for the killing of Revolutionary Guards 
Colonel Sayyad Khodai in his Tehran home on May 
22. IHA said Iran sent agents disguised as business-
men, tourists and students to Istanbul to assassinate 
Zionists in retaliation for Khodai’s murder and other 
attacks. It said the Iranians had split into four 

groups of two assassins who could better track their 
Zionist targets. 

“The hitmen in the assassination team, who settled 
in two separate rooms on the second and fourth floors 
of a hotel in Beyoglu, were (detained) with a large 
number of weapons and ammunition,” IHA said. The 
reported detentions are likely to come up during a 
visit to Ankara later on Thursday by Zionist Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid, who is expected to  take charge 
as prime minister of a caretaker government in coming 
days. Turkey’s relations with Zionists have been 
improving after years of tensions and tourism is cen-
tral to the two countries’ economic ties. — AFP  

Turkey busts Iranian  
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