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KUWAIT: A ministerial committee has begun pro-
cedures to prepare a clear framework for work 
environment in the northern economic zone as it 
awaits a new government, following the National 
Assembly elections in few months. Official sources 
said the 15 government entities that are members of 
the committee must complete their job in the next 
nine months before the new 2023-2024 budget 
which starts by April 2023.  

There should be practical mechanisms to estab-
lish an economic zone in northern Kuwait - with a 
legal investment structure. The sources said that the 
work plan targets 2025 as a date to implement the 
economic zone project, adding that the government 
will create an Authority (in 2025) which will be 
named the Northern Economic Zone Authority. 

Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf has wel-
comed the planned meeting between GCC com-
merce ministers and UK International Trade 
Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan in Riyadh on 
Wednesday. In a press statement, the GCC chief 
stated that the GCC states are interested in bolster-
ing economic and trade cooperation with the United 
Kingdom. He admired the constructive moves taken 
by both sides to achieve this goal since their latest 
meeting in London last October. Al-Hajraf noted 
that they have discussed during this meeting signing 
a joint free trade agreement to signal a new mile-
stone in GCC-UK relations.   

 
Labor ban mulled 

In other news, Kuwait government is studying a 
proposal to ban all types of visas given to expatri-
ates from 10 countries, mostly African, because they 

do not have embassies in Kuwait, local media 
reported. Kuwait’s Interior Ministry is currently 
considering banning all types of visas to citizens of 
10 countries, including seven African states: 
Madagascar, Ghana, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Benin, 
Mali and Congo. 

The three other non-African countries have not 
been identified. According to an Arabic daily report, 
these countries do not have embassies in Kuwait 
although there are thousands of their citizens work-

ing in the country, making the deportation of viola-
tors and those involved in crimes difficult. Sources 
said the deportation of convicted expatriate resi-
dents from the 10 countries is very complex and 
time-consuming process - posing a threat to the 
country’s security. 

Another reason is that there are no direct flights 
between Kuwait and these countries. Local media 
indicated that some violators from these countries 
deliberately conceal or destroy their passports, 

making it difficult for security services because 
there are no embassies in Kuwait where they can 
get travel documents issued for the deported peo-
ple to be able to leave the country. 

Many convicted people from the 10 countries 
have been in jail for long time because they 
destroyed their documents. Kuwait resorted to the 
embassies of their countries in Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE to get their official documents issued in order 
to deport them. — Agencies 
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KUWAIT: An artist’s rendition of the Silk City, one of the main future projects set for Kuwait’s northern economic zone development plans. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait has reportedly appointed Jasem Al-
Budaiwi as its new ambassador to the United States, 
succeeding outgoing envoy Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah. 
Budaiwi was most recently Kuwait’s ambassador to 
Belgium, the European Union and NATO. Meanwhile, 
Kuwait’s long-time Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Mansour Al-Otaibi is reportedly mov-
ing to become the Gulf state’s envoy in Russia, while he 
is set to be replaced at the UN by Nasser Al-Heen. 
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KUWAIT: Indian embassy celebrated the 8th 
International Day of Yoga (IDY) at the iconic Red 
sandstone building of the Embassy. Delivering the 
inaugural remarks, Ambassador of India to Kuwait  
Sibi George highlighted the importance of Yoga. He 
said that the Yoga is a product of Indian civilization 
and is an invaluable gift of ancient India to the world.  

The ambassador said that Yoga is not a religion; it 
is a way of life that aims towards a healthy mind in a 
healthy body. “Yoga does not discriminate, all people 
can practice it regardless of your strength, age or 
ability. Yoga has the innate power to connect people 
and societies,” the ambassador said, adding that 
Yoga transcends boundaries and brings everyone 
together and in its true essence is a unifying force.  

The main IDY 2022 event was held at Mysore in 
Karnataka - led by India Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. He quoted Prime Minister’s remarks “Yoga 
brings peace for us. The peace from Yoga is not 
merely for individuals. Yoga brings peace to our soci-
ety. Yoga brings peace to our nations and the world. 
And Yoga brings peace to our universe”. The cele-
brations in Kuwait were part of ‘The Guardian Ring’ 
program of the government of India which was a 
relay Yoga streaming event which captured and 
weaved together digital feeds of IDY programs 
organized by Indian missions and embassies abroad. 
It showcased the IDY celebrations in 75 countries 
from East to West, with the movement of Sun, cover-
ing 16 time zones.  

Indian embassy had been organizing various 
events, online and offline, in the run up to the IDY 
since last two months which included regular Yoga 
classes and sessions. During the celebrations, a yoga 
session was held - including Natya and Hatha Yoga -  
followed by a session of Common Yoga Protocol, 
which was telecasted live all over the world and live 
performance of Kalaripayattu - the ancient martial 
art form of India.  

During the event, the ambassador launched the 
special edition of Ayush Bulletin and also inaugurated 
an Herbal Plants Exhibition - displaying the medi-
cines from Indian Home Gardens and an Ayurveda 
Exhibition showcasing the daily Indian spices and 
herbs. There was also a Tea Tasting Event - bringing 
to Kuwait the aroma of Indian Tea-World’s Gold 
Standard. The event witnessed enthusiastic response 
with physical participation of more than 500 people 
from different walks of life including foreign diplo-
mats, persons from media fraternity, Indian Diaspora 
and Friends of India in Kuwait. 
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