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News in brief

Kuwait strongly condems
terror attacks in Mali

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait strongly con-
demned and denounced the acts of violence
and terror occurring in Mali, which led to the
deaths of scores of innocent people. A state-
ment by the Foreign Ministry on Thursday
reflected the State of Kuwait’s fundamental
and unwavering stance against violence and
terrorism. The ministry extended its condo-
lences towards the people and government of
Mali, expressing wishes of solace for the fami-
lies of the victims and a speedy recovery for
those wounded in the attacks. 

GCC, UK commence talks
for free trade agreement

RIYADH: The Gulf  Cooperat ion Counci l
(GCC) Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf
and UK International Trade Secretary Anne-
Marie Trevelyan announced on Wednesday the
launch of negotiations for a free trade agree-
ment between the regional  b loc and the
European island nation. In a press statement
by the GCC General  Secretar iat  on
Wednesday, Hajraf underlined the significance
of the move which demonstrates a common
desire to strengthen strategic ties that serve
both sides’ interests. The announcement was
made following a meeting between GCC com-
merce ministers and UK Secretary Trevelyan
at the Saudi capital, Riyadh. Kuwait was rep-
resented at  the meet ing by Minister  of
Commerce and Industry Fahad Al-Shareaan.

Kuwait oil dips by
$5.16 to $110.96 pb

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil plunged by
$5.16 to $110.96 per barrel on Wednesday,
compared with $116.12 pb a day earlier, said
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) on
Thursday. Globally, Brent crude plummeted by
$2.91 to $111 .74 pb, as  the West  Texas
Intermediate crude fell by $3.33 to $106.19 pb. 

DUBAI: Veterinarians are called in to inspect the
sheep at an abattoir ahead of one of Islam’s major hol-
idays in Dubai, where the municipality is encouraging
residents to use smart apps to order the sacrificial ani-
mals. Muslims during Eid Al-Adha, which falls in July
this year to mark the end of the hajj pilgrimage season,
traditionally buy a whole sheep to be slaughtered and
distributed among friends, family and the poor.
Demand, however, is all-year round in the Muslim emi-
rate, with mask-clad workers at the abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area—one of many in Dubai—seen
slicing and cleaning the meat for delivery or pick-up.

To avoid overcrowding at the facility during the
Eid, Dubai officials have urged people to use smart
apps to make their orders, as the emirate witnesses a
new wave of coronavirus infections. Through the
apps, residents can put in their orders for slaughter,
have it delivered or even distributed to local charities.

While such apps are not widely available in
Muslim countries, they have been used in some
countries such as Pakistan. Dubai, one of the seven
members of the United Arab Emirates, has seven

apps, said officials. Ali Al-Hamadi, director of public
health services at Dubai municipality, said deliveries
through the apps are made “within one or two
hours, saving people time and energy”.

“In the past two years, due to COVID-19, many
have resorted to using smart apps, as precautionary
measures are still needed, and we have to take that
into consideration,” he said. Fayez Al-Badr, in
charge of one of Dubai’s smart apps, said customers
can “order the type of slaughter, its age, and can,
through the app, pay and have it delivered in a
refrigerated van”.

The UAE warned earlier this month that people
must follow its anti-COVID measures including
wearing masks indoors or face heavy fines, after
cases more than doubled in a week. Muslims mark
Eid by buying sheep and goats to kill in the annual
ritual that stems from the story of the Prophet
Abraham (PBUH), commanded by God to slaughter
his beloved son Ishmael as a test of his faith. Sheep
are slaughtered, in reference to the lamb that God
provided for sacrifice instead of Ishmael. —AFP

Dubai urges use of smart
apps to order Eid sacrifices

KUWAIT: Mask-clad workers watch goats inside an enclosure at an abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area in the Gulf emirate of Dubai, on June 23, 2022.  —AFP photos A mask-clad worker carries a goat at an abattoir in Al-Qouz industrial area in Dubai.

Sheep are pictured inside an enclosure at an abattoir in Al-Qouz industrial area in
Dubai.

Mask-clad workers look on as a sheep is prepared for slaughter at an abattoir in Al-
Qouz industrial area in Dubai.

A mask-clad worker at an abattoir in Al-Qouz indus-
trial area in the Gulf emirate of Dubai, prepares
slaughtered animals for delivery or pick-up, on June
23, 2022. 

KJA hails Amir’s
‘historic’ speech
KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalist Association (KJA)
expressed its total agreement with the contents
of the speech of His
Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah,
which was delivered by
His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
about the political situ-
ation in the country,
through emphasis on the balanced relation that
links both the legislative and executive authori-
ties as mentioned in article 50 of the constitution.

“KJA appreciates the contents of this historic
speech, which confirmed, beyond any shadow of a
doubt, the keenness of the political leadership to
comply with the constitution, respect its articles,
protect the country’s safety and preserve unity of
its domestic front,” it said in a statement. KJA also
appreciates what was mentioned in the speech
about the necessity to deal with the failures of
both authorities that lead to political crisis in the
country and halted many of the development proj-
ects. “The Kuwait journalism community prays to
Allah Almighty to protect Kuwait, His Highness the
Amir and His Highness Crown Prince, and help
them lead the country and its people to a better
future,” the statement concludes.  


