
YANGON: Ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu
Kyi remained in strong spirits after being trans-
ferred from house arrest to prison, a source with
knowledge of the case said Thursday, and would
“calmly” face her new solitary confinement. Since
being deposed in a coup last year, Suu Kyi had been
under house arrest at an undisclosed location in
Naypyidaw, accompanied by several domestic staff
and her dog, according to sources with knowledge
of the matter.

The Nobel laureate, 77, left those premises only
to attend hearings for her numerous trials in a junta
court that could see her handed a prison sentence
of more than 150 years. On Wednesday, she was
transferred from house arrest to “solitary confine-
ment in prison”, junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun said
in a statement. Her future
trial hearings would take
place inside a courtroom
within the prison com-
pound, he added.

Suu Kyi was in “strong
spirits” after the transfer,
a source with knowledge
of the case told AFP on
Thursday. “She acts like
before and is in strong
spirits,” said the source,
who requested anonymity.
“She is used to facing any kind of situation calmly.”

A source with knowledge of the case said Suu
Kyi’s domestic staff and her dog had not accompa-
nied her when she was moved on Wednesday, and
that security around the prison compound was
“tighter than before”.

“Aung San Suu Kyi is in good health as far as
we know,” they added, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Suu Kyi will be provided with three
female staff from inside the prison to look after
her, said another source with knowledge of the
matter, without specifying whether they would be

convicts or prison wardens.
Since seizing power, Myanmar’s military govern-

ment has detained thousands of pro-democracy
protesters, with many facing secret trials that rights
groups have decried as politically motivated. Suu
Kyi’s lawyers have been banned from speaking to
the media, with journalists barred from her trial and
the junta rebuffing requests by foreign diplomats to
meet her.

“For the sake of the country and people, she (Suu
Kyi) has sacrificed everything, but the wicked peo-
ple are ungrateful and cruel,” one social media user
posted on Facebook following Thursday’s
announcement.

‘Punitive’ 
“What we are seeing is

the Myanmar junta moving
towards a much more
punitive phase, towards
Aung San Suu Kyi,” said
Phil Robertson, deputy
Asia director for Human
Rights Watch. “They are
obviously trying to intimi-
date her and her support-
ers.”

Under a previous junta
regime, Suu Kyi spent long

spells under house arrest in her family mansion in
Yangon, Myanmar’s largest city. In 2009, she spent
around three months in Yangon’s Insein prison
while she went on trial after being accused of har-
bouring an American man who swam across a lake
to visit her while she was under house arrest.

Under the current junta, she has already been
convicted of corruption, incitement against the mil-
itary, breaching COVID-19 rules and breaking a
telecommunications law, with a court sentencing
her to 11 years so far.

Suu Kyi turned 77 on Sunday and brought a

birthday cake to court to eat with her lawyers
ahead of a hearing on Monday, according to a
source with knowledge of the matter. The coup last
year sparked widespread protests and unrest that
the military has sought to crush by force.

Fighting has flared with established ethnic rebel
groups in border areas, and across the country
“People’s Defence Forces” have sprung up to fight
junta troops. According to local monitoring group
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the
crackdown has left more than 2,000 civilians dead

while more than 14,000 have been arrested.
Diplomatic efforts to end the crisis led by the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations bloc, of
which Myanmar is a member, have floundered.
Tom Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the
situat ion of  human r ights in Myanmar, on
Thursday called for the bloc to increase pressure
on the junta.

“The longer we wait, the more inaction that
there is, the more people are going to die, the more
people are going to suffer,” he said.  —AFP
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YANGON, Myanmar: File photo shows a protester holding up a poster featuring Aung San Suu Kyi during a
demonstration against the military coup in front of the Central Bank of Myanmar in Yangon.  —AFP

Rescuers scramble 
to reach Afghan 
quake survivors 
BERMAL, Afghanistan: Desperate rescuers battled
against the clock and heavy rain Thursday to reach
cut-off areas in eastern Afghanistan after a power-
ful earthquake killed at least 1,000 people and left
thousands more homeless. Wednesday’s 5.9-magni-
tude quake struck hardest in the rugged east,
downing mobile phone towers and power lines
while triggering rock and mudslides which blocked
mountain roads.

Entire villages have been levelled in some of the
worst affected districts, where survivors said they
were struggling to find equipment to bury their
dead. “When I came out of my house it was quiet
because all the people were buried under their
homes. Nothing is left here,” said 21-year-old
Zaitullah Ghurziwal.

The disaster poses a huge logistical challenge
for Afghanistan’s new Taliban government, which
has isolated itself from much of the world by intro-
ducing hardline Islamist rule that subjugates
women and girls.

“Getting information from the ground is very

difficult because of bad networks,” Mohammad
Amin Huzaifa, head of information for badly hit
Paktika province, told AFP Thursday. “The area has
been affected by floods because of heavy rains last
night... it is also difficult to access the affected
sites.”

The aid-dependent country saw the bulk of its
foreign assistance cut off in the wake of the Taliban
takeover last August, and even before the earth-
quake the United Nations warned of a humanitarian
crisis that threatened the entire population.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
the global agency has “fully mobilised” to help,
deploying health teams and supplies of medicine,
food, trauma kits and emergency shelter to the
quake zone.

‘Like a tsunami’ 
Survivors in Bermal district, a collection of

remote mountain villages, said they were struggling
to find equipment to dig graves. “We did not have
even a shovel to dig... so we used a tractor. We
buried 60 people yesterday and 30 more are still
remaining to be buried. People are working contin-
uously,” said Ghurziwal.

“There are no blankets, tents, there’s no shelter.
Our entire water distribution system is destroyed.
Everything is devastated, houses are destroyed.
There is literally nothing to eat.” Afghan govern-
ment spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid tweeted

Thursday that aid flights had landed from Qatar and
Iran, while Pakistan had sent trucks carrying tents,
medical supplies and food across the land border.

The earthquake struck areas that were already
suffering the effects of heavy rain, causing rockfalls
and mudslides that wiped out hamlets perched pre-
cariously on mountain slopes. The UN humanitarian
coordinator for Afghanistan, Ramiz Alakbarov, told
reporters nearly 2,000 homes were likely destroyed-
a huge number in an area where the average house-
hold size is more than 20 people. —AFP

BERMAL DISTRICT, Afghanistan: A child walks amidst
the rubble of damaged houses following an earth-
quake in Bernal district, Paktika province, on June 23,
2022. —AFP

Divided Cyprus 
joins forces 
to fight fire
NICOSIA, Cyprus: Firefighting aircraft from both
sides of divided Cyprus were joined by Zionist and
British planes on Thursday battling a blaze that has
scorched mountainsides and forced the evacuation
of villages. The fire spread rapidly overnight after
breaking out earlier in the week in the Kyrenia
mountain range in the breakaway Turkish Cypriot
statelet of northern Cyprus, media reports said.

The government of the Republic of Cyprus,
which controls the island’s majority Greek-speaking
south, said it had sent three aircraft to tackle the
wildfire in response to a call for help from the
Turkish Cypriot side via the United Nations peace-
keeping force.

“The fire is still raging, and we are not yet close
to extinguishing it,” Cyprus forestry department

chief Charalambos Alexandrou told state radio.
Zionist entity said it was sending two firefighting
planes and a cargo plane with firefighting equip-
ment on Thursday “to help Cypriot firefighters cope
with the fires raging in the north of the island”.

“The decision to send the planes was made fol-
lowing a request from the Cypriot government,” it
said in a statement. The British military bases in
Cyprus said they were also assisting the firefighting
efforts by sending two helicopters after receiving a
request from the north.

The UN peacekeeping mission in Cyprus said it
was helping to coordinate the response to the wild-
fires. Alexandrou said more firefighters were needed
on the ground in order to bring the fire under con-
trol, since it could not be done by aircraft alone.

“The Republic is ready to send a ground force of
up to 40 people to help put out the blaze,” he said,
adding they would be volunteers from the fire and
civil defence services. Cyprus has been divided since
1974 when Turkish forces occupied the northern part
of the island in response to a military coup spon-
sored by the junta in power in Greece at the time.

Wildfires are frequent in Cyprus, with Israel and

the UK military bases often helping out. In July last
year, wildfires that broke out in the Larnaca and
Limassol regions claimed the lives of four Egyptian
farmworkers. —AFP

KANTARA, Cyprus: Handout photo shows Turkish-
Cypriot leader Ersin Tatar (C-L) and Turkey’s Vice
President Fuat Oktay (C-R) riding in an aircraft while
inspecting raging forest fires in the Kyrenia mountains
in northern Cyprus.  —AFP
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Frustrated Balkans 
warn Ukraine over 
EU ‘illusions’
BRUSSELS: Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama on
Thursday hailed Ukraine potentially joining his country
as a candidate for European Union membership but
warned against any unreasonable hopes for a speedy
process. “North Macedonia is a candidate for 17 years
if I have not lost count, Albania since eight, so welcome
to Ukraine,” Rama said as he arrived for an EU summit
with western Balkan countries.

“It’s a good thing to give Ukraine the status. But I
hope that Ukrainian people will not make many illu-
sions.” The Balkan leaders are deeply frustrated about
their stalled bids to join the EU, with Bulgaria blocking

the start of negotiations with Albania and North
Macedonia over a dispute with Skopje.

“It’s a disgrace that a NATO country, Bulgaria, kid-
naps two other NATO countries, namely, Albania and
North Macedonia, in the midst of hot war in Europe’s
backyard with 26 other countries sitting still in a scary
show of impotence,” Rama said.

Rama, along with the leaders of North Macedonia
and Serbia, had threatened to boycott the EU meeting
in protest at the lack of progress-but in the ended
decided to show. Bulgaria’s EU counterparts have been
pushing it to accept a compromise deal in its long-
standing historical and culture dispute with North
Macedonia in order to clear the path.

But the collapse of the Bulgarian government follow-
ing a no-confidence vote on Wednesday has thrown
the move further into doubt. “The states and citizens of
the Western Balkans have been waiting for almost 20
years for the possibility of becoming members of the
European Union,” German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said.

“In my view, it is of the utmost importance that this
promise becomes credible.” EU chief Charles Michel
said there was “a will to re-energise” the accession
process for the Balkan countries. But Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic said bluntly that he expected “noth-
ing” from Thursday’s gathering with the EU’s 27 lead-
ers. Brussels is worried that the lack of progress for the
Balkans could push the region closer to Russia and
China. Some members of the bloc have been trying to
use the push for candidate status for Ukraine-and its
neighbour Moldova-to breathe new impetus into get-
ting the Balkans onboard.

But there has been annoyance with Serbia that it had
failed to align with EU sanctions against its ally Russia
over the invasion of Ukraine. A political crisis in Bosnia
that has stirred fears of the country’s breakup has ham-
pered efforts to make it a candidate to join.

European diplomats said that the country could be
offered a clearer roadmap of what it needs to do to
achieve candidate status.  —AFP
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News in brief

Six killed in helicopter crash 

WASHINGTON:  A helicopter crashed onto a
road in a rural area of the US state of West
Virginia on Wednesday evening, authorities
said, with local media outlets reporting that
six people on board were killed. The Office of
Emergency Management in Logan County,
where the Bell UH-1B helicopter went down,
said in a Facebook post that Route 17 in the
area had been closed due to the crash, while
the National Transportation Safety Board
tweeted it was sending a team of investigators
to the site. Ray Bryant, chief of operations for
the Logan Emergency Ambulance Authority,
told local television station WSAZ that six
people aboard the helicopter were kil led
when it went down, though the cause of the
accident had not been determined. The heli-
copter, which was based at a nearby airport
and used for tourist flights, was in flames
when rescuers arrived, he added. Local resi-
dent Bobbi Childs, who lived near the crash
site, told WSAZ she called emergency servic-
es and then rushed to the scene, only to find
the helicopter ablaze.  —AFP

Child organ harvesting plot

LONDON: British police on Thursday said
they arrested two Nigerians accused of plot-
ting to bring a child to Britain for organ har-
vesting. Beatrice Nwanneka Ekweremadu, 55,
and Ike Ekweremadu, 60, have been formally
charged with conspiracy to facilitate travel of
another person with a view to exploitation,
namely organ harvest ing, London’s
Metropolitan Police said in a statement. The
pair will appear in court later on Thursday.
They were taken into custody after an investi-
gation by police, which had been alerted in
May 2022 to potential offences under modern
slavery legislation. The child was being looked
after, the police said.  —AFP

Mali army strikes jihadists 

BAMAKO, Mali: Mali’s army on Thursday said
it had carried out air strikes against al-Qaeda
affiliated Macina Katiba jihadists in the coun-
try’s centre following the massacre of at least
132 civilians. It carried out strikes between
Monday and Wednesday around Bankass and
Segue, near where the mass killing took place,
and also further afield around Djenne and
Tenenkou, the army said in a statement.
“These actions resulted from efforts to search
for and gather information on the perpetrators
of the attacks against civilians on 18 June,” the
statement said. The army did not provide any
assessment of the operations, which no other
sources have confirmed. Mali suffered one of
its worst civilian killings over the weekend, the
latest in an ongoing series of massacres across
the Sahel. According to the government, 132
civilians were killed in Diallassagou and two
surrounding villages, a few dozen kilometres
(miles) from the town of Bankass.  —AFP


