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When Saudi doctor Safi took a
new job at a hospital in the capi-
tal, she decided to offset her

standard white lab coat with a look she
once would have considered dramatic.
Walking into a Riyadh salon, she
ordered the hairdresser to chop her
long, wavy locks all the way up to her
neck, a style increasingly in vogue
among working women in the conserva-
tive kingdom.

The haircut - known locally by the
English word “boy” - has become strik-
ingly visible on the streets of the capi-
tal, and not just because women are no
longer required to wear hijab head-
scarves under social reforms pushed by
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
Saudi Arabiaʼs de facto ruler. As more
women join the workforce, a central
plank of government efforts to remake
the Saudi economy, many describe the
“boy” cut as a practical, professional
alternative to the longer styles they
might have preferred in their pre-work-
ing days.

For Safi, who asked to be identified
by a pseudonym to preserve her
anonymity, the look also serves as a
form of protection from unwanted male
attention, allowing her to focus on her
patients. “People like to see femininity in
a womanʼs appearance,” she said. “This
style is like a shield that protects me
from people and gives me strength.”

A practical time-saver 
At one salon in central Riyadh,

demand for the “boy” cut has spiked -

with seven or eight customers out of 30
requesting it on any given day, said
Lamis, a hairdresser. “This look has
become very popular now,” she said.
“The demand for it has increased, espe-
cially after women entered the labor
market.

“The fact that many women do not
wear the hijab has highlighted its
spread” while spurring even more cus-
tomers to try it out, especially women in
their late teens and twenties, she said.
The lifting of the headscarf requirement
is just one of many changes that have

reordered daily life for Saudi women
under Prince Mohammed, who was
named as the heir to his 86-year-old
father, King Salman, five years ago.

Saudi women are no longer banned
from concerts and sports events, and in
2018 they gained the right to drive. The
kingdom has also eased so-called
guardianship rules, meaning women can
now obtain passports and travel abroad
without a male relativeʼs permission.
Such reforms, however, have been
accompanied by a crackdown on
womenʼs rights activists, part of a broad-

er campaign against dissent. Getting
more women to work is a major compo-
nent of Prince Mohammedʼs Vision 2030
reform plan to make Saudi Arabia less
dependent on oil.

The plan initially called for women to
account for 30 percent of the workforce
by the end of the decade, but already
that figure has reached 36 percent,
assistant tourism minister Princess Haifa
Al-Saud told the World Economic Forum
in Davos last month. “We see women
today in every single job type,” Princess
Haifa said, noting that 42 percent of
small and medium-sized enterprises are
women-owned.

Many working women interviewed by
AFP praised the “boy” cut as a tool for
navigating their new professional lives. “I
am a practical woman and I donʼt have
time to take care of my hair,” said Abeer
Mohammed, a 41-year-old mother of two
who runs a menʼs clothing store. “My
hair is curly, and if my hair grows long, I
will have to spend time that is not avail-
able to me taking care of it in the morn-
ing.”

ʻShow of strengthʼ 
Saudi Arabia has traditionally out-

lawed men who “imitate women” or wear
womenʼs clothing, and vice versa. But
Rose, a 29-year-old shoe saleswoman
at a Riyadh mall, sees her close-
cropped hair as a means of asserting
her independence from men, not imitat-
ing them. It “gives me strength and self-
confidence... I feel different, and able to
do what I want without anyoneʼs

guardianship”, said Rose, who did not
want to give her full name.

“At first my family rejected the look,

but over time they got used to it,” she
added. Such acceptance partly reflects
the influence of Arab stars like actress
Yasmin Raeis or singer Shirene who
have adopted the style, said Egyptian
stylist Mai Galal. “A woman who cuts her
hair in this way is a woman whose char-
acter is strong because it is not easy for
women to dispense with their hair,” Galal
told AFP.

Nouf, who works in a cosmetics store
and preferred not to give her family
name, described the message of the
“boy” cut this way: “We want to say that
we exist, and our role in society does not
differ much from that of men.” Short hair,
she added, is “a show of womenʼs
strength”. — AFP

Safi poses for a photo with her short hair near
the Kingdom Centre skyscraper in the centre of
Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh.

Safi, a 26-year-old Saudi physician, poses for a photo with her short hair near the Kingdom
Centre skyscraper in the center of Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh. — AFP photos

Oscar-winning deaf actor
Marlee  Matlin becomes
Academy governor

Oscar-winning deaf actor Marlee
Matlin, who appeared in this yearʼs
Best Picture winner “CODA,” has

been elected to the Academyʼs board of
governors, the organization said
Wednesday. The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, the body that
awards the annual Oscars, said Matlin was
part of a new slate of governors who will
take office for the 2022-23 season.

Governors are drawn from 17 branches
of filmmakers, including actors such as
Matlin, as well as directors, producers, edi-
tors and visual effects crew. They oversee
the work of the Academy. Other notable
members of the Academyʼs board of gover-
nors include Steven Spielberg and “Selma”
director Ava Duvernay.

Matlin takes over the vacancy in the
actorsʼ branch left by Laura Dern (“Marriage
Story”), joining Whoopi Goldberg (“Ghost,”
“The Color Purple”) and Rita Wilson
(“Sleepless in Seattle”).—AFP

Vienna returns 
as world’s ‘most
liveable city’

The Austrian capital Vienna has made
a comeback as the worldʼs most live-
able city, according to an annual

report from the Economist published
Thursday. The Ukrainian capital Kyiv was
not included this year after Russia invaded
the country in late February, while Russian
cities Moscow and St Petersburg fell in the
rankings over “censorship” and the impact
of Western sanctions. Vienna snatched the
top spot from Auckland, which tumbled
down to 34th place due to coronavirus
pandemic restrictions, according to the
report by the Economist Intelligence Unit
(EIU). “Vienna, which slipped to 12th place
in our rankings in early 2021 as its muse-
ums and restaurants were closed, has
since rebounded to first place, the position
it held in 2018 and 2019,” it said.

“Stability and good infrastructure are
the cityʼs main charms for its inhabitants,
supported by good healthcare and plenty
of opportunities for culture and entertain-
ment.” Europe boasted six out of the top
ten cities. The Austrian capital was fol-
lowed by the Danish capital Copenhagen
and Switzerlandʼs Zurich. Fellow Swiss city
Geneva came sixth, Germanyʼs Frankfurt
seventh, and the Netherlandsʼ Amsterdam
ninth. Canada also did well.

Calgary came in joint third position, fol-
lowed by Vancouver in fifth place and

Toronto in eighth. Japanʼs Osaka and
Australiaʼs Melbourne shared the tenth
place. Franceʼs capital Paris came 19th,
23 places up from last year. The Belgian
capital Brussels was 24th, just behind
Canadaʼs Montreal. The United Kingdomʼs
capital London was the worldʼs 33rd most
liveable city, while Spainʼs Barcelona and
Madrid came 35th and 43rd respectively.
Italyʼs Milan ranked number 49, the US city
of New York 51, and Chinaʼs Beijing came
71st. Lebanonʼs capital Beirut, which was
ravaged by a 2020 port explosion and is
battling a crippling financial crisis, was not
included in the ranking of business desti-
nations.

Neither was the Ukrainian capital Kyiv,
after the Russian invasion on February 24

forced the EIU to abort its survey of the
city. Russiaʼs capital Moscow saw its live-
ability ranking fall by 15 places, while St
Petersburg slipped by 13 places.
“Increased censorship accompanies the
ongoing conflict,” the report noted.
“Russian cities are additionally seeing
restrictions on culture and environment as
a result of Western economic sanctions.”
Other cities in eastern Europe cities were
considered less stable following “raised
diplomatic tensions” due to the war in
Ukraine. The capital of war-torn Syria,
Damascus, retained its place as least live-
able city on the planet. — AFP 

Lebanon banks 
on summer
tourism windfall

Lebanonʼs ailing economy should
receive a welcome injection of more
than $3 billion thanks to a rebound

in tourist arrivals over the summer, the
tourism minister said Wednesday.
Lebanon defaulted on its debt in 2020,
the local currency has lost around 90 per-

cent of its value on the black market, and
the UN now considers four in five
Lebanese to be poor.

While soaring inflation is ravaging
households with incomes in Lebanese
pounds, the informal exchange rate
makes prices attractive to most tourists.
“This summer is promising. We expect
more than a million tourists and income of
$3-3.5 billion during this summer sea-
son,” Minister Walid Nassar told AFP in
an interview.

Reservations show that three quarters
of the arrivals will be Lebanese nationals
from the diaspora, he said. “The remain-

ing 25 percent are foreigners hailing
mostly from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Gulf
countries,” Nassar added. The diaspora
had shunned the traditional summer
homecoming in recent years, with a
deadly 2020 Beirut port blast and biting
shortages compounding pandemic-linked
restrictions.

The sector had been one of the pillars
of Lebanonʼs economy, bringing in
around $10 billion annually. Global
tourism is roaring back to life after the
COVID-19 pandemic, and Lebanon has
been keen to draw tourists and their cash
dollars. Despite crumbling infrastructure

and massive electricity shortages, the
tourism ministry launched a large PR
campaign to promote the country as a
destination.

With central bank coffers critically
depleted and foreign aid hinging on
reforms, a summer tourism windfall could
buy Lebanon more time. The countryʼs
top political and security brokers “are
aware of how important it is for this sum-
mer season to be a success”, Nassar
said. — AFP

Bill Cosby to appeal
civil ruling on 
teen sex assault

Bill Cosby will appeal the civil verdict
that saw him ordered to pay
$500,000 to a woman he allegedly

sexually assaulted almost five decades
ago, a spokesman said Wednesday. The
man once known as “Americaʼs Dad” has
been accused of predatory behavior by
dozens of women in allegations that stretch
back decades. But after a sole criminal
conviction was overturned on a technicali-
ty, Tuesdayʼs civil ruling by a jury in
California was the only legal finding of cul-
pability. Despite the ruling, a spokesman
for the veteran entertainer said the case
was an “astonishing victory” for Cosby, and
insisted the actor would appeal.

“Yesterday actor and comedian Bill
Cosby was awarded an astonishing victo-
ry by jurors in a civil trial brought by Judy
Huth,” spokesman Andrew Wyatt said,
according to Variety. “The jurors decided
to grant Judy Huth with a $500,000 ver-
dict but voted 9-3 in favor of not reward-
ing Ms. Huth any punitive damages.”

A two week civil trial had heard how
Cosby had met Huth and her then-17-
year-old friend on a movie set in the mid-
1970s. He was said to have plied them
with alcohol and taken them to Hugh
Hefnerʼs Playboy Mansion where he
molested Huth, who was 16 at the time.
Huth reported the alleged assault to
police in Los Angeles after the statute of
limitations had expired.

She was permitted to bring a civil case
under a California law that allows adults
who have repressed memories of sex
attacks to take legal action many years
later. “Within a few weeks, (Cosbyʼs)
attorney Jennifer Bonjean will be in...
court to appeal the $500,000 verdict,
which means that Ms. Huth will never
receive a payday from Mr. Cosby,”
Wyattʼs statement said.

Gloria Allred, who represented Huth,
now 64, said the award of $500,000 com-
pensation by the jury “demonstrated that
they believed her.” Cosby, now 84, was a
towering figure in late-20th century
American popular culture, and hit the big
time as affable obstetrician and father
Cliff Huxtable on “The Cosby Show,”
which ran from 1984-92. But around 60
women, many of them one-time aspiring
actresses and models, have publicly
branded Cosby a calculating, serial pred-
ator who plied victims with sedatives and
alcohol before assaulting them over four
decades. — AFP

In this file photo US actor Bill Cosby arrives
at a court in Norristown, Pennsylvania to face
sentencing for sexual assault. — AFP

In this file photo US actress Marlee Matlin
(left) and US actor Troy Kotsur pose in the
press room during the 94th Oscars at the
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP

A welcoming billboard is seen along the airport road in Lebanon’s capital Beirut, following a
campaign by the Tourism Ministry to replace the pictures of political figures with images of
natural sites. — AFP photos

A welcoming billboard is seen along the airport road in Lebanon’s capital Beirut.


