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Nigerian government
reverses basketball
withdrawal
ABUJA: Nigeria’s government on Thursday
reversed a decision to stay away from interna-
tional basketball for two years on account of a
long-drawn power tussle in the leadership of the
sport in the country. Top sports ministry official
Ismaila Abubakar told reporters the decision
from President Muhammadu Buhari came after
the minister and other stakeholders lobbied for it
to be rescinded. In January, the Nigeria
Basketball Federation (NBBF) staged two sepa-
rate elections during which the incumbent Musa
Kida emerged as the winner in one, while Igoche
Mark was voted through in the other.

“President Buhari, in the overriding spirit of
national interest, love for our youth, and in order
to avoid sending basketball development into a
long period of suspension, has approved the
return of Nigeria to international basketball
immediately,” Abubakar said. However, he said
the government has ordered the NBBF to resolve
the issues which led to the withdrawal in the first
instance.

Some of the issues will be for the parties in
the crisis to reconcile and for an immediate
review of the statutes that governs the running
of the sport in Nigeria. On May 12, the Nigerian
government announced the immediate with-
drawal of the country from all international bas-
ketball competitions for two years because of a
lingering crisis that engulfed the sport. The with-
drawal has already cost the country’s women’s
team their place at this year’s FIBA World Cup in
Australia. —AFP

MIAMI: Nazem Kadri lashed in an overtime winner
as the Colorado Avalanche defeated the Tampa Bay
Lightning 3-2 in overtime to move within one win of
the Stanley Cup crown on Wednesday. Kadri flashed
a shot past Bolts goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy deep
into the first period of sudden-death overtime at
Tampa Bay’s Amalie Arena to put the Avs 3-1 up in
the best-of-seven series.

Colorado can clinch NHL championship on Friday
with a victory against the reigning Stanley Cup hold-
ers in game five in Denver. Kadri’s winner came as he
returned to the Avs line-up after an 18-day layoff fol-
lowing surgery on an injured thumb. “That was a huge
win, we stuck with it and were able to get it done in
the OT,” said Kadri after a game in which Colorado
twice came from behind to level in regulation.

Kadri admitted he was not sure his winning shot
had found the net at first. “I thought he made the save
for a second,” he said. “The next thing you know
people are sprinting towards me. It’s a great feeling.
“I’ve been waiting for this my whole life so I figured
stop waiting and join the party. You couldn’t have
written a better story.” Earlier, Tampa Bay got off to
a dream start, taking the lead after just 36 seconds
when center Anthony Cirelli fired a rebound past
Colorado goaltender Darcy Kuemper after Erik
Cernak’s shot.

Kuemper redemption
Buoyed by that early strike, Tampa Bay poured

forward looking to add to their lead but were unable
to find a way past Kuemper, who produced a magnif-
icent display of shot-stopping to keep Colorado in

the game. The Avalanche goalie stopped 16 of 17
shots faced and parried away several rebound
opportunities.

It was a badly needed return to form for
Kuemper, who was pulled during a miserable outing
in game three after shipping five goals in a 6-2
drubbing on Monday. Kuemper’s saves included a
stunning stop from close range after the Lightning’s
Nick Paul was clean through after stripping Nathan
MacKinnon of the puck close to goal. Having weath-
ered the first period blitz - when Colorado managed
just four shots to 17 by Tampa Bay - the Avalanche
turned things around in the second period.

The Avs finally drew level when Mikko
Rantanen’s shot deflected off MacKinnon’s skate to
beat Bolts goaltender Vasilevskiy. But Tampa Bay
regained the lead midway through the second peri-
od with a moment of magic from defenseman Victor
Hedman. The towering 6ft 6in Swede gathered the
puck near halfway and weaved up the ice before
rifling an angled back-handed shot past Kuemper to
make it 2-1.

Colorado maintained their poise however and
again drew level in the third period, with Nico Sturm
finishing on a rebound after Vasilevskiy’s save.
Colorado looked the far stronger team in overtime
and the Lightning had Vasilevskiy to thank for a
series of superb saves. Logan O’Connor and Gabriel
Landeskog both saw shots blocked by Vasilevskiy
while Bowen Byram rattled the crossbar with another
effort. Vasilevskiy was finally beaten however by
Kadri’s well-taken finish to leave Colorado just one
win away from the title. —AFP

Colorado Avalanche overcome Lightning 3-2 in overtime

Avalanche on the brink of Stanley 
Cup glory after Kadri seals thriller

TAMPA: Andrei Vasilevskiy #88 of the Tampa Bay Lightning lays on the ice after allowing a goal during the
third period against the Colorado Avalanche in Game Four of the 2022 NHL Stanley Cup Final at Amalie Arena
on June 22, 2022 in Tampa, Florida. - AFP 

A new injury 
Head-ache for 
Australia in S Lanka
COLOMBO: Travis Head will miss Australia’s last
one-day international against Sri Lanka while Steve
Smith is also doubtful, skipper Aaron Finch said
Thursday on the eve of the dead-rubber match.
Head hurt his hamstring on Tuesday when Sri Lanka
took an unassailable 3-1 lead in the five-match
series in Colombo, adding to a long list of injuries
for the visitors. Smith missed the game with a quad
problem and Australia were also without Marcus
Stoinis, Kane Richardson, Mitchell Starc and Ashton
Agar. “There is a lot of them,” Finch said, adding
that he was “not sure” if Head, who scored a useful
70 not out in the third ODI on Sunday, would be fit
for the two-match Test series beginning on July 29
in Galle.

“Especially where he fields in the outfield, he
does quite a lot of kilometers and the ground is
quite heavy,” Finch said, adding that Head’s absence
was a “bit more of a precaution.” He said he doubt-
ed Smith would be available either. “But that could
change. I mean he’ll be doing training this afternoon.
We will go down there and have a look at the con-
ditions and everything. But from what I understand,
he won’t be available for tomorrow,” Finch said.

Finch also said that Starc was “still not right”

with his finger, which he cut on the spike of his boot
in the first ODI. “Where it is, the stitching and things
like that (are) just not quite 100-percent healed.
Without being able to bowl with tape on, he will be
out for tomorrow as well,” Finch said. Finch blamed
the “disappointing” series defeat on Australia’s
inability to build partnerships but said the games
were still good preparation for the Tests.

“Any time we’ve started to get any momentum in
the game, we lose a wicket and in these conditions,
once you lose one, they go back-to-back pretty
quick,” Finch said. He also defended international
bilateral series in the age of domestic T20 tourna-
ments like the Indian Premier League, which have
registered huge growth in funding and popularity in
the last few years. Finch said that the standard “isn’t
the same when you play domestic competitions”
and international bilateral series were still “impor-
tant to the game”.

Sri Lanka head coach Chris Silverwood on Friday
paid tribute to the players for their “very satisfying”
first bilateral series victory over Australia since
2010. “Most satisfying for me was the progress of a
team as we’ve made through this journey so far, just
to see obviously the tactics coming together, to see
guys out in the middle scoring runs, to see how
we’ve chased totals down,” Silverwood told
reporters. “And to me, one of the most exciting
things is but we’re still nowhere near the potential
that we have in that team... If the guys keep learning
and keep progressing the way they are, then we will
be... in a very strong position to challenge anywhere
in the world.” —AFP

COLOMBO: Australia’s Travis Head plays a shot during
the third one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Sri Lanka and Australia at R Premadasa
International Cricket Stadium in Colombo. —AFP

Serena’s comeback 
cut short by 
Jabeur injury
EASTBOURNE: Serena Williams’ Wimbledon
preparations suffered a blow after doubles part-
ner Ons Jabeur withdrew from the Eastbourne
tournament because of a knee injury on Thursday.
Williams had returned to tennis at Eastbourne
after 12 months away, playing her first two com-
petitive matches since she limped out of last
year’s Wimbledon in tears with a leg injury.

The 40-year-old American and Tunisian part-
ner Jabeur made it through to the Eastbourne
semi-finals with wins over Maria Bouzkova and
Sara Sorribes Tormo in the last 16 and Shuko
Aoyama and Chan Hao-ching in the quarter-
finals. But Jabeur’s injury deprives Serena of the
chance to hone further her grass-court game
ahead of the start of Wimbledon on Monday.
Before Williams made the surprise announcement
of her return last week, rumours of retirement had
swirled around her for several months.

But Williams has accepted a wild card into
the women’s singles at Wimbledon as she bids
to equal Margaret Court’s record of 24 Grand
Slam singles titles. She will find out who she
faces in the first round when the draw is made
on Friday. Speaking after Wednesday’s doubles
match, Williams had said: “I feel good. As good
as one can feel after having such a long time
off. I was telling Ons, this was a really good

match and the second set in particular, they
played really well, but we were able to just play
different circumstances.

“It was actually good match play and match
practice, which is exactly what I needed and
what I wanted to do coming here, so I couldn’t
have asked for more.” The last of Williams’ 23
Grand Slam singles titles came at the Australian

Open in 2017. Since then she has lost  four
Grand Slam finals, including at Wimbledon in
2018 and 2019. Williams won the seventh and
most recent of her seven Wimbledon singles
titles in 2016. Serena, who became a mother in
2017, has plummeted to 1,204th in the WTA
rankings due to her period out of action prior
to Eastbourne. —AFP

Saudi, Egypt book 
Arab Futsal Cup 
quarterfinals 
RIYADH: Egypt and Saudi Arabia won crucial
encounters against Algeria and Libya, respectively,
on Wednesday to qualify for the quarterfinals of the
Arab Futsal Cup 2022, being held in Dammam city,
eastern Saudi Arabia, between June 20 and 28. In a
Group B showdown, the Egyptian national team
defeated Algeria’s 2-0 pushing their tally to four
points on top of the group standings, followed by
Iraq with a similar tally. The Saudi team beat Libya
5-3 to lead Group C standings, followed by Palestine
and Libya. Besides Saudi Arabia and Egypt, six
teams, namely Kuwait, Morocco, Mauritania, Iraq,
Libya and Palestine, previously proceeded to the
quarterfinals of the championship which will be held
on Friday, June 24. The semifinals are slated for
Sunday, June 26, and the final on Tuesday, June 28. 

Women Championship
In another development, Saudi Arabia have quali-

fied for the final of the 2022 WAFF Women’s Futsal
Championship after overcoming Bahrain 1-0 in extra
time at King Abdullah Sports City Hall in Jeddah on
Wednesday night. The winning goal came from Al-
Bandari Mubarak to seal a place in Friday’s final
against Iraq, who comprehensively defeated Kuwait
12-0 in the other semifinal. Kuwait and Bahrain will
face off in the third-place play-off prior to the final
on June 24. Meanwhile, ahead of Wednesday’s last-
four clashes, Palestine beat Oman 6-1 to secure fifth
place in the tournament. —Agencies

EASTBOURNE: Serena Williams of the US (left) and Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur react as they play against Japan’s
Shuko Aoyama and Tawain’s Chan Hao-ching during their women’s doubles quarter final tennis match on day
four of the Eastbourne International tennis tournament on June 22, 2022.  —AFP

Muhammad to 
miss US trials
EUGENE: Dalilah Muhammad, the reigning 400m hurdles
world champion and gold medallist at the 2016 Rio Olympics,
will miss the US trials with a hamstring injury that she
expects to be healed in time for her title defense. As reigning
champion Muhammad has a bye into the event at the World
Championships in Eugene, Oregon, in July. 

Normally US qualifying procedures would require her

to race at least one heat of one event at trials to use her
bye, but she was able to receive a waiver to opt out of the
meeting that starts Thursday on the same Hayward Field
track that will host the championships. “It just wasn’t worth
me pushing,” Muhammad said Wednesday at a pre-event
press conference.

“I just kind of minorly stretched my right hamstring,”
Muhammad said of the injury. “Kind of just tweaked it a lit-
tle bit, about two weeks ago.” Muhammad had been set for
another showdown with fierce rival Sydney McLaughlin,
who seized Olympic gold ahead of Muhammad in Tokyo
last year in spectacular fashion, smashing her own world

record to take gold in 51.46sec. Muhammad posted the
second-fastest time in history in taking silver in that race.
But she hasn’t raced since May 21, withdrawing from a
planned race on June 12.

Muhammad however said that other than this recent set-
back she felt like she was approaching peak form, after bat-
tling COVID-19 and injuries to make it to Tokyo last year. “I
feel like I’m getting back to prime fitness level, unfortunately
we’re probably just going to have to wait til worlds to see.”
McLaughlin, meanwhile, is entered at the trials where a top-
three finish will clinch a place at Worlds. She was runner-up
to Muhammad at the 2019 World Championships. —AFP


