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New interior, defense  
ministers appointed

Court says army fund money used for national security
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: An Amiri decree was 
issued yesterday appointing Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah as interior and defense min-
isters respectively. They replace the 
former defense and interior minis-
ters who resigned together last 
month in protest against the state 
of affairs in the country and their 
inability to carry out reforms under 
such circumstances. 

Meanwhile, the special ministers’ 
tribunal said yesterday that the 
money taken from the army fund by 
senior officials was in fact used for 
“classified national security mat-
ters”, and that the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah “was aware and approved 
the spending”, and thus the issue is 

outside public supervision and 
accountability. 

The court on Tuesday acquitted 
former prime minister HH Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, for-
mer interior minister Sheikh Khaled 
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and seven cur-
rent and former senior officials of 
charges of stealing more than KD 
150 million from the army fund. 

Detailing its ruling yesterday, 
the court said it received a letter 
from the Amiri Diwan stating that 
the money was spent with the pri-
or knowledge and approval of the 
late Amir. The court said the mon-
ey was used for  top nat ional 
security affairs and such matters 
cannot be disclosed for risk of 
harm to national interests. The 
court ruling is not final as it will 
go to the court of cassation for a 
final verdict.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah (left) and First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh 
Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah are sworn in before HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday. — KUNA photos

News in brief

WASHINGTON: The first person to receive a 
pig heart transplant has died two months after 
the historic procedure, the hospital that carried 
out the surgery said yesterday. David Bennett, 
57, who passed away March 8, had received his 
transplant on Jan 7, University of Maryland 
Medical System said in a statement. — AFP 

Pig heart recipient dies

BALTIMORE: Surgeon Dr Bartley Griffith is seen 
with patient David Bennett, Sr, who received a 
pig heart implant in Jan 2022. — AFP  

Over 200 flights cancelled in Istanbul 
 
ISTANBUL: More than 200 flights for today 
have been cancelled at Istanbul’s two airports 
because of expected snowfall. Turkish Airlines 
said yesterday that it had cancelled 185 flights at 
Istanbul airport today, 114 of them domestic and 
71 international. The airline cancelled another 20 
domestic flights of AnadoluJet at the smaller 
Sabiha Gokcen airport. Pegasus said around 30 
domestic flights at Sabiha Gokcen airport for 
today were now cancelled. Nearly 50 flights 
tomorrow were also cancelled. — AFP 

Iraqis protest rise in food prices 
 
NASIRIYAH: Protests erupted yesterday in 
Iraq’s impoverished south over a rise in food 
prices that officials attributed to the conflict in 
Ukraine. The price of cooking oils and flour have 
skyrocketed in local markets as government offi-
cials have sought to address growing anger with 
various statements and measures. — AFP 

WHO: Pandemic ‘far from over’ 
 
GENEVA: The pandemic is far from over, the 
WHO’s leader insisted yesterday, two years after 
he first used the term to wake the world up to 
the emerging threat of COVID-19. Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus first 
described COVID-19 as a pandemic on March 
11, 2020. Two years on, he lamented how the 
virus was still evolving and surging in some 
parts of the world. —AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan shakes hands with Zionist 
President Isaac Herzog during an official ceremony at the Presidential 
Complex yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: The president of the 
Zionist entity met with Turkish leader 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara yes-
terday, in the first visit by a Zionist 
head of state to Turkey since 2007, as 
the countries seek to mend fractured 
ties. President Isaac Herzog’s trip to 
the Turkish capital and Istanbul was 
planned weeks before Russia invaded 

Ukraine, but the conflict could feature 
at the talks, with both the Zionist enti-
ty and Turkey playing mediation roles 
in recent days. 

But bilateral issues may dominate 
following more than a decade of 
diplomatic rupture between the 
Zionist entity and majority Muslim 
Turkey, a vocal supporter of the 
Palestinian cause. “We will not agree 
on everything, and the relationship 
between (the Zionist entity) and 
Turkey has certainly known ups and 
downs and not-so-simple moments in 
recent years,” Herzog said before 
departing. 
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Zionist entity 
prez in Turkey 
to ‘restart’ ties

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden yesterday ordered government 
agencies to begin work on creating a 
digital US dollar, weighing the risks 
and benefits of a move that could be a 

game changer for the global financial 
system. Coming amid the explosive 
rise of private cryptocurrencies like 
bitcoin, the US effort will place “the 
highest urgency on research and 
development efforts into the potential 
design and deployment options of a 
United States” digital currency, 
according to an executive order 
signed by Biden. 

“A United States CBDC may have 
the potential to support efficient and 
low-cost transactions, particularly for 

cross-border funds transfers and pay-
ments, and to foster greater access to 
the financial system,” the order said, 
adding it could also be less risky than 
private digital assets. The world’s 
largest economy will join more than 
100 countries that are exploring or 
have launched pilot programs with 
their own central bank digital curren-
cy (CBDC), including China’s digital 
yuan. 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said agencies will “evaluate the 

potential financial stability risks of 
digital assets and assess whether 
appropriate safeguards are in place”. 
And due to the global implications of 
using digital assets, Washington will 
work with other governments on the 
effort that “will also address risks 
related to illicit finance, protecting 
consumers and investors, and pre-
venting threats to the financial system 
and broader economy,” Yellen said in 
a statement. 
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Biden orders 
work to begin 
on digital dollar

RIYADH: Air defense systems have been front and 
center at Saudi Arabia’s first defense show as drone 
and missile attacks increase in the energy-rich Gulf. 
Deadly strikes on Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates claimed by Yemeni rebels have been the 
talk of shows held in the two countries in recent 
weeks. Six hundred companies from about 40 
countries showed off the latest military technology 
at the World Defense Show in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh this week. 

“There is very much high interest in the region 
for the capabilities to defeat drones and IEDs,” said 
Bobby Strawbridge of US firm Allen-Vanguard, 
which makes equipment to block radio-controlled 
weaponry. Saudi Arabia has since 2015 led an inter-
national coalition supporting Yemen’s government 
against Houthi Shiite rebels. It has regularly come 

under attack along its southern border with Yemen. 
Visitors to the Riyadh show are zooming in on 

anti-drone and air defense systems, according to 
Tomas Kossowski, chief operating officer for 
Advanced Protection Systems. The Polish firm sold 
its infrastructure-defense products to Saudi 
Arabia’s national telecoms operator in 2019 and has 
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Air defenses take 
centerstage at 
Saudi arms show

RIYADH: A military drone is displayed at Saudi Arabia’s 
first World Defense Show on Tuesday. — AFP 

NASIRIYAH: Iraqis demonstrate to denounce ris-
ing prices of basic food items in Al-Haboubi 
Square yesterday. — AFP 

The Hill’s horseshoe 
bat, not seen in 40 
years, was found again 
in Rwanda’s Nyungwe 
National Park. 

KIGALI: A critically endangered species of bats 
not sighted in 40 years has been found in 
Rwanda, with the “incredible” discovery delight-
ing conservationists who had feared it was 
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