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KUWAIT: The Diplomatic Women’s Committee and 
spouse of the Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman, Kady Al-Khruosi, co-hosted an event at the 
Omani House to celebrate the International 
Women’s Day on March 8th. The Honorary 
President of DWC, Sheikha Halah Bader 
Muhammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Ambassador 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone and the 
Ambassador of the Republic of Kenya were the 
chief guests. Among the attendees were the spous-
es of ambassadors and diplomats accredited to the 
state of Kuwait and the members and friends of 
DWC. Narges Al-Shatti, the advisor of the commit-

tee, prepared a cultural, social program and a show 
of traditional dresses from some countries. The 
program began with an introduction by Shatti, wel-
coming the guests and participants, and a history 
of International Women’s Day showing how women 
were able through their merit and capabilities to 
lead the campaign for gender equality since the 
beginning of the 20th century, and how they 

achieved success and made the international com-
munity stand behind them to achieve their goals. A 
review of the efforts and success stories of Gulf 
and Kuwaiti women was also presented achieving 
gender equality in all fields of professions and in all 
aspects of life. At the end of the ceremony, Kadi Al-
Khrousi, spouse of the Ambassador of the 
Sultanate of Oman, was honored for her outstand-

ing efforts since the day she joined the committee, 
and the Ambassador of the Republic of Sierra 
Leone as well for her continued support for the 
committee. Maqdis, The Director of the Ethiopian 
Airline Office, was honored for her support to cele-
brate International Women’s Day. The attendees 
enjoyed the celebration of the International 
Women’s Day.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yes-
terday National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and visiting Speaker of the Bahraini 
Council of Representatives Fawzia Zainal. Head of 
the accompanying mission of honor MP Mubarak 
Al-Ajmi, His Highness the Crown Prince’s Office 
Director Retired General Jamal Mohammad Al-
Dhiab and His Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs Mazin Al-Essa, were 
also in attendance.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received the visiting Saudi Telecom Company (stc) 
Chairman Prince Mohammad bin Khaled Al-
Abdullah Al-Faisal Al-Saud, and Saudi and Kuwaiti 
telecommunication companies’ boards of directors. 
During the meeting, they presented His Highness the 

Crown Prince with the lock and key of the holy 
Kaaba. The meeting was also attended by His 
Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Chief Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness 
the Prime Minister’s Diwan Chief Abdulaziz Dakheel 

Al-Dakheel and His Highness the Crown Prince’s 
Office Director Retired General Jamal Mohammad 
Al-Dhiab. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also welcomed the 

visiting Saudi Telecom Company Chairman Prince 
Mohammad bin Khaled Al-Saud and his accompa-
nying delegation at Bayan Palace. His Highness the 
Prime Minister’s Diwan Chief Abdulaziz Dakheel Al-
Dakheel was present at the meeting.  — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received yesterday at Dar Al-
Yamama, in the presence of His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah who presented retired 
Lieutenant General Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as the 
newly-appointed First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, and 
Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah as the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defense, where they 
swore in before His Highness on their 

appointment to their new positions. 
His Highness the Amir affirmed the 
necessity of increasing efforts to pro-
tect Kuwait’s security, reiterating the 
importance of working with the leg-
islative authority to best serve Kuwait 
and its citizens, wishing them further 
success. Several senior officials 
attended the meeting. An Amiri decree 
was issued earlier yesterday appoint-
ing retired Lieutenant General Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as 
First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister, and Sheikh Talal 
Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister. —KUNA 

Amir urges new ministers to exert 
efforts to protect Kuwait’s security

New interior, defense ministers swear in before Amir

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets the new interior minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah and defense minister Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, in presence of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Speaker of the Bahraini 
Council of Representatives Fawzia Zainal. —KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives the lock and key of the holy 
Kaaba from Saudi Telecom Company Chairman Prince 
Mohammad bin Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-Faisal Al-Saud. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Saudi Telecom Company 
Chairman Prince Mohammad bin Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-
Faisal Al-Saud.
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 “But we shall try to restart our relations and build 

them in a measured and cautious manner,” he added, 
before a boarding a plane with “Peace and coopera-
tion” written in Turkish on its side. 

After landing Herzog and Erdogan proceeded 
through an honor guard at the Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
mausoleum, with Herzog writing an inscription that 
praised Turkey’s first president as a “visionary leader” 
for choosing “the path of collaboration”. Relations 
between the two countries were frozen after the death 
of 10 civilians following a Zionist raid on the Turkish 
Mavi Marmara ship, part of a flotilla trying to breach a 
blockade by carrying aid into the Gaza Strip in 2010. 

A 2016 reconciliation agreement that saw the 
return of ambassadors all but collapsed in 2018 in the 
wake of Gaza border clashes that killed dozens of 
Palestinians. Turkey has maintained strong relations 
with Hamas Islamists who control Gaza. Condemning 
the Herzog trip yesterday, Hamas reiterated its policy 
of rejecting “any form of communication with our ene-

my”. After the 2018 Gaza bloodshed, Turkey recalled 
its diplomats and ordered the Zionist envoy out of the 
country. 

Asli Aydintasbas, a fellow at the European Council 
on Foreign Relations, told AFP it was “quite likely” that 
the reappointment of ambassadors will be announced 
during the trip. The rapprochement began following 
Herzog’s inauguration in July. The Zionist entity’s presi-
dency is a largely ceremonial role, but Herzog, a veter-
an of the leftwing Labor party, has taken on an out-
sized diplomatic role and has spoken to Erdogan sev-
eral times in recent months. 

Zionist leaders were wary of Turkey’s outreach. But 
Erdogan’s move to secure the release of a Zionist cou-
ple arrested in Istanbul in November on espionage 
charges proved a “turning point”, said Gallia 
Lindenstrauss of Tel Aviv University’s Institute for 
National Security Studies. The matter “opened the 
opportunity for improved relations”, said 
Lindenstrauss, a senior researcher and Turkey expert. 

Following the 2010 crisis, the Zionist entity created 
a strategic alliance with Greece and Cyprus - two 
states with long-standing acrimony towards Erdogan’s 
Turkey - holding regular meetings and joint military 
drills. The trio were part of the “East Mediterranean 
Gas Forum” established in 2019 with other states, 
including Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian territories 
- without Turkey. — AFP 
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Governments and investors around the world rely on 

the US greenback as a secure investment, and the dollar 
is central to commerce as well, including the global oil 
market. White House economic adviser Brian Deese said 
“maintaining US global leadership” is a central goal of 
the effort. However, the study also will look for “unin-
tended consequences,” he said on CNBC. 

Officials rejected the notion that Washington is late 
to the effort to create a government-backed digital 
currency. “We’ve got to be very, very deliberate about 
that analysis because the implications of our moving in 
this direction are profound for the country that issues 
the world’s primary reserve currency,” an official said. 
Biden’s executive order called on agencies including 
the Treasury Department to examine issues including 
consumer protection, financial inclusion and use of 
digital assets for illicit activities. 

The reporting deadlines are staggered, ranging 
from 30 to 180 days, and will include consultations 
with the private sector. The United States “can move 
quickly, but we can also move in a way that’s smart and 
that’s inclusive,” the official said. The officials down-
played competition from Beijing, saying the US dollar 
“has been and will continue to be crucial to the stabili-
ty of the international monetary system as a whole” 

and those issued by foreign central banks “do not 
threaten this dominance”. In addition to China, Nigeria 
in October launched its own virtual money, while El 
Salvador has allowed bitcoin to serve as legal tender. 

Digital assets, including cryptocurrencies, have 
seen explosive growth in recent years, surpassing a $3 
trillion market cap last November, from $14 billion just 
five years prior. The White House said around 16 per-
cent of adult Americans - approximately 40 million 
people - have invested in, traded or used cryptocur-
rencies. However, “without oversight, the explosive 
growth in cryptocurrency use would pose risks to 
Americans, to the stability of our businesses, our finan-
cial system and our national security,” the official said. 

Another official stressed the need to ensure all 
Americans benefit from advances, since “earlier forms 
of financial innovation have ended up hurting American 
families while making a small group of people very 
rich”. The US Federal Reserve released a report in 
January noting that digital currencies could offer 
potential benefits to American consumers and busi-
nesses, but said it is not clear they would outweigh the 
potential risks. 

These include concerns the currencies could be used 
to evade sanctions like those imposed on Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine, but the official said they have not 
been a “viable workaround” for the “financial sanctions 
we’ve imposed across the entire Russian economy”. 
Under Biden’s order, US government agencies will look 
into preventing money laundering as well as efforts to use 
digital currencies to evade financial sanctions, while the 
Fed “is encouraged” to study the potential uses of an 
American CBDC. — AFP 
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 since been in negotiations with other potential cus-

tomers. Kossowski said interest from the Gulf in 
“defending critical infrastructure” was growing every 
month. “There is a big threat here from the constant 
attacks from drones in the region,” he told AFP. “The 
Yemen border is under constant threat and with our 
solutions we are able to prevent drone attacks.” The 
Saudi-led coalition says Houthi rebels have fired more 
than 400 missiles and 850 armed drones into Saudi 
Arabia over the past seven years, killing 59 civilians. 

According to the Yemen Data Project, the coali-
tion staged 401 air raids into Yemen in January alone. 
The UAE, which is part of the coalition, was the tar-
get of an attack in January that killed three people. 
“Houthi attacks have become more frequent and 
dangerous, that is why more advanced solutions are 
needed to confront them,” said a Western military 

attache, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
Drones have become the big new threat facing the 

region because they are cheap, easy to build and diffi-
cult to intercept, making them attractive to radical 
groups, the diplomat added. The Zionist entity said last 
month that it had fired at a drone launched by 
Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, while in November 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi escaped an 
assassination attempt by a bomb-laden drone. 

Arms companies are gearing up in response. One 
company at the Riyadh show was selling a portable 
system that can block the radio signal used to control 
drones. That offers the possibility of setting up a 
drone-free zone over a military base or a moving con-
voy. Saudi Arabia, the world’s biggest arms importer 
between 2016 and 2020, according to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute, on Monday 
announced an accord with US giant Lockheed Martin 
to build an air defense system in the kingdom. 

The General Authority for Military Industries, which 
oversees the Saudi defense industry, has made 22 deals 
with national and international enterprises worth some 
two billion dollars. The deals range from the purchase of 
military systems to the construction of production lines 
and the transfer of knowledge and training. — AFP 

Air defenses take 
centerstage at...

Continued from Page 1 
 

already extinct. But the Hill’s Horseshoe Bat was in 
fact still clinging to life in Rwanda’s Nyungwe Forest - a 
dense rainforest that is home to endangered mountain 
gorillas - the consortium behind the discovery said. 

There had been no information on the population of 
the mammals and the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 2021 listed them as 
critically endangered. Rediscovering the lost species 
“was incredible”, Jon Flanders, director for Bat 
Conservation International (BCI), said in a statement 
late Tuesday. “It’s astonishing to think that we’re the 
first people to see this bat in so long.” 

The Texas-based non-profit had partnered with the 
Rwanda Development Board and Rwanda Wildlife 

Conservation Association to conduct surveys in the 
jungle starting in 2013. In 2019, after a 10-day expedi-
tion scouring the caves in the forest, the scientists 
found the bat. “We knew immediately that the bat we 
had captured was unusual and remarkable,” BCI’s chief 
scientist Winifred Frick said. “The facial features were 
exaggerated to the point of comical.” 

But it took them another three years to verify its 
species. The creatures of the night have long been infa-
mous as fanged monsters or vectors of disease, with the 
coronavirus pandemic doing little to improve that image 
after scientists said COVID-19 likely originated in the 
animals. From the tiny two-gram “bumblebee bat”, to 
the giant Philippine flying fox with its 1.5-m wingspan, 
bats make up a fifth of all terrestrial mammals. 

Some 40 percent of the 1,321 species assessed on 
the IUCN’s Red List are now classified as endan-
gered. Human actions - including deforestation and 
habitat loss - are to blame. For the researchers in 
Rwanda, the elusive discovery marks the beginning of 
a new race to save the once lost species from disap-
pearing again. — AFP 
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