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CAIRO: The State of Kuwait pledged yesterday to pursue
efforts for bolstering joint Arab action at various levels, reaf-
firmed support for the Palestinian people and international
efforts to resolve the Ukrainian crisis with diplomacy. The
Kuwaiti vow was declared by Foreign Minister and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah during a session of the Arab League
Ministerial Council, held in Cairo, Egypt. The foreign minis-
ter, in his address marking conclusion of the council 156th
session and handover of the chairmanship to Lebanon for
the freshly inaugurated 157th session, expressed gratitude to
the Arab League Secretary General Ahmad Abul Gheit and
the AL Secretariat staff for their efforts during the Kuwaiti
chairmanship mandate.

Kuwait, during the 156th session, sought to attain Arab
solidarity and unify views toward urgent Arab issues, he said,
noting that on September 20, 2021, a meeting was held at the
office of the permanent Kuwaiti mission at the UN for consul-
tations among the Arab League member states on issues list-
ed in agenda of the 76th session of the UN General Assembly.
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser noted that on October 21,
2021, in response to an invitation from Libya, the State of
Kuwait took part in chairing a conference for supporting sta-
bility in Libya, held in Tripoli. And, in November 2021, it took
part in an international conference for Libya in Paris.

Arab solidarity
The minister listed other instances where Kuwait took

action for sake of maintaining Arabs’ solidarity, noting that on
January 22, 2022, the State of Kuwait during its chairmanship
of the Arab Ministerial Council, relayed a “Kuwaiti-Gulf-
Arab-international” message to Lebanon including ideas on
rebuilding confidence between Beirut and Arab states. On
January 23, 2022, Kuwait headed an emergency session of the
Arab League Council at the level of permanent delegates for
taking a unified stance against terrorist Houthi militias’ attacks
on civilian targets in the UAE. A resolution was declared con-
demning the flagrant terrorist offensives. On January 24, 2022,
in response to an invitation from the European Union, a meet-
ing was held with EU states’ foreign ministers where the Arab

stances were expressed to them toward various regional and
international issues.

Shedding further light on Kuwait’s political action in this
regard, minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser noted that on
January 30, 2022, Kuwait hosted the annual consultative Arab
ministerial meeting, during which the conferees decided to
take tangible steps regarding Arab causes. Moreover, during
the meeting, Kuwait presented an initiative themed “the Arab
food security.”

On February 21, 2022, Kuwait headed the 58th meeting
of senior Arab officials concerned with nuclear arms and
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) for taking a uni-
fied stand on the issue. On February 28, 2022, Kuwait
headed an emergency Arab meeting at the level of per-
manent delegates at the Arab League to discuss the

Ukrainian crisis, where the conferees declared support
for efforts to resolve it with diplomacy.

Unwavering support
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser renewed the unwaver-

ing support for the Palestinian people, holding the Zionist
entity, the occupation-hinging force, responsible for crimes
perpetrated against the Palestinians in violation of interna-
tional laws and conventions. The international community
should shoulder the responsibility to revive the Middle East
peace process according to relevant UN resolutions and the

Arab Peace Initiative, he said. He applauded the African Union
decision to suspend a decision to grant the Zionist entity the
observer status.

Turning to Ukraine, he underscored necessity for Pan-
Arab coordination to cope with ramifications of the crisis,
affirming in this context the State of Kuwait adherence to the
international laws and the UN charter that reject employment
of force or threats to resolve states’ strife. The State of Kuwait
supports efforts by the UN and other international parties to
de-escalate the situation and resolve the Ukrainian crisis, he
affirmed. He called for further coordination among the Arab
states to deal with impact of various external challenges
affecting Arab peoples.

Diplomatic solution
Meanwhile, Abul Gheit expressed his aspiration to see a

diplomatic solution to the Ukraine issue and voiced concern
at the looming cereals’ shortage in the Arab world. Addressing
the session, Abul Gheit called for dialogue among stakehold-
ers of the Ukraine-Russia crisis to resolve the issue, adding

that this question should not overshadow Arab causes. He
called on the Arab states to be ready for defending “our inter-
ests and take stances that serve our objectives” amid forecast
pressures by quarreling superpowers.” Economic fallouts
from the Ukrainian crisis have become well known and our
region will suffer, regretfully,” he said, urging the Arab League
member states to map out strategies to minimize forecast
hardships, affirming that the Arab nations would suffer from
cereals’ shortage, in particular.

He indicated at a Kuwaiti proposal during a ministerial
meeting, held on January 30, for examining food security in
the Arab world and prospects of integration among the
member countries of the Arab organization at the nutrition
level. “Now emergency circumstances should prompt us to
act seriously for addressing this file boldly,” he stressed.
Several Arab states receive at least 50 percent of their
needs of grains, namely wheat and cooking oil, from
Ukraine and Russia. Military operations in Ukraine have
obstructed exports of vital agricultural products to the
Arab world. —KUNA
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EU in talks with Gulf
on diversifying energy
supply: Spokesperson
BRUSSELS: The European Union yesterday said
talks with Gulf countries on diversifying energy sup-

ply have been taking place and will continue. “We
have conversations with a number of countries in the
(Gulf) region and those conversations continue and
will continue,” Tim McPhie, Spokesperson of the
European Commission for Climate action and Energy,
told a news conference in Brussels in reply to a ques-
tion by the Kuwait news agency (KUNA). The talks
are held on the level of European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, Executive Vice

President Frans Timmermans, EU energy
Commissioner Kadri Simson and EU High
Representative Josep Borrell, he noted. “We are look-
ing to diversify our sources. That is something we are
working for several months when last summer we
noted that prices were increasing due to supply
squeeze in the global market, and that situation has
now been exacerbated by the situation in Ukraine
and that’s why we continue to pursue these talks,”

added the spokesperson. The European Commission
Tuesday proposed a plan to make Europe independ-
ent from Russian fossil fuels starting with gas, in light
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The plan called
‘REPowerEU’ will seek to diversify gas supplies,
speed up the roll-out of renewable gases and replace
gas in heating and power generation. This can reduce
EU demand for Russian gas by two thirds before the
end of the year. — KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the
157th session of the Arab League Ministerial Council in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. —KUNA

AIU celebrates
Kuwait’s National,
Liberation Days
KUWAIT: The national pride of the Kuwaiti youth is
strong and vibrant, and no one can deny this, espe-
cially during February, when Kuwaitis across the
nation celebrate the holidays of National and
Liberation Days. The crisp early spring air and lumi-
nous rising sun make for an ideal atmosphere for
jubilees across Kuwait. The American International
University (AIU) campus is a superb venue to host a
celebration and the opportunity was not missed this
month as events leading up to the grand celebration
on February 22, took place almost daily throughout
February.

AIU strives to offer its students an authentic
American higher education experience by offering rig-
orous courses as well as an engaging and organized
campus life. By hosting a variety of academic and
social events across campus, students are given the
opportunity to engage with others by developing
essential planning, time management, and networking

skills, making them attractive to employers after they
graduate. Students have the opportunity to participate
in the events and are encouraged to join university-
supported clubs that help facilitate the events that take
place on the AIU campus.

One such event was the National and Liberation
Days festival which took place on February 22, 2022.
The ceremony was opened by honored guest speaker,
Ambassador Jamal Al-Nasafi, who addressed the AIU
community and shared his appreciation for the State
of Kuwait. Following welcome addresses from the Vice
President for Academic Affairs and the Director of
Student Engagement, students were treated to a vari-
ety of cultural elements including local dance and
music, a student-led bazaar that sold everything from
sweets to handmade wares to traditional Arabic coffee
and tea. It was evident from the electrifying buzz
which illuminated the venue that everyone in atten-
dance was having a wonderful time.  It is important for
students to remember who they are and where they
come from and events like this are important for
cementing a strong and healthy national identity.


