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Established 1961 

FRANKFURT: Seventy years after its first model rolled
off the factory line, Volkswagen is reinventing the VW
bus, symbol of the hippy movement, for today’s climate-
conscious generation-but some of its former afficiona-
dos remain to be convinced.

The German automaker unveiled the camper’s latest
iteration, known as the ID.Buzz, part of the flagship ID
line with which Volkswagen is leading a multi-billion-
euro charge into the electric car market.

Reviving the “icon” was a “priority”, group CEO
Herbert Diess said recently in a question-and-answer
session on the online forum Reddit. The new model, with
its curvy resemblance to the original VW campers that
had their hey-day in the 60s and 70s, was a “turning
point” for Volkswagen, according to German car market
expert Ferdinand Dudenhoeffer.

Alongside the eye-catching passenger bus,
Volkswagen will also present a “particularly important”
cargo model with a potentially larger market,
Dudenhoeffer says.

Flower power 
The design classic was the inspiration of Dutch

importer Ben Pon, whose eye was caught by an employ-
ee-built transport vehicle, when he visited the
Volkswagen plant in Wolfsburg in 1947. Following his
eureka moment, Pon drafted the first plans and con-
vinced VW to start production in March 1950, christen-
ing its second model after the Beetle.

The chubby camper, a symbol of liberty and free-
thinking, was particularly successful in the United
States, where it was embraced by the Californian
surfer community. The bus has become a pop culture
mainstay, transporting Scooby-Doo through his
adventures, as well as the cast of the cult independent
film “Little Miss Sunshine”. Volkswagen is hoping to
build on the camper’s positive image. The bus which
“contributed to the history of the flower power move-
ment” is now the car “for the Fridays for Future gener-
ation” and “hippies of the climate crisis”, according to
Dudenhoeffer.

Charging stations 
Winning over classic van-owners to the new electric

model however might prove to be a little harder. The
ID.Buzz had “taken on the V-shape” on the bonnet of the
original T1 camper, says Melanie Wolf, 33, member of a
VW Bus-lovers club in Bavaria.

With her partner Tobias Toplak, 43, she regularly
hits the open road in her 1973 camper van model, most
recently taking it on a tour of Norway. “I am interested
to see how Volkswagen pulls off the mash-up between
the hipster world and the ‘Bulli’ mindset,” says Tobias,
using the camper’s affectionate German nickname. The
spirit of “liberty and independence” on four wheels
was difficult to match with the limited autonomy
offered by electric motors, which need to be
recharged, he says.

While there are no official figures, the ID.Buzz’s range

has been estimated at about 400 kilometers (250 miles)
by the German motoring association ADAC. “In the most
beautiful places, when you spend the night in the middle
of nowhere, there won’t be charging points even in anoth-
er 20 years,” says Roland Graebner, 52, who owns a quar-
tet of old campers with which he has “crossed Europe”.

The fossil fuel-powered models “are just so flexible”,
his partner Britta Kellermann, 53, says, even though she
finds the electric model “fascinating”. With the ID.Buzz
“the adventures you can have will certainly be different”,
concludes Hans Toma, 62, proud owner of a T2 camper
from the late-70s. —AFP
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Al-Bahar: The 
gender diversity 
of NBK’s team is a
source of strength 
KUWAIT: Shaikha Al-Bahar, Deputy Group CEO of
National Bank of Kuwait said: “NBK has a firm belief
that diversity is a source of strength and a competitive
advantage for any organization, as a diverse workforce
understands customers better and is able to provide
more creative and innovative solutions.”

Al-Bahar’s statements came in a discussion panel
within the “Ring the Bell” event organized by Boursa
Kuwait in collaboration with the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development (SCPD), the Regional
Office of UN Women and the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) in Kuwait.

Al-Bahar added that NBK’s commitment to gender
diversity and inclusion extends to cover customers by
launching products and services targeting female cus-
tomers and entrepreneurs, while continuing to advance
its strides in this area, in line with its commitment to
promote financial inclusion.

“International Women’s Day this year is an impor-
tant occasion to highlight inspiring female role models
and the key role played by women in continuing to
support recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic,” she
highlighted. Al-Bahar emphasized that the call for gen-
der equality aims to ensure a sustainable future, as the
promotion of gender equality is one of the major glob-
al challenges of the 21st century. The representation of

women at all levels of decision-making around the
world needs more efforts to reach the desired level,
noting that there are examples of women who led the
way to change and contributed to building and pro-
gressing their communities, the fact that motivates new
generations of women to strive to participate in
achieving prosperity for their countries, she pointed
out. Al-Bahar noted that NBK’s employee composition
ratios reflect its commitment to gender equality, as
females constitute 45 percent of total employees, and

women represent 30 per-
cent of employees in lead-
ership and supervisory
positions. In addition, NBK
is committed to promoting
gender equality as a key
element in managing talent
development by taking var-
ious measures to ensure the
participation of women in
leadership positions, pro-
viding mentoring and
appropriate opportunities
for their career develop-

ment, as well as promoting the culture of women
empowerment across the entire group.

UN Women themed this year’s event “Empowering
Women Today for a Sustainable Tomorrow” in recog-
nition of the various contributions of women around
the world in building a more sustainable future for all.
The event is part of Kuwait’s strides to develop and
empower Kuwaiti women, by providing them training
and qualification to be an active player in achieving
Kuwait’s development goals, and the participation with
men in decision-making, which comes in line with of
the principles of Kuwait National Development Plan
(KNDP), and New Kuwait Vision 2035. 

Shaikha Al-Bahar

China inflation 
slowed in Feb as 
food prices eased
BEIJING: China’s factory-gate inflation eased to its
slowest pace in eight months in February as consumer
price growth also softened, data showed yesterday,
after new coronavirus curbs and a drop in food prices.
The producer price index (PPI), which measures the
cost of goods at the factory gate, rose 8.8 percent on-
year, the slowest rate since June last year, according to
the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), tracking a fall
in coal prices. It was above the 8.6 percent forecast in
a Bloomberg survey of economists, but below the 9.5
percent in January. The rise in producer prices last
month had been “affected by increased commodity
prices globally such as crude oil and non-ferrous met-
als,” NBS senior statistician Dong Lijuan said in a
statement.

The consumer price index (CPI), a key gauge of
retail inflation, rose 0.9 percent on-year in February,
the same level as in January. A steady fall in food
prices-especially a 42 percent drop in the price of the
staple meat pork compared to the previous year-has
helped ease inflation worries.

But disruptions to the global food supply due to
Russia’s military operation in Ukraine are expected to
affect prices in China, which relies on barley, sunflower
oil, and corn imports from Ukraine, said Julian Evans-
Pritchard, an analyst at Capital Economics. China’s
leaders Saturday set a target of 5.5 percent GDP
growth this year-the lowest annual goal since 1991 —
with Premier Li Keqiang warning of a “grave and
uncertain” outlook as the war in Ukraine threatens to
damage global supply chains.

Analysts said cooling inflation could prompt the
People’s Bank of China to provide more policy support
to bolster the economy. Rising production costs and
low consumer prices are squeezing profits, said Zhiwei
Zhang, Chief Economist at Pinpoint Asset
Management. “The challenge for Chinese firms will rise
if high commodity prices... persist into the second
quarter,” he said. —  AFP 

FUYANG, China: A customer shops for vegetables at a supermarket in Fuyang in China’s eastern Anhui province
yesterday. — AFP

CO2 emissions 
from energy sector 
rise by record 2bn 
tons in 2021: IEA
PARIS: Global energy-related carbon dioxide emis-
sions rose by six percent in 2021 to a record 36.3 bil-
lion tons, their highest ever level, the International
Energy Agency said Tuesday.

“The increase in global CO2 emissions of over 2 bil-
lion tons was the largest in history in absolute terms,
more than offsetting the previous year’s pandemic-
induced decline,” it said. It pointed to the widespread
use of coal to power growth as the world economy
rebounded from the COVID crisis. “The recovery of
energy demand in 2021 was compounded by adverse
weather and energy market conditions-notably the
spikes in natural gas prices-which led to more coal
being burned despite renewable power generation
registering its largest ever growth,” it said. The IEA
said the rebound of global CO2 emissions above pre-
pandemic levels was largely driven by China, where
they increased by 750 million tons between 2019 and
2021. “China was the only major economy to experi-
ence economic growth in both 2020 and 2021,” it said.

“The emissions increases in those two years in
China more than offset the aggregate decline in the
rest of the world over the same period.” In 2021 alone,
China’s CO2 emissions rose above 11.9 billion tons,
accounting for 33 percent of the global total. 

German Economy Minister Robert Habeck on
Tuesday issued an “urgent appeal” to OPEC oil pro-
ducers to ramp up output following a spike in prices
and supply fears due to the Ukraine crisis.

Habeck called on top oil producing nations to
“increase production in order to create relief on the
market”. “That would be a contribution” to easing the
stress on firms and households, he said at a Berlin
press conference, adding that it was “an urgent
appeal” to OPEC. The plea came as the price of Brent
crude, the international benchmark, soared by more
than five percent ahead of an expected announcement
by President Joe Biden of a US ban on Russian oil
imports over Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. The price
of a barrel reached $129.92.

At last week’s OPEC+ meeting, the 13 members of
the Saudi-led OPEC group and their 10 allies, includ-
ing Russia, agreed to hold firm on plans to stick to
existing output targets through April.

Europe is heavily reliant on Russian energy imports,
and Western sanctions against Russia have so far not
targeted oil and gas. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
has called Russian energy supplies of “essential impor-
tance” for people’s daily lives in Europe’s biggest
economy. The United States is set to move forward
with an energy ban on Tuesday, with US media reports
saying Biden will announce a stop for imports of
Russian oil and liquefied natural gas. Russia accounts
for less than 10 percent of US imports of oil and petro-
leum products, which means the impact on the world’s
largest economy would be easier to bear than for
European economies. —AFP

As inflation bites, 
Nigerians turn to 
herbal medicines
KATSINA, Nigeria: Despite his financial services job
in the north Nigerian city of Kano, two years ago
Usman Ahmad started buying cheaper herbal drugs to
treat his family’s ailments after surging inflation left
modern medicines beyond his budget. Africa’s most
populous country is struggling with double-digit infla-
tion, especially high food prices, and many Nigerians
are looking for ways to save on basic expenses.

Traditional herbal remedies have become one way,
even though the sector is unregulated by health
authorities and medical experts often warn about the
risk of fake, even dangerous, remedies. “My income
can no longer accommodate increasingly high hospital
costs,” Ahmad told AFP outside a herbal kiosk selling
an anti-malarial concoction in Kano.

An anti-malarial mix cost Ahmad 200 naira (2.09
cents) compared to the 2,500 naira ($6) he would pay
for treatment at the hospital. Nigeria’s economy has
been badly hit by falls in global oil prices and the pan-
demic, which slashed petroleum revenue, weakened
the local naira and helped keep inflation at around 17
percent.

A fraction of the price 
The economic squeeze of low oil prices plunged

Nigeria into recession in 2016 and 2020, pushing an
additional seven million into poverty in 2020 alone,
according to the World Bank’s global poverty index.

Even before that, millions of Nigerians were living
in poverty on less than a dollar a day. Herbal remedies
have a deep-rooted culture in Nigeria, especially in
more traditional communities, but the drugs have
become more popular in recent years even among
Western-educated Nigerians like Ahmad.

Herbal shops and itinerant vendors promising a cure
for all forms of illnesses, from common flu to diseases
such as cancer and diabetes, are a common sight on the
streets and markets. Herbal vendors advertise their
concoctions from loudspeakers atop old cars, while
others push herbal mixture-filled prams and carts
through the streets. “I have turned to herbs to treat ail-
ments in my family due to the economic situation,”
Abubakar Hamisu, told AFP outside a herbal shop in
northern city of Katsina, two hours drive from Kano.

It required only “a fraction” of what he would
spend in hospital, said the 43-year old father of seven
as he held a plastic bag stuffed with anti-malarial
herbs.

Soaring sales 
Herbalists say sales have soared and demand has

increased from cash-strapped customers. “The number
of customers has increased four-fold because every
day we attend to people from varying social back-
grounds,” said Abubakar Khalid, a herbalist in Kano’s
Yakasai neighborhood.

Ibrahim Musa, a doctor at Aminu Kano Teaching
Hospital, Kano’s largest medical facility, blamed the
trend on inflation with food costs sucking up earnings.
Nigerians usually pay for healthcare out of pocket
despite the emergence in recent years of health insur-
ance for those with regular income.

“A lot of people don’t have enough money to buy
medications,” said Musa, a consultant haematologist.

Nigeria’s healthcare system is one of the worst in
the world, ranking 163 out of 191, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO). Public spending on
healthcare stands at 3.89 percent of Nigeria’s $495
billion GDP, compared to 8.25 percent in South Africa
with a population of 59 million, less than one-third of
Nigeria’s, according to World Bank figures.

According to the Nigeria Medical Association
(MNA) Nigeria has only 40,000 doctors for its 210
million population, a ratio of two doctors for every
10,000 people. The WHO standard is one doctor for
every 600.

Fakes and frauds 
Nigeria imports 70 percent of its pharmaceutical

needs. But a huge volume of fake and substandard
drugs find their way into Nigeria’s market.

“People continue to lose faith in orthodox medica-
tions,” Musa said. “This makes them turn to herbal
preparations which are much cheaper and readily
available.” But the business has been infiltrated by
quacks who make unreasonable claims of cures for a
quick profit, herbal vendors say. In 2017 Hajara
Bashir’s husband died from internal bleeding after
drinking a herbal concoction he bought from an itiner-
ant vendor outside his home in Katsina. “He stumbled
into the house and lay on the floor vomiting blood. The
bottle had no label, so we couldn’t trace the vendor,”
she said.

Last December drug and food watchdog NAFDAC
warned Nigerians against using herbal concoctions
due to poor storage which exposes the medications to
bacteria.—AFP


