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Nobel laureate and folk-rock legend
Bob Dylan will release a new book
on songwriting in November, his

publisher Simon and Schuster said
Tuesday. “The Philosophy of Modern
Song”-slated for publication on November
8 — is the first book of new writing Dylan
has put out in nearly two decades, since
“Chronicles, Volume One” came out in
2004. The beloved American poet and
music artist began writing his latest book
in 2010, and itʼs comprised of more than

60 essays, musing on artists such as
Hank Williams and Nina Simone, along
with the craft of songwriting, his publisher
said.

“The publication of Bob Dylanʼs kalei-
doscopically brilliant work will be an inter-
national celebration of songs by one of
the greatest artists of our time,” said
Jonathan Karp, head of Simon and
Schuster, in a statement. “ʻThe
Philosophy of Modern Songʼ could only
have been written by Bob Dylan. His

voice is unique, and his work conveys his
deep appreciation and understanding of
songs, the people who bring those songs
to life, and what songs mean to all of us.”

Rumors of a “Chronicles, Volume Two”
have swirled for years but fans will now
have “Philosophy” to tide them over until-
or if-that edition comes into public exis-
tence. Dylan, who burst onto the folk
scene in New York in the early 1960s,
has sold more than 125 million records
around the world.

The 80-year-old has maintained a rig-
orous touring schedule, and is currently
on a global jaunt set to continue into
2024. In 2020 he released his 39th studio
album, “Rough and Rowdy Ways,” to criti-
cal acclaim. He notably won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 2016 “for having
created new poetic expressions within
the great American song tradition.”—AFP

Abbey’s ‘Hadret El
Mawkef’ Kuwaiti
series to air on MBC

“Hadret El Mawkef” (Honorable
Position), a series by Kuwaiti
production start-up Abbeyʼs

Productions, will air during Ramadan on
major Pan-Arab channels. The company
was founded in 2021 by Sheikha Abrar
Khaled Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah and focuses
on enhancing the caliber of Kuwaiti films
and television content. The series will air
on MBC, Shahid.net, Sharjah TV, and
Dhafra TV. Another of Abbeyʼs series,
“Zawaj Ella Robaʼaʼ” (Three fourth mar-
riage), was selected by Saudi channels for
Ramadan entertainment.

“We are very proud that a Kuwaiti-pro-
duced series will be on the forefront of
major channels in Saudi Arabia and UAE
during the holy month of Ramadan, a key
period in the region for TV drama. Our
team worked very hard this season to pro-
duce high-quality series that would show-
case Kuwaitʼs evolving TV drama content
and position Kuwaiti writers, directors,
actors, and actresses on the regional
scene,” said Ahmed Al-Buraiki, Abbeyʼs
Productions Managing Director. He was
speaking at MBCʼs annual press confer-
ence that announces its Ramadan selec-
tions.

In less than a year, Abbeyʼs Productions
rapidly assimilated into the regional TV-
drama scene through its series ʻBi Tawqeet
Meccaʼ (In Meccaʼs Time). The series
ranked as the #1 most viewed in Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait on Shahid.net. 

The production team of Abbeyʼs uses
the latest high-quality filming techniques,
therefore the companyʼs series have taken
Kuwaitʼs entertainment scene by storm.
The teamʼs signature on its produced con-
tent was noticed by major platforms and
channels amid a highly competitive field
where hundreds of productions are pre-
sented daily from multiple countries. 

In an official statement, the company
said that the main objective behind estab-

lishing Abbeyʼs is to develop Kuwaitʼs film
and TV productions to an international
standard that would align with major global
and regional entities. “We managed to
achieve our goal in less than a year,”
added Al-Buraiki; “Thank you to our team
and higher management for their support
and commitment towards positioning
Kuwaiti drama and film-makers on the
regional scene.” 

ʻHadret El Mawkefʼ is a 30-episode
series written by Kuwaiti writer, Abdullah
El-Roumi, and directed by Khaled Jamal. It
provided a platform for Hayfaa Adel,
Mariam El-Saleh, and Zahraa Al-Kharji to

act together again and included a team of
Arab and Kuwaiti actors such as Abdul
Aziz Al-Haddad, Abdullah Al-Turkmani,
Heba Al-Dari, Layali Dhrab, Nawaf Al-Ali,
Kifah Al- Rajeeb, Mansour Al-Boloushi,
Sarah Al-Qabandi and Muhammad Al-
Dosari. The story of the series highlights
various contemporary issues that chal-
lenge many people in todayʼs Arab soci-
eties when making life changing decisions
in critical daily situations.

Ooredoo Telecom, the first to intro-
duce innovative digital services in
Kuwait, in association with VOX

Cinemas, the fastest growing cinema busi-
ness in the MENA region, treated its cus-
tomers and employees who are fans of the
DC Superhero, Batman with an exclusive
premier night of the highly anticipated

movie “The Batman”. The company
launched a series of interactive competi-
tions on its social media pages, which wit-
nessed a huge engagement from the fol-
lowers. Winners won complimentary cine-
ma tickets to watch “The Batman” at VOX
Cinemas in the Avenues.

Further, all eyes were on Kuwait Cityʼs
iconic Ooredoo Tower Tuesday night as
fans of the most iconic fictional characters

in the world, Batman, witnessed the Bat-
signal and captures from the movie light-
ing up the Ooredoo Tower building, in
anticipation of “The Batman” coming soon
to cinemas. 

Nazem Yousef Al-Ghabra, Senior
Manager- Public Relations, Internal
Communications, Corporate Social
Responsibility and Sponsorships at
Ooredoo Kuwait said: “At Ooredoo Kuwait,
we will continue to explore new ways to
reward our customers, form a medium for
continuous communication between us
and them and build a trusted relationship
with them for the long term. We look for-
ward to delighting and rewarding more
customers with such special awards in the
coming months and throughout the year.”

Owned and operated by Majid Al-
Futtaim, VOX Cinemas is the cinema arm
of Majid Al-Futtaim, the leading shopping
mall, retail and leisure pioneer across the
Middle East and North Africa. VOX
Cinemas is the Middle Eastʼs most innova-
tive and customer-focused exhibitor, and
the fastest growing cinema business in the
MENA region. With more than 50 locations
the region, including screens in the UAE,
Lebanon, Oman, Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait, VOX Cinemas is the
Middle Eastʼs largest and most rapidly
growing exhibitor in the entire region.  

Nazem Al-Ghabra

Mosul’s Old City
rises from
rubble in 
war-scarred Iraq

Beneath what remains of the 12th-
century Al-Hadba minaret, builders
work on a project to revive Mosulʼs

Old City, reduced to rubble during Iraqʼs
battle to retake the city from jihadists.
Mosques, churches and century-old
houses are being brought back to life in
the northern metropolis, which the Islamic
State group seized as its stronghold
before being pushed out in mid-2017. “Al-
Hadba is the icon of Mosul, the symbol of
the city,” said Omar Taqa, a supervising
engineer with UNESCO, the United
Nations heritage body which has
launched several projects to restore the
cityʼs landmarks.

The minaret was featured on Iraqi
10,000-dinar banknotes before the
jihadists flew their black flag from the top
of its 45-metre (49 yards) spire. IS chief
Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi made his only
confirmed public appearance in July
2014 at the Al-Nuri mosque, where he
declared the establishment of a
“caliphate”. Three years later Iraqʼs army

and a US-led international coalition had
forced the jihadists out of Iraqʼs second
city. The Al-Nuri mosque, and the adja-
cent leaning minaret-nicknamed Al-
Hadba or the “hunchback”-were
destroyed in June 2017 during the battle
to take back the city.

Iraqi authorities had accused IS of
planting explosives there before their
withdrawal. “We found 11 mines there,
ready to be activated,” said Taqa. “Some
were hidden inside walls.” Only the cen-
tral area of the mosque remains, its dome
propped up on arches supported by
wooden wedges. Atop the columns of
grey marble, traces of blue enhance the
adjoining capitals. As for Al-Hadba, only
its base remains standing, protected by a
sheet of tarpaulin. Having removed about
5,600 tons of rubble, the reconstruction of
the minaret begins in mid-March-retaining
its tilt-while work on the mosque is due to
begin in the summer. By the end of 2023,
the site should be ready.

ʻRevive the Spiritʼ 
While awaiting reconstruction, the

more fragile parts of the structures are
kept in a warehouse. These include frag-
ments of the Mihrab, a niche indicating
the direction of Mecca for worshippers,
as well as pieces of the Minbar, from
where the sermon is delivered and
Baghdadi made his declaration in 2014.
Around 45,000 terracotta bricks from the
original minaret-about a third of those that
made up the structure-are lined up on
shelves to be reused, Taqa explained.

Discoveries are still being made at the
site, where in January a 12th-century
prayer room was found under the
mosque. The UN agency raised $110 mil-
lion for its “Revive the Spirit of Mosul” ini-
tiative, largely financed by the United
Arab Emirates and the European Union.
Al-Tahira and Our Lady of the Hour
churches also set to be revived, as well
as about 120 houses and the local school
in the Old City.

Local contractors are handling the
construction which has created 3,100
jobs. About half of those are for young
people who have been trained in heritage

and building restoration, UNESCO said.
Azhar, 48, once sold fruit on a cart in the
Old City, before joining the workforce to
rebuild Al-Nuri. “The houses, the streets,
were destroyed. The people were dis-
placed to camps,” the father of five said,
declining to give his family name.
“Everyone has suffered. There are those
who lost relatives, those who lost their
homes, their shops, their cars.” Some
wounds remain close to the surface.
Azharʼs wife died during the battle for
Mosul, but he cannot bring himself to
speak of her.

Elegant alabaster 
In the city, normality has begun to

return. There are signs of a fledgling cul-
tural revival, with libraries and museums
reopening. Even as buildings in the Old
City lie half-collapsed, coffee shops,
workshops and bakers have reopened
their doors. At the bend in an alley,
women buy their vegetables steps away
from workers mixing concrete.

Rows of houses edge closer to com-
plete restoration, some of them between
100 and 150 years old. In the maze of
houses that make up the historic district,
visitors gasp in awe at elegant alabaster
walls with Ottoman-inspired motifs over-
looking courtyards. “There are 44 houses
that are practically finished. They will be
turned over at the end of March,” engi-
neer Mostafa Nadhim told AFP. Another
75 are to be completed this year. The
project will also see the rehabilitation of
infrastructure including “electric cables,
street lights, water pipes and pave-
ments”, Nadhim added.

Ikhlas Salim, who moved back into her
home just a few months ago, heats up a
lunchtime meal for her two sons. They
work on nearby reconstruction sites.
When she first returned to her home, it
was in ruins, but she said its restoration
has had a “therapeutic” effect. “Itʼs my
grandparentsʼ house,” the 55-year-old
said. “At first, we had lost hope of coming
back.”—AFP

A picture shows a view of renovations at the Church of the Immaculate Conception (Al-Tahira-l-
Kubra) supported by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNESCO, in the old town of Iraq’s northern city of Mosul. — AFP photos

A picture shows a view of archaeological artifacts salvaged from the Church of
the Immaculate Conception (Al-Tahira-l-Kubra) in the old town of Iraq’s north-
ern city of Mosul.

Iraqi architects with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization UNESCO sit inside a renovated traditional house.

A picture shows a view of a traditional house during reconstruction work.


