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Handlers guide their camels during the first Qatar Camel Festival, at Lebsayyer area of al-Shahaniyyah, around 25 Km northwest of the Qatari capital. A cameleer pets a calf during the first Qatar Camel Festival. — AFP photos

Camels are gathered to take part in a contest during the first Qatar Camel Festival.A cameleer carries a calf during the first Qatar Camel Festival.

When her husband woke her up at
5:00 am saying Russia had invad-
ed, Ukraineʼs Eurovision winner

Jamala didnʼt know what to do first: pack,
find their passports or take care of her two
toddlers. The 38-year-old ethnic Tatar nev-
er thought that she would become a
refugee like her grandmother. She was
driven from her native Crimea by Soviet
forces in 1944 — the title of the ballad
about Soviet persecution that clinched her
the Eurovision crown in 2016. “I never
thought it would be a reality (today)
because it was (in) the past,” she told AFP.
But there she was, cowering in a buildingʼs
second-floor parking lot in Kyiv. “I was real-
ly shocked,” she said.

The family then decided to drive to
Ternopil — 400 kilometers (250 miles) to
the west, in search of safety. But after
spending a night there, the sounds of
explosions were too distressing and they
moved again, this time to the Romanian
border. Jamala crossed the border alone

with her sons aged one and three-
Ukrainian adult men are not allowed to
leave the country and her husband
returned to Kyiv to help with the war effort.
Her sister, who lives in Istanbul, picked her
up. Now she constantly checks her phone,
waiting for news from Kyiv. “It is really hard
when you know that your husband is there.
I canʼt sleep. Every minute I am thinking
about how he is, how is everything.”

ʻDangerousʼ 
Jamala, whose real name is Susana

Jamaladinova, became a national heroine
when she performed her winning song part-
ly in the Tatar language in 2016, two years
after Russia seized and annexed Crimea
from Ukraine. Jamalaʼs lyrics drew Russiaʼs
ire and boycott calls at the time. Crimean
Tatars, a predominantly Muslim Turkish-
speaking minority, were deported from their
homes by then-Soviet leader Joseph Stalin,
including Jamalaʼs grandmother who fled to
Uzbekistan in Central Asia.

“(The song) was about my granny, my
family, all Crimean Tatars who were deport-
ed by the Soviet army,” Jamala said. She
draws parallels between her grandmoth-
erʼs experience and what Ukraine faces
today at the hands of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. “At this time, we see the
same situation,” she said. Members of her
band remain in Kyiv, hiding in shelters. “My
sound engineer wrote to me yesterday that
he didnʼt have any water... he cannot go
out, itʼs dangerous,” she said.

For many observers, Jamala is a sym-
bol of Ukraineʼs resistance against Russian
aggression. She was invited to perform her
winning song “1944” at the German
Eurovision preliminary on Friday-an event
marked by the war in Ukraine. “If I can do
something, I will do it,” she said. Even from
Istanbul, she tries to boost Ukrainiansʼ
morale.—AFP

Ukrainian former
beauty queen 
calls for help in
Russia onslaught

Aformer Miss Ukraine on Tuesday
called for global support for her
country in the face of Russian

attacks, highlighting the plight of mothers
and children as the world marked
International Womenʼs Day. Veronika
Didusenko, who won the beauty queen title
in 2018, told reporters in Los Angeles her
country was suffering under the onslaught
ordered by Russian President Vladimir
Putin. “Right now, millions of Ukrainian chil-

dren and their mothers are trembling at
every sound in the subway stations and
bomb shelters,” she said.

“Even more heartbreaking is that
women are giving birth in such conditions
in the shelters.”Tens of thousands of
Russian troops have swarmed into Ukraine
since the invasion began on February 24,
heading towards major cities, including the
capital, Kyiv. More than two million people
are known to have fled the country, the
bulk of them seeking safety in Poland.

Didusenko said her countrymen would
continue to defend their land, but pleaded
for help from the outside world, including
the imposition of a no-fly zone over
Ukraine. “Ukrainians absolutely have the
courage to defend their lands and homes,
but in order to stop the endless attacks
from the east and north, they are in des-
perate need of weapons and ammunition.

“Those remaining in Ukraine need
this help the most; those who are under
fire from the Russian fascist bombs are
begging our allies to close the skies over
Ukraine. “Unfortunately, their pleas are
falling on deaf ears in Washington and
Europe.” Didusenko was accompanied
by attorney Gloria Allred, who called on
US President Joe Biden to allow
Ukrainians fleeing the fighting to come to
the United States.

“Many of these mothers and children...
have no idea where they will be able to live
with their children, and if they will be able
to return to their former homes,” she said.
“As Americans, we must do everything
possible to open our doors... to these
refugees, and particularly mothers with
children. “I urge President Biden to imme-
diately announce that he will give
Ukrainians the opportunity to come to the
United States if they so choose.”— AFP

Veronika Didusenko (right), who was
crowned Miss Ukraine in 2018, speaks along-
side women’s rights attorney Gloria Allred
(left) during a press conference about her
experience fleeing the war in Ukraine in Los
Angeles, California. — AFP 

Eurovision song contest winner in 2016, Susana Jamaladinova,
known as “Jamala” poses with an Ukrainian national flag during an
AFP interview in Istanbul.— AFP photos

Ukrainian singer a composer Jamala, who won the 2016 Eurovision
Song Contest for her song ‘1944’ and fled the war in her country, per-
forms her then winning song at the German preliminary round
‘Germany 12 Points’ of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) in Berlin. 

The lips pouted to perfection, the neck
was long and poised, and the judges
were sure that no Botox was involved

as they awarded Qatarʼs largest cash prize
for a camel beauty contest in front of an
enthusiastic crowd. Hundreds of specta-
tors, who poured into the isolated desert
venue in Land Cruisers and Jeeps, threw
up their scarves in celebration as the ani-
mal, named Mangiah Ghufran, was
declared winner of the one million
riyal ($275,000) top prize at the
first Qatar Camel Festival late
Tuesday.

The animal paced nervously
in the paddock as his owner
Fahed Farj Algufrani collected the
cheque and told how it had taken
“years” to prepare the prize-win-
ning beast. Previous festivals
were more local but now Qatar
has allowed in camels from across
the region, drawing breeders
from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab

Emirates with millions of dollars in prizes at
stake.

Organizers were on alert after a recent
festival in Saudi Arabia, where 43 camels
were disqualified after it was found they
were given drug enhancements to make
their lips droopier and their humps more
shapely, according to official media. “Work

was done to combat tampering,
which is the use of Botox and
fillers and other things,” said

Hamad Jaber Al-Athba, the
chief festival

organizer. “We had a professional veteri-
nary staff and advanced equipment and
we worked to combat tampering and limit
the spread of cosmetic materials,” he told
AFP. The camels are put through X-rays
and other monitoring. 

“Corruption was fought seriously at the
Qatar Camel Festival.” To pick the win-
ners, the judges look at “the size and
beauty” of the head, the length of the
neck and and the position of the camelʼs
hump. “These are the most important
points,” said Al-Athba. For black camels
the size of its head can be a deal-breaker,
but for white camels, the consistency of
the color counts. 

Authorities in Qatar and its neighbors
are seeking to give traditional practices a
higher profile as they compete with mega
events such as footballʼs World Cup and
Formula One grands prix. Al Athba said the
festival had been a success, drawing
Qatarʼs growing urban population as well
as its desert-dwelling Bedouin. — AFP

A camel and its calf are paraded during the first Qatar Camel Festival.


