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News in brief

Best fan in Kuwait honored 

KUWAIT: Deputy Director General of Public
Authority for Sport honored the best football
fan in Kuwait Yousuf Mirza aka Yoyo Arbawi, in
the presence of his uncle Abdullah Ashkanani,
former goalkeeper Ahmad Jassem and player
Bandar Al-Salama. 

Jadeja tops Test rankings

NEW DELHI: India’s Ravindra Jadeja has
returned as the world’s number one-ranked all-
rounder after his stand-out effort with bat and
ball against Sri Lanka, the International Cricket
Council said yesterday. Jadeja, a left-hand bats-
man and left-arm spinner, hit an unbeaten 175
and took a match tally of nine wickets as India
hammered Sri Lanka inside three days on Sunday
to lead the two-match series 1-0.  — AFP 

New York, Seattle on top

NEW YORK: New York City FC defeated
Guatemalan side Comunicaciones and the
Seattle Sounders downed Mexico’s Leon as
Major League Soccer teams dominated the
opening quarterfinals of the CONCACAF
Champions League on Tuesday. Goals from
Valentin Castellanos, Maxi Moralez and Santiago
Rodriguez gave MLS champions New York a 3-1
first-leg win over Comunicaciones at Rentschler
Field in East Hartford, Connecticut. In Seattle,
the Sounders’ veteran Colombian striker Fredy
Montero scored two first-half goals to set up his
team’s emphatic 3-0 victory over Leon. — AFP 

Rafiq fears he’s ‘unemployable’

LONDON: Azeem Rafiq fears he may have
become “unemployable” within cricket after speak-
ing out about the racism he suffered during his two
spells at Yorkshire. Former off-spinner Rafiq, 31,
accused Yorkshire of failing to deal adequately
with the abuse he suffered at the northern county,
saying he had been driven to thoughts of suicide. “I
feel like people are scared to be connected to me,
because I will continue to fight for the truth,” he
told the PA news agency at the Include Summit in
Birmingham. “I sit here as a 31-year-old, potentially
unemployable, potentially (without) any hope of
being around the game in the future, a game that
I’ve loved for the majority of my life.” — AFP 

KABUL: The announcer roared over the public
address system as a lone rider separated from a
melee of horses and galloped towards a chalk circle
drawn in the middle of a muddy field in the Afghan
capital. Despite being pursued by what appeared to
be a cavalry charge, the rider dumped his “prize” in
the circle and raised an arm in triumph.

Kandahar had taken the lead against Kunduz in
Sunday’s grand final of Afghanistan’s national
buzkashi championships. Banned as “immoral” when
the Taleban first ruled from 1996 to 2001, the hard-
line Islamists have embraced buzkashi since return-
ing to power in August, and the winning team hails
from their heartland despite it having no real tradi-
tion of the sport.

“Unfortunately, buzkashi was not allowed previ-
ously and was only played in provinces where the
Taleban didn’t rule,” Qais Hassan, the owner of the
winning Kandahar team, told AFP. “Today, luckily,
buzkashi is not only being played all over
Afghanistan, but the government, the Islamic
Emirate, is organizing this competition.”

The sport is both spectacular and violent - a lot
like the country, many Afghans are quick to tell you
- and steeped in history. Two teams with six horse-
men a side fight for possession of, traditionally, a
beheaded animal carcass-buzkashi means “drag-
ging the goat” in Persian-with the aim of dropping it
into the “circle of truth”.

Injuries are common
It has been played for centuries in Central Asia,

with slight variations from country to country.

These days a 30-kilogram (66-pound) stuffed
leather bag resembling a carcass is used instead of
the real thing, but the skills required to compete
remain the same. Horses and riders can be substi-
tuted from 12 on each side - a necessity as injuries
are common, although most riders shrug them off
after brief treatment.

The mounts barge violently against each other,
rearing and throwing their hooves into the mix.
Riders lash the flanks of their steeds - and frequent-
ly their opponents too. Sometimes a horse and rider
fall, and on Sunday a member of the Kunduz team
broke his nose, but the powerfully built 50-year-old
soon returned to the fray.

Kandahar and Kunduz were also finalists last
year, but the game was called off in controversy
after a security alert with just 40 minutes played.
This time, the contest took place under tight
Taleban security, six months after the fundamental-
ist Islamists returned to power. As spectators wait-
ed for the action to start, religious songs were
broadcast over the public address system and white
Taleban flags fluttered in the breeze.

The sport has become commercialized too.
Large billboards were set up around the field, and
riders wore different-colored numbered jackets -
some even sporting advertising patches. Since
returning to power the Taleban have promised a
softer version of the harsh rule that characterized
their first government, when they banned most
sports - including football because it showed
men’s legs.

“The government has allowed the independence

of the Olympic administration and along with
buzkashi, we have football, wrestling and other
sports - all supported by the government,” said
Ahmadullah Wasiq, head of Afghanistan’s national
TV, which co-organized the tournament. For the
record, Kandahar won 2-0, with the winning team

carrying off a handsome trophy presented by a sen-
ior Taleban official. The mud and rain made condi-
tions treacherous, but Kandahar’s Abdul Salam
Aymaq - who took up the sport as a teenager -
shrugged them off. “There was nothing difficult for
us,” the 32-year-old said. — AFP 

KABUL: Horsemen from Kandahar team (in black) and Kunduz team compete during the final of Afghanistan’s Buzkashi
League on March 6, 2022. — AFP 

Not for the faint-hearted, Taleban
embrace buzkashi in Afghanistan

Imam-ul-Haq makes
a name for himself,
relatively speaking
RAWALPINDI: Pakistan opener Imam-ul-Haq has
shed some of the burden of being the nephew of a
legend with a century in each innings against
Australia in the drawn first Test. The 26-year-old’s
uncle is former Pakistan captain Inzamam-ul-Haq,
but Imam’s exploits in the drawn Rawalpindi Test
have now given him recognition in his own right. The
pitch may have been a batting-friendly flat track, but
Imam still had to show immense concentration and
discipline for knocks of 157 and 111 not out.

In doing so he became the 10th Pakistan batsman
to score a century in each innings of a Test, and
only the fourth against Australia, behind former
captains Younis Khan, Misbah-ul-Haq and Azhar
Ali. His performance will not only cement his place
in the Pakistan Test side, but will also silence a
legion of critics who go after him after every failure.

The criticism usually circles back to suggestions
he only has a place in the side through the family
name. “I don’t care what people say here and there
and never lose heart,” Imam said after scoring his

maiden Test century on Friday. “I want to take chal-
lenges and excel.” Despite being cricket royalty
Imam’s journey hasn’t been easy.

His uncle is Pakistan’s third-highest Test run-
scorer with 8,830 and most prolific in one-day
internationals, 11,701. Despite obvious natural talent
Imam was labelled “parchi” - an Urdu term used for
someone given undue favoritism - and not helped
by the fact that he was first picked in 2018 when his
uncle was the chief selector.

Nepotism at play?
Imam had the game, most fans agreed, but was

nepotism at play? The bespectacled Imam was
Pakistan’s highest run-getter in the 2014 Under-19
World Cup - where Pakistan lost in the final - finish-
ing with 382 runs in six games. He also showed form
in an A Series against Bangladesh, before scoring
848 in 11 matches in the 2016-17 domestic season.

Inzamam insisted he wasn’t playing family
favorites, saying his nephew was selected on the
advice of coaches Mickey Arthur and Grant Flower.
“Mickey and Grant came to me and stressed that
they wanted him for the team, so only after that he
was selected,” he said at the time. The youngster
made an instant impact, scoring a hundred on his
ODI debut against Sri Lanka in Abu Dhabi in 2017.

His first Test, in 2018, was a match-winning 74
not out against Ireland when Pakistan were teeter-

ing at 14-3, chasing 160. While Imam’s ODI form
only improved, his Test fortunes slumped and he
was dropped after failing in Australia in 2019. But
on the back of two hundreds in domestic cricket,
Imam returned to the fold - and made the chance
count in Rawalpindi. “Every time I failed they start-
ed trolling me but I have a resolve that I will answer
them with my bat, with my runs,” he said. “I want to
make my own name.” —AFP 

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq celebrates after
scoring a century during the fifth day of the first Test
cricket match between Pakistan and Australia at the
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium on Tuesday. — AFP 

Preparations 
continue for 
shooting grand prix
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Higher
Organizing Committee of
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Annual
International Grand Prix
will hold a press confer-
ence on March 12, 2022 at
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting
Complex to speak about
the details regarding the
championship and the
preparations of Kuwait’s
national and other participating teams.

Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations and Director General of the
Championship Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi, which will
be held from March 19-26 thanked HH the Amir on
behalf of Kuwait Shooting Federation board of
directors for his patronage of this championship in
which the elite shooters of the world will compete.

He said the higher organizing committee and its
subcommittees has been working for months to
prepare for this event to maintain ranges and other
related issues to ensure a smooth event. Osaimi
lauded the cooperation of state departments and
authorities, as this will contribute to make the
championship befit the name of HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He also
thanked the Public Authority for Sport and its
Director Dr Humoud Fulaiteh and his deputies for
their support.

Obaid Al-Osaimi

Burgan Bank 
sponsors 6th round
of KEF league
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank has sponsored the sixth
round of the Kuwait Equestrian Federation (KEF)
league for the 2021-2022 season, held at the
Messilah Equestrian Club track. The bank’s spon-
sorship of KEF’s competition reflects its commit-
ment to promote the sports culture in Kuwait and
foster youth development through sports under the
bank’s comprehensive, community-focused social
responsibility program.

On the first day of the league’s 6th round, Friday,
March 4, equestrian Rakan Alhasawi won first place,
followed by Ali Alkhorafi in second, while
Abdulrahman Alfuzae ranked third. While equestrian
Ali Alkhorafi was able to take first place on the sec-
ond day of the tour, Saturday March 5, Khaled
Alkhubaizi and Ahmed Almudahka ranked in second
and third places, respectively.

Commenting on the Bank’s sponsorship of the
league, Hessa Al-Najadah, Public Relations
Manager at Burgan Bank, said “On behalf of Burgan
Bank, I would like to congratulate all the winners of
this round and emphasize our keenness to support
all the efforts aiming at raising the levels of the
sport and preparing Kuwaiti riders to excel at inter-
national events.” 

“Through the Bank’s social responsibility pro-
gram, we encourage talented athletes in various
sporting activities under our sustained commitment
to play a role in elevating the Kuwaiti sports sector
by motivating younger generations to engage in
various sports, particularly those that are highly
embedded in our cultural identity and heritage,”
added Al-Najadah. 

It is worth noting that Burgan Bank was the plat-
inum sponsor of the first round of showjumping

championship, organized by the Kuwaiti Equestrian
Federation in Nov 2021. The bank will continue to
support Kuwaiti sports and athletes in line with its
commitment to play an effective role in encouraging
sports and youth initiatives and driving excellence
across the sector.

Hessa Al-Najadah, Public Relations Manager at Burgan
Bank, with the 6th round winning equestrians.

Khalid Al-Obaidi - Senior Officer, Social Media, at Burgan
Bank, with the winners.

Windies stun
England in World
Cup thriller
DUNEDIN: Defending champions England
slumped to a second loss at the Women’s
Cricket World Cup yesterday as underdogs
the West Indies continued their sparkling
start to the tournament. The West Indies,
who stunned hosts New Zealand in the tour-
nament opener, defeated England by seven
runs in a thriller at Dunedin’s University Oval.

England’s tailenders made a valiant effort
to reel in the West Indies’ 226-run target but
fell just short, leaving their title defense on
the edge. “They batted outstandingly at us
on a good wicket and played some brilliant
shots,” England captain Heather Knight said.
“We felt like we were in a good position but
I guess the last 10 overs cost us.”

Four-time champions England, who lost
to Australia in their opening match, face an
uphill struggle to make the top four of the
eight-team tournament and defend their
2017 title. The West Indies made a brisk
start after winning the toss and opting to
bat, racing to 81 without loss before throw-

ing away three wickets in a single over.
Spinner Sophie Ecclestone sparked the

mini-collapse when she dismissed Hayley
Matthews for 45, then Deandra Dottin was
run out, before Ecclestone struck again with
the next ball. Ecclestone subdued the West
Indies’ batters through the middle of the
innings before Shemaine Campbelle and
Chedean Nation staged a late charge. 

Their 123-run partnership gave the West
Indies a competitive total but England
would have been dominant had they not
dropped a slew of chances as the catching
woes that marred the recent series against
Australia returned. — AFP 

DUNEDIN: West Indies’ Shakera Selman runs after the ball during the Round 2 Women’s Cricket
World Cup match between England and West Indies at University Oval yesterday. —AFP 


