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LIVERPOOL: Mohamed Salah admitted Liverpool
might have suffered from complacency as they crept
into a fourth Champions League quarterfinal in five
years despite a rare 1-0 defeat at Anfield to Inter
Milan on Tuesday. The Italian champions were unable
to scale the mountain they had to climb after losing
the first leg 2-0 at home three weeks ago despite
Lautaro Martinez’s sensational strike into the top
corner just after the hour mark.

Alexis Sanchez’s red card shortly afterwards
punctured any Inter momentum and Liverpool com-
fortably held out with the extra man despite slipping
to just a third defeat in 44 games in all competitions
this season. The Reds had been on a 12-game win-
ning run to keep alive their hopes of a historic
quadruple of trophies.

After lifting the League Cup last month, Jurgen
Klopp’s men are now into the last eight of both the
Champions League and FA Cup and have a game in
hand to cut Manchester City’s six-point lead at the
top of the Premier League. And Salah hopes they can
learn from a rare off night in front of goal as they
failed to score for just the fourth time this season.

“We lost the game and maybe that will give us a
push,” said the Egyptian, who hit the post twice in
the second half with glorious chances. “Maybe in the
back of our minds we were overconfident. It’s a good
game for us to learn from.” Inter were left to rue con-
ceding two late goals in Milan three weeks ago after
they had enjoyed the better of the game for much of
the first leg. “We’ve got to this stage for the first time
in 10 years. We played against the strongest team in

Europe in this time & were their equals,” said Inter
boss Simone Inzaghi. “Sometimes it just takes a sin-
gle episode to change the course of a game.”

The Italian champions again controlled the first
half, but Liverpool had the better chances as Joel
Matip crashed a header off the bar before, from the
resulting corner, Virgil Van Dijk’s goalbound effort
was deflected wide. After a subdued first 45 minutes,
Liverpool were fired up by Klopp at the break and
should have taken the lead on the night minutes after
the restart when Salah turned a loose ball inside the
box onto the post.

At the other end, Martinez looked to have wasted
the chance to get Inter back in the tie when he
dragged a shot wide from the edge of the area. But
the Argentine made amends in spectacular fashion
when he arrowed an effort into the top corner from
outside the box on 62 minutes. Inter’s joy lasted
barely a minute before they were reduced to 10 men
by Sanchez’s ill-discipline.

The Chilean had been lucky to escape with just a
yellow card for a dangerous lunge on Thiago
Alcantara just before half-time and stupidly dived in
on Fabinho to earn a second yellow. Salah hit the post
again 15 minutes from time and only an incredible
block from Arturo Vidal denied Luis Diaz in stoppage
time as Liverpool failed to make their numerical
advantage count. “I think over the two legs it is com-
pletely fine they won one, we won one, and we are
through,” said Klopp. “We could have done better
against an opponent who makes life really uncom-
fortable.” — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Inter Milan’s Croatian midfielder Ivan Perisic vies with Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah during
the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg match at Anfield on Tuesday. — AFP 

‘Overconfident’ Liverpool edge
through despite defeat to Inter

MUNICH: Robert Lewandowski
scored a record-breaking 11-minute
hat-trick to send Bayern Munich sail-
ing into the Champions League quar-
terfinals with a 7-1 win at home to Red
Bull Salzburg on Tuesday. The Polish
striker had three goals to his name by
the 23rd minute - the earliest anyone
has ever completed a hat-trick in a
Champions League game - as Bayern
shook off their early nerves to crush
Salzburg.

“This was definitely a statement
from us, and it gives us hope that there
is more like this to come,” Bayern cap-
tain Manuel Neuer told Amazon Prime
after his side reached the last eight for
a record 20th time. Austrian champions
Salzburg had held Bayern to a 1-1 draw
in the first leg, but their hopes of an
upset in Munich were left in tatters
when Lewandowski scored a tap-in
and two penalties to send Bayern on
their way to a famous victory.

With just ten minutes and 27 sec-
onds between Lewandowski’s first and
third goals, it was the fastest of the six

hat-tricks the Pole has now scored in
the Champions League. “We knew we
had to attack the box early today and
get Lewy into the game, because he is
so hard to defend against,” said
Thomas Mueller. “We all knew how
important this game was today. If we
had been knocked out, it would have
been a very sad next three months for
us,” he added.

Lewandowski from the spot
Bayern started with an attack-heavy

3-5-2, but they looked nervy at the
back and there were chances at both
ends in the opening minutes.
Lewandowski forced a sharp save from
Philipp Koehn with the first attack of
the game, while Nicolas Capaldo was
denied at the other end by a brilliant
block from Kingsley Coman.
Lewandowski gratefully tucked away a
penalty to give Bayern the lead on 12
minutes after he was brought down by
Maximilian Woeber in the box.

Initially, the lead didn’t seem to calm
Bayern’s nerves, and Salzburg almost

equalized as Nicolas Seiwald fizzed a
fierce shot over the bar at the other
end. But Lewandowski was in a preda-
tory mood, and he soon added two
more to complete his hat-trick and put
the tie beyond the Austrian side.
Having smashed a second penalty into
the bottom corner to double the lead,
he added a third on the counter-attack,
chasing a loose ball over the line after a
one-on-one with Koehn.

Bayern were now purring, and Serge
Gnabry drilled home a crushingly
inevitable fourth after an elegant passing

move on the half-hour mark. Mueller
curled a brilliant shot into the bottom
corner to make it 5-0 shortly after half
time, before Bayern switched on cruise
control. The guests grabbed a consola-
tion goal with a clinical counterattack 20
minutes from time, 18-year-old Dane
Maurits Kjaergaard smashing a Geoff-
Hurst-like finish into the top corner
past Manuel Neuer. But the hosts had
the last word as Mueller stroked home
his second and Lewandowski set up
Sane for Bayern’s seventh a few min-
utes from time. — AFP  

Bayern into quarters as
Lewandowski hat-trick
sinks Salzburg

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski controls the ball during the
UEFA Champions League last-16, second-leg match against Salzburg on Tuesday. — AFP  

Barca, Aubameyang
in Europa League
trophy hunt
PARIS: Barcelona and a rejuvenated Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Europa League specialists Sevilla
will spearhead Spain’s challenge in the last 16 of the
competition today. Sevilla host English side West Ham
in the first leg while Barcelona take on Turkish club
Galatasaray at the Camp Nou, in two of the most
attractive ties of the round.

Five-time European champions Barcelona are still
adjusting to the unfamiliar surroundings of the conti-
nent’s secondary competition after crashing out of the
Champions League in the group stage for the first
time in 18 years. They face Galatasaray at Camp Nou
on the back of their best run of the season after four
victories in a row, including an impressive 4-2 win
away at Napoli in the previous round.

They sit third in La Liga and have not lost in the
league since December, boosted by a busy January
transfer window in which they signed Aubameyang
from Arsenal as well as Ferran Torres and Adama
Traore. Aubameyang and Torres have scored seven
goals between them in Barca’s last five games. “We
have four wins in a row and this hasn’t happened for a
long time,” said coach Xavi Hernandez on Sunday.
“The players believe in what we are doing. We are on
the right path.” 

The Europa League is still Barcelona’s only realistic
hope of winning a trophy this season and there
remains a defensive fragility that will offer opponents
encouragement. But Barca will be heavy favorites
against a Galatasaray side that have struggled recent-
ly, winning only twice in their last 15 matches.

Europa League kings
Sevilla, who have won the Europa League four

times in the last eight seasons, will face a West Ham
side who are battling for a trophy. The Hammers’
chances of finishing in the top four of the Premier
League are slipping away, with Arsenal now firm
favorites to secure the final Champions League spot
and Tottenham and United still battling too. West Ham
captain Mark Noble said his team’s fighting perform-
ance in the 1-0 defeat to Liverpool last Saturday
would restore belief after a rocky patch in which they
were also knocked out of the FA Cup. “That perform-
ance will give us a lot of belief and hopefully we can
take that into the Europa League now,” Noble said on
the club’s website. “It’s exciting and hopefully we can
perform like that because Sevilla are a top team and
we are going to need to perform well.” —AFP 

5-goal Fulham
too strong
for Swansea
LONDON: Championship leaders
Fulham took another stride towards
promotion to the Premier League with
a 5-1 win away to Swansea on
Tuesday. Victory left the Cottagers,
relegated from the lucrative English
top flight last season, 14 points clear of
second-placed Bournemouth, albeit
the Cherries have two games in hand.
Only the top two clubs at the end of
the regular season are guaranteed

promotion to the Premier League.
London club Fulham, fresh from a

2-0 win over promotion rivals
Blackburn Rovers last weekend, found
themselves with a man advantage in
south Wales when Swansea defender
Ryan Manning received a straight red
card for a foul on Harry Wilson shortly
before half-time. Wilson then helped
Fulham go ahead early in the second
half when his cross allowed
Aleksandar Mitrovic to score his 35th
league goal of the season.

An own-goal from Swansea’s Ben
Cabango saw Fulham double their
lead before Bobby Decordova-Reid
headed in to make it 3-0 with 17 min-
utes left. Joel Piroe pulled a goal back
for Swansea, only for Fulham to seal

an emphatic win thanks to two goals
late on from on-loan Liverpool
defender Neco Williams. Bournemouth
endured a frustrating evening after
being held to a 1-1 draw by bottom-
of-the-table Peterborough.

They fell behind to a goal from Jack
Marriott on the half hour and although
the Cherries were level early in the
second period through Ryan Christie
but could not press on. Sheffield
United overwhelmed play-off rivals
Middlesbrough 4-1 as former Blades
manager Chris Wilder suffered a
thumping defeat on his return to
Bramall Lane. Sander Berge gave
Sheffield United a 23rd-minute lead
before Blades captain Billy Sharp soon
made it 2-0 with his 15th goal of the

campaign.
Jack Robinson volleyed in a third on

the hour before Boro substitute Folarin
Balogun reduced the deficit in the
62nd minute with his first goal since a
loan move from Arsenal. Morgan
Gibbs-White, however, put the result
beyond doubt 11 minutes from time as
Sheffield United moved up to fifth and
Boro dropped out of the top six. Luton
continued their play-off push with a 1-
0 win at Coventry while Blackburn
held in-form Millwall to a goalless
draw at Ewood Park that ended the
Lions’ five-match winning streak.
Relegation-threatened Barnsley’s
hopes of a valuable win were dashed
by a stoppage-time equalizer in a 1-1
draw at home to Stoke. — AFP 


