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‘Servant’ term replaced with 
‘domestic worker’ in laws

Court scraps recent decision allowing 60+ expats’ iqama renewal
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday 
approved an amendment to a law governing domes-
tic workers, changing the word “servant” to “domes-
tic worker” in all Kuwaiti laws to ensure they are in 
sync with international laws, especially those related 
to human rights.  

According to an explanatory note, the amend-
ment was attributed to avoid reservations by inter-
national human rights organizations and agencies 
concerned with labor affairs regarding the use of the 
term “maidservant” in laws regulating the domestic 
labor sector or in other laws. The amendment also 
replaced the term “private maid” with “private 
domestic worker”, wherever it is mentioned in any 
law. The second and final round of voting on the 
amendment will take place after two weeks. 

Meanwhile, the court of appeals yesterday over-
turned a decision allowing expats aged over 60 
without university degrees to renew or transfer their 
work permits within the private sector for one year 
by paying a fee of KD 250 and KD 500 in compre-
hensive private health insurance. 

The Assembly yesterday also rejected the resig-

nation of MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah, which he submit-
ted around 11 months ago. Only 19 MPs voted to 
accept the resignation, while the government 
abstained. Opposition MPs criticized the govern-
ment for abstaining and charged that the resignation 
is being rejected due to political motives. 

The Assembly agreed to assign the parliamentary 
public funds protection committee to probe reports 
about accounts held by the former head of the pen-
sion agency in Swiss banks. The former official is 
currently living abroad and has been convicted of 
stealing tens of millions of dinars of the agency’s 
funds. Law enforcement authorities in the country 
have been trying to repatriate the former head of the 
pension agency without success. 

The National Assembly also discussed a report 
on resolving the housing problem in the country, in 
which the housing authority is demanding that its 
projects be exempted from the prior supervision 
of the Audit Bureau to accelerate their implemen-
tation. The debate on the issue will continue today. 
The Assembly also decided to delay the debate of 
a grilling against HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah for two weeks at the 
premier’s request.

News in brief

Fake heiress Sorokin still in US  
 
NEW YORK: Fake heiress Anna “Delvey” 
Sorokin remains in custody in the United States, 
US immigration authorities said yesterday, 
despite reports she was about to be deported to 
Germany. Sorokin, who was jailed in 2019 for 
scamming hundreds of thousands of dollars from 
hotels, banks and friends and who inspired a hit 
series on Netflix, “remains in ICE custody pend-
ing removal”, the agency said. — AFP

Binance gets license in Bahrain 
 
DUBAI: Cryptocurrency exchange platform 
Binance, one of the world’s largest, said yester-
day it had been granted an operating license in 
Bahrain, its first in the Gulf. Another major cryp-
tocurrency exchange platform, FTX, also 
announced yesterday the launch of its opera-
tions and the opening of a regional headquarters 
in Dubai. — AFP

TV protester fined $280 
 
MOSCOW: A Russian editor who protested 
against Moscow’s military action in Ukraine dur-
ing a primetime news broadcast on state TV was 
released with a fine yesterday after a court hear-
ing. A judge at Moscow’s Ostankino district court 
ordered Marina Ovsyannikova to pay a fine of 
30,000 rubles ($280) after she barged onto the 
set of Russia’s most-watched evening news 
broadcast holding a poster reading “No War”. 
Ovsyannikova pleaded not guilty in court. — AFP

US 3-year-old kills mother  
 
WASHINGTON: A three-year-old American 
child accidentally shot and killed his mother 
while playing with a gun in the suburbs of 
Chicago. The boy was sitting in the child-seat in 
the back of a car, with his parents in the front, 
and managed to get his hands on his father’s 
pistol. He began playing with it and at some 
point pulled the trigger. His mother, Daejah 
Bennett, 22, was shot in the back of the neck. 
The father was taken into custody. — AFP

KYIV: A woman is evacuated from a burning apartment building yesterday as 
Russian troops intensified their attacks on the Ukrainian capital. —- AFP 

BANGALORE: A girl wearing a hijab walks past police guarding a school yesterday 
after a court upheld a local ban on the hijab in classrooms. — AFP  

KYIV: Russian forces pressed in on 
Kyiv yesterday with a series of 
strikes on residential buildings that 
killed four people in the Ukrainian 
capital, despite a fresh round of talks 
aimed at halting the war. In the high-
est-level EU delegation to go to Kyiv 
since the war began, the leaders of 
Poland, the Czech Republic and 
Slovenia travelled to the besieged 
capital in a sign of support for 
Ukraine. 

But tensions were mounting, with 

Kyiv’s mayor announcing a 35-hour 
curfew to deal with what he called a 
“dangerous moment”, while Russia 
broadened its assault across Ukraine 
with a huge strike on an airport. 
Nearly three weeks into Russia’s 
invasion of its pro-Western neighbor, 
more than three million forced to flee 
to neighboring countries and 97 
Ukrainian children have died, the 
country’s president told Canadian 
lawmakers in a virtual address. 

In a response to crushing Western 
sanctions on Russia, Moscow 
announced that US President Joe 
Biden and a dozen other top officials 
had been banned from entering the 
country, criticizing “the extremely 
Russophobic policy pursued by the 
current US administration”. 
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BANGALORE: An Indian court 
upheld a local ban on the hijab in 
classrooms yesterday, weeks after the 
edict stoked violent protests and 
renewed fears of discrimination against 
the country’s Muslim minority. 
Southern Karnataka state was on edge 
for several weeks after a small group of 
girls in their late teens were prevented 
from wearing the garment on school 

grounds at the end of last year. 
Demonstrations snowballed across 

the state and police used tear gas to 
disperse angry crowds as more 
schools imposed their own bans and 
radical Hindu groups staged boisterous 
counter-demonstrations. After weeks 
of deliberations, Karnataka’s high court 
ruled that the wearing of the hijab 
“does not form a part of essential reli-
gious practice in Islamic faith”. 

Its judgement said schools had rea-
sonable grounds to impose dress 
codes that forbade the headdress in 
the interests of preventing divisions on 
religion and other grounds. “The aim of 
the regulation is to create a ‘safe 
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TEHRAN: Iran has arrested several suspected mem-
bers of a spy network linked to the Zionist entity, foil-
ing its attempt to sabotage a key underground 
nuclear facility, state media reported. The announce-

ment comes as Iran is engaged in talks with major 
powers on reviving a landmark nuclear deal aban-
doned by the United States in 2018. 

Iran has accused the Zionist entity of repeatedly 
targeting its nuclear facilities and scientists, most 
recently in an attempt to undermine efforts to restore 
the 2015 agreement, which was bitterly opposed by 
the Zionist entity. The suspects “planned on sabotag-
ing the Fordo facility and were arrested by the intelli-
gence services of the Revolutionary Guards”, the 
official IRNA news agency reported late Monday. 

Fordo is an underground uranium enrichment facil-

ity located outside the central city of Qom, around 
180 km south of Tehran. IRNA did not specify the 
identity of the suspects or say how many were arrest-
ed. But it said that Zionist intelligence agents tried “to 
approach” an employee at Fordo after “recruiting” 
one of his neighbors, in order to gain information 
about advanced centrifuges at the facility. 

The suspects had received payments “in the form 
of cash and digital currency so that no trace of it 
remains”, IRNA added. A Zionist “spy officer, in the 
guise of a Hong Kong company and with the help 

Continued on Page 2 

Iran foils Zionist 
‘sabotage’ plot 
at nuclear plant

Al-Arabi lift Crown Prince Cup

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah presents the Crown Prince 
Cup to Al-Arabi SC players yesterday as National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and other 
officials applaud. Al-Arabi beat Kuwait SC 5-4 on penalties in the match at Jaber Stadium. — KUNA


