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Kuwait environment body,  
UNEP ink cooperation deal  

Fresh deals boost Kuwait’s capabilities  

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority 
(EPA) and the UN Environment Program (UNEP) 
Regional Office for West Asia yesterday inked a 
memo for bilateral cooperation in environment pro-
tection in Kuwait. Speaking to reporters following 
the signing of the memo, EPA Board Chairman and 
Director-General Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah said it is the second memo to be 
clinched by both sides, saying it will largely help in 
attaining environment preservation goals. 

Apart from the memo, four cooperative agree-
ments were hammered out by the authority and the 
UN program with a view to protecting environment, 
boosting Kuwait’s capabilities for addressing cli-
mate change and fighting pollution, he said. The 
fresh deals reflect Kuwait’s commitment to exerting 
efforts and harnessing energies for environmental 
reform, he said, elaborating that the memo has a 
duration of four years, while the new deals have a 
period of two years. 

On the basis of this cooperation, the UN pro-
gram will throw much weight behind Kuwait’s 
endeavor to revamp its capabilities in various envi-
ronmental domains and to launch fresh joint ven-
tures, he pointed out. All these efforts and agree-
ments would unquestionably have positive impacts 
on Kuwait’s development vision globally, expected 
the Kuwaiti official. 

On his part, UNEP Representative - Regional 
Director for West Asia Sami Dimass said in a press 

statement that this cooperation mainly aims at step-
ping up Kuwait’s environment endeavors, and 
reflecting common priorities for the UN body and 
Kuwaiti authority. Pointing out a 2019 MoU, he said 
this renewed cooperation shows fervent environ-
ment efforts and agreement on new and fruitful 
projects. The UN program will help Kuwait work 
out a national chemical safety blueprint and ensure 
safe management and usage of chemical substances, 
he underlined. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority (EPA) and UN Environment Program (UNEP) Regional Office for West Asia yesterday ink cooperation memo. —KUNA 

KUWAIT: Drugs Control Department officials yesterday arrested an Asian with 2 kg of marijuana. The suspect confessed to trading illicit substances and was referred to concerned authorities. Meanwhile Ahmadi police arrested a foreigner 
who was selling bottles, suspected to contain liquor - 511 imported bottles were found in his possession. 
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According to the United Nations, nearly 1.4 million 

children have fled Ukraine since the conflict began on 
Feb 24 - nearly one child per second. The UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights has reported 1,834 
civilian casualties. Addressing a key Russian concern 
used to justify the invasion, Zelensky said Ukraine 
should accept that it would not become a member of 
NATO’s military alliance. 

“We have heard for years that the doors were 
open, but we also heard that we could not join. It’s a 
truth and it must be recognized,” he told a video 
conference with military officials. Ukraine’s capital 
has been transformed into a war zone, with apart-
ment blocks badly damaged from Russian bombard-
ments and half of the city’s 3.5 million people now 
gone. The 35-hour curfew will come into effect from 
8:00 pm, the city’s  mayor Vital i  Kl i tschko 
announced, saying that four died in the capital yes-
terday. “This is why I ask all Kyivites to get pre-
pared to stay at home for two days, or if the sirens 
go off, in the shelters,” he added. 

Four large blasts were heard from the center of 
the capital early Tuesday, sending columns of smoke 
high into the sky. A fire raged in a 16-storey housing 
block and smoke billowed from the charred husk of 
the building, as emergency services and stunned 
residents navigated an obstacle course of glass, 
metal and other debris littering the road. 

Another residential building in the Podilsk area 
also came under attack. “At 4:20 am everything was 
very thunderous, crackling. I got up, my daughter ran 
to me with a question: ‘Are you alive?’,” Lyubov Gura, 
73, told AFP. The district was once “a place to get 
coffee and enjoy life. Not anymore,” Ukrainian MP 
Lesia Vasylenko said. 

A Fox News cameraman, Pierre Zakrzewski, was 
killed and his colleague Benjamin Hall wounded when 
their vehicle was struck by incoming fire in Horenka, 
outside of Kyiv, on Monday, the US network 
announced. Earlier yesterday, Ukrainian parliament’s 
human rights chief said three other journalists had 
been killed since the invasion began, including a US 
reporter shot dead Sunday in Irpin, also on the out-
skirts of the capital. 

Russian troops surround the city to the north and 
east, and authorities have set up checkpoints, while 
residents are stockpil ing food and medicine. 
Overnight Russian shelling also caused massive dam-
age at the airport in the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Dnipro, regional authorities said. “Two strikes. The 
runway was destroyed. The terminal is damaged. 
Massive destruction,” said regional governor Valentin 
Reznichenko. 

An AFP team saw large plumes of black smoke 
spewing out of the airport site but could not get 
closer as it was cordoned off by soldiers, who said 
the airport could be bombed again anytime. In the 
besieged south-eastern city of Mariupol around 
2,000 civilian cars managed to escape along a 
humanitarian evacuation route, local authorities said, 
following another 160 cars the previous day. 

Outwardly, at least, the two sides are still far 
apart in negotiations, with Moscow demanding 
Ukraine turn away from the West and recognize 
Moscow-backed breakaway regions. Ukraine is 
pushing for a ceasefire and Russian troop with-
drawal. On Tuesday, Zelensky sounded a note of 
cautious optimism about ongoing peace talks and 
claimed Russia was realizing victory would not 
come on the battlefield. 

“They have already begun to understand that 
they will not achieve anything by war,” Zelensky 
said. He said Monday’s talks were “pretty good... but 
let’s see.” In an unprecedented show of solidarity 
with the embattled president, the Polish, Czech and 
Slovenian prime ministers took a train to Kyiv to 
meet Zelensky yesterday. “In such crucial times for 
the world, it is our duty to be in the place where his-
tory is being made,” Poland’s Mateusz Morawiecki 
said in a Facebook post. 

Russia’s military progress has been slow and 
costly, with Moscow apparently underestimating 
the strength of Ukrainian resistance. Western 
defense experts believe Russia’s military now needs 
time to regroup and resupply its troops, paving the 
way for a possible pause or slowdown in fighting. 

NATO worries that Russia is gearing up to car-
ry out a chemical attack in Ukraine, secretary gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg said, citing “absurd claims” 
that Ukraine possesses biological weapons labs 
and warning that Russia would pay “a high price” 
if it did so. 

Yesterday, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
sa id  China does not  want  to  be impacted by 
Western sanctions on Russia, as US pressure grows 
on Beijing to withdraw support from Moscow. 
“China is not a party to the crisis, still less wants to 
be affected by the sanctions,” Wang said. 

Reports this week said Moscow had turned to 
Beijing for military and economic help - prompting 
what one US official called “very candid” talks 
between high-ranking US and Chinese officials. A 
Britain-based war monitor said Moscow had drawn 
up lists of 40,000 fighters from Syrian army and 
allied militias to be put on standby for deployment in 
Ukraine. 

In the face of the assault, Kyiv’s allies have piled 
economic pressure on Putin’s regime, as Britain 
added 350 more Russians to its sanctions list, hiked 
tariffs on a swathe of imports from vodka to steel and 
banned exports of luxury goods. The Kremlin also 
faces domestic pressure despite widespread censor-
ship of the war. — AFP 

Russian forces 
press in on Kyiv...
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 space’... and the ideals of egalitarianism should 

be readily apparent to all students.” Hundreds of 
extra police officers were deployed around 
Karnataka on Monday ahead of the ruling, though 
there was no sign of fresh protests by mid-after-
noon. As tensions came to a head in February, sev-
eral violent confrontations in cities across the state 
were broken up by police and schools were shut. 

The hijab is an important article of faith in Islam 
and many in Karnataka say that Muslim girls have 
worn it in schools for decades, just as Hindus, 
Sikhs and Christians have done with symbols of 
their respective religions. Critics accuse authori-
ties in Karnataka, which is ruled by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bhartiya Janata 
Party, of seeking to drive a wedge between reli-
gious communities that have coexisted peacefully 
for generations. 

Rights groups say Modi’s election in 2014 has 

emboldened hardline groups who see India as a 
Hindu nation and are seeking to undermine its sec-
ular foundations at the expense of its 200 million-
strong Muslim community. Asaduddin Owaisi, one 
of the country’s most prominent Muslim politi-
cians, said yesterday’s verdict had “suspended 
fundamental rights to freedom of religion” and 
urged a Supreme Court appeal. “I hope this judge-
ment will not be used to legitimize harassment of 
hijab wearing women,” he wrote on Twitter. 

The state high court initially ordered a tempo-
rary ban on the wearing of all religious symbols - 
including Hindu and Christian ones - in schools. 
Schools later reopened under heavy security 
with a ban on gatherings of more than four peo-
ple. In several instances authorities made teach-
ers and pupils take off their hijab publicly at the 
school gate. 

A number of Muslim pupils told local media 
they would rather go home than be made to 
choose between their faith and education. Aaliyah 
Siddiqui, one of the teenagers who petitioned the 
Karnataka court to appeal the ban, said the fight 
against the restrictions would continue. “All I want 
to say is I will not give up,” she said in a video 
message. “I will fight for my hijab because hijab is 
my identity and my pride.” — AFP 

Court upholds 
school hijab ban...
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 of an intermediary”, communicated with the 

Fordo employee, it said. Iran has accused US or 
Zionist agents of carrying out an array of surveil-
lance and sabotage operations targeting its nuclear 
program over the past decade. 

In Aug 2012, saboteurs blew up power lines sup-
plying the Fordo plant. Two years later, Iran said it 
had arrested several “spies” in Bushehr province, 
where its sole nuclear power plant is located. In 
2020, Tehran accused the Zionist entity of master-
minding the assassination of top nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in an attack near Tehran. The 
following year it claimed the Zionist entity was 
behind a “small explosion” that hit its Natanz urani-
um enrichment plant. It was the second alleged sabo-
tage attempt against the facility in less than year, 
after a reported attack in July 2020. 

The sabotage attempt at Fordo was foiled by the 

Guards’ “nuclear command, in cooperation with its 
intelligence services command”, state media report-
ed. “This is the first time that the existence of the 
nuclear command has been officially revealed and 
confirmed,” IRNA said. State media had quoted the 
head of the country’s passive defense organization, 
Gholamreza Jalali, as saying that a new “defense 
security command unit” had been formed in May-
June last year “after several acts of sabotage in the 
country’s nuclear facilities”. — AFP 

Monday’s allegations came on the eve of a visit to 
Moscow by Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian for discussions on the nuclear talks with 
major powers. The negotiations in Vienna had been 
making progress but were halted after Russia earlier 
this month demanded guarantees that Western sanc-
tions imposed over its invasion of Ukraine would not 
damage its trade with Iran. 

The 2015 deal gave Iran sanctions relief in 
exchange for curbs on its nuclear program. But then 
US president Donald Trump reimposed tough eco-
nomic sanctions after pulling out of the nuclear deal 
in 2018 and Iran hit back by gradually rolling back its 
own commitments under the deal. Among other 
measures, it resumed enrichment at Fordo, which it 
had agreed to mothball.  —  AFP 

Iran foils Zionist 
‘sabotage’ plot...


