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News in brief

IFOC in its third edition

RIYADH: The third edition of The International
Fire Operations Conference and Exhibition
(IFOC) includes latest technologies in the field
of firefighting and rescue. A number of interna-
tional companies participating in the exhibition
that will last until March 17, to introduce the lat-
est mechanisms, means of fire protection for
firefighters, equipment, firefighting networks,
alarms and specialized automated vehicles. The
Kuwaiti delegation participating in (IFOC) is
headed by the Chief of the Kuwait Fire Force
Lieutenant-General Khaled Al-Mekrad, who will
participate in the conference’s sessions. About
70 participants will discuss practical challenges,
solutions of fire and safety operations, and
enhancing during the sessions. — KUNA

Kuwait oil price down 

KUWAIT:  The price of Kuwaiti oil went down
by 65 cents to $112.43 per barrel on Monday as
opposed to $113.08 pb last Friday, said the
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday.
The Brent crude dropped by $5.77 to settle at
$106.90 per barrel, the same case with the West
Texas Intermediate, which slipped by $6.32 to
$103.01 per barrel. Also, the price for OPEC’s
daily basket of crude dropped by $3.94 to
$113.29 per barrel (pb) on Monday, compared
with $117.23 pb four days earlier, the cartel said.
The monthly average for the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ basket of crude
last month was $85.41 last month, it said in a
statement. OPEC and its allies, a group known as
OPEC+, agreed last month to proceed with a
production hike of 400,000 barrels per day
(bpd), keeping their current policy of slight
monthly increases in output. — KUNA 

OIC supports Palestinian rights 

ALGIERS: The Executive Committee of the
Parliamentary Union of the Members States of
the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) adopted a final communique at the con-
clusion of its 47th meeting on Monday. The con-
ferees reaffirmed support to the struggle of the
Palestinian people for regaining their legitimate
and unalienable rights, foremost among which is
the right to establish an independent and fully
sovereign state with Holy Jerusalem as its capi-
tal. They urged the international community to
double efforts to halt the Zionist aggressions on
the Palestinian people, according to the commu-
nique. On the combat against terrorism, the
conferees condemned all forms and manifesta-
tions of violence, reaffirming resolve to dry out
the sources of funding for terrorism across the
Muslim world, particularly the Sahel and East
Africa regions. — KUNA

Army chief meets UK officials 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Army Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah
received yesterday Air Marshal Martin Sampson,
the UK Defense Senior Advisor to the Middle
East and North Africa. They discussed issues of
common concern. The Army Chief said in a state-
ment that the Chief of Staff received Air Marshal
Sampson, the UK Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda
Lewis and the accompanying delegation.
Discussions between the two sides dealt with
topics of common interest. Commander of the
Kuwait Army Land Force, Major General
Mohammad Al-Dhafiri, and a number of senior
military officers attended the meeting. — KUNA
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Gulf seeks to host Yemen 
govt, rebels for rare talks

US urged to redesignate Houthis as terrorist organization
RIYADH: Gulf Arab countries are seeking to host
rare talks between Yemen’s warring parties,
including the Iran-backed Houthi rebels, in Riyadh
at the end of the month, officials said yesterday.
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest country, has
been wracked by a devastating war since 2014,
pitting the Houthis against the internationally rec-
ognized government.

Repeated diplomatic efforts to get the two
sides to agree a peace deal have failed over the
years. The Saudi-based Gulf Cooperation Council
“is considering holding talks between Yemen’s
warring parties to put an end to the conflict”, an
official from the six-nation bloc, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said yesterday. An official
from the Saudi-backed Yemeni government, which
has been embroiled in a seven-year conflict with
the Houthis, said the conference would take place
between March 29 and April 7.

“We don’t have a problem if the Houthis attend
the talks to try to find a solution to security, mili-
tary and political issues,” the official said. But he
added it was unlikely the insurgents would accept

the invitation to go to Riyadh, which has been
leading a military coalition to back the govern-
ment against the rebels since 2015. Another offi-
cial in Riyadh confirmed efforts for talks were
underway, saying: “Saudi Arabia will not be party
to negotiations.”

Efforts would be led by Oman, which hosts
Houthi officials and has regularly played the role
of mediator in regional confl icts. A Houthi
spokesman told AFP the rebels had yet to receive
an invitation. “Saudi Arabia wants to present itself
as a neutral country... but this call (for talks) is for
media attention, nothing serious,” he said, without
confirming whether or not they would take part.
The talks are scheduled to take place as the
Saudi-led coalition marks seven years since its
intervention in the Yemen war on March 26, 2015
- shortly after the rebels seized the capital Sanaa.

Famine conditions 
Riyadh has repeatedly called on the US admin-

istration to redesignate the Houthis as a terrorist
organization. The grinding war has cost hundreds

of thousands of lives, directly or indirectly, and
displaced millions, in what the United Nations
calls the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Around 80 percent of Yemen’s population of
nearly 30 million depend on some form of aid for
survival. On Monday, UN agencies warned the
number of people in the country starving in
famine conditions is projected to increase five-
fold this year to 161,000 amid fears of a dire
shortfall of life-saving aid. Over 30,000 people
are already struggling in famine conditions, they
said, calling the sharp rise “extremely worrying”.

Efforts to convene Yemen’s warring parties in
Riyadh comes on the heels of a high-level confer-
ence to raise aid for Yemen, as fears mount that
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine threatens global food
supplies. Yemen depends almost entirely on food
imports, with nearly a third of wheat supplies
coming from Ukraine, the UN said. The UN has
repeatedly warned that aid agencies are running
out of funds, forcing them to slash “life-saving”
programs. Last year the UN pleaded for $3.85 bil-
lion for aid, but raised just $1.7 billion. —AFP

KUWAIT: Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, Ardiya, Mishref, Madina and backup firemen battle the fire in a popular market in Jleeb area. The fire was limited to the basement that contained
clothes, food material and houseware items. No injuries were reported.

Kuwait to enhance 
its digital economy
KUWAIT: State Minister for Municipality affairs
and State Minister for Communications and
Information Technology Dr Rana Al-Fares said that
the network development project will commence so
as to increase the net speed to 1 GB as well as
expanding the digital economy - making way for
new job opportunities.

In her opening speech at the Smart Cities
Conference, organized by the Information
Technology Society through the Zoom application,
she mentioned that CITRA has set out to speed up
the development of the fixed network in Kuwait in
order to achieve the main idea of the Smart Cities.
The Smart Cities aims to connect roads, utilities,
and public places using the latest advanced tech-
nologies to direct the digital economy to further
develop and create more jobs. Al-Fares also sup-
port new ideas and innovations to aid the project
as the rest of the World is adapting to the same
adding that the priority of these technologies must
be in service of the citizens and it communities. The
2-day conference will identify the challenges the
government and private sectors are facing in merg-
ing with the Smart Cities to achieve the main goals
of mobility, digitization and coexistence. —KUNA

Inspectors raid shops
KUWAIT: Ministry of Commerce and Industry inspectors raided a tobacco
retail company in Hawally for malpractices. The company is accused of selling
expired products. Inspectors found large quantity of containers ready for dis-
tribution. Legal action will be taken against violators. Commerce Ministry and
Industry inspectors issued 10 citations to several supermarkets for non-compli-
ance with the Ministry laws.

KUWAIT: Salmiya and Bidaa firemen put out a fire in a Salmiya building in a record time and no injuries were
reported. 

Dr Rana Al-Fares


