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Paris graffiti 
legend C215 on
his Ukraine mural

The huge blue-and-yellow mural cov-
ering the side of a Paris apartment
block is a reminder, says Paris-

based artist C215, of the human cost of
the war in Ukraine.

But it is also testament to the talents of
a man whose graffiti skills helped him
overcome a traumatic youth to become
one of Franceʼs leading street artists-a
one-time Banksy collaborator who has
tagged walls all over the world.

Real name Christian Guemy, the 49-
year-old unveiled the huge new portrait of
the Ukrainian girl last week in the 13th
arrondissement of Paris.

It carries a quote from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky, who said
to his staff when he was elected in 2019:
“I really donʼt want my photos in your
offices, because I am neither a god nor an
icon, but rather a servant of the nation.
Instead, hang pictures of your children
and look at them whenever you want to
make a decision.”

“Itʼs a universal message of support,”
Guemy told AFP at his studio. “It chal-
lenges us to think about the ongoing
humanitarian drama in Ukraine and the
responsibility of politicians to do some-
thing. I canʼt ignore the incursions of big
politics into peopleʼs daily lives.”

Heroes 
Guemyʼs pictures are often of regular

people, such as the child victims of con-
flicts from Syria to Kosovo to Rwanda. He
also depicts historical figures-heroes of
French republicanism such as resistance
fighters or the Charlie Hebdo journalists
murdered in 2015. In his studio, stencils
of Nelson Mandela and Jean-Michel
Basquiat are propped up against the
walls.”Perhaps some are too simplistic for
the elites, but they are clear enough to

reach a very large audience, including in
working class areas,” he said.

“I want my works to be more important
than me, to unite people in a society
where everything is divisive.” Born in
1973 in Bondy, a tough suburb on the out-
skirts of Paris, Guemy was amused by
drawing from a young age without expect-
ing anything more from it.

“It was a place totally disconnected
from culture,” he said. “I grew up in the
world of the night: violence, drugs, alco-
hol.” His mother had him when she was
13 and his grandparents raised him as if
they were his parents and she was his
sister. Five years later, his mother killed
herself-a tragedy he says he has now
“overcome”.

ʻToo tragicʼ 
Bright and multi-lingual, he landed a

job in luxury furniture exports, but after a
painful break-up, gave up his job to start
doing graffiti in the streets, with no inkling
of the success it would bring. “I started
stenciling my daughterʼs portrait around
her house to signal my presence and
channel my depression,” he said.

He developed a simple method-cutting
out faces in card without any prior draw-
ing then spray-painting them. That led to
portraits of other people-”generally people
who have done a little more than life
expected of them”.

Soon after he began, he was spotted
by members of Banksyʼs team and ended
up collaborating with the British artist and
appearing in his 2008 documentary “Exit
Through the Gift Shop”.

He felt “too French, too tragic” to con-
tinue their partnership, but it had opened
doors and he found himself travelling the
world, putting together exhibitions, pub-
lishing books and helping to design video
games. The thing that he is actually proud
of, however, is his work in prisons (24 and
counting).”Thatʼs the work that I want peo-
ple to remember. The older I get, the
more I realize that caring for the weakest,
the most fragile, is what we should con-
stantly be focused on.”—AFP 

The organizers of the Eurovision
Song Contest said Monday that
Ukraine was confirmed to participate

in this yearʼs annual musical pageant in
May. Eurovision Executive Producer
Simona Martorelli said the delegation from
Ukraine had confirmed and sent in all
required materials, even on time. “This is
absolutely admirable, given the situation,”
Martorelli said.

Ukraineʼs pick this year is the Kalush
Orchestra, with the rap lullaby “Stefania”.
Sung to a mother, the song incorporates
traditional Ukranian music and includes
the line: “Iʼll always find my way home
even if all the roads are destroyed”.

Martorelli added that the artists would try
to tape a “back-up video” required by all
those invited to the contest in case they
cannot participate live. “Hopefully they will
be able to make it,” Martorelli said.
Eurovisionʼs executive board decided on
February 25 — the day after Russia
invaded Ukraine-to exclude Russia from
this yearʼs contest. The flashy annual
musical event, which has millions of view-
ers in Europe and even Australia, is
scheduled for May 10-14 in Turin.
Organizers said this yearʼs contest would
focus on the theme of peace.— AFP

Devotees chant religious hymns during Holi celebrations, the Hindu spring festival of colors at Shri Krishna
Janmasthan temple at Mathura in India’s Uttar Pradesh state. — AFP photos

Widows sit around a tray filled with Gulal (color powder)
as they participate in Holi celebrations.

School students along with their teachers take part in preparing herbal colors inside the premises of a school ahead of Holi celebrations.

Revelers daubed in colors sing religious hymns during the Lathmar Holi celebrations.

Indiaʼs colorful festivities to mark Holi are
underway, unburdened by coronavirus
fears for the first time in three years,

including in a town usually associated with
grief as a so-called “city of widows”. The
raucous spring festival sees millions
across the country hurl colored powder at
each other in a kaleidoscopic celebration
of the end of winter and the triumph of
good over evil.

Revelries peak on Friday when a public
holiday will see large street carnivals
around the country, but the party started
early in the northern city of Vrindavan,
where elderly women daubed in splotches
of saffron danced the day away together.

“Because of the coronavirus lockdown
over the last two years, we could not cele-
brate Holi,” 72-year-old Shakuntala Davi
told AFP. “Now thereʼs no lockdown, no
coronavirus,” she added. “We are so hap-
py, I have no words to explain.”

Vrindavan is a holy pilgrimage town, tra-
ditionally associated with the Hindu deity
Krishna. But it is also home to around
2,000 widows who have been shunned by
their families after the deaths of their hus-
bands. The idea of their participation in fes-
tive occasions has traditionally been taboo
in Indiaʼs conservative Hindu heartland,
and their involvement in Holi celebrations
only began a decade ago.

Coronavirus derailed last yearʼs Holi
party, with the capital New Delhi and sever-
al states banning public gatherings out of
fear they would become super-spreader
events. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced he was not participating in fes-
tival celebrations in March 2020, as the
pandemic accelerated its alarming initial
spread throughout the world. — AFP

French street artist and painter Christian Guemy (right) known as C215 poses in front of his
fresco depicting a Ukrainian young girl with a quote attributed to Ukrainian President
Volodymir Zelensky. — AFP  

Revelers daubed in col-
ors sing religious hymns
during the Lathmar Holi

celebrations.


