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SAO PAULO: A string of outbreaks of violence,
several deadly, suggest that fan unrest in Latin
American football is spiraling out of control.
Images of a mass brawl at a game in Mexico on
March 5 that left 26 seriously injured and led to 14
arrests went viral and attracted added attention
because the country is set to co-host the 2026
World Cup with the USA and Canada.

On the same evening there were savage attacks
beside a stadium in Palmira, just outside the
Colombian city of Cali, between America and
Deportivo Cali fans. The next day, a man was shot
dead in a confrontation between fans of Atletico
Mineiro and Cruzeiro in Brazil. While academics
who study the issue say that the end of coronavirus
restrictions, which have been blamed for increases
in violence in French and English football, are a fac-

tor, there are other underlying problems.
“There is no way to end violence in football, that

should be very clear,” Heloisa Reis, a professor at
the Unicamp University of Sao Paulo said. “But it
can be reduced. For that, a very comprehensive
public policy is needed,” said Reis, the author of a
book about the problem. Argentina, Brazil ,
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru have enacted laws to
quell excesses by punishing hooligans with jail or
even cancelling sporting events. Some of these ini-
tiatives replicate steps in Europe to control hooli-
gans, such as biometric identification or video sur-
veillance in and around stadiums.

‘Toxic masculinity’ 
After the riot in Queretaro, Mexico banned trav-

elling fans from games-a measure used in

Argentina, Brazil and Colombia-but questioned by
experts because, they argue, the fans still travel and
the violence moves to the streets. Despite their
best efforts the death toll remains huge: 157 in
Brazil between 2009 and 2019, 136 in Argentina in
the last 20 years and at least 170 in Colombia
between 2001 and 2019.

“The great failure of the policies adopted is that
they focus exclusively on the security component,”
says sociologist German Gomez, a researcher at
the Colombian Association of Sports Studies.
Specialists agree that measures tend to ignore aca-
demic studies or social background frustrations
stemming from unemployment, inequality or drug
and alcohol consumption.

Reis argues the root of the problem is “toxic
masculinity”. Football matches provide an arena for

competition between men to gain power over rivals,
especially on their own territory, through physical
force. Reis advocates public policies focused on
the education of men but she is not optimistic. “We
have lived under male domination for centuries. The
male values reproduced are domination, strength,
courage. Is there a prospect of ending that? There
is not,” she said. Specialists and fans perceive an
increase in violence since COVID restrictions end-
ed and fans returned to the stadiums. “These are
the consequences of such a prolonged confinement,
in which people when they return to a public event
have a need to break out of that confinement,” said
Gomez. In Brazil, at least nine incidents have been
reported since February 12, including the shooting
dead of a Palmeiras fan and the stoning of team
buses, in which players were injured. —AFP

Fan unrest is spiraling out of control

Mass brawls, attacks as football 
violence spreads in Latin America

Zain supports jet ski 
World champion 
Al Abdulrazzaq
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, proudly sponsors Kuwaiti champion and
Jet Ski world No 1 Yousef Al Abdulrazzaq. The com-
pany’s support extends throughout the upcoming
season that features local, regional, and internation-
al competitions. Zain is thrilled to continue its sup-
port of Al Abdulrazzaq, whom the company spon-
sored throughout his professional career for the
past 14 years. 

During this time, Al Abdulrazzaq has achieved a
long list of accolades and international success,
where the Kuwaiti champion faced the world’s top
pro racers from around the world and raised
Kuwait’s flag high.  Al Abdulrazzaq is currently
preparing to compete in a number of local, region-
al, and international tournaments as part of the
upcoming season, including competitions in
Kuwait, Dubai, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Mediterranean Sea, Italy, Poland, United States,
Thailand, Sharjah, and more. 

Previously, Yousef Al Abdulrazzaq - who is
ranked world No 1 - attained a long list of accolades
in the most prestigious of championships, including
the gold medal and title of the UIM-ABP Grand Prix
of Kuwait, the first international competition of its
kind to be held at the champion’s homeland back in
2020. Al Abdulrazzaq also attained the first-place
title in the third round of the Runabout GP1 title race
during the UIM-ABP Aquabike Haier Grand Prix of
Qingdao, China as part of the UIM-ABP Aquabike
Class Pro World Championship in 2019. 

The contest is considered the biggest champi-
onship for this sport in the world, and is organized
by the Union Internationale Motonautique (UIM),
the world’s governing body of powerboating. Al
Abdulrazzaq topped the world championship’s
overall points rank, and have also achieved the first-
place title in the second round in Italy, which both
strengthened his world rank, certified by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

Zain’s support to the Kuwaiti Champion for 14
years comes in line with the company’s Corporate

Sustainability and Social Responsibility strategy
towards supporting Kuwaiti sports and athletes. Al
Abdulrazzaq continues to raise the Kuwaiti flag high
by achieving many internationally renowned titles
year after year. 

Zain’s role not only concentrates on economic
and business activities, but also extends to con-
tribute significantly in various areas within the
Kuwaiti society, including sports. The company has
endless confidence in the competencies of Kuwaiti
athletes and their capabilities in excelling in differ-
ent fields, on both regional and international levels. 

Waleed Al Khashti and Yousef Al Abdulrazaq pose for a photos. 

Kuwait shooters 
shine at WCup 
Championship
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooters continue to perform excel-
lently at the World Cup Championship in Cyprus as the
Trap team (Talal Al-Rashidi, Nasser Al-Miqlid and
Abdelrahman Al-Faihan) won the gold medal after a
fierce competition with 14 teams from around the
world. India took the second position while Poland
grabbed third. President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi lauded the achieve-
ments of the team. Al-Otaibi dedicated the victory to
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, government and
Kuwaiti people. He also commended the efforts of the
champions. Al-Otaibi thanked the Public Authority for
Sport and its Director General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh for
their continued support.

Medvedev, Tsitsipas 
crash out of Indian 
Wells Masters 
INDIAN WELLS: Daniil Medvedev was sent
crashing out of the ATP/WTA Indian Wells
Masters in a stunning defeat to Gael Monfils on
Monday that ended the Russian’s three-week
reign as world number one. On a day of upsets in
the California desert, Medvedev was the highest
profile casualty to be sent packing, outfoxed 4-6,
6-3, 6-1 by veteran Frenchman Monfils.

The shocks continued in the evening session
as Greek fifth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas tumbled
out to 21-year-old American Jenson Brooksby.
Brooksby, ranked 43rd in the world, advanced to
the last 16 with a 1-6, 6-3, 6-2 win. Earlier, the
35-year-old Monfils scored his first victory over
a world number one since 2009 with a superb
display to dispose of US Open champion
Medvedev. The defeat means Novak Djokovic
will on Monday return to the top of the world
rankings, three weeks after Medvedev became
number one.

Monfils sealed victory in 2hr 6min after con-
verting his sixth match point. “I’m in my zone and
I’m a tough opponent for anyone,” Monfils said.
“It’s been a long time since I’ve beaten a world
number one, so I’m pretty happy.” Reigning US
Open champion Medvedev had looked to be in
control after taking the first set immediately after
breaking Monfils for a 5-4 lead. But after Monfils
took the second set-clinching with a cheeky
underarm serve-Medvedev’s composure evapo-
rated in the decider.

The Russian earned a code violation for
smashing his racket in frustration after being
broken in the first game, and Monfils raced
through the gears to seal a deserved victory.
Medvedev said he would aim to reclaim his num-
ber one ranking at the Miami Open next week.
“Now I know I’m going to lose it (the ranking),
so I have Miami to try to get it back,” Medvedev
said. “Usually feeling a little bit better in Miami in
terms of tennis, so we’ll try to play good there.

Nadal marches on 
“When I play my best tennis, my good tennis,

it’s really tough to beat me. But that’s the tough-
est part of tennis is to reproduce it time after
time.” Monfils, the 26th seed, will face talented
young Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz in the fourth
round. Alcaraz, seeded 19, advanced to the last 16
with a confident 6-2, 6-0 demolition of compa-
triot Roberto Bautista Agut, the 15th seed. As
Medvedev was left reflecting on his early exit,
Rafael Nadal’s unbeaten start to 2022 continued
with a straight-sets defeat of Britain’s Dan Evans.

The 21-time Grand Slam champion recorded
his 17th straight victory of the year with a 7-5, 6-
3 defeat of the 27th seed. “Today was a step for-
ward,” Spain’s Nadal said. “There is no other
chance but play very well the next day if I want
to keep going. If not, I’m going to go home.”
Nadal will play Reilly Opelka in the last 16 after
the American 17th seed downed Canada’s Denis
Shapovalov, seeded 13, 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-4.

Azarenka tears
In the women’s singles, Veronika Kudermetova

advanced to the last 16 after her Czech opponent
Marie Bouzkova retired in the second set at 6-4,
0-2. Greece’s Maria Sakkari, looking to build on a
breakout 2021 which included two Grand Slam
semi-finals appearances, overwhelmed another
Czech, Petra Kvitova, in straight sets. Sakkari
booked her place in the fourth round with a 6-3,
6-0 win over the two-time Wimbledon champion. 

After the tearful exit of four-time Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka on Saturday, there was
another emotional flashpoint as Victoria
Azarenka succumbed to Kazakh 17th seed Elena
Rybakina 6-3, 6-4. Rybakina’s victory was over-
shadowed by a bizarre incident which came
while Azarenka prepared to serve while trailing
6-3, 2-2.  Play was held up for several minutes as
the 32-year-old two-time Australian Open cham-
pion dissolved into floods of tears, waving away
intervention from the chair umpire saying “I’m
sorry, I’m really sorry.” Rybakina described the
incident as a “very strange situation”. “I just hope
everything is good with Vika because I don’t
know what happened,” she said. “Hope every-
thing is okay.” —AFP

La Liga and ABDG join 
forces to launch ‘LaLiga
Academy Kuwait’
KUWAIT: LaLiga and Austrian Business
Development Group are partnering to launch
‘LaLiga Academy Kuwait’, with the aim of helping
the development of professional football in the
country, as well as empowering young people
through sport. This center will join the list of nine
academies that LaLiga has around the world with
locations in India, China, United Arab Emirates,
two in the United States, Canada, Indonesia,
Russia and Vietnam. 

With a focus on the comprehensive training of
players, in the last seven years LaLiga has devel-
oped more than 500 sporting projects, training
more than 175,000 players in a unique methodolo-
gy developed by the organization’s Sports Projects
department. 

In May of this year, the Jaber Stadium will host
tryouts, where LaLiga coaches will identify the
most promising young Kuwaiti talents and give
them the opportunity to get one of the scholarships
to study for a year in the new long-term LaLiga
Grassroots programs that will be run at the new
ESC Madrid Centre: LaLiga Talents and LaLiga
Academy, two programs that combine sporting and
academic training with five scholarships for this
summer’s LaLiga Camps in Madrid.

“This partnership between LaLiga and ABDG
Sports will be vital for the improvement of the
sports industry in Kuwait,” says Abdulla Ajrash, co-
founder and CEO of Austrian Business Development
Group. “Aiming to shape the future generation of
football athletes (male and female), this project will
help Kuwaiti football to reach the highest standards
that have already been set by the top European
leagues led by LaLiga. Furthermore, this project will
be in line with the United Nations Sustainable Goals
which involves a significant educational dimension
amongst other aspects.”

For Maite Ventura, LaLiga’s general director in
the Middle East, this agreement means “bringing the

LaLiga brand and its values to Kuwait, which
reflects our commitment to helping the development
of football in the country. Through the Academy and
our programs, which will be supervised by highly
trained LaLiga coaches, we want to help create a
development pathway that will help young players
to become professionals.

“LaLiga Academy Kuwait is a unique project
that will feature a world class facility,” said Kevin
Delaplace Haro, Regional Business Development
Manager at ABDG Sports. “All our pitches will meet
FIFA standards in terms of size and turf quality, and
we will have an indoor pitch to allow football to be
played all year round.”


