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Immobile breaks Lazio’s 
Serie A scoring record 
with Venezia winner
MILAN: Ciro Immobile broke Lazio’s all-time Serie
A scoring record on Monday with the only goal in his
team’s 1-0 win over struggling Venezia which moved
them fifth. Captain Immobile, who also had a goal
ruled out for offside just after the break, smashed
home a 58th-minute penalty to take his top-flight
tally with Lazio to 144, one more than Italian
goalscoring icon Silvio Piola. Piola is Serie A’s all-
time leading scorer with 274 goals over a 25-year
career in which his biggest honour was the 1938
World Cup for his national team.

He played at Lazio for nine of those years and
scored 149 times overall for the Roman club, another
record broken towards the end of last season by
Immobile, who is now on 176 Lazio goals in all com-
petitions after netting a league-leading 21st of the
season. “I need to say thanks to the team, in every
match and every season they’re by my side, helping
me to beat each record,” Immobile told DAZN.

“All that you have once you finish playing is how
people feel about you. I’m really proud of what I’m
doing here, and I thank the fans, who’ve truly sup-
ported me from my first day here.” Since Immobile
joined Lazio in the summer of 2016 only Lionel Messi
and Robert Lewandowski in Europe’s top five
leagues-England, Spain, Germany, France and Italy-
have scored more goals than the Italian international.

The 32-year-old’s winner came on the evening
Lazio honored with a pre-match silence another
important captain in Pino Wilson, who led the club
to their first league title in 1974 and died aged 76
just over a week ago. The goal was especially
sweet as it allowed Lazio to move above Atalanta
and most importantly Roma ahead of Sunday’s
capital city derby.

Maurizio Sarri’s side are two points ahead of
their local rivals after one defeat in their last eight
matches, which came in the dying seconds against
title-chasing Napoli a fortnight ago. “In the week
leading up to the derby I bump into a lot of Roma
fans who ask me not to play!” joked Immobile.
Venezia meanwhile stay in the relegation zone,
three points from safety after a third straight defeat
and the 16th of their first season in Serie A in nearly
two decades. —AFP

PALMA: Karim Benzema became the highest French
goalscorer in history on Monday after his double gave
Real Madrid a 3-0 win over Mallorca, sending them 10
points clear at the top of La Liga. But the Frenchman
had to go off late on with what looked like an injury in
his lower left leg, giving Madrid a serious headache
before Sunday’s Clasico against Barcelona.

Vinicius Junior, who opened the scoring, and
Rodrygo also suffered problems in the second half.
“We will  look at it in the next few days,” said
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti. “They don’t seem like
very serious things. Rodrygo was a knock, Mendy
has felt something in his adductor and Karim, after a
jump, didn’t feel good. We’ll see if they can recover
for Sunday.”

Benzema’s absence for the game at the Santiago
Bernabeu would come as a serious blow to Madrid,
after the striker continued his scintillating recent run
with two more goals at Son Moix. After scoring a hat-
trick to help Madrid defeat Paris Saint-Germain 3-1 in
the Champions League last week, the 34-year-old’s
penalty against Mallorca took his career tally to 412
goals, putting him one above Thierry Henry in the all-
time list of French scorers.

Benzema then made it 413 for him and three for
Madrid with a superb header late on, only to limp off in
obvious discomfort. Madrid’s considerable advantage
over Sevilla at the top of La Liga means the Clasico
this weekend will not carry the significance of previous

meetings, even if Barca’s recent surge has had some
wondering if a comeback is still possible.

Yet there will be no doubt Barcelona would love to
rubberstamp their progress under Xavi with a victory
at the home of their fiercest rivals while a win for
Madrid would serve as further confirmation of their
dominance this season. “We have the advantage and
it’s good at this point in the season,” said Ancelotti.
“We have to think about winning on Sunday, that’s all.”

Mallorca had the better of the chances in the open-
ing period, the first of them falling to Vedat Muriqi,
who shot wide at the back post after a superb cross
from Brian Olivan. Vinicius Junior was Madrid’s biggest
threat and he was unfortunate to pick up a yellow card
for his reaction to a high challenge from Mallorca’s
Pablo Maffeo, who was lucky not to be sent off. The
altercation riled the home crowd too and Mallorca
benefitted, their best chance coming soon after.

Dani Rodriguez clipped a delightful ball over the
top for Angel Rodriguez to run onto and the ball fell
loose for Maffeo to carry just in front of the penalty
spot. Maffeo had only Thibaut Courtois to beat but his
scuffed finish hit the post. Madrid’s momentum at the
end of the first half continued early in the second and
in the 55th minute, they took the lead. Fede Valverde
pressured and then robbed Idrissu Baba and while
Mallorca’s fans wanted a foul, Benzema played on,
rolling left to Vinicius, who had a simple finish.

Vinicius was key to the second as well, swivelling

out of trouble in midfield and playing Benzema through
on the left. By the time Benzema passed across the
box, Vinicus had caught up, pushed over by Olivan just
as he went to finish. Benzema converted the penalty to

break the French record and then added another late
on, heading in brilliantly inside the post from Marcelo’s
cross. He celebrated by leaping into the air but could
not continue for long.—AFP

Benzema becomes the highest French goalscorer in history

Benzema breaks French record 
but limps off ahead of Clasico

PALMA: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal during
the Spanish League football match between RCD Mallorca and Real Madrid CF on March 14, 2022. —AFP

Gulf Bank launches the
‘Off-Roading Challenge’ 
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing commitment to
social responsibility and its continuous support
of local youth, Gulf Bank, in cooperation with
the Suffix company for sports events manage-
ment and Kuwait Motor Sport Club, announced
the launch of the Off-Roading Challenge. The
challenge is set to be the first sports event of its
kind in Kuwait, and will take place on Friday,
March 18th from 1-6 PM.

During the press conference held yesterday,
the Assistant Manager of  Corporate
Communications at  Gulf  Bank, Fahad Al-
Sharrah, said that dozens of local youth will be
given the opportunity to practice their beloved
sport and pursue their passions - all while com-
peting for valuable cash prizes.

He pointed out that the application to take
part in the competition was open to off-roading
amateurs and professionals over a period of five
days, as the organizing committee received
dozens of requests for participation. The popu-
larity of the competition reflects the youth’s
interest in off-roading, and sets the stage for the
expectation that thousands of people will attend
the competition set to take place in Bneider.

Al-Sharrah added that the participants will
compete on both natural terrain and prepared
industrial barriers, with the degree of difficulty
ranging from easy to medium. The competition
circuit has been prepared with various rough
roads, using sand, rocks, water basins, and other
challenges that the competitors must pass
through, all while maintaining the strictest secu-
rity and safety measures.

Al-Sharrah affirmed Gulf Bank’s interest in
sponsoring sporting events as part of the Bank’s
role in promoting local youth’s mental and physi-
cal health. Gulf Bank greatly prioritizes the local
youth segment both in terms of its banking serv-
ices and its commitment to their social wellbeing.

He pointed out that Gulf Bank, based on its
motto “Always With You,” presents a distinct
model for sustainability programs that include
all segments of the local population, resulting in
multiple initiatives that promote a great quality
of life, including sports, health, and education
activities. 

Social responsibility is one of the main pillars

of Gulf Bank’s 2025 strategy. Gulf Bank is com-
mitted to maintaining a robust Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) social responsi-
bility program, heading various educational ini-
tiatives throughout the year that have a sustain-
able impact on the lives of youth and society.

A successful partnership
On his part, representative of Suffix company

for sports events management, Ahmed Altwalah,
said: “We are proud to partner with Gulf Bank
to organize the Off-Roading Challenge, the first
sports event of its kind in Kuwait. We look for-
ward to putting on a successful event both in
terms of our athletes’ participation and public
turnout.”

He pointed out that Suffix’s partnership with
Gulf Bank in organizing sporting events extends
longer than six years, with Suffix assisting in
organizing the annual Gulf Bank 642 Marathon.
The marathon was recently awarded a Bronze
Ranking by World Athletics, an honor that Gulf
Bank shares among only 128 marathons around
the world.

Altwalah also notes that the upcoming race will

consist of 9 stages, with each stage varying
between natural terrain and industrial challenges.
Contestants will be evaluated by a panel of judges,
and will be judged based on their timing and per-
formance in their respective car categories.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti
Bank of the Future. The Bank is constantly
engaging and empowering its employees as part
of an inclusive and diversified workplace in
recognition of every employee’s role in deliver-
ing customer excellence and serving the com-
munity at large. With its extensive network of
branches and innovative digital services, Gulf
Bank is able to give its customers the choice of
how and where to conduct their banking trans-
actions, all while ensuring a simple and seamless
banking experience. 

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining a
robust sustainability program at the community,
economic, and environmental levels through
sustainability initiatives that are strategically
selected to benefit both the country and the
Bank. Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision 2035
“New Kuwait” and works with the different rel-
evant parties to achieve it.

(From left) Fahad Al-Sharrah,  Ahmad Al-Amir and Ahmed Altwalah seen in a group photo.


