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LONDON: Crystal Palace’s Danish defender Joachim Andersen (right) controls the ball during the English Premier League football match between Crystal Palace and Manchester City on March 14, 2022. — AFP

LONDON: Pep Guardiola refused to panic after
Manchester City wasted a host of chances in a dam-
aging 0-0 draw at Crystal Palace on Monday that
severely dented their bid to retain the Premier League
title. Guardiola’s side had 18 shots and 74 percent of
the possession, but left Selhurst Park ruing a series of
misses on a significant night in the title race.

Bernardo Silva and Aymeric Laporte were guilty
of the most glaring miscues, with Palace keeper
Vicente Guaita keeping the leaders at bay with sev-
eral saves. With second placed Liverpool having
won at Brighton on Saturday, City are now just four
points clear of Jurgen Klopp’s team. Liverpool can
close to within one point of City if they win their
game in hand at fourth placed Arsenal today.

But Guardiola showed no signs of losing his cool
as he insisted he was happy with City’s performance
and their position in the title battle. “We played a
good game and created a lot of chances but
couldn’t convert. Sometimes it happens,” he said. “I

would prefer to have won, of course, but the way
we played was amazing in a difficult stadium with
the grass not perfect. “There are many games still to
play. We have to win a lot but the way we played, no
regrets about the team.”

Given Liverpool’s red-hot form, the stalemate in
south London could tip the balance of power
towards Merseyside. Liverpool have been so relent-
less that City need to be perfect to hold them off,
and this draw, together with the recent defeat
against Tottenham, have left them vulnerable to the
Reds’ sustained assault. “Luck doesn’t exist in foot-
ball. We have to score goals and we didn’t do it,”
Guardiola said.

After making a host of changes for the goalless
Champions League tie against Sporting Lisbon last
week, Guardiola recalled Kevin De Bruyne and
Riyad Mahrez as he reverted to the line-up that
dominated the Manchester derby. Guardiola insist-
ed City were treating the match like “a final”

because of the threat posed by Palace, who beat
them 2-0 at the Etihad Stadium in October. Mahrez
tried to set the tone when he cut inside to the edge
of the Palace area for a curling effort that whistled
past the far post.

City frustration 
Silva should have put the champions ahead after

Guaita spilled De Bruyne’s blast but, rather than
shoot, he elected to dribble round the Palace keeper
and watched in horror as the ball rolled out for a
goal-kick. In a spell-binding period of City pres-
sure, John Stones was inches away with a 25-yard
rocket that deflected wide, while Mahrez tested
Guaita with a low drive. De Bruyne hooked an
audacious effort over his shoulder, forcing Guaita to
palm away, before Laporte produced an awful miss.

Joao Cancelo’s fierce strike cannoned back off
the post to the unmarked Laporte, who had the goal
at his mercy but somehow contrived to shoot high

over the bar from close-range. Guardiola’s men
were pouring forward in waves but Palace refused
to let the floodgates open and Guaita saved again
from Mahrez, who also shot narrowly wide at the
end of a one-sided first half. Soon after the interval,
De Bruyne hit the post from an acute angle before
Mahrez fired the rebound over. Camped in Palace’s
half, City were becoming visibly frustrated by
Palace’s obdurate resistence.

Guardiola held his head in his hands after Silva
stretched but failed to reach Jack Grealish’s cross as
it flashed across goal. City had no answer to
Palace’s massed defense, although Guardiola’s
refusal to make an substitutions was a curious move.
“I thought a lot about making changes but they
were playing well. The guys in the side had the abil-
ity to score,” Guardiola said. By the time Grealish’s
shot was blocked, City appeared resigned to their
fate and, in a fitting finale, Laporte could only head
De Bruyne’s free-kick tamely at Guaita. — AFP

City’s title bid hit by Palace stalemate
Wasteful Man City in a damaging 0-0 draw at Palace

Australia crush 
West Indies at 
World Cup
WELLINGTON: Australia routed the West Indies
by seven wickets in Wellington yesterday to main-
tain their perfect record at the Women’s Cricket
World Cup. The tournament’s red-hot favourites
produced another ruthless display to race to a 4-0
winning record at the one-day showcase, highlight-
ed by an unbeaten 83 from Rachael Haynes. The win
puts the six-time champions at the top of the stand-
ings with a healthy run rate, virtually guaranteeing a
semi-final spot.

The West Indies have won two of their four
matches and remain in with a chance of making the
top four in the round-robin standings. The West
Indies won the toss and elected to bat but were
stunned when Ellyse Perry took two wickets in suc-
cessive balls to leave them at 4-2. “Early wickets up

front made a difference in the game that really out
us in front and put them under pressure,” Australian
captain Meg Lanning said.

Perry clean bowled Hayley Matthews for duck
then coaxed an edge off the first ball faced by Kycia
Knight. It could have been worse but Deandra
Dottin and Staphanie Taylor were both given
reprieves by the third umpire. West Indies skipper
Taylor made the most of her chance by battling on
to 50 but could not find any support with Shemaine
Campbelle the next highest score on 20. Perry fin-
ished on 3-22 and Ashleigh Gardner took 3-25 as
the West Indies were skittled for 131 in 45.5 overs.

The paltry total was never going to be enough
against the strongest batting line-up in women’s
cricket, but the West Indies did well to make
Australia work for 30.2 overs to reach the 132-run
target. Taylor said the West Indies needed a total of
about 250 to defend but she was heartened by a
solid bowling display and optimistic about her side’s
chances of advancing. “We still have three more
(pool) games to go, that’s a lot of cricket,” she said.
“We just have to go back to the drawing board and
regroup.” — AFP

WELLINGTON: Australia’s Annabel Sutherland takes a successful catch to dismiss West Indies’ Aaliyah Alleyne during the
2022 Women’s Cricket World Cup match between the West Indies and Australia yesterday. —AFP

Jokic wins MVP
duel as Nuggets
down Sixers
LOS ANGELES: Nikola Jokic won his duel with
potential MVP successor Joel Embiid as the Denver
Nuggets came from behind to score a 114-110 road
victory over the Philadelphia 76ers on Monday. The
much-anticipated showdown between reigning NBA
MVP Jokic and Sixers ace Embiid-seen as the front-
runner for this year’s award-did not disappoint.

Serbian star Jokic finished with 22 points, 13
rebounds and eight assists as Denver halted their
two-game losing streak to improve to 41-28. Embiid
led the scoring for Philadelphia with 34 points while
James Harden added 24. Denver maintain their sixth
place position in the Western Conference-the last

of the automatic playoff berths.
Jokic was backed with 21 points from Bones

Hyland while Will Barton chipped in with 20 points.
A Denver victory had looked like an unlikely out-
come after the Sixers poured on the points in the
first quarter, leading by 15 going into the second
period. The Sixers lead jumped out to 19 points at
one stage in the second quarter before Barton (10
points) and Jokic (seven) helped cut the deficit to
just five points at the break.

Hyland then erupted for 12 of his 31 points in the
final quarter-all from three-point range-as Denver
outscored the Sixers 33-22 to wrap up the win.
Crucially, Denver’s defense bottled up Embiid and
Harden in the fourth quarter to staunch the Sixers
scoring, restricting the Philadelphia stars to a com-
bined 11 points. Jokic meanwhile delivered the high-
light reel-worthy moment of the game late in the
fourth quarter, making an incredible running jump
shot to put the Nuggets 112-108 ahead with 1min
32sec remaining. — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Nikola Jokic #15 of the Denver Nuggets shoots the ball against the Philadelphia 76ers on March 14, 2022
at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. — AFP


