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Hong Kong morgues overflow 
amid deadly COVID wave5 Far from Kyiv, Africa feels 

economic fallout from crisis9 Pakistani truck artist 
gives new flair to kicks

Irving casts spell over 
Magic with record 601413

Assembly renews confidence 
in public works minister

5-year program discussed • Court upholds jail for MP over tribal primaries

By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday 
rejected a no-confidence motion against Minister of 
Public Works Ali Al-Mousa, renewing confidence in 
the minister who was grilled just three weeks after 
assuming office. The opposition-sponsored motion 
needed 24 votes to pass, but it only secured 22 

votes, with 21 other MPs voting for the minister. 
Under Kuwaiti law, Cabinet ministers are not 
allowed to vote on no-confidence motions. MPs 
backing the minister insisted yesterday that the 
minister has started dealing with issues but wanted 
more time, adding they have trust that the minister 
is a reformist. 
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KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Ali Al-Mousa gestures after MPs rejected a no-confidence motion against him 
at the National Assembly yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Polestar 2: First fully electric 
car brand arrives in Kuwait

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi with the automotive team.

RIYADH: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
met oil-rich Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman to lobby for higher pro-
duction yesterday after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine sent markets into turmoil. Johnson spoke 
with Prince Mohammed after talks with Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The UK leader is hoping the oil-rich Gulf states 
will raise production to help calm oil prices, which 
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British PM meets 
Saudi, UAE leaders

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is received by Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan (left) and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (right) during a one-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates yesterday. — AFP photos

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe

LONDON: Two British-Iranians flew 
home yesterday after being released from 
years of detention in Iran, as the UK gov-
ernment confirmed it had paid a long-
standing debt over a cancelled defense 
contract. “Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and 
Anoosheh Ashoori will return from Iran 
today,” British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 

said. “They will be reunited with their fam-
ilies and loved ones.” 

UK lawmaker Tulip Siddiq, who repre-
sents the north London district where 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s family live, tweeted a 
photo of her constituent smiling on board a 
plane. “It’s been 6 long years - and I can’t 
believe I can FINALLY share this photo,” 
she wrote. Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s husband 
Richard Ratcliffe told AFP at the family 
home that “the first thing she always want-
ed to do was me make her a cup of tea”. 

“I’m relieved that the problems were 
solved,” he said, standing next to their 
young daughter Gabriella, adding that the 
government should make 

 sure “it doesn’t happen again”. Truss 
also announced that Morad Tahbaz, an 
Iranian-American who also holds British 
nationality, has been released from prison 
“on furlough” to his Tehran home. 
Addressing parliament later yesterday, 
Truss said: “The agonies endured by 
Nazanin, Anoosheh, Morad and their fami-
lies must never happen again.” 

The pair were released as major powers 
in Vienna close in on renewing the land-
mark 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) on regulating Iran’s 
nuclear program. The deal gives Iran sanc-
tions relief in exchange for curbs on its 
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British-Iranians 
freed after UK 
settles Iran debt

KYIV: Ukraine’s leader yesterday issued an emo-
tive appeal to US lawmakers for greater Western 
intervention against Russia, which insisted its inva-
sion was going “successfully” despite the West ral-

lying to Kyiv’s side via arms and sanctions. 
In a landmark virtual address to Congress, 
President Volodymyr Zelensky invoked Pearl 
Harbor, the 9/11 attacks and Martin Luther King Jr 
as he showed a video of the destruction inflicted on 
his cities by three weeks of Russian attacks. 

Ukrainian officials said 10 people had been killed 
while queuing for bread in the northern city of 
Chernigiv, and an unspecified number died in a Russian 
strike on civilians fleeing the besieged city of Mariupol. 
Dull booms echoed across the deserted streets of 
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, with only an occasional vehicle 

passing through sandbagged checkpoints, and very 
few permits granted to break its latest curfew. 

Kyiv has been emptied of around half of its 3.5 
million people but Eduard Demenchuk, a private-
security employee in his 50s, was among those who 
have stayed. “It’s worrying, of course. It’s war after 
all. But we try to stay calm, we won’t allow panic,” 
he told AFP by telephone, after stocking up on gro-
ceries for the duration of the curfew. “To tell the 
truth, I wasn’t planning to leave Kyiv anyway,” 
Demenchuk added. 
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Zelensky invokes 
9/11; Putin says 
invasion on track

KUWAIT: Polestar, the Swedish premium electric 
performance brand, confirms its arrival in Kuwait 
with the Polestar 2. Polestar has appointed BNK 
Automotive, the authorized distributor of Volvo 
Cars in Kuwait, as its representative in the country. 
Nils Mosko, Head of Strategy and Business 
Development at Polestar, commented: “We are 
excited to bring Polestar to Kuwait. As a premium 

electric brand, we found a natural partner in BNK 
Automotive, and we are pleased to join their portfo-
lio of automotive brands.” 

“As we witness the global shift towards electrifi-
cation in the automotive industry, we are honored to 
be in a position to catalyze this change in Kuwait 
towards a brighter, greener future,” said Bader 
Nasser Al-Kharafi of BNK Automotive. (See Page 8) 

News in brief

Saudi King undergoes tests 
 
RIYADH: Saudi King Salman left King Faisal 
Specialist Hospital in Riyadh after he underwent 
some successful medical tests and changed the 
battery of his pacemaker. HH the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent a cable to King Salman to congratulate him 
on the successful medical checkups. He wished 
the Saudi king everlasting wellbeing and the 
kingdom more progress and welfare under his 
wise leadership. — Agencies 

US to sell F-15s to Egypt 
 
WASHINGTON: A senior US general told 
Congress Tuesday that the United States will sell 
Egypt advanced F-15 fighter jets. “In the case of 
Egypt, I think we have good news, in that we are 
going to provide them with F-15s, which was a 
long, hard slog,” Central Command head General 
Frank McKenzie told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. He did not provide details on the sale, 
and the State Department, which has to sign off 
on it, has yet to officially notify Congress of a 
sale, as it is required to do. — AFP

Russia exits Council of Europe 
 
STRASBOURG, France: Russia yesterday 
ceased to be a member of the Council of Europe 
after over a quarter of a century of membership 
in the pan-European rights body, the council 
said in a statement. Moscow announced 
Tuesday that it was quitting the council, ahead 
of the formal decision taken yesterday by the 
body’s committee of ministers to expel Russia 
over its invasion of Ukraine. In a hugely symbol-
ic moment, the flag of Russia was lowered and 
removed from its staff outside the Council of 
Europe headquarters. — AFP  


