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In its regular session yesterday, the Assembly 

agreed to amend the law governing the housing 
authority to exempt its projects from the prior 
supervision of the Audit Bureau for the next five 
years to accelerate those projects to meet ever-ris-
ing demands for government housing. 

The Assembly also discussed the government’s 
five-year program (2021/2022- 2024/2025), which 
highlights the main development objectives the gov-
ernment aims to achieve over the next five fiscal 
years. Minister of Oil and Electricity and Water 
Mohammad Al-Fares said the program is based on 
main issues including reforms, restructuring public 
funds, developing human resources and boosting 
renewable energy. 

The minister said the implementation of the pro-
gram faces major challenges, mainly the rising 
budget deficit, adding that the expected budget 
deficit over the next five years is expected to be 
between KD 45 billion and KD 60 billion. 
Challenges also include the low productivity of the 
public sector, adding that the big contribution of the 

government in domestic economy prevents the par-
ticipation of the private sector, the low quality of 
education where the level of 12th graders in Kuwait 
is equal only to seventh graders in advanced coun-
tries, in addition to the low quality of infrastructure. 

Minister of Finance Abdulwahab Al-Rasheed 
said 72,000 Kuwaitis work in the private sector and 
the government aims to increase this to 100,000 
over the next five years. He said the breakeven price 
of oil, where there will be no deficit in the budget, is 
$90 a barrel, and the government aims to cut it to 
$70 a barrel. 

MP Saifi Al-Saifi lashed out at the program, say-
ing there can be no plan without a timetable, adding 
that it is not enough to have a program in 26 pages 
with spending exceeding KD 100 billion. Saifi said if 
the government implements just 10 percent of the 
program, “ministers will be champions”, adding that 
the government does not have legislation to carry 
out the program. He said the difference between 
Kuwait and the rest of the Gulf is like the difference 
between a Nokia phone and an iPhone. The 
Assembly is scheduled to hold a special session 
today to debate the rights of retired Kuwaitis.  

Meanwhile, the court of appeals yesterday upheld a 
two-year jail term against MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa and 
former MP Sultan Al-Shemmari and others for taking 
part in outlawed tribal primaries. The verdict is not 
final as it needs to be looked by the court of cassation, 
the country’s top court whose verdicts are final.
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 soared to nearly $140 a barrel before dropping 

below $100, and help end the West’s dependency 
on Russian oil following the invasion.  

In their talks, Johnson and Prince Mohammed 
discussed “regional and international issues of 
common interest and efforts exerted in their 
regard, including the developments in Ukraine”, 
the official Saudi Press Agency said, without men-
tioning any talks on oil . Johnson met Prince 
Mohammed after discussing “the stability of the 
global oil markets” with Emirati royal Sheikh 
Mohammed, according to the UAE’s official WAM 
news agency. 

“The leaders welcomed the long-standing part-
nership between our two countries and discussed 
opportunities to increase collaboration between 
the UK and UAE on energy security, green tech-
nology, and trade,” a Downing Street spokesper-
son said. 

Before leaving for Riyadh, Johnson stressed 
Britain’s “very important relationship” with the oil-
rich Gulf. “It’s not just a question of looking at the 
OPEC countries and what they can do to increase 
supply, though that is important,” Johnson told 

British media. “When we look at the dependency 
the West in particular has built up on Putin’s 
hydrocarbons, on Putin’s oil and gas, we can see 
what a mistake that was because he’s been able to 
blackmail the West.” 

Johnson’s spokesman said he would also ask 
Prince Mohammed to condemn Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin over the assault on Ukraine. 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which are two of 
the world’s biggest oil exporters and both have 
ties to Moscow, have so far avoided taking a 
position against Russia. But Johnson said before 
leaving that the impact of Putin’s “brutal and 
unprovoked” assault wil l  be felt far beyond 
Europe. He said as Western sanctions begin to 
bite, a new international coalition was needed to 
offset their impact on consumers already feeling 
the pinch from rising inflation. 

“The world must wean itself off Russian hydro-
carbons and starve Putin’s addiction to oil and 
gas,” he said in a statement. “Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates are key international partners 
in that effort.” The UAE and Saudi Arabia are the 
UK’s two largest economic partners in the region, 
with bilateral trade worth £12.2 billion and £10.4 
billion respectively in 2020, Johnson’s office said. 

Russia is the world’s largest producer of gas 
and one of the biggest oil producers. Like the 
United States, Britain plans to phase out Russian 
oil imports by the end of the year, as part of wide-
ranging sanctions targeting Russian businesses 
and billionaires. —  AFP  
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nuclear program and Tehran said yesterday that “two 

issues” remain with the US to restore the deal. 
Truss confirmed that, with diplomatic assistance from 

Oman, London and Tehran had “in parallel” resolved a 
£394-million ($515-million) debt dating back to the 
1970s and the era of the Shah of Iran. The debt payment 
deal was reached “after highly complex and exhaustive 
negotiations”, Truss said, and the money can only be used 
for humanitarian goods. 

The families of both Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Ashoori 
believe they were being held as political prisoners until 
the issue was settled. The UK has consciously avoided 
saying the detention of the pair, and others held in Iran, 
was linked to the debt for an order of tanks that was 
cancelled after the 1979 Islamic revolution. Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said yesterday that 
Iran had received the money “a few days ago”, adding 

that it was “wrong to link Iran receiving its debt... to the 
release of these people”. 

Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a project manager for the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the news 
and data agency, was arrested in Tehran on a visit to 
family in 2016. She was sentenced to five years in prison 
for plotting to overthrow the government. Last year she 
was given a further 12-month jail term for taking part in 
a rally outside the Iranian embassy in London in 2009. 

Ashoori, a retired engineer from southeast London, 
was arrested in 2017 and jailed for 10 years on charges 
of spying for the Zionist entity. The pair landed in 
Muscat on a Royal Air Force of Oman flight, the foreign 
ministry said. They were expected to land in the UK lat-
er yesterday. Tahbaz was arrested alongside other envi-
ronmentalists in Jan 2018 and sentenced to 10 years in 
jail for “conspiring with America”. 

Sacha Deshmukh, Amnesty International UK’s chief 
executive, welcomed the “fantastic news” of the releas-
es, saying both were “jailed on trumped-up national 
security charges”. The government must renew “its calls 
for the release of the UK nationals Mehran Raoof and 
Morad Tahbaz, both of whom are still going through an 
ordeal all too similar to Nazanin and Anoosheh’s,” he 
added. — AFP 
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 “If need be, we will take arms and will stand to 

defend the city.” 
Russian rocket fire also hit a train station in 

Zaporizhzhia, used by refugees fleeing Mariupol, 
regional authorities said. Some 20,000 residents 
have been allowed to leave Mariupol. But exhaust-
ed, shivering evacuees speak of harrowing escape 
journeys and rotting corpses littering the streets. 
Kyiv rejected Russian demands to impose neutrali-
ty on Ukraine, and Zelensky demanded the United 
States and its NATO allies impose a no-fly zone, 
so that “Russia would not be able to terrorize our 
free cities”. 

Switching to English, Zelensky addressed US 
President Joe Biden in saying: “I wish you to be the 
leader of the world. Being the leader of the world 
means to be the leader of peace.” The speech 
received standing ovations from the members of 
Congress, much like Zelensky’s prior addresses to 
the UK and EU parliaments-which were also rich in 
historical references most likely to strike a chord 

with their influential audiences. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, however, also 

reached back to history as he denounced the West’s 
“pogroms” against  Russia and i ts  sanctions 
“blitzkrieg”, which he said had failed. At a televised 
government meeting, Putin insisted the invasion was 
“developing successfully, in strict accordance with 
plans”. “And we will not allow Ukraine to serve as a 
springboard for aggressive actions against Russia,” 
he added. 

NATO will hold an emergency summit next week 
in Brussels with Biden attending - but it has so far 
resisted Zelensky’s pleas for direct involvement for 
fear of starting World War III. NATO chief Jens 
Stoltenberg said the alliance would put “substantial-
ly more forces” on its eastern flank, but was not 
planning to deploy forces to Ukraine. Biden and oth-
er NATO leaders have instead been stepping up mil-
i tary support for Ukraine including anti-tank 
weapons that have helped to stall Russian forces 
north of Kyiv. 

Coinciding with Zelensky’s speech, a White House 
official said Biden would unveil another $800 million 
of military aid, expected to include more anti-tank 
and anti-aircraft missiles. Zelensky had earlier 
responded to the hacking of Ukrainian TV news 
with a message demanding Ukraine lay down its 
arms. The hack was “the latest childish provocation” 
from Moscow, he said. — AFP 
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KUWAIT:  Domestic workers are entitled to their 
rights like any other workers, Philippine Labor 
Attache to Kuwait Nasser Mustafa said after a 
decision by the National Assembly to amend the 
term ‘servant’ to ‘domestic worker’ in local laws. 
Mustafa said the Philippines changed the term ‘ser-
vant’ in 2012 to protect domestic helpers’ rights.  

“It’s a laudable decision from the part of the 
National Assembly of Kuwait. The widely accepted 
international term should be domestic worker as 
defined under the International Labor Organization 
Convention No 189 which we, the Philippines, rati-
fied in 2012. I will quote our former labor secretary, 
saying domestic work is work and thus domestic 
workers worldwide are like other workers, entitled 
to decent work,” Mustafa said.   

The Convention Concerning Decent Work for 
Domestic Workers, Convention No. 189 was adopt-
ed at the 100th International Labor Conference in 
Geneva on June 16, 2011. The ILO convention 189 

emphasizes the basic entitlement of all domestic 
workers to (a) the promotion and protection of their 
human rights; (b) respect and protection of funda-
mental principles and rights at work; (c) effective 
protection against all forms of abuse, harassment 
and violence; and (d) fair terms and decent living 
conditions. 

The Philippines deploys the most domestic 
helpers to Kuwait after India. The Filipino popula-
tion in Kuwait is around 230,000, of which 65 per-
cent are domestic helpers. The Philippines is a 
major source of housemaids for Kuwait, along with 
Sri Lanka and India. Other labor exporting coun-
tries such as Nepal, Indonesia and Ethiopia have 
requested the signing of agreements to start send-
ing workers to Kuwait.  

The Philippines and Kuwait last year agreed and 
signed a tripartite agreement in which Kuwait 
agreed to provide Filipino housemaids with decent 
and appropriate housing equipped with all the 
necessities, suitable food and clothing, and medical 
treatment in case of sickness pursuant to the 

healthcare insurance system of Kuwait.  
According to an explanatory note, the amendment 

was attributed to avoid reservations by international 
human rights organizations and agencies concerned 
with labor affairs regarding the use of the term 
“maidservant” in laws regulating the domestic labor 
sector or in other laws. The amendment also replaced 
the term “private maid” with “private domestic work-
er”, wherever it is mentioned in any law.  

Adi Kuntarto, Minister Counsellor for 
Information and Socio-cultural Affairs at the 
Indonesian Embassy, said changing a term in a leg-
islation is common in many countries, but for him 
this was necessary. “The change from ‘servant’ to 
‘domestic worker’ by the National Assembly was 
certainly done with good intentions, to sync with 
international laws related to human rights. We cer-
tainly welcome this effort and hope sincerely that 
the objectives in changing the term can be achieved.  

We hope and pray that it is not limited to chang-
ing the terms, but also to ensure that all parties con-
cerned will always uphold human rights,” he added. 

The Indonesian government banned the deployment 
of their domestic helpers to Kuwait and other 
Middle East countries in 2009 over failure by 
authorities there to protect its domestic workers 
against abuses and maltreatment by employers. 

Domestic workers entitled to their rights like other workers

Changing ‘servant’ term to ‘domestic  
worker’ - laudable and good decision

A domestic worker cleans the kitchen in this file photo.
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CAIRO: Kuwait seeks all possible venues to 
bolster the operations of the Arab Competition 
Network, a seminal platform for competitive-
ness in the region, said a Kuwaiti official yes-
terday. In his address to the opening session of 
the Arab Competition Network meeting, organ-
ized by the Arab League, Vice President of 
Kuwait’s Competition Protection Agency (CPA) 

Asaad Al Anbai said that event would set the 
record for the establishment of the Arab net-
work, leading to fair economic and financial 
competition in the Arab world.  

The economic challenges presented by the 
current global trends, required cooperation 
among Arab countries to safeguard means for 
sustainable development and boost mechanisms 
for food security and diversif ied natural 
resources, indicated the Kuwaiti official.  He 
added that economic growth, levels of inflation, 
and the strength of currencies were governed 
by the current status quo, which if  left 
unchecked, would lead to malpractices affecting 
fair competition.  

Al-Anbai stressed that it was paramount 

for Arab countries to f igure out policies 
encouraging economic growth and com-
pet i t iveness , es tab l i sh ing  agenc ies  and 
organizations dedicated to these particu-
lar causes.  

Kuwait’s CPA had set a five-year national 
plan to seek just and fair competition to boost 
the country’s economic development, he noted. 
The plan would give the CPA the authority to 
enforce laws guaranteeing fair play and com-
petitiveness, Al-Anbai affirmed. The CPA was 
established in 2012 to enforce and promote 
fairness in the Kuwaiti market and boost the 
country’s economy. The Arab Competition 
Network has 17 Arab members including 
Kuwait. —KUNA

Vice President of Kuwait’s Competition Protection 
Agency (CPA) Asaad Al-Anbai 
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WASHINGTON: The universal adoption of digital 
technologies in countries across the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) would reap huge socio-eco-
nomic benefits, amounting to hundreds of billions of 
dollars each year and a much-needed surge in new 
jobs, said a new World Bank report. The report  “The 
Upside of Digital for the Middle East and North Africa: 
How Digital Technology Adoption Can Accelerate 
Growth and Create Jobs” offered sound evidence of 
how the widespread use of digital services such as 

mobile money and digital payments would boost eco-
nomic growth.  

It added that a core reason for this boost was that 
digital technologies reduce informational costs that 
constrain economic transactions, and those costs are 
lower when many more people use the technologies. 
The report indicated that fully digitalizing the economy 
could lead to a rise in GDP per capita of at least 46 
percent over 30 years, or in dollar terms a long-term 
gain of at least $1.6 trillion. During the first year, this 
GDP per capita gain for the region would be almost 
$300 billion, the report estimates.  

The increase would be more marked in lower-
income MENA countries, an increase by at least 71 
percent since gains are driven by closing the access 
gap to digital technologies. The access Economics gap 
is wider for non-high-income countries. “The gains 
from shifting to a more digital economy are exponen-
tial and governments should do everything they can to 

remove barriers preventing such a transition. The 
sooner and faster the push, the bigger the gains,” said 
Ferid Belhaj, World Bank Vice President for the Middle 
East and North Africa.  

“A digital transformation would provide jobs in a 
region where unemployment is unacceptably high, par-
ticularly among the youth and women. With concerted 
effort, this narrative can change,” he added. The report 
predicted universal adoption of digital technologies 
would double the female labor force participation rate 
by about 20 percentage points over a 30-year period 
(from 40 million women to 80 million over that time). 
The report highlighted a digital paradox unique to the 
MENA region.  

While MENA countries’ populations have 
embraced social media use-more than expected given 
their levels of GDP per capita-the populations’ usage 
of the Internet and digital tools like mobile money to 
pay for services is lower than expected given the 

country’s income levels. One likely reason for this reti-
cence in using digital technology for financial transac-
tions is a lack of societal trust in government and cor-
porate institutions, and regulations that make the digi-
tal transformation more difficult.  

Policy regulations suggested by the report include 
opening up MENA’s telecommunications market to 
more competition, which could help to increase the 
availability and use of mobile money and digital pay-
ments, with the additional benefit of increasing finan-
cial inclusion by expanding access to financial 
accounts.  

Action is also needed to strengthen the enabling 
regulatory framework for e-commerce transactions, 
including e-signatures, data privacy protections and 
cyber security. Prioritizing reforms needed to increase 
the use of digital payments, to overcome the digital 
paradox, is essential to accelerate the digital economy 
transformation. —KUNA


