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KARACHI: Skipper Babar Azam hopes Pakistan’s
batters can keep faith in their abilities as they attempt
to create history by chasing the highest-ever target
in Test cricket to beat Australia in Karachi. Azam
cracked a fighting century with great support from
opener Abdullah Shafique Tuesday as Pakistan
thwarted Australia’s hopes of a quick win in the sec-
ond Test in Karachi.

Set a daunting 506-run target, Azam knocked his
sixth Test century-and second against Australia-to
guide Pakistan to 192-2 and raise hopes of an improb-
able victory, or even a fighting draw. At the close Azam
was unbeaten on 102 and Shafique 71 as the pair
added 171 for the third wicket, leaving the home team
needing another 314 runs in the 90 overs of the final
day for a win, or bat out three sessions for the draw.

“The match hasn’t finished yet,” Azam told the host
broadcasters. “We need to continue batting like this
and keep the belief (to create history). “Definitely, my
hundred was needed by the team and my plan was to
build a partnership, which Shafique and I did, but we
need to continue like.”

Pakistan lost Imam-ul-Haq (one) and Azhar Ali (six)
before Shafique and Azam led the fightback, leaving
Australia wicketless in the last session-despite taking
the second new ball after 80 overs. Azam top-edged a
sweep off spinner Mitchell Swepson towards short
fine-leg for two to reach the three-figure mark, his first
in 21 innings since his 143 against Bangladesh in
Rawalpindi in February 2020.

His hundred came in 247 minutes with 12 bound-
aries. Shafique was as solid as his skipper, having so
far hit four boundaries and a six as he and Azam bat-
ted defiantly for 265 minutes. No team has ever chased
more than the 418-7 the West Indies amassed against
Australia at Antigua in 2003, while Pakistan’s highest
successful chase was 377 against Sri Lanka at
Pallekele in 2015.

Australia, resuming their second innings at 81-1,
batted for just 26 minutes at the start of play to add 16
runs before declaring on 97-2. The visitors scored
556-9 declared in their first innings then dismissed
Pakistan for 148. The home team had hoped Azhar
would anchor the second innings but the senior bats-
man was trapped lbw by Cameron Green while trying
to evade a short-pitched delivery.

Azhar chose not to review as he trudged off but
was left to regret it as television replays showed he
had gloved the ball. At 21-2, Australia seemed to have
the upper edge and were looking to take a 1-0 lead
in the three-match series but their efforts were
thwarted by a slow turning pitch and the brilliance of
Pakistan’s batting pair. Australia could have had
Shafique on 20 but the experienced Steve Smith
spilled a straightforward catch in the slips off pacer
Pat Cummins.

Australia’s batting coach Michael Di Venuto
described the chance as part of the game. “Smith has
good hands and he takes nine out of ten such catches
but that happens,” said Di Venuto. “It’s going to be

hard work (tomorrow) and since there is variable
bounce on the pitch, it’s going to be interesting.”
Despite cracks on the National Cricket Stadium pitch,
Australian spinners Nathan Lyon and Swepson failed
to get vicious turn. Earlier, Haq and Shafique were all
caution as it took them until the fifth over to score the
first run before Lyon struck.

The in-form Haq, who scored a hundred in each
innings of the drawn first Test in Rawalpindi, was

trapped lbw for one as he failed to connect with a slid-
ing delivery. Earlier, Marnus Labuschagne was bowled
off a sharp Shaheen Shah Afridi delivery for 44 to
prompt skipper Cummins to call Australia’s innings to a
close with first-innings century-maker Usman
Khawaja, who was born in Pakistan, remaining 44 not
out. Australia are on their first tour of Pakistan since
1998, having previously refused to tour the country
because of security fears.— AFP

Ton-up Babar and Shafique 
foil Australia’s victory bid 

KARACHI: Pakistan’s captain Babar Azam (right) plays a shot during the fifth and final day of the second Test cricket
match between Pakistan and Australia yesterday.— AFP

CHELTENHAM: Jockey Rachael Blackmore jumps the final hurdle on Honeysuckle on their way to victory in the
Champion Hurdle on the first day of the Cheltenham Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse.— AFP

ORLANDO: Kyrie Irving #11 of the Brooklyn Nets drives to the basket against the Orlando Magic in the first half at
Amway Center on March 15, 2022.— AFP

INDIAN WELLS: Paula Badosa of Spain plays a forehand
against Leylah Fernandez of Canada in their fourth round
match on Day 9 of the BNP Paribas Open on March 15,
2022.— AFP

Pakistan thwart Australia’s hopes of a quick win

Honeysuckle and 
Blackmore retain 
Hurdle crown
CHELTENHAM: Rachael Blackmore and the remark-
able Irish mare Honeysuckle retained the Champion
Hurdle crown with an impressive victory on the first
day of the Cheltenham Festival on Tuesday. Blackmore
cruised clear on the Henry de Bromhead-trained star
to beat home 2020 champion Epatante and make it 15
wins from 15 hurdles races. The duo have become an
iconic partnership in Ireland, even having their images
printed on a postage stamp.

They are used to making history-Blackmore was
the first female jockey to win it last year and this
year Honeysuckle became the first mare to win the
race twice. Unl ike last  year, Blackmore and
Honeysuckle returned to a rousing roar from a day-
one record-breaking crowd of 68,567 spectators-
who were forbidden in 2021 due to the Covid-19
pandemic restrictions.

“She’s an incredible mare,” said Blackmore, wearing
a yellow and blue armband in support of Ukraine after
the invasion by Russia. “She kind of decides in a race
when she’s happy to go on, I haven’t stopped her from
doing that yet. “She’s just an incredible mare. The work
that goes into her at home is unbelievable as well,
Henry’s got a great team of staff and they deserve all
the credit for this as well.”

‘Rock and roll’ 
One of those staff, travelling head girl Zoe Smalley,

was in tears. “There was a lot of pressure I love her to
pieces,” she said. “All day Saturday I did not know if I
would get them here because all the boats were can-
celled. She is incredible!” De Bromhead said he is
always expecting the unbeaten run to come to an end.
“She’s incredible-it is the never-ending fairytale. I
always prepare for myself for it to end but it never
does,” he told ITV.

“If goodwill and all the good lucks could win you a
race she’d have won by a furlong because I think most
people here were willing her to win. “The support we
get for her is just mental. You have to pinch yourself
with how lucky you are to train a horse like her.” For
owner Kenny Alexander, it was a memorable day to
have brought his wife to Cheltenham for the first time.
“If you don’t get nervous today, what is the point in
owning them? I always get nervous,” he told the BBC.

“Today we were well revved up. It is rock and roll.
“I’ve got my wife here. First time at Cheltenham. Very,
very special day. I am glad all the crowd (were) here
as well.” Honeysuckle-winning her 11th Grade One
race-also gave the Irish punters a boost after failing
to land a win in the first three races on the card.
Nicky Henderson’s 9-4 joint-favorite Constitution Hill
romped to a brilliant 22-length victory over stable-
mate Jonbon in the Festival-opening Supreme
Novices’ Hurdle.

Marie’s Rock made it a double for Henderson in the
Mares’ Hurdle, edging out Queens Brook. Favorite
Edwardstone took the Arkle Trophy, while Brazil ran
down Gaelic Warrior in a dramatic finish to the
Boodles Juvenile Handicap Hurdle, winning in a photo-
finish. “It’s unbelievable, I’m so lucky to have a horse
like him,” said Brazil’s trainer Padraig Roche. “We
thought he’d run well coming into today. He was
improving with every run so we were hopeful but to
go and win was just amazing.”— AFP

Badosa keeps WTA 
defense on track
INDIAN WELLS: Spain’s Paula Badosa kept her
Indian Wells WTA title defense on track Tuesday, hold-
ing off determined Canadian Leylah Fernandez to reach
the quarter-finals in the California desert. Badosa, seed-
ed fifth, saved five of the six break points she faced and
kept last year’s US Open runner-up under pressure-
converting three of her 12 break chances. “Today was
very tough,” said Badosa, who lifted the trophy last
October in a tournament moved from its usual March
date because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“Leylah is an amazing player, very fast and good tim-
ing. I knew I had to fight and serve very well. I think I
did that the entire match.” Badosa is vying to become
the first woman to win back-to-back Indian Wells titles
since Martina Navratilova in 1990-91. She gained the
upper hand in the second set with a break for 3-2, then
saved a pair of break points in the eighth game to take a
5-3 lead. “In the important moments, like 4-3, down the
break points, I think I stayed very composed,” added
Badosa, who next faces Veronica Kudermetova, a 7-6

(7/5), 6-7 (5/7), 7-5 winner over Marketa Vondrousova.
World number four Iga Swiatek, the highest-ranked
player remaining in the women’s field, rallied from a set
down for a third straight match to book her quarter-final
berth, beating crafty German veteran Angelique Kerber
4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Swiatek, the 2020 French Open champion, is com-
ing off a title in Doha last month, but the 20-year-old
admitted it took her a while to figure out how to tackle
Kerber - another former Grand Slam champion. “Truth
be told, I wasn’t really sure what my tactics should be,
if I should be more aggressive or play more patient
game,” Swiatek said. “But at the end I think I made the
right decision in right time, in right moments of the
match.” She said Kerber showed her a different game
than she’d expected after practicing with the German.
“I felt like she wanted to use her experience and kind
of trick me,” Swiatek said. Swiatek next faces
American Madison Keys, who beat British qualifier
Harriet Dart 6-1, 6-4. Former world number one
Simona Halep of Romania, seeded 24th, swept into the
quarter-finals with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over 26th-seeded
compatriot Sorana Cirstea.

Halep, a two-time Grand Slam champion is in the
quarters for the fifth time at Indian Wells, where she lift-
ed the trophy in 2015. Halep will play Petra Martic for a

place in the semi-finals. Croatia’s Martic beat Liudmila
Samsonova 7-6 (8/6), 6-4. Sixth-seeded Maria Sakkari
of Greece advanced with a victory over Australian qual-
ifier Daria Saville, who was trailing 4-1 when she retired
with a left thigh injury. Sakkari will play Elena Rybakina,
who beat Viktorija Golubic 7-6 (7/5), 6-2.

In the men’s tournament, sixth-ranked Matteo
Berrettini shook off mid-match doldrums to defeat
South Africa’s Lloyd Harris 6-4, 7-5 to reach the fourth
round while world number seven Andrey Rublev pow-
ered past American Frances Tiafoe. The 25-year-old
Italian Berrettini, winner of five ATP titles but seeking
his first Masters 1000 crown, is the second-highest
ranked man left in the draw behind fourth-seeded
Rafael Nadal. But he admitted he’ll need to do better
after a victory in which he trailed 4-1 in the second set.
“I got a little bit nervous,” he said. “I didn’t like how I
handled the start of the second set. I let the anger out a
little bit, which helped.” A dozen aces also helped as
Berrettini won five straight games to secure the victory.
Rublev, who has captured titles in Marseille and Dubai
this year, pushed his ATP match winning streak to 11
with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over Tiafoe. American John Isner
powered past Argentina’s Diego Schwartzman 7-5, 6-3.
Isner, who towered over his opponent by 38 centime-
ters, fired 13 aces and didn’t face a break point. —AFP

Irving casts spell
over Magic 
with record 60
LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving scored a career-high
60 points in a dazzling display as the Brooklyn Nets
stretched their NBA winning streak with a 150-108
thrashing of the Orlando Magic on Tuesday. Nets star
Irving-who had bagged 50 points last week in a victo-
ry over Charlotte-delivered another performance for
the ages against an outclassed Magic at Orlando’s
Amway Center. Irving’s tour de force surpassed his
previous career best of 57 points, set in 2015 while
playing for the Cleveland Cavaliers in a victory over
the San Antonio Spurs.

“I felt good,” Irving said after his epic display. “It
really is a testament to the way we’ve been gelling as a
team-us just giving each other confidence and doing
the right things. “When you can get 60 in the flow of
the game and it doesn’t seem forced, and you’re not
putting up a few too many bad shots, and you come to
the bench and guys are supporting you, telling you to
go after the record-that makes the basketball worth
it.” The 29-year-old Australian-born seven-time All-
Star made 20-of-31 from the field, making eight of 12
attempts from outside the arc. A career-high perform-
ance for Irving looked inevitable after an explosive
first half from Brooklyn. The Nets piled on 48 points in
the first quarter alone before adding 38 in the second
quarter to lead 86-56 at half-time.

Irving contributed 41 points in that devastating first
half, leaving him only 16 shy of his individual record. He

brought up 50 points-the sixth half-century of his
career-with a driving layup in the third quarter,
prompting appreciative chants of “Kyrie, Kyrie” from
the Orlando crowd. Two free throws saw him reach his
record at 57 and then a magical three-point pull-up
from 26 feet saw him hit the 60-point mark.

‘Crazy numbers’ 
Irving’s points haul came 24 hours after the

Minnesota Timberwolves’ Karl-Anthony Towns scored
60 in a victory over the Spurs. It is the first time differ-
ent players have scored 60 points or more on consec-
utive nights in the NBA since 1962. It also came two
days after team-mate Kevin Durant scored 53 in a
weekend win over the New York Knicks. Irving admit-
ted the friendly rivalry with Durant was spurring him
on. “Across the league guys are putting up crazy num-
bers, but when you have two guys on the same team
competing, friendly competition, brotherly competi-
tion,” Irving said.

“Of course we talk about it but we really want to be
savants about this. We take the game seriously, we
want to be efficient with it, and make everyone feel
good. And prove to every team in the league we can
be efficient defensively and offensively.” Irving admit-
ted the ovation from the Orlando crowd had been a
career first. “This is what the game is about, just bring-
ing the love, performing well and doing it with a hum-
ble approach,” he said.

Nets coach Steve Nash was left awestruck by
Irving’s display. “He’s just incredible,” Nash said. “I felt
like he had my career highlight reel in the first 12 min-
utes of the game,” the two-time NBA MVP said. “It’s
special to watch him every night, but it’s even more
special on a night like this, where he gets whatever he
wants and has total command. A pleasure to see it up
close and be a part of it.”—AFP


