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‘Scrappy’ England 
beat India to keep 
WCup hopes alive
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: England skittled India
to keep their faltering Women’s Cricket World
Cup defense alive yesterday, but not before a
brittle batting display chasing a small target pro-
duced some nervous moments. In a must-win
match after three successive defeats, England
dismissed India for 134 in 36.2 overs at Mount
Maunganui as spinner Charlie Dean took a
career-best 4-23.

The four-time champions made a poor start to
the run chase and were two wickets down with
just four runs on the board before overhauling
their 135 target with more than 18 overs to spare.
“It’s a relief to be honest, we just needed that,”
said captain Heather Knight, who top scored for
her side with an unbeaten 53 in England’a 136-6
in 31.2 overs.

“It was a bit scrappy in the end, a few more
wickets than we’d like, but hopefully it’s the start
of a momentum shift.” England’s campaign
remains on a knife-edge and they must win their
remaining pool games against New Zealand,
Pakistan and Bangladesh to avoid an early exit.
India have two wins from four matches, putting
them level with New Zealand and the West Indies
on points in the race for the semi-finals.

England’s decision to bowl after winning the
toss paid dividends when Anya Shrubsole sent
Yastika Bhatia on her way for eight and Mithali
Raj for one. Raj’s dismissal involved a sharply
taken catch from Sophia Dunkley, lifting the
spir i ts  of  an England team that has been
plagued by poor fielding at this year’s tourna-
ment. There was a further bonus for England
when Deepti Sharma was run out for a duck
attempting a reckless single, leaving India at
28-3 after eight overs.

That brought together Smriti Mandhana and
Harmanpreet Kaur, who both scored centuries
and forged a record-breaking 184-run partner-
ship in India’s last match against the West Indies
on Saturday. There were no such heroics against
England as Kaur was dismissed for 14 and
Mandhana managed 35 as India slumped to 71-6.
Richa Ghosh offered some resistance with 33 but
India could only set a modest 135-run target.

England made a disastrous start to the run
chase as Tammy Beaumont and Danni Wyatt
managed just one run each. It could have been
worse, with fast bowler Jhulan Goswami beating
Nat Sciver’s bat, only for the ball to gently roll
off her pads and hit the stumps without dislodg-
ing the bails. Scriver was on four at the time and
advanced to 45 before hitting an easy catch
when trying to lift the run rate. There was a flur-
ry of wickets as England closed in on the total
but they finished comfortably. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Atletico Madrid’s Uruguayan defender Jose Gimenez (2nd left) heads the ball clear during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match between Manchester United and Atletico
Madrid at Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, north west England. —AFP

United bow out of Champions League
Champions League exit rounds off miserable Man Utd season
MANCHESTER: “We are not good
enough,” admitted Manchester United
goalkeeper David de Gea when faced
with the fact the Red Devils will now go
five years without winning a trophy. A
limp 1-0 home defeat to Atletico
Madrid on Tuesday saw United bow
out of the Champions League at the last
16 and the final chance of silverware
from a miserable season slip away.

The despondent reaction to the full-
time whistle as Atletico boss Diego
Simeone sprinted down the Old
Trafford touchline in celebration was in
stark contrast to the jubilation that
greeted Cristiano Ronaldo’s homecom-
ing for a 4-1 win over Newcastle in
September. Ronaldo’s return to the club
where he first made his name as a glob-
al superstar was supposed to be the
difference maker in the bid to challenge
again for major trophies.

After finishing second to Manchester
City in the Premier League last season,
Jadon Sancho and Raphael Varane had
already been signed for in excess of
£100 million by the time Ronaldo
snubbed the advances of City in the final
days of August. Rather than a return of
the glory days Ronaldo experienced
under Alex Ferguson prior to his then
world record move to Real Madrid in
2009, he has succumbed to the slide
United have been on ever since
Ferguson departed as manager in 2013.

Interim boss Ralf Rangnick is
United’s fifth manager since the leg-
endary Scot stepped aside with the
club that used to boast about being the
best in the world, now being left behind
by local rivals Manchester City and
Liverpool. Since Ferguson led United to
a third Champions League final in four
years in 2011, they have spent £1.2 bil-

lion on players for a return of winning
just two knockout ties in European club
football’s top competition.

For the fifth consecutive year,
United’s European season was ended
by Spanish opposition. But this ver-
sion of Atletico are a far cry from the
sides that reached two finals in three
years between 2014 and 2016 only to
be foiled by Ronaldo’s Real Madrid.
Just l ike United in the Premier
League, Simeone’s men face a battle
in the final months of the La Liga sea-
son just to qualify for next season’s
Champions League.

Yet, they held out with ease after
Renan Lodi rounded off a well-worked
counter-attack to open the scoring four
minutes before half-time. “We were ful-
ly aware that against this team you need
to score the first goal yourself,” said
Rangnick, fully aware of his own side’s

limitations. Ronaldo had consistently
been the scourge of Atletico in the
Champions League in years gone by -
also scoring hat-tricks to knock them
out for Real in 2017 and Juventus at this
stage in 2019.

However, the competition’s all-time
record goalscorer has now bowed out
in the last 16 for the past three years.
The 37-year-old has finally started to
show his age in recent months and for
the first time he completed 90 minutes
in the Champions League without reg-
istering a shot. Whether Ronaldo stays
for the second year of his contract at
United will depend heavily on if they
make it into the Champions League
next season. Yet, cutting their losses
looks like the best solution for both par-
ties as United face up to another
expensive and extensive rebuild under a
new manager. —AFP

Benfica stun Ajax, 
book Champions 
League quarters
AMSTERDAM: Darwin Nunez headed home in the
77th minute as Benfica stunned Ajax to reach the
Champions League quarter-finals on Tuesday, win-
ning the second leg of their last-16 tie 1-0 in
Amsterdam to advance 3-2 on aggregate. The
Portuguese side had not managed a single attempt
on target until Uruguayan striker Nunez beat goal-
keeper Andre Onana to Alex Grimaldo’s free-kick
and headed in to silence the Johan Cruyff Arena.
Ajax, who had dominated the first half, could not
recover from that blow and go out while two-time
European Cup winners Benfica look forward to
Friday’s draw for the quarter-finals.

Having sent Barcelona packing in the group
stage, they will now appear in the last eight for the
first time since 2016. “We are among the eight best
teams in Europe. The team worked so hard to
achieve this against really difficult opponents,” said
Benfica coach Nelson Verissimo. Ajax’s star striker,
Sebastien Haller, had been hoping to score in an
eighth consecutive Champions League game this
season having netted a remarkable 11 goals in his
first seven appearances in the competition.

Yet he was upstaged by the 22-year-old Nunez
as Benfica’s own prolific forward found the target
for the 26th time in all competitions since the start
of the campaign. “We were not good enough in
either box. We should have scored but didn’t take
our chances and then we conceded an avoidable
goal,” French-born Ivory Coast international
Haller told broadcaster Canal Plus. “It was the

perfect game for them. We leave with regrets but
unfortunately that is football. The team who domi-
nate do not always win. We just have to learn from
our mistakes.”

A swashbuckling Ajax side had won all six
games in the group stage before twice leading
against Benfica in the first leg in Lisbon only to
have to settle for a 2-2 draw. Haller, who has 32
goals in total this season, had scored at both ends
in that game and he had the ball in the net in the
seventh minute here only for the effort to be ruled
out because Dusan Tadic was flagged offside in
the build-up.

Erik ten Hag’s prolific side, who are top of the
Dutch Eredivisie, looked at their best in the first
half but could not find a way through as Steven
Berghuis blasted over on the volley from just inside
the box. Ryan Gravenberch then unleashed a
superb shot that was tipped over by Benfica goal-
keeper Odisseas Vlachodimos, and they did not
look as threatening in the second half. Instead they
found themselves behind for the first time in the tie
as Nunez struck, and a Benfica team who lie third in
the Portuguese league, 12 points behind leaders
Porto, held on to join the cream of Europe’s elite in
the last eight. —AFP

AMSTERDAM: Benfica’s Argentine defender Nicolas Otamendi (right) and Ajax Amsterdam’s Dutch midfielder Daley Blind
go for a header during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match on March 15, 2022. —AFP


