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GENEVA: Kuwait has expressed grave concern 
about the fate of all those missing as a result of 
the conflict in Syria. This was in a speech deliv-
ered by Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the 
UN and Other International Organizations in 
Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim, before 
the 49th session of the UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC), which runs from last February 28 to 
April, 1.  

Under international law and in line with UN 
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2474, parties 
to armed conflict bear the primary responsibility 
to take all possible measures to determine the fate 
of people reported missing as a result of hostilities, 
to communicate with families during the search 
process, Al-Ghunaim added.  

Kuwait urges the UN Secretary General to put 
an end to the practice of arbitrary detention as 
well as forced disappearance of tens of thousands 
of people, to respond to the urgent calls of families 
across Syria who seek to reveal the fate and 
whereabouts of the missing, he confirmed. Kuwait 
urges all parties of the conflict to take all appro-
priate measures to pay utmost attention to the 
cases of children reported missing as a result of 
the armed conflict in Syria and to take appropriate 
measures to search for these children as well as 
determine their identities.  

He said that Kuwait is still fully convinced that 
there can be no military solution to the Syrian cri-
sis and that the only possible solution is a political 
one that meets the aspirations of the Syrian peo-
ple, according to the Geneva Communique of 2012 
and the UNSC Resolution 2254. Kuwait also urged 
UNHRC to act to stop further humanitarian nega-
tive repercussions, expressing its aspiration for 
everyone’s cooperation with the efforts of the UN 
Secretary General’s Envoy to Syria Geir Pedersen, 
aimed at achieving peace in this country.  

All human rights violations suffered by the 

Syrian people were strongly condemned by 
Kuwait, calling for an end to this conflict, along 
with finding a just and comprehensive solution that 
meets the aspirations of all Syrian people. He 
underscored that Kuwait is deeply concerned that 
the parties to the conflict in Syria continue to 
commit explicit violations of international humani-
tarian law and international human rights law.  

The brutal conflict caused the Syrian people to 
suffer several human deaths and a large number of 
human rights violations, in addition to widespread 
destruction that affected cities, villages and farm-
land, he explained, adding that there is no longer a 
safe haven for civilians, which caused displace-
ment, he explained. They are deeply concerned 
about the suffering of millions of Syrians from the 
consequences of displacement and seeking asylum 
towards other countries, as the Syrian conflict 
continued for the 11th year, he said.  

Al-Ghunaim explained that Kuwait assumed its 
humanitarian responsibility towards Syria since 
the outbreak of the conflict, as it took the initiative 
to host the first donor conference and participated 

in several subsequent conferences, during which it 
made pledges totaling $1.7 billion. He confirmed 
Kuwait’s support for the call of UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres to ensure that the great-
est amount of humanitarian aid reaches the needs 
of civilians throughout Syria.  

Kuwait hopes that the UNSC will reach a con-
sensus regarding the renewal of Resolution 2585 
next July related to the entry of humanitarian aid 
into Syria. In the same context, Kuwait expressed 

concern over the repercussions of the collapse of 
the health care system in Syria and the decline in 
the number of hospitals along with health centers 
as a result of armed attacks on them, at a time 
when a large proportion of the health workforce is 
migrating abroad in search of a safe haven. The 
destruction of basic infrastructure in Syria has 
deepened the economic crisis and pushed humani-
tarian needs to their highest levels since the con-
flict began, he pointed out. —KUNA

Gulf state condemns all human rights violations

Kuwait expresses concern  
over those missing in Syria

Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim

Kuwait’s Speaker  
participates in  
Arab geopolitical  
group meeting  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem participated 
yesterday in the coordination meeting of the 
Arab geopolitical group, on the sidelines of 
the 144th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
Conference in Indonesia. The meeting, which 
was chaired by the President of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union, Bahraini Parliament 
Speaker Fawzia Zainal, discussed the impor-
tance of intensifying the efforts of the Arab 
parliamentary movement in order to over-
come obstacles and find appropriate solutions 
to Arab files, Al-Dostor news network said in 
a statement.  

The meeting covered topics and issues to 
be discussed at the Parliamentary Union of 
the Islamic Cooperation (PUIC) Conference, 

along with ways of unifying and coordinating 
relevant positions. Also during the meeting, 
MP Dr Obaid Al-Mutairi was chosen uncon-
tested as a representative of the Arab group 
in the emergency item drafting committee of 
the IPU Conference.  

The meeting was also attended by MP Dr 
Hamad Al-Matar and Secretary General of the 
National Assembly Adel Al-Loughani. Al-
Ghanim and his accompanying delegation 
arrived in Bali, Indonesia, on Friday, to partici-
pate in the IPU Conference, which will start on 
Sunday and continue until March 24. —KUNA National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem on sidelines of the meeting. —KUNA photos 
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IDLIB: A Syrian boy with his face painted in the colors of the Ukranian flag, attends a rally marking 11 
years since an anti-regime uprising in Syria’s rebel enclave of Idlib. —AFP
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Britain’s defense ministry said yesterday that 

Russia has been forced to “change its operational 
approach and is now pursuing a strategy of attri-
tion”. “This is likely to involve the indiscriminate use 
of firepower resulting in increased civilian casual-
ties,” it warned.  But as in previous negotiations 
there appeared to be little progress in reaching a 
ceasefire, with Putin accusing Ukraine of “numerous 
war crimes” during a call late Friday with French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 

British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss accused 
Moscow of using the talks as a “smokescreen” as 
it carried out “appalling atrocities”, saying she 
was “very skeptical” they would produce a 
breakthrough. Friday’s attack on the arms depot 
was the latest strike in western Ukraine, which 
until a few days ago had remained relatively 

unscathed by Russia’s push toward key cities 
from the north and east. 

On Friday, Russian forces destroyed an aircraft 
repair plant near the airport of Lviv, where millions 
of people have fled as rockets and shelling contin-
ue to rain down on Kyiv. In Mariupol, rescuers 
were sti l l  searching for hundreds of people 
trapped under the wreckage of a bombed theatre 
where over 1,000 people had been seeking shelter 
when it was struck on Wednesday. There was still 
no information about potential fatalities, Zelensky 
said, but 130 people had been saved so far - some 
“heavily injured”.  

“This is no longer Mariupol, it’s hell,” said resi-
dent Tamara Kavunenko, 58. “The streets are full 
with the bodies of civilians.” Russian forces also 
carried out a large-scale air strike on Mykolaiv in 
the south on Friday, kil l ing dozens of young 
Ukrainian ensigns at their brigade headquarters. 
“No fewer than 200 soldiers were sleeping in the 
barracks” at the time of the attack, a Ukrainian 
serviceman on the ground, 22-year-old Maxim, 
told AFP. “At least 50 bodies have been recovered, 
but we do not know how many others are in the 
rubble,” he said. — AFP 
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Antony “Blinken has reiterated, we do not support 

efforts to rehabilitate Assad, and we do not support 
others normalizing relations,” Price said. 

“We have been clear about this with our partners... 
(and) we urge states considering engagement with the 
Assad regime to weigh carefully the horrific atrocities 
visited by the regime.” Friday’s visit by Assad to the 
UAE came as Russia - a key Damascus backer which 
also has solid ties with the Emirates - pressed its war 
on Ukraine. 

Syria’s war erupted in March 2011 after the brutal 
repression of anti-government protests, and a year 
later the UAE, like most Arab countries, broke ties 
with Damascus. But the UAE reopened its embassy in 
the Syrian capital in Dec 2018, suggesting an effort to 
bring Assad’s regime back into the Arab fold. On 
Friday, Assad and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, discussed the “fra-
ternal relations” between the two countries, the offi-
cial news agency WAM reported. 

Talks also centered on efforts to “contribute to the 
consolidation of security, stability and peace in the 
Arab region and the Middle East”, said WAM. Sheikh 
Mohammed said he hoped the visit would “pave the 
way for goodness, peace and stability to prevail in 
Syria and the entire region”, it added. The pair also 
discussed ways of “preserving the territorial integrity 

of Syria and the withdrawal of foreign forces from the 
country,” it said, as well as means of providing “politi-
cal and humanitarian support for Syria”. 

Syria’s state news agency SANA said the meeting 
had helped to “strengthen cooperation” between the 
two sides. Photographs released by Syria’s presidency 
showed Assad also meeting with Dubai’s ruler, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, during the one-
day visit. Syria’s complex war drew in numerous play-
ers, including jihadists and foreign players such as Iran 
and Russia, and battered its economy. 

In Sept 2015, Russia began launching air strikes in 
support of Syria’s regime, a turning point in the con-
flict that eventually helped Assad regain control of 
most of the country. Assad has praised the invasion 
Russia launched against Ukraine on Feb 24 as a “cor-
rection of history”. The UAE hosts American troops 
and has been a strategic partner to the United States 
for decades, but its economic and political ties with 
Russia are growing. 

The UAE and Saudi Arabia, two of the world’s 
biggest oil exporters, have so far avoided taking a 
position against Russia. Russia’s war on Ukraine has 
impacted Gulf-US relations, experts say, as oil giants 
like the UAE and Saudi Arabia resist appeals by 
Washington and other Western capitals to raise oil 
output in a bid to rein in prices. 

Last year, the UAE called for Syria’s return to the 
Arab League, which had suspended its membership 
after the onset of the war. And in November, the 
UAE’s top diplomat met Assad in Damascus for the 
first time since the conflict started, a move slammed 
by the US. Syria’s war has killed about half a million 
people, displaced millions and devastated its infra-
structure. — AFP 
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long-term viability of the government’s zero-

COVID strategy. In recent weeks some official 
sources have suggested China may at some point 
need to co-exist with COVID-19 as other countries 
are doing, warning of the economic impact of mass 
lockdowns. 

President Xi Jinping said on Thursday that China 
would stick with its zero-COVID strategy but allow 
for a more “targeted” approach. While in the past 
full lockdowns could be expected for any outbreak, 
authorities around the country have responded 
with varying measures to the latest viral spread. 
Some cities have been closed off, including the 

southern tech hub of Shenzhen, home to 17.5 mil-
lion people. But Shenzhen’s measures were partially 
eased following Xi’s comments. 

Shanghai, meanwhile, has moved schooling online 
and rolled out mass testing, but has avoided a full 
lockdown. Authorities have said people with mild 
cases can isolate at central quarantine facilities, 
having previously sent all patients with any symp-
toms to specialist hospitals. But tens of millions of 
people remain under stay-at-home orders across 
China due to the outbreak, which has sent daily 
reported new cases soaring from less than 100 just 
three weeks ago to several thousand per day. 

Beijing also has watched nervously as Hong Kong 
has struggled to contain an Omicron outbreak that 
has sent deaths in the semi-autonomous southern 
Chinese city soaring into the thousands. Mainland 
China officials have moved to create new hospital 
beds over fears the virus could put the health system 
under strain. Jilin has built eight “makeshift hospi-
tals” and two quarantine centers. — AFP 
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 were found in the tomb. The remaining tombs 

belonged to other members of the royal court, includ-
ing a “steward of the royal house” and a priestess 
who was “responsible for the king’s beautification”. 

In Jan 2021, Egypt unveiled ancient treasures 
found at Saqqara, including more than 50 wooden 

sarcophagi dating back to the New Kingdom (16th to 
11th centuries BC) - a discovery famed Egyptologist 
Zahi Hawass said “rewrites history”. 

The Egyptian authorities hope to inaugurate the 
new Grand Egyptian Museum near the Giza plateau 
later this year, after its opening was repeatedly 
delayed. It is hoped that the new museum, in addition 
to various archaeological discoveries in recent years, 
will help revive the country’s vital tourism industry. 

The sector has been battered by successive 
blows, including a 2011 uprising, the coronavirus 
pandemic, and now a halt of Russian and Ukrainian 
tourists, who account for a large portion of visitors 
to the country. — AFP 
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