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Kuwaitís Dr Turki Al-Otaibi is elected president of Arab Society of Nephrology and Renal Transplantation during 15th ASNRT General
Assembly session. —KUNA

NEW YORK: The Kuwaiti women has played an effec-
tive role in stemming spread of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) in the country, a senior Kuwaiti diplomat
affirmed. The Kuwaiti women, over the past two years,
in particular, were present among state, medical per-
sonnel, frontline workers and volunteers to check the
pandemic in Kuwait, said Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi, Kuwait Representative at the 66th session of
the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 

The commission session is held two years after
the pandemic outbreak that spread to all countries
inflicting “unaccountable losses and damage” at the
political, social, economic and health levels,
Ambassador Al-Otaibi said. Moreover, the world is
suffering from armed conflicts, climatic change and
natural catastrophes affecting people, particularly
the women, he added. 

He has affirmed that the commission session tack-
les issues such as the women status, gender equality,
empowering women and girls, noting necessity of
engaging the females in mapping out national poli-
cies regarding the environment and the climate. “We
in Kuwait are proud of the fact that the Kuwaiti
women is involved in the decision making with
respect of the climatic and environmental policies,”
Ambassador Al-Otaibi said, informing attendees that
the Kuwaiti women work in the oil, energy, agricul-
tural, power, engineering, scientific research and
business sectors. 

Kuwait is seeking to adopt a national low-carbon
policy until 2050, enacting required legislations and
laws intended to cut harmful emissions and coping
with their negative effects, he said. Additionally,
there has been special attention to increasing natural

reserves, covering 15 percent of the Kuwaiti territo-
ries and increasing proportion of renewable energy
to 15 percent. 

Provision of the Kuwaiti Constitution stipulates
that people are equal and there is no indiscrimina-
tion whatsoever on gender, origin, language or reli-
gious bases, he said. In light of such considerations,
the State of Kuwait has exerted all possible efforts
to empower the women, boost her rights and engage
her in all types of activities at various levels, he said,
noting that women has occupied leading posts and
taken part in enacting laws. Kuwait is proud of
establishing social security “where no one is exclud-
ed,” he affirmed, noting that the state secures social
care for all segments of the society, with particular
care for the women, the youth, citizens of special
challenges and the retirees. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Dr Turki Al-Otaibi of Kuwait has been
elected as president of the Arab Society of
Nephrology and Renal Transplantation (ASNRT), the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Health (MoH) announced on
Friday. Al-Otaibi has become the first Kuwaiti doctor
to win this role in an unprecedented achievement for
Kuwait and its health sector, the ministry said in a
press statement. 

He was handpicked during an ASNRT general
assembly meeting of its board of directors on the
sidelines of the 15th Congress of ASNRT, held in
Kuwait from March 16-19, the ministry added. During
the meeting, the conferees discussed and approved
financial and administrative reports, according to the
statement. Dr Al-Otaibi holds the position of head of
the kidney department at the ministry’s Hamed Al-Issa Center for Organ
Transplantation, it indicated. 

He previously held many positions and presented several scientific lectures
in numerous international medical institutions due to his professional role in the
field of kidney diseases and transplantation. ASNRT, based in Cairo, was estab-
lished 32 years ago and organizes a congress every two years in one of the
Arab countries with wide Arab as well as international participation to shed
light on modern protocols in the field of kidney transplantation. —AFP
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Kuwait oil up $5.76 
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel rose $5.76
to reach $109.18 per barrel (pb) on Friday, com-
pared with $103.42 pb, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. In international
markets, Brent crude oil contracts rose $1.29 to
reach $107.93 pb, while West Texas crude went up
$1.72 to reach $104.70. 

Meanwhile, the price of OPEC basket of thirteen
crudes stood at $104.96 a barrel, compared with
$104.06 the previous day, according to OPEC
Secretariat calculations. The OPEC Reference
Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of the following:
(Algeria), Girassol (Angola), Djeno (Congo), Zafiro

(Equatorial Guinea), Rabi Light (Gabon), Iran Heavy
(Islamic Republic of Iran), Basra Light (Iraq),
Kuwait Export (Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya), Bonny
Light (Nigeria), Arab Light (Saudi Arabia), Murban
(UAE) and Merey (Venezuela). 

The annual average of the cartel’s basket
price hit $69.98 a barrel last year. The OPEC
and  i t s  a l l i e s , a  g roup  known as  OPEC+,
agreed last month to proceed with a produc-
tion hike of 400,000 barrels per day (bpd),
keeping their current policy of slight monthly
increases in output. The OPEC+ alliance also
agreed to follow up on the developments of the
COVID-19 pandemic to monitor its repercus-
sions on the market, making immediate adjust-
ments if necessary. —KUNA

Yemen’s minister 
touts GCC’s 
constructive part 
ADEN: Yemeni Information Minister Moammer
Al-Eryani yesterday commended the construc-
tive role of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
in resolving multiple crises experienced by
Yemen. In a press statement, he also spoke high-
ly of the GCC’s backing to regional and interna-
tional initiatives (mainly consultations in Geneva,
Kuwait, Stockholm and Riyadh) which are aimed
at finding a political solution to the Yemeni
standoff. 

“The fervent efforts of the GCC Secretariat
General to organize and host inter-Yemeni con-
sultations in Riyadh are an extension of its
unwavering positions based on backing an end
to war and finding a political solution to the
Yemeni crisis,” he said. The Yemeni minister
reiterated the legitimate government’s persist-
ent and relentless eagerness to bring compre-
hensive, just and sustainable peace back to his
country.

Meanwhile, the six-nation Gulf bloc said it
seeks to host discussions between Yemen’s war-
ring sides in Saudi Arabia, despite the Houthi
rebels’ rejection of talks in “enemy countries”.
Saudi Arabia leads a military coalition fighting
on the side of the Yemeni government against
the Houthis. The secretary-general of the Saudi-
based Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Nayef
Al-Hajraf, told reporters discussions would be
held between March 29 and April 7 in Riyadh.

“Invitations will be sent to all and the confer-
ence will be held in attendance of those who
come,” he said. “We hope that everyone will par-
ticipate and not miss this opportunity.” But the
Iran-backed rebels said earlier that while they
were open to finding a peaceful solution to the
seven-year war, they would not travel to Saudi
Arabia. “We will welcome an invitation to dia-
logue that does not take place in enemy coun-
tries,” a Houthi official said on condition of
anonymity. “We will always extend our hand for
peace,” the official said.

OIC welcomes initiative 
Secretary General of the Organization of

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Hussein Taha has wel-
comed the initiative launched by the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) on hosting intra-
Yemeni talks in Riyadh late this month. In a news
statement, Taha affirmed support to a political
solution to the Yemeni crisis and encouraged dia-
logue amongst all Yemeni parties. 

He also voiced its backing to implement the
Riyadh agreement, lauding all efforts, mainly Saudi
Arabia and UN, to reach a ceasefire and push
ahead the political process. Taha called on all
Yemen’s parties to engage in this initiative in order
to stop the bloodshed, reach a political solution,
end the conflict, achieve the interest of Yemen’s
people and back the region’s stability and security,
according to the statement. 

On Thursday, GCC Secretary General Nayef
Al-Hajraf announced the Council’s call for all
Yemeni parties to hold talks on March 29 in
Riyadh. Speaking at a news conference, Al-Hajraf
said all realize sincere and continued efforts made
by the GCC that aim to end the Yemeni crisis,
meet aspirations of Yemenis, restore stability, and
maintain Arab and regional security. —Agencies

Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf, Secretary General of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf
(GCC), speaks during a press conference in the Saudi
capital Riyadh on March 17, 2022. Gulf Arab countries
are seeking to host rare talks between Yemenís war-
ring parties, including the Iran-backed Houthi rebels, in
Riyadh at the end of the month, officials said. —AFP


