
PARIS: Finding a lost manuscript by Sigmund Freud
has caused a French historian to revisit a key moment in
European diplomacy 100 years ago that reverberates
today as war returns to the continent.

“Le President est-il devenu fou?” (Has the president
gone mad?) by Patrick Weil takes a fresh look at US
president Woodrow Wilson (1913-21), who helped forge
the Treaty of Versailles after World War I and tried to
establish lasting peace through the creation of the
League of Nations.

Wilson, of course, failed: the treaty’s harsh condi-
tions on Germany created resentment that helped fuel
the rise of the Nazis. Nor could he convince his col-
leagues in Washington to approve the treaty-it was
never ratified by the US, dooming the League of
Nations at birth. Back in the 1930s, Freud, the godfather
of psychoanalysis, blamed Wilson’s failure on messianic
hubris, rooted in his repressed homosexuality and
obsession with his father.

His text was not published until the 1960s, long after

his death, and was rubbished by US reviewers, with The
New Republic calling it either “a mischievous and pre-
posterous joke... or else an awful and unrelenting slan-
der upon a remarkably gifted American president”. But
Weil says there may be something to Freud’s critique.

‘Hysteria’ 
Whenever things went against Wilson, Weil writes,

“he would plunge into hysteria”, blaming everyone but
himself. Frequent minor strokes throughout Wilson’s life
may also have affected his sanity and undermined his
ability to conclude the deal.

Certainly, many of his contemporaries, including
British leader Winston Churchill and later US president
Franklin Roosevelt, considered Wilson to be “crazy”,
Weil told AFP in an interview. They kept that quiet, he
said, because Wilson’s reputation was important in
building momentum behind the creation of the United
Nations after World War II. Weil uncovered Freud’s
original manuscript in an unmarked box in the archives
of Yale University. Freud had co-written his tract with a
US diplomat, William Bullitt, and the original shows that
some 300 changes were made by Bullitt before it was
finally published in the 1960s, cutting many key psycho-
logical insights.

Weil uses his finding to help reassess the debate
around the Treaty of Versailles-a story with grim rele-
vance now as the world seeks ways to negotiate with
Russia. “One can’t help noticing how the personality of
certain leaders plays a role in the dangers faced by the
world-today as much as yesterday,” he said. 

‘NATO before the fact’ 
France’s prime minister in 1919, Georges

Clemenceau, is often blamed for pushing too hard to
punish Germany, wanting to crush any chance of its
resurgence-a move that spectacularly backfired.

But Weil puts a different spin on events, having dug
up documents that show that France’s primary aim was
to win security guarantees from the US and Britain-a
sort of early form of NATO-in case of future German
aggression. “It is NATO before the fact, and it is a

French request to create it,” Weil said.
Wilson’s failure to see the importance of a defense

pact-or to convince his colleagues in Washington-ulti-
mately doomed Europe to more war, he argues. “It was
an obsession of Roosevelt (during World War II) not to
commit the same mistakes,” said Weil. “What’s impor-
tant in today’s context is that the leaders in 1945 had
that experience of 1919. Churchill, Roosevelt-they were
there (at Versailles). “They had that experience that
today’s leaders do not.” — AFP
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HOSTOMEL, Ukraine: This handout picture released Friday by Maxar satellite image shows a burning city market gro-
cery store and damaged residential buildings, in Hostomel northwest of Kyiv. — AFP

An ocean away, 
Russian-Americans 
feel war backlash 
CARACAS: In the days after Vladimir Putin sent
troops into Ukraine, the Russian School of
Mathematics, a network of popular after-school acad-
emies across the United States, felt it had no choice
but to speak out. Calling the war “a source of great,
real, and concrete pain for all of us,” the school made
clear in a statement: “We stand with the Ukrainian
people against Putin, his regime, and the Russian mili-
tary invasion of Ukraine.”

It also urged patrons not to conflate the school with
the Kremlin’s actions. As Russian bombs level
Ukrainian cities, the horror is acute among Russian-
Americans, many of whom also have relatives and
friends in both Russia and Ukraine. And as Russian-
themed restaurants face vandalism and threats in US
cities and Russian musicians are dropped from line-
ups-some feel Putin’s war has cast a shadow over their
entire community and heritage. Founded in Boston 25
years ago by two Jewish refugees from Belarus and
Ukraine who were educated in Saint Petersburg, the
math school explained that it was named after the “his-
toric tradition of Russian mathematics.” “Regardless of
their country of origin, no one is responsible for this
war but Putin and his regime,” it wrote.

‘Bear the shame’ 
On the first day of the invasion, Alexander Stessin, a

Moscow-born oncologist in New York, woke up to a
friend’s text message telling him the world would never
be the same. “It was absolute shock, absolute horror,
and that feeling hasn’t subsided,” said Stessin. “For me,
it felt like my whole world came crashing down.”

Nearly 2.5 million Americans are of Russian ances-
try, according to the US census bureau, and the com-
munity of Soviet-born immigrants with links to Russian
culture, many of them Jewish refugees, is larger still.

Stessin’s own family emigrated in 1990 when
Stessin was 11, but he maintained deep ties to the
country of his birth, publishing award-winning books
in Russia. The 43-year-old is well aware his pain is
“nothing compared to what the Ukrainian people have
to bear.” But nonetheless, he says, “I think we will all
have to bear the shame by virtue of being Russian, we
cannot escape it.”

‘Cancel everything Russian’ 
In that climate, Eugene Koonin, a distinguished

biologist and member of the US Academy of Sciences,
felt compelled to initiate an open letter against the
invasion. Signed by several dozen Russian-speaking
scientists hailing from the former Soviet Union who
work at the National Institutes of Health, a flagship US
research agency, it condemned Putin’s “aggressive,
genocidal, pointless war.”

But in an interview with AFP, Koonin also spoke out
against international academic journals returning
papers submitted by Russian scientists, and collabora-
tion with Russian scholars being halted by govern-
ments or university councils. “Russian scientists who
work and live (in Russia) now, remain our colleagues

except those who profess support” for the regime, said
Koonin, who was trained in Soviet Russia but has lived
in the United States for three decades.

“They deserve our compassion and help,” he said,
warning that “blanket prohibitive action” against
Russian academics was “short-sighted and detrimen-
tal.” As the war spills deep into the cultural sphere,
Stessin likewise warned against the temptation to
“cancel everything Russian”-regardless of any ties to
Putin’s regime. While New York’s Metropolitan Opera
and Carnegie Hall invoked support for Moscow in cut-
ting ties with star soprano Anna Netrebko and con-
ductor Valery Gergiev, orchestras in Cardiff and
Zagreb went further by removing Pyotr Tchaikovsky
from their programming.—AFP

Boosting Ukraine’s 
anti-air batteries 
proves easier 
said than done
WASHINGTON: Joe Biden has promised to help
Ukraine get air defense systems with a longer range than
the shoulder-borne Stinger missiles already on the
ground, but finding the powerful anti-missile batteries
Ukraine’s military so urgently needs is proving easier said
than done. The US president, who wants to support
Ukraine militarily without entering into direct conflict with
Russia, is seeking to provide better defenses against the
Russian artillery that is pounding its cities.

The ideal armament to do that would be mobile anti-
aircraft batteries of the Patriot type, whose effectiveness
has been amply demonstrated in recent years in Iraq and
the Arabian Gulf. Loaded onto trucks, the Patriot has a
radar capable of automatically detecting and intercepting
an aircraft, drone or missile within a radius of more than
60 miles (100 kilometers), as well as a surveillance post
manned by three soldiers and a battery of interceptor
missiles.

But Ukraine’s army is not trained to handle the sophis-
ticated US weaponry. On the other hand, they know how
to handle the S-300 anti-aircraft system, a first-genera-
tion Russian competitor to the US Patriot, whose range is
more limited but which would be sufficient to protect
Kharkiv or Kyiv, two cities close to the Russian border,
where most of the missiles that pound them are fired from.

These S-300s could come from former Soviet bloc
countries that still deploy them, in particular Slovakia and
Bulgaria, where US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has
been visiting in recent days.

But those countries still depend on the S-300 for their
own security and are demanding a substitute-in other
words, Patriots-before giving them to Ukraine. “We’re

willing to do so immediately when we have a proper
replacement,” Slovak Defense Minister Jaroslav Nad told
reporters on Thursday during a meeting with Austin in
Bratislava.

‘Not enough’ 
On Friday, the Netherlands said it would deploy a

Patriot battery to the Sliac military base in central
Slovakia, and Germany confirmed it would send two more
batteries to the country, which could facilitate the transfer
of Slovakia’s only S-300 battery to Ukraine. But the
German and Dutch Patriots will not arrive in Slovakia
immediately-the Netherlands expects delivery would be
on April 15 at the earliest-and time is running out for the
Ukrainian army. While several countries may be ready to
supply Kyiv with spare missiles for the S-300, Ukraine
needs a lot of complete systems, including radars and
monitoring stations.

“One S-300 is better than none,” said Brent Eastwood,
defense editor at 1945, a foreign policy web magazine. But
“it’s still not enough.”

Ukraine had around 100 S-300 batteries before
President Vladimir Putin launched his invasion last month,
and the Russian army claims to have destroyed about 40
at the very outset of the war on February 24, Eastwood, a
former US soldier, recently wrote.

The country is vast, and just protecting a city takes a
lot, he said. “If I were a war planner for Ukraine, I would
want four S-300 batteries for each quadrant of Kyiv. This
deployment would make me sleep better at night,” he said.

One other NATO country, Greece, has S-300s, but
they, too, will need to be offered replacements. However,
even if the Pentagon, whose Patriot inventory is relatively
limited, decides to lend its Patriots to these countries, it
will take several weeks for them to reach their destination.

Washington is trying to convince allies in other regions
to lend theirs, but again, it is not straightforward. US Chief
of Staff General Mark Milley may have asked Japan for
help on Thursday. He phoned his Japanese counterpart to
discuss “the current security environment in the Pacific
and Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine,” according to
an account of their conversation released Friday by the
Pentagon.—AFP

CARACAS: Venezuela’s opposition leader Juan Guaido and
his wife Fabiana Rosales are seen outside their house in
Caracas. — AFP

Elderly Ukrainians 
find shelter in 
metro carriages
KYIV: It is not clear what makes Valentyna Katkova
cry more: illness and old age, or the fact that she now
lives in a Kyiv subway car, fleeing Russian bombing.
The 77-year-old is one of some 200 Kyivans who have
found shelter in a metro station in the northwest of the
city as Moscow’s forces slowly try to encircle the city.

Some of them are elderly people, who prefer the
artificial leather seats of the subway car to sleeping on
mattresses or in tents on the granite floor of the Syrets
station. Dressed in a lilac coat and a knitted hat,
Katkova appears in the sliding doors of a blue subway

car with a yellow stripe-Ukraine’s national colors. She
is hard of hearing, speaks unintelligibly and cannot
stop crying when asked about how many days and
nights she spent in the cold and damp subway dun-
geon. “Since February 24,” the woman says, the date
when Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine.

Her daughter, son-in-law, son and granddaughter
have spent their nights on the 100-metre platform of
the station for the past three weeks. “And I, like an old
one, am here. That’s because I’ve had a stroke, a heart
attack-so here I am, sleeping in the carriage,” Katkova
said. She barely fits on the hard seats inside the car, a
plastic water bottle and a cup resting on the window
ledge above her.

‘Life is more important’ 
The Kyiv metro, with some of the deepest stations

in the world, has been a haven for thousands of
Kyivans since the first days of the war. Train traffic

continues on only one of the tracks at each of the sta-
tions, while the other now hosts a train for those who
want to live there.

Seventy-year-old Nina Piddubna, Katkova’s neigh-
bor in the next car, complains of having felt unwell in
the first days of her stay here. “I felt very bad here, I
had a fever,” says the woman, sitting in the car and
wrapped in a blue woollen blanket.

She adds that she even lost consciousness one day,
though the “caring” metro staff quickly gave her first
aid. But Piddubna is ready to endure such hardships
for the sake of safety, which is provided by the station
located 60 meters (197 feet) deep underground.

“We don’t have a shelter at all” in her apartment
located just a few kilometers (miles) from the fierce
fighting in the northwestern outskirts of Kyiv, she
laments. “It is deep here. Though it is damp and you
can catch a cold, you still come here, because life is
more important.” —AFP

KYIV: A 77-year-old woman has found shelter in a metro
station in the northwest of the city as Moscow’s forces
slowly try to encircle the city.—AFP

Clinton, Bush show 
solidarity 
with Ukraine
WASHINGTON: Two former US presidents,
Democrat Bill Clinton and Republican George W
Bush, showed their support Friday for Ukraine in
the face of Russia’s invasion by visiting a
Ukrainian church in Chicago. The two men, who
wore blue and yellow ribbons in the colors of
Ukraine’s flag, laid bouquets of sunflowers, the
country’s national emblem, in front of the Catholic
Church of Saints Volodymyr and Olha before tak-
ing a moment to reflect.

The initiative aimed to show their “solidarity
with the people of Ukraine” after Russia launched a
war against its neighbor last month, according to a
video of the visit posted on Clinton’s Twitter
account. “America stands united with the people of
Ukraine in their fight for freedom and against
oppression,” the tweet said. That sets the 42nd and
43rd US presidents apart from Donald Trump, the
45th president, who just before the invasion
described Vladimir Putin’s strategy of amassing
troops on Russia’s border with Ukraine and then
recognizing the independence of two pro-Russian
separatist territories as a stroke of “genius.” — AFP


