
NEW DELHI: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida arrived in India yesterday with officials in
Tokyo predicting “candid discussions” about New
Delhi’s unwillingness to condemn Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Unlike fellow members of the Quad alliance
— Japan, Australia and the United States — India
has abstained in three UN votes deploring Moscow’s
actions, calling only for a halt to the violence.

Earlier this month in a four-way call of Quad
leaders, Kishida, US President Joe Biden and
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison failed to
convince India’s Narendra Modi to take a tougher
line. A joint statement had
said they “discussed the
ongoing conflict and
humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine and assessed its
broader implications” —
without any condemna-
tion of Moscow. A sepa-
rate Indian readout point-
edly “underlined that the
Quad must remain
focused on its core
objective of promoting
peace, stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
region.”

Ahead of Kishida’s visit, the first by a Japanese
premier since 2017, a foreign ministry official said
Tokyo was “aware” of Delhi’s “geographical loca-
tion and historical ties to Russia”. “But at the same
time we share fundamental values and strategic
interests so naturally there will be candid discus-
sions about how we view the Ukraine situation, and
also expect to hear a similar explanation from

Prime Minister Modi,” the official told reporters. He
added that Modi, 71, and Kishida, 64, would also
discuss “issues closer to our region” such as a “free
and open Indo-Pacific” — a reference to China —
and bilateral issues.

“That will be more the opportunity to take stock
of the bilateral cooperation as well as reaffirming our
shared strategic vision and interests rather than
emphasizing on what our differences are,” the official
said. India’s foreign ministry said only that the talks
aimed to “review and strengthen the bilateral coop-
eration in diverse areas as well as exchange views on

regional and global issues
of mutual interest so as to
advance their partnership
for peace, stability and
prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region and beyond.”

‘History books’ 
Modi and Morrison are

also due to hold a virtual
summit on March 21
focused on trade, when the
Australian premier may

also press his Indian counterpart to fall more into
the Western camp over Ukraine. Russia has been
India’s main arms supplier since the Soviet era, but
today Delhi also needs more support from the Quad
and others in the region and beyond in the face of
an increasingly assertive China.

Asked about India’s stance and its continued
purchases of Russian oil, White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki this week urged all foreign nations to
“think about where you want to stand when history

books are written”. Tensions between New Delhi
and Beijing have been high since a 2020 clash on
their disputed Himalayan border killed at least 20
Indian and four Chinese soldiers. Both have since
sent additional military hardware — in India’s case

much of it Russian-made — and thousands of extra
troops. In a possible sign of thawing tensions,
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi will reportedly
travel to India later this month, the senior-most offi-
cial to visit since the 2020 clash. —AFP
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NEW DELHI: Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (right) and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi arrive for
a photo opportunity before their meeting at the lawns of the Hyderabad House in New Delhi yesterday. —AFP

UK warns against 
post-Ukraine 
reset with Putin
LONDON: The West must not try to “normalize
relations” with Russian President Vladimir Putin
after his invasion of Ukraine, British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said yesterday, calling the crisis a
“turning point for the world”. “There are some
around the world... who say that we’re better off
making accommodations with tyranny... I believe
they are profoundly wrong,” the British leader told
his Conservative Party’s Spring conference in
Blackpool, northwest England.

“To try to renormalize relations with Putin after
this, as we did in 2014, would be to make exactly
the same mistake again, and that is why Putin must
fail. “This is a turning point for the world and it’s a
moment of choice. It’s a choice between freedom
and oppression,” he added.

His Foreign Secretary Liz Truss warned Saturday
that peace talks to end the conflict could be a
“smokescreen” for more extreme Russian military
manoeuvres. “I’m very skeptical,” Truss told The
Times newspaper in an interview. “What we’ve seen
is an attempt to create space for the Russians to
regroup. Their invasion isn’t going according to plan.

“I fear the negotiation is yet another attempt to

create a diversion and create a smokescreen. I
don’t think we’re yet at a point for negotiation,” she
added. Truss echoed comments by British intelli-
gence that Putin could turn to “more and more
extreme actions”, noting “appalling atrocities
already”.

Oligarch warning 
Chief of Defense Intelligence Jim Hockenhull said

on Friday that “the Kremlin has so far failed to
achieve its original objectives. It has been surprised
by the scale and ferocity of Ukrainian resistance
and has been bedevilled with problems of its own
making. “Russia is now pursuing a strategy of attri-
tion. This will involve the reckless and indiscriminate
use of firepower. This will result in increased civilian
casualties, destruction of Ukrainian infrastructure
and intensify the humanitarian crisis,” he added.

Truss said that Britain could potentially act as a
guarantor if any settlement is reached, and claimed
Putin “didn’t believe” the international community
would impose the scale of sanctions that it has.

Britain has recently targeted high-profile oli-
garchs, including Chelsea Football Club owner
Roman Abramovich. Truss suggested it was
“extremely difficult” to envisage those sanctions
being lifted, saying the oligarchs “have enabled
Vladimir Putin to do what he’s doing”.

Russia yesterday admitted using advanced
hypersonic missiles for the first time in the Ukraine
conflict as Kyiv’s embattled leader Volodymyr
Zelensky called for urgent peace talks. Johnson dis-

missed Putin’s claims that he launched the offensive
in order to prevent Ukraine joining NATO, saying
“he knew perfectly well there was no plan to put
missiles on Ukrainian soil”.

Instead, “he was frightened of Ukraine because
in Ukraine they have a free press and in Ukraine
they have free elections,” said the prime minister.
“And he feared the implicit reproach to himself.
Because in Putin’s Russia, you get jailed for 15
years just for calling an invasion an invasion. And if
you stand against Putin in an election, you get poi-
soned, or shot,” he added. —AFP

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine: A picture taken yesterday shows the
body of a Ukrainian soldier covered with a sheet next to
the military school hit by Russian rockets the day
before, in Mykolaiv, southern Ukraine. —AFP

Tanzania bus, 
lorry collision 
kills at least 23
DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: At least 23 people
have died after a bus crashed into a lorry in eastern
Tanzania on Friday, the police said. “The death toll
is now 23” after one of those injured died, said
police head of operations and training Liberatus
Sabas.

A police chief in the eastern region of Morogoro,
Fortunatus Muslim, said the accident occurred in
Melela Kibaoni, some 200 kilometers (120 miles)
west of the coastal city and economic hub Dar es
Salaam. “The truck driver, who was heading from
the Dar es Salaam port to the Democratic Republic
of Congo, was overtaking a motorbike when the two

vehicles collided head-on,” he said.
The bus was travelling in the other direction from

the western city of Mbeya to the coastal city of
Tanga, he added. The presidency late Friday said 22
people had died and another 38 had been injured in
the crash. After the latest death, 37 remained injured
on Saturday.

“Three injured have been transferred to
Muhimbili National Hospital in Dar es Salaam for
further treatment,” Sabas added. President Samia
Suluhu presented her condolences on Twitter, and
urged “road users to adhere to traffic rules”.

Tanzania has seen a spate of fatal traffic acci-
dents. On Monday, four people were killed in a
coach accident outside the southwestern town of
Tunduma, near the Zambian border, on its way to
Dar es Salaam. In May 2017, 35 people — 32 of
them schoolchildren-were killed in a bus crash. The
vehicle had been speeding.

Two years earlier, 42 people were killed in a col-
lision between a coach and a lorry.

Still worse was a 2006 accident that saw a 26-
seater bus carrying 74 passengers veer off the road
near the northern town of Arusha and plunge off a
bridge into the river, killing 54 people. —AFP

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: The site of the lorry-bus
collision in which 23 people have died near Dar es
Salaam on Friday
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Italian tourist killed by shark 

BOGOTA: Italian tourist died Friday after
being attacked by a shark off the coast of
Colombia’s San Andres island in the Caribbean
Sea, local media reported. The 56-year-old
man, identified by Colombian press as Antonio
Roseto Degli Abruzzi, was swimming near a
cliff when he was bitten by the shark. “Yes, he
died,” a senior Navy official, who asked to
remain anonymous, told AFP. The Teleislas
channel said the unusual attack took place in
an area known as “La Piscinita,” on the south-
west side of San Andres, which is about 380
kilometers (235 miles) off  the coast of
Nicaragua.  —AFP

Seven injured in Bissau clashes

BISSAU, Guinea-Bissau: At least seven people
were injured Friday in clashes between police
and supporters of the former ruling party of
Guinea-Bissau, according to an AFP journalist.
The incident took place in the capital Bissau at
the headquarters of the African Party for the
Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde
(PAIGC) opposite the presidential palace.
Police used tear gas and truncheons to disperse
the supporters of the PAIGC, which led
Guinea-Bissau to independence from Portugal
in 1974 and still contests the 2019 election of
President Umaro Sissoco Embalo. “We deplore
the events of this evening. The security forces
broke into the headquarters (of the PAIGC)
where a meeting of the party’s central commit-
tee was being held,” party spokesman Joao
Bernardo Vieira said. —AFP

Morocco wants proof of Pegasus claims

RABAT: Morocco on Friday demanded Amnesty
International provide evidence of its report that
Rabat used Zionist entity-made Pegasus spy-
ware to monitor activists, including a human
rights campaigner from the disputed Western
Sahara. Pegasus, developed by the Zionist NSO
group, can hack into mobile phones without a
user knowing, enabling clients to read every
message, track a user’s location and tap into the
phone’s camera and microphone. In July 2021, a
global investigation revealed Pegasus has been
used by repressive regimes to target journalists,
dissidents, diplomats and others. The Moroccan
authorities have consistently denied using the
spyware, and dismissed a report by rights group
Amnesty as “arbitrary accusations”, the govern-
ment’s Inter-ministerial Department for Human
Rights said Friday. —AFP

Spain holds mass for trawler victims

MARIN, Spain: Spain’s King Felipe VI attend-
ed a memorial service on Friday for 21 sailors
who died or are missing at sea after a Spanish
fishing trawler sank last month in stormy
waters off Canada. The king and his wife,
Queen Letizia, shook hands and embraced rel-
atives of the victims at the packed church
service in the port of Marin in Spain’s north-
western region of Galicia where the trawler
was based. Hundreds of people who could not
fit inside the church watched the ceremony on
a large screen set up outside.  —AFP

East Timor votes 
in presidential 
election
DILI: East Timor’s citizens were at the polls yes-
terday to elect a new president, hoping the most
competitive election in the history of Southeast
Asia’s youngest country will end a protracted
political impasse. Voters lined up outside polling
stations at the crack of dawn to choose between
a record 16 candidates led by two revolutionary
heroes in incumbent Francisco “Lu-Olo” Guterres
and former president and Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Jose Ramos-Horta.

Following temperature checks and hand saniti-
zation, they were ushered to the polling booths
where they dabbed their fingers in ink to show
they had voted. Several mothers carrying babies
were among those eager to elect a new president.
“I hope the leader that I have voted for can pay
more attention to the education, infrastructure

and farming sectors. I am very happy that I’ve
voted for a candidate based on my conscious-
ness,” 35-year-old Filomena Tavares Maria told
AFP outside the polls that opened at 7 am (2200
GMT) and are due to shut at 3 pm.

Preliminary results are expected later today
but an official result will be announced sometime
next week. First hammered by the pandemic, East
Timor’s economy took another hit last year when
Cyclone Seroja struck, killing at least 40 people
on its half of the island and transforming commu-
nities into wastelands of mud and uprooted trees.
Political tensions between the two largest parties-
Guterres’ Revolutionary Front for an Independent
East Timor (Fretilin) and the National Congress of
the Reconstruction of Timor-Leste (CNRT) —
have also risen in the past four years, leading to a
political deadlock that has seen the government
fail to pass a budget. 

Sidalia dos Santos said she hoped the new
president could lead an economic recovery. “I
hope the candidate that I voted for can improve
our lives, especially in the health and education
sector,” the 22-year-old student said. Outside the
polling station, Ramos-Horta said the financial

situation would be his main priority: “The most
important thing for me is to strengthen the stabil-
ity and build a better economy”. Earlier in the
week, he said he felt compelled to return to poli-
tics because Guterres had “breached the consti-
tution” and overstepped his presidential role.

But Guterres, a 67-year-old former guerilla
fighter, said he was confident the elections would
bring him a second term. “I believe I will win this
election and people will reconfirm their rights
through the election. If I am re-elected, I will
keep defending the democratic rights of our
country and create sustainable development”.
Around 860,000 were registered to vote at the
country’s 1,500 polling stations. If no one wins an
absolute majority, a second round of voting will
be held on April 19 and the winner will take office
on May 20, East Timor’s 20th anniversary of
independence from Indonesia, which occupied
the former Portuguese colony for 24 years.

Major political events in East Timor have often
been marred by violence and conflicts. In 2018,
more than a dozen people were injured and sev-
eral cars torched after clashes between main par-
ties Fretilin and CNRT.  —AFP


