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INDIAN WELLS, United States: Maria Sakkari
ended Paula Badosa’s bid for a repeat title at Indian
Wells on Friday, beating the defending champion to set
up a final clash with former French Open winner Iga
Swiatek. Greece’s Sakkari triumphed 6-2, 4-6, 6-1 to
end Badosa’s bid to become the first woman since
Martina Navratilova in 1990-91 to win back-to-back
Indian Wells titles.

Poland’s Swiatek beat two-time Grand Slam winner
Simona Halep 7-6 (8/6), 6-4. Ranked fourth in the
world, Swiatek was already assured of rising to a
career-high third in the world. Either she or sixth-
ranked Sakkari can claim the No. 2 spot with a victory
in today’s title match. “Really it’s over my expecta-
tions,” said Swiatek, who said she came into the pres-
tigious event in the California desert doubtful she

could follow up her fourth career title in Doha with
another deep tournament run.

But she rallied from a break down in each set and
saved two set points in the first-set tiebreaker to notch
a 10th straight WTA match win. “It was really intense,”
Swiatek said, “really physical. I think we had the
longest rallies I played here.”

The 20-year-old evened her head-to-head record
against Halep at two wins apiece, but she admitted it
required a change in mindset taking on a player who
was once ranked so much higher than herself. “I had to
fight to the end and be mentally stronger,” she said.
“Simona is a really strong player mentally and she’s not
giving up so I wanted to do that better.”

Halep, who was hindered in 2021 by calf and knee
injuries, gained a 5-4 lead with her second break of
the opening set, but she couldn’t close it out in the
next game and they went to the tiebreaker. The
Romanian again had the upper hand in the tiebreaker,
but at 6-4 she fired a backhand long and  Swiatek won
the next three points-saving a set point with a deep
backhand volley then clinching the set with a blistering
return of a Halep second serve. A frustrated Halep was
warned after thumping her racquet down in disgust
and Swiatek, her confidence bolstered, broke Halep for
a 2-1 lead in the second.

Speechless Sakkari 
But the set unfolded much like the first. After having

her left thigh taped by the trainer, Halep reclaimed the
break and grabbed another to move ahead 4-2 on a
pair of forehand errors from Swiatek. But once again
the Romanian couldn’t maintain the advantage and
Swiatek won four straight games to seal the win.

Sakkari goes into the final buoyed by the knowl-
edge that she has won three of four prior encounters
with Swiatek. The Greek player shook off an opening
break of her serve to win six of seven games on the
way to pocketing the first set, breaking Badosa twice
as the Spaniard struggled with her serve. Badosa bat-
tled back in the second, breaking Sakkari twice on the
way to a 3-2 lead and hanging on to force a third, in
which Sakkari’s aggression and power were too much
for her opponent.

“I just had full faith and I believed in myself every
single moment,” said Sakkari, who fought back tears as
she spoke to fans after the match. “I’m just speechless
right now.” Sakkari has reached seven semi-finals in
her last 10 tournaments, including a run to the final at
Saint Petersburg last month. But she had never won a
semi of an elite WTA 1000 event in four prior
attempts. She’ll be vying for just her second career
title, her first coming on clay in Rabat in 2019. — AFP

Swiatek and Sakkari set up 
Indian Wells WTA title clash

INDIAN WELLS, United States: Iga Swiatek, of Poland, hits
a backhand return at the Indian Wells tennis tournament
in Indian Wells, California. — AFP

Swiatek won four straight games to seal the win

‘It was really 
intense’ 

Fatat basketball
team defeat 
Salwa Al-Sabah  
KUWAIT: Fatat Basketball team defeated Salwa Al-
Sabah 84-49 in their match that was held at the feder-
ation’s hall at Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah complex in the
second round of the Women’s Basketball League.

The second match saw Qurain club defeat Oyoun in
a landslide 84-2. The first match had a competitive first
half as Salwa Club players kept up with their oppo-

nents, but the third and fourth quarters had Fatat tight-
en up their defense and attacked well to end the match
in their favor comfortably. Deputy Chairwoman of the
Woman’s Committee at Kuwait Basketball Association
Hanan Al-Zayed appreciated the participation of
Fatayat Al-Oyoun and Salwa Al-Sabah Clubs in the
league adding “we are proud with the participation of
the two clubs and the committee will support all clubs
technically and physically”. 

Al-Zayed said that players, particularly the new
ones should not pay attention to the results at the cur-
rent time as the start is very difficult and we must con-
sider the technical differences and experiences
between players. She said once players gain more
practical experience much differences will disappear
in the coming seasons.

Amir’s International 
Shooting Grand Prix 
to be launched today
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s International
Shooting Grand Prix will be launched today in the
presence of His Highness the Amir representative,
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Mishal Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex.

Secretary General of
Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Obaid Munahi
Al-Osaimi said in a state-
ment that Chairman and
Board Members of KSSC
thank His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for his unlimited support
for Kuwait shooting sport
and designating an annual
Grand Prix that is now one
of the most important tour-

naments on the ISSF agenda, adding that this support
is one of the main reasons for Kuwait shooters out-
standing results at all levels.

Al-Osaimi said the Grand Prix will have 200 shoot-
ers from 20 countries that arrived in Kuwait in order to
win this coveted cup in the Skeet and Trap events for
both men and women. He added that there will be a
friendship championship between Kuwait and Japan
Shooting Federations in cooperation with Kuwait
Paralympics committee in celebration of 60 years of
diplomatic relations between the two countries.

Quartararo on 
pole as Marquez 
crashes twice
MANDALIKA, Indonesia: MotoGP world champion
Fabio Quartararo will start today’s first race in Indonesia
in 25 years from pole position after a dramatic qualify-
ing session that saw Marc Marquez twice crash out.

After waiting so long for top-class racing to return,
Indonesia’s motorbike-mad fans were given a treat in
incident-packed qualifying on the steamy island of
Lombok yesterday. France’s Quartararo, who went
fastest in practice on Friday on the new Mandalika cir-
cuit, topped qualifying with a time of 1 min 31.067 sec
on his Yamaha, with Spain’s Jorge Martin second on the
grid, 0.213 sec back.

Also on the front row, in third, was France’s Johann
Zarco. Like Martin, he rides a Ducati. Italy’s Enea
Bastianini, who won the season-opening Qatar race ear-
lier this month on his Ducati, qualified fifth. “It was great
to be back in (pole), it was a long time, super happy,”
said the 22-year-old Quartararo, whose last pole posi-
tion was at the Catalunya Grand Prix in June last year.

“We did not make so many mistakes in qualifying
and that is thanks to the team because we never gave
up.” Quartararo’s title defence started in meek fash-
ion in Qatar when he came a disappointing ninth.
Spain’s six-time world champion Marquez will start
Sunday’s race on Lombok 15th after a calamitous
qualifying run. He was involved in a high-speed crash
on Friday in practice and took another tumble off his
Honda at Turn 13 in the first round of qualifying. He
immediately sprinted off to grab his other bike in a
frantic effort to record a competitive lap and get into
the second session of qualifying. But, pushing too
hard, the 29-year-old went flying off once more just
minutes later, this time at Turn 12, and was clearly
annoyed with himself. —AFP

Obaid Al-Osaimi 

Three top places of the professionals category Three top places of the amateurs category Gulf Bank team

Amateurs, professionals take part in Gulf Bank’s ‘Off-Roading’ Challenge
KUWAIT: Amid a huge turnout of spectators of all
ages, Gulf Bank successfully wrapped up the first
sports event of its kind in Kuwait: The Gulf Bank “Off-
Roading” Challenge. The event was held on Friday in
Bneider, with the participation of tens of off-roading
amateurs and professionals who competed over the
course of five hours.

After fierce competition between the contestants,
who overcame both natural and artificial barriers, the
Organizing Committee announced the 6 winning ath-
letes of the race, 3 from the professional category: Talal
Al-Sabah, Youssef Al-Mutawa and Abdul Aziz bin
Saghir, and 3 from the amateur category: Suleiman Al-
Khudari, Faisal Al-Hajri and Majed Al-Qaisi.

This year’s Off-Roading Challenge was the first
event of its kind in Kuwait, and was held by Gulf Bank,
in cooperation with the Suffix company for sports
events management and Kuwait Motor Sport Club. On
the sidelines of the race, the Gulf Bank team held mini
competitions for spectators and visitors. Spectators
were asked questions related to the Off-Roading
Challenge. The Deputy General Manager of Corporate
Communications at Gulf Bank, Ahmad Al-Amir com-
mented: “We would like to congratulate the Off-
Roading Challenge first-place winners. We are looking
forward to putting on more sporting and social events
that meet the needs and aspirations of all segments of
our society, especially as we start to navigate our new,
post-pandemic normal.”

He added: In light of the large public attendance,
especially from the youth group, and the large number
of requests to participate in the past from amateurs and
professionals in the “Off Road” sport, which reflects the

interest of the youth in practicing this sport, and based
on their demands, we are considering developing and
organizing the event annually. As part of its ongoing
commitment to social responsibility and its continuous
support of local youth, Gulf Bank is keen to organize
multiple sporting events throughout the year, providing
local youth with the opportunity to practice their
beloved sports and pursue their passions - all while
competing for valuable cash prizes.

He stated that sustainability programs, particularly
social responsibility, represent one of the main pillars of
Gulf Bank’s 2025 strategy, which focuses on all financial,
environmental and social aspects, in a way that con-
tributes to the development of society and enhances its
leadership in all fields, through the application of sus-
tainable practices with great effectiveness.

On his part, Assistant Manager of Corporate
Communications at Gulf Bank, Fahad Al-Sharrah, said
that the participants competed on both natural terrain
and artificial industrial barriers, with the degree of diffi-
culty ranging from easy to medium. The competition cir-
cuit was prepared with various rough roads, using sand,
rocks, water basins, and other challenges that the com-
petitors met head-on, all while maintaining the strictest
security and safety measures. Al-Sharrah affirmed Gulf
Bank’s interest in sponsoring sporting events as part of
the Bank’s role in promoting local youth’s mental and
physical health. Gulf Bank greatly prioritizes the local
youth segment both in terms of its banking services and
its commitment to their social wellbeing.

He pointed out that Gulf Bank, based on its motto
“Always With You,” presents a distinct model for sus-
tainability programs that include all segments of the

local population, resulting in multiple initiatives that pro-
mote a great quality of life, including sports, health, and
education activities. 

Social responsibility is one of the main pillars of Gulf
Bank’s 2025 strategy. Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining a robust Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) social responsibility program, heading various
educational initiatives throughout the year that have a
sustainable impact on the lives of youth and society.

A Successful Partnership
On his part, General Manager at the Suffix company

for sports events management, Ahmed Al Majed, said:

“We are proud to partner with Gulf Bank to organize
the Off-Roading Challenge, the first sports event of its
kind in Kuwait. We were extremely impressed to wit-
ness all the athletes’ performances and the huge public
turnout, a true testament to the event’s success.”

He pointed out that Suffix’s partnership with Gulf
Bank in organizing sporting events extends longer than
six years, with Suffix assisting in organizing the annual
Gulf Bank 642 Marathon. The marathon was recently
awarded a Bronze Ranking by World Athletics, an honor
that Gulf Bank shares among only 128 marathons
around the world.

The race consisted of 9 stages, with each stage vary-
ing between natural terrain and industrial challenges.
Contestants were evaluated by a panel of judges, and
were judged based on their timing and performance in
their respective car categories. Gulf Bank’s vision is to
be the leading Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The Bank is
constantly engaging and empowering its employees as
part of an inclusive and diversified workplace in recog-
nition of every employee’s role in delivering customer
excellence and serving the community at large. With its
extensive network of branches and innovative digital
services, Gulf Bank is able to give its customers the
choice of how and where to conduct their banking
transactions, all while ensuring a simple and seamless
banking experience. Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining a robust sustainability program at the communi-
ty, economic, and environmental levels through sustain-
ability initiatives that are strategically selected to benefit
both the country and the Bank. Gulf Bank supports
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with the
different relevant parties to achieve it.Photo of one of the stages


