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BELGRADE, Serbia: Yaroslava Mahuchikh over-
came the “total panic” of armed conflict in her native
Ukraine to win gold in the high jump at the World
Indoor Championships yesterday. Following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, Mahuchikh was forced to flee her
home, hide out in a cellar and eventually make the
2,000km trip over three days to Belgrade to face what
she dubbed her own front line.

The reigning European indoor high jump champion,
who won Olympic bronze in Tokyo last summer and
world outdoor silver in Doha in 2019, left her home in
Dnipro just three weeks ago as the conflict escalated.
Training, needless to say, was low on her list of priori-
ties. But she did succeed in finding her way to Serbia
after “hundreds of phone calls, many changes of direc-
tion, explosions, fires, and air raid sirens”. “This medal
is for Ukraine, all my country, all my people, all the mil-
itary,” said Mahuchikh. “I must protect our country on
the track.

“Before we went to the field, the only thought in my
mind was about Ukraine because too many terrible
things have happened there. “I even doubted that I
could jump at all, but my coach said I must go out and
perform with the shape and fitness I had before the
start of the Russian invasion.”

Coming into the competition at 1.88m, Mahuchikh
had a failure at 1.92 and two at 2.00 before making the
latter height. She sailed over 2.02 to ramp up the pres-
sure on Eleanor Patterson. The Australian responded
by passing, so the bar was raised to 2.04m. But when
Patterson failed at the new height, Mahuchikh was left
celebrating in the Stark Arena, the crowd rising for a
standing ovation with a handful of Ukrainian flags flut-
tering.

Painted nails in support 
Patterson claimed silver with 2.00m, with

Kazakhstan’s Nadezhda Dubovitskaya taking bronze
(1.98). “To win a silver behind Yaroslava makes it even
more special,” said Patterson, who had painted her
nails with a blue and yellow love heart in support of
Ukraine. “She’s had to deal with such hardships that no
one deserves to, so I’m incredibly proud of her too.
“I’m in the same hotel as the Ukrainian team and I was
able to see them beforehand and exchange small
smiles and little gestures of support.”

Mahuchikh said she had been grateful for the sup-
port shown to her and the five other members of the
all-female Ukraine team in Belgrade. “I saw that
Eleanor had manicured her nails with Ukrainian

colours and a big yellow heart,” she said. “My heart
right now is with all people who support us and defend
Ukraine.”

Mahuchikh’s teammate Iryna Gerashchenko, who
fled her Kyiv home with her husband and dog amid
“everything at once: bombs and rockets” but no kit,
finished fifth in the high jump with a best of 1.92m. “I
have such respect for both girls and all the Ukrainians
who have made it here,” added Patterson. “It’s incredi-
ble to see them and phenomenal for Yaroslava to come
away with the gold.”

Mahuchikh’s victory came in the absence of
Russia’s Mariya Lasitskene, who won gold in Tokyo
competing as an accredited neutral athlete. But
Lasitskene was ruled out of the world indoors follow-
ing World Athletics’ ban on Russian and Belarusian
athletes in the wake of the invasion of Ukraine.

Looking ahead, Mahuchikh said she had “no idea”
how she would prepare for a busy season that includes
the world outdoor championships in Eugene, Oregon,
and the European championships in Munich, Germany.
“I am so sorry that I cannot go back to Ukraine. I want
to go back as soon as possible,” she said, adding that
she would now temporarily travel to Germany with her
kit sponsor. — AFP

Ukraine’s Mahuchikh defies odds to
win world indoor high jump gold

Mahuchikh  forced to flee her home, to make the 2,000km trip to Belgrade 

BELGRADE, Serbia: Winner Ukraine’s Yaroslava Mahuchikh
(R) celebrates after victory in the women’s high jump
final during The World Athletics Indoor Championships
2022 at the Stark Arena, in Belgrade, yesterday. — AFP

Liverpool reel in 
City for another 
title tussle
MANCHESTER, United Kingdom: Liverpool and
Manchester City are embroiled in another tense fight
for the Premier League title with both sides having
aspirations of multiple trophy-winning seasons in the
final few months of the campaign.

City appeared to be cruising towards a fourth
Premier League title in five seasons when a 1-0 victory
over Chelsea in mid-January took them 13 points clear
at the top and 14 ahead of Liverpool. Two months on,
the gap is down to one point as Liverpool have made
full use of two games in hand and a few rare slip-ups
from the champions to set up another fascinating title
race between two of the best sides the English football
has ever known. Pep Guardiola’s reign in Manchester
and Jurgen Klopp’s revival of sleeping giant in
Liverpool have consistently seen the record books re-
written in recent years. 

Record breakers 
Between them City and Liverpool have lifted the last

four Premier League titles and at least one has reached
three of the last four Champions League finals. Three
years ago a historic title race was also decided by a
solitary point as City’s 98 held off Liverpool’s 97. Those
points tallies have only ever been bettered in English
football history by City’s 100 in the previous 2017/18
season and Liverpool’s 99 in 2019/20 as they ended a
30-year wait to win a league title.

“I know the only chance we have is to win an incred-
ible amount of games because our opponents do,” said
Klopp after Liverpool’s ninth consecutive league win at

Arsenal on Wednesday. “In the last few years we’ve
pushed each other on insane levels.” The feeling is
mutual with former Barcelona and Bayern Munich boss
Guardiola hailing Liverpool “the toughest opponent I
have ever faced in my 13 years as a manager.” 

Quadruple v treble
Rather than record points tallies, it is history-mak-

ing trophy hauls that both sides have their eye on this
season. Liverpool have already ended City’s four-year
hold on the League Cup to claim the first silverware of
the season.

Both sides are also in FA Cup quarter-final action
on Sunday as City travel to Southampton and
Liverpool face Nottingham Forest. However, it is the
balancing act of two legs of a Champions League
quarter-final either side of a potential title decider
when they meet at the Etihad on April 10 that could
make the difference. Friday’s draw for the latter stages
of the Champions League kept the sides apart until at
least the final.

But it was Liverpool who got the kinder draw for
the last eight as they face Benfica, while City take on
Atletico Madrid. After establishing an era of domestic
dominance, City’s priority has to be on ending their
quest to be crowned European champions. “In the
Premier League right now, we are leading. Right now,
today, the destiny is in our hands,” said Guardiola on
Friday. “Everyone knows what we (have to) do. It is a
marvellous challenge. We try to do it.”

No side has ever won a quadruple of Champions
League, Premier League, FA Cup and League Cup in
the same season. Only Manchester United in
1998/1999 have managed the treble of Champions
League, Premier League and FA Cup.

However, both sides have proven capable of break-
ing the barriers of what seemed possible in recent sea-
sons. There is every chance their paths will cross again
in Paris for the Champions League final on May 28
with either a quadruple or treble on the line. —  AFP

Barca and Real 
Madrid plot 
their way back
MADRID, Spain: Real Madrid will be underdogs in the
Champions League quarter-finals and Barcelona will not
be there at all, the draw on Friday setting the context for
a Clasico of two giants desperately seeking a return to
the elite. Despite their momentous comeback against
Paris Saint-Germain, Madrid are still rated fifth
favourites in the Champions League this season and
were widely considered a good draw for Chelsea, who
outplayed them to reach the final last year.

Barca, meanwhile, had to wait another hour to find
out their fate in the Europa League, where their chief
threats are no longer the likes of Bayern Munich and
Manchester City but Leipzig, Atalanta and West Ham.
Certainly, Barcelona’s decline has been far more severe
but Real Madrid have deteriorated too, a series of
underwhelming transfer windows and cautious coaching
appointments contributing to an iconic team being
allowed to grow old and increasingly stale.

And yet both head to the Santiago Bernabeu today
with hope that a new era may be about to begin. For
Madrid, the greatest optimism comes from the expected
arrival of Kylian Mbappe who, in one move, would fast-
track them from one generation to the next, the kind of
statement signing that could define the club for a decade
and force the rest of the team to catch up.

Questions still linger about how Madrid replace the
likes of Luka Modric, Karim Benzema and Toni Kroos
and there is a debate around Carlo Ancelotti. A more
progressive coach might be better placed to compete
with the likes of Pep Guardiola and Jurgen Klopp.
Barcelona have already taken that bold step by hiring

Xavi Hernandez, a risky but needed appointment that
has so far paid off.

If Madrid’s enthusiasm is rooted in a super-star sign-
ing, Barca’s stems from a forward-thinking coach over-
seeing the emergence of a hugely exiting crop of young-
sters. Pedri, Ansu Fati, Gavi, Nico Gonzalez and Ronald
Araujo could form an impressive core for years to come,
with recent performances giving Barca belief they can
land a statement victory over Madrid this weekend, at
least psychologically, given it will have little bearing on
the title race. A win would also lend evidence to the the-
ory Barcelona are ready to challenge in La Liga next
season, even if Europe’s most powerful clubs might still
be further off.—AFP

Brathwaite,
Blackwood lift WI
against England
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: Kraigg Brathwaite and
Jermaine Blackwood produced an almost perfect cap-
tain, vice-captain double-act with determined centuries
to lift the West Indies to 288 for four in reply to
England’s first innings total of 507 for nine declared at
stumps on the third day of the second Test at Kensington
Oval on Friday.

Brathwaite was at his most obdurate in accumulating
an unbeaten 109, his tenth Test hundred, in more than
eight hours at the crease in which he has faced 337

deliveries and stroked 12 fours. Blackwood, who offered
a bit more adventure in a 183-run fourth-wicket partner-
ship with his skipper, fell just before the close of play for
102. His third Test century and second against England
spanned almost five hours in which he faced 215 balls
and struck 11 boundaries.

While the opening batsman’s marathon effort was
typically understated and free of any moment of real
danger, his partner through most of the day lived a
charmed life from the very start of his innings and
needed those moments of good fortune to provide
the sort of stability the West Indies desperately
needed after England took the upper hand in the
morning session.

Blackwood came to the crease just before lunch at
101 for three and immediately survived an LBW appeal
to the bowling of Ben Stokes, who had just removed the
usually obdurate Nkrumah Bonner. Even the bowler
appeared to concur with umpire Nigel Duguid’s verdict

of not out and after brief deliberation, Joe Root opted
not to challenge the decision.

England’s captain and the rest of his team, together
with their thousands of supporters packed into the
ground were left to rue that decision as television
replays projected that the ball would have hit the leg-
stump. Then in the final session, with the second new ball
taken and debutant Saqib Mahmood in the midst of a
testing spell, Blackwood was comprehensively yorked on
65, only for the celebrations of his first Test wicket to be
cut short by confirmation of a clear no-ball delivered by
the seamer.

Tempers appeared to boil over shortly after as
England’s frustration grew and the other on-field umpire,
Joel Wilson, had to intervene on at least two occasions
to calm the situation down when Stokes seemed to
exchange words with Blackwood. “I always love to play
against Ben Stokes, even from our days at the Under-19
World Cup,” was Blackwood’s explanation of the

exchange at the end of the day’s play. “It just motivates
me to do even better so I don’t mind it at all.”

More importantly, the dapper right-hander acknowl-
edged that an important contribution was necessary
from him. “It was very special today to go on and score a
hundred. I’ve been putting in a lot of work with the bat-
ting coach (Monty Desai) and the only disappointment is
that I wasn’t able to bat through to the end of the day.”
With the close of play looming Blackwood padded up to
a delivery from occasional leg-spinner Dan Lawrence to
be palpably LBW, necessitating the arrival of Alzarri
Joseph as nightwatchman who will resume on the fourth
morning with his captain. Taking particular delight in his
innings in front of the few home fans who were at the
venue, including for the first time, his mother, Brathwaite
nevertheless acknowledged that the job was far from
over for the West Indies to work themselves into a posi-
tion of safety. “We are still behind by over 200 runs so
tomorrow is crucial again,” he noted.—AFP

BARCELONA, Spain: Barcelona’s Spanish coach Xavi
addresses a press conference in Barcelona yestertday, on
the eve of the Spanish League football match against
Real Madrid. — AFP


