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Prices have increased faster for food and bever-
ages (7.26 percent vs 7.20 percent in December), 
transport (4.62 percent vs 4.54 percent), and fur-
nishing and household equipment (2.44 percent vs 
2.36 percent), while housing inflation was steady at 
2.35 percent. Prices of clothing continued to rise 
from 5.46 percent to 5.66 percent, according to 
official estimates.  

“This persistent inflation is probably a little more 
problematic now as it’s not only coming from the 
supply side. It should also be viewed in the context 
of the current war in Ukraine,” said Rashid 
Alhusaini, a Kuwaiti entrepreneur. While consumers 
grapple with rising prices of essentials, retailers 

continue to face the prospect of supply chain con-
straints and labor shortages induced by the pan-
demic. According to reports, market observers 
warned that up to 300,000 different commodities, 
whose prices are fixed by the Union of Consumer 
Cooperative Societies, may witness a spike when 
the Competition Protection Law is enforced. The 
law prohibits setting a minimum price.  

“These days, I buy meat and fish only when there 
is a promotion in supermarkets,” said Yunus Azeez, an 
expat who works in a travel agency and has a house-
hold of seven family members. Lower-wage workers 
and lower-income households are bearing the brunt 
of the higher prices of essentials such as groceries, 
transportation and housing, making it hard for them to 
escape the budgetary sting. “The supply chain dis-
ruptions caused by the pandemic may be further 
worsened by the current war in Ukraine and the sub-
sequent economic consequences. Definitely, there will 
be a cascading effect of the war,” said a university 
professor on condition of anonymity. —AFP

Families grapple  
with spiraling...
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Blinken noted 2017 remarks by Min Aung Hlaing, the 

commander-in-chief of the Myanmar military, that the 
government was “solving” an “unfinished job” in its 
destruction of Rohingya communities. Blinken added 
that Min Aung Hlaing led the 2021 coup overthrowing 
the elected government of Myanmar. 

“The brutal violence unleashed by the military 
since February 2021 has made clear that no one in 
Burma will be safe from atrocities so long as it is in 
power,” Blinken said, using the former official name of 
the country. “Anyone in Burma seen as challenging 
the military’s grip on power - regardless of ethnicity 
or religion, age or political party - will be targeted,” 
he said. 

Around 850,000 Rohingya are languishing in 
camps in neighboring Bangladesh, recounting mass 
killings and rape of the campaign that was launched 
against them five years ago. Another 600,000 mem-
bers of the community remain in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state where they report widespread oppression. The 

US declaration was cautiously welcomed by activists 
and members of the beleaguered community. 

“This should have been done way before. However 
I believe the US decision will help the ICJ process for 
the Rohingya,” said one displaced member of the 
community at a camp near Sittwe, the capital of 
Rakhine. Thin Thin Hlaing, a Rohingya rights activist, 
also welcomed the US move. “I feel like we were liv-
ing through a blackout but now we see a light, 
because they recognize our suffering,” she told AFP. 

A legal designation of genocide - defined by the 
UN as acts “committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group” - could be followed by further sanctions and 
limits on aid, among other penalties against the 
already-isolated military junta. A case was opened 
against Myanmar for genocide at the ICJ in 2019, and 
the court is currently hearing preliminary arguments 
on Myanmar’s objection to the case. 

The Holocaust Museum prepared its own report in 
late 2017 with the group Fortify Rights that conclud-
ed there was compelling evidence of crimes against 
humanity in Myanmar. The US State Department 
released a report in 2018 that detailed violence 
against the Rohingya in western Rakhine state as 
“extreme, large-scale, widespread, and seemingly 
geared toward both terrorizing the population and 
driving out the Rohingya residents.” — AFP

Anti-Rohingya 
violence is...

Kuwait Audit Bureau stresses  
importance of 63rd meeting  

Topics include latest publications and best professional practices 
DOHA: Kuwait Audit Bureau yesterday stressed 
the importance of the 63rd meeting of the 
Executive Council of the Arab Organization of 
Supreme Audit Institutions (ARABOSAI) and its 
role in developing audit bureaus in the Arab coun-
tries. In a statement to KUNA, Director of the 
Training and International Relations Department at 
the Audit Bureau, Dr Saud Al-Zamanan said that 
the Bureau participated in the meeting with many 
interventions, reports, and recommendations.  

The meeting discussed the ARABOSAI’s activi-
ties during the 2021, the report of the Regulatory 
Standards Committee and its recommendations, the 

organizational chart and structures, the organiza-
tion’s strategic plan and approval, and the report of 
the Sustainable Development Committee headed 
by the Kuwaiti Audit Bureau. It also reviewed 
reports on the activities of the Council, the General 
Secretariat and the organization’s subcommittees, 
in addition to following up with initiatives proposed 
by the presidency of the Council.  

The meeting presented the bodies’ reports on 
their participation in committees and working 
groups emanating from the International 
Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTO-
SAI). Al-Zamanan stated that the agenda of the 

meeting included the approval of the archive sys-
tem manual and the procedures of the control 
office, the approval of the final account for the year 
Economics 2021 and the estimated budget for the 
year 2022. It set up the date of the next meeting of 
the ARABOSAI’s Executive Council and the 14th 
session of the General Assembly that would be held 
in Saudi Arabia.  

Other topics including latest publications con-
cerned and the best professional practices of the 
Supreme Audit Institutions are discussed, as well as 
standards and developments in this aspect in the 
supervisory work and the development of the 

supervisory mechanism, means and methods for the 
supervisory authorities (ARABOSAI) is a regional, 
independent, permanent, non-political professional 
organization that enjoys legal personality and aims 
to promote good governance and transparency, 
ensure accountability and combat corruption.  

The Kuwaiti  delegation to the meeting is 
headed by the President of the State Audit 
Bureau Faisa l  Al-Shaya, and includes the 
Observer of International Relations Heba Al-
Awadi, and the Chief Auditor in the Department 
of Oversight of Defense, Security and Public 
Affairs Abdullah Al-Shaitan. — KUNA 

PM hosts Saudi energy minister  

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday 
received at Seif Palace the visiting Saudi Minister of 
Energy Prince Abdulaziz Bin Salman Al-Saud. The 
meeting was attended by Ambassador of Saudi 
Arabia to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin Saad bin Khaled 
Al-Saud. Also present in the meeting were the 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Oil, Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy Dr Mohammad 
Abdulatif Al-Fares, Head of the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Abdul Aziz Al-Dekheel and Deputy 
Chairman, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) Sheikh Nawaf Saud 
Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Minister visits 
Pakistani Embassy  

 
KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah yes-
terday visited the Pakistani Embassy in Kuwait. In 

his visit, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak 
Al-Sabah conveyed condolences of Their 
Highnesses the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah over the passing of former Pakistani presi-
dent Mohammad Rafiq Tarar. — KUNA

Pakistan mourns  
 

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Pakistan is deeply 
grieved on the sad demise of the former 
President of Pakistan Muhammad Rafiq Tarar. 

Faisal Majeed, Charge d’Affaires expressed his 
heartfelt condolences on the demise of former 
president of Pakistan. “May Allah blesses His 
soul and give strength to the bereaved family to 
bear this irreparable loss, Amen”.  

ALESCO honors  
Kuwait’s poet  
Suad Al-Sabah  

 
TUNISIA:  The Arab League Educational,  
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ALESCO) in 
its 8th session for “Arab Poetry Day” honored 
Kuwaiti poet Sheikha Dr Suad Al-Sabah and late 
Algerian poet Mohammad Al-Sa’ehi yesterday. 
Honoring Kuwaiti Poet Sheikh Dr Suad Al-Sabah 
during the Arab Poetry Day is a recognition of her 
distinguished literary and cultural contributions in 
this domain, President of ALESCO Dr Mohammad 
Weld Omar said.  

“Poet Suad Al-Sabah expressed a free thinking 
approach throughout her work. She advocated 

women issues, supported Arab nationalism and cul-
ture,” he added in a speech during the ceremony. 
Weld Omar expressed ALESCO’s deep welcoming 
to poet Suad Al-Sabah as a pioneer Arab intellectual 
who greatly contributed to the Arab Encyclopedia 
that had been launched by the organization.  

“Poet Suad Al-Sabah was inspired by her 
beloved country Kuwait, and also her mother and 
father, whom she lost in the same year, as well as 
her deceased child,” the representative of poet 
Suad Al-Sabah, Sheikha Fadheela Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah said. Kuwait’s Ambassador to 
Tunisia Ali Al-Thafiri welcomed ALESCO’s initiative 
to honor leading Arab poets like Sheikha Dr Suad 
Al-Sabah, in recognition to her fruitful contributions 
to the Arab letters and culture for long decades. 
Honoring of poet Suad Al-Sabah is also considered 
as an honor to Kuwait’s enormous contributions to 
the Arab poetry, letters and culture, the diplomat 
affirmed. — KUNA

Qatar Maritime 
Defense Exhibition 
kicks off with  
Kuwaiti participation  

 
DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani 
opened yesterday the Doha International Maritime 
Defense Exhibition and Conference (DIMDEX 2022) 
with Kuwaiti participation. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani took a tour in the Exhibition which held the 
theme of ‘Connecting the World’s Maritime Defense 
and Security Community’, during which he was briefed 
on the latest technologies, innovations and systems 
related to maritime defense.  

Sheikh Tamim was also briefed on various modern 
equipment and ships equipped with defense systems, 
communications, radars and other marine industries 
and services offered by more than 200 local, regional 

and international companies. A total of 11 warships 
from nine countries, in addition to a ship from Qatar 
will participate in the event at Hamad Port.  

Furthermore, 200 exhibitors will be representing 
all aspects of the global defense and security indus-
try and display the latest innovations and technologi-
cal products. This event, which is held every two 
years, is considered the ideal platform to exchange 
knowledge between governments on industries, as 
the previous versions of the conference have resulted 
in signing deals worth more than USD 32 billion, and 
27 deals were signed in the previous conference.  

During the three-day conference, security 
experts, industry leaders, academics and decision 
makers from all over the world will discuss the main 
challenges facing the maritime security sector. The 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense is participating with a 
military delegation that includes the Commander of 
the Naval Force, Commodore Hazza’a Al-Alalati, the 
Commander of the Special Naval Units, Captain 
Mansour Al-Rumayyan, and the Head of the Naval 
Force Commander’s Office Branch, Captain Nabil Al-
Mutabqi. — KUNA
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The tracker showed the plane sharply dropped from 

an altitude of 29,100 feet to 3,225 feet in three minutes, 
before flight information ceased. One villager told a 
local news site that the plane had “completely fallen 
apart” and he had seen forest areas destroyed by the 
fire it caused when crashing into the mountainside. 
China Eastern changed its website to black and white 
only yesterday afternoon. A January company report 
said China Eastern had 289 Boeing 737-series aircraft 
in its 751-strong fleet. State broadcaster CCTV said it 
had learned that China Eastern will ground all its 787-
800 jets as a precaution after the crash. Boeing said in 
a statement that it was “aware of the initial media 
reports and... working to gather more information”. 

Xi called for “all efforts” towards the rescue and to 
find out the “cause of the accident as soon as possible”, 
according to CCTV. “We are shocked to learn of the 

China Eastern MU5735 accident,” he said, calling for 
“the absolute safety of the sector and people’s lives”. 
The arrivals board at Guangzhou airport showed the jet’s 
flight information for hours after it had crashed, as staff 
in full PPE held up signs to direct distraught relatives to 
a separate area that had been set up to receive them. 

One relative waiting in Guangzhou airport told local 
media that she had been due to board the flight, but 
had changed her booking at the last minute to an earli-
er plane. Her sister and four friends had taken the 
crashed plane, she added. Now she was just “waiting 
for news”, she said. “I feel very sad.” A villager near 
the crash site surnamed Liu told state-run China News 
Service that he had driven a motorbike to the scene 
after hearing a loud explosion. He said he saw debris 
on the ground, including an aircraft wing and frag-
ments of clothing hanging from trees. 

China had enjoyed an enviable air safety record in 
recent years as the country was crisscrossed by newly 
built airports and serviced by new airlines established to 
match breakneck growth over the last few decades. A 
Henan Airlines flight crashed in northeastern Heilongjiang 
province in 2010, killing at least 42 out of 92 people on 
board, although the final toll was never confirmed. — AFP

Plane carrying  
132 crashes...

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: In this file photo taken on Sept 30, 2017, a Bangladeshi man helps†Rohingya 
refugees to disembark from a boat on the Bangladeshi shoreline of the Naf river after crossing the 
border from Myanmar. —  AFP  


