
KYIV: The horrors of the war in Ukraine can be
seen in 13-year-old Volodymyr’s empty expression
as he lies in the Okhmatdyt children’s hospital in
Kyiv, playing with a green balloon dog. His father
and his cousin were killed when their car was hit
by gunfire two days after Russia’s invasion.
Volodymyr was shot in his jaw, his back, his arm
and his leg.

“He can’t walk yet, but the doctors told him that
he’d be able to step on his feet later,” says his
exhausted-looking mother, Natalia, 34, sitting on a
bed next to her son in a darkened room. Before the
war, he loved the things that teenagers anywhere
in the world might do-playing on his phone and
taking their dog for a walk, she says.

Now he sits listlessly in bed, a livid scar running
all the way up from his jaw to the dyed blonde
streak of hair that hangs limp over his face. He
whispers that today he is
doing “good”, but doctors
say that after three weeks
in hospital , Volodymyr
still faces more surgery.

They show AFP jour-
nalists a graphic picture
on a mobile phone of the
wound in his face when
he was brought in. The
war was only two days
old when the family’s blue
Lada car was caught up
in a gun battle when Russian reconnaissance
forces tried to push into Kyiv.

“We didn’t realise who was shooting. As soon
as everything ends, we will find out the details.
They will be punished,” his mother says, compul-
sively rubbing her arm. She was also wounded.
“My injuries will heal, but I can’t revive my hus-
band, and I can’t revive my nephew too. He was
six years old.”

‘Really terrible’ 
Ukraine’s largest children’s hospital is feel-

ing the trauma of the war. “It is really terrible,
it is challenging, it is awful,” says paediatri-
cian Svitlana Onysko. “We live in the hospital,
we don’t go home; we are available 24/7, at
any time-day, night, morning, evening, we hur-
ry up to help the kids, and it’s really terrible
and difficult.”

“It is difficult psychologically and morally
because these are children. But, for us, adults, it
is  also diff icult  because it  is  war.” Russian
President Vladimir Putin said his invasion was
meant to “demilitarise and de-nazify” Ukraine,
but the toll on the country’s civilians has been
heavy.

Kyiv has so far been spared the worst of the
Russian bombardment, however the city admin-

istration says four chil-
dren have been k i l led
and 16 wounded in the
capital. Most are brought
to Okhmatdyt for treat-
ment. The staff say the
memories haunt them.

There was the mother
called Olga who shielded
her one-month-old baby
daughter after a shell hit
their apartment building
and caused damage to a

nearby kindergarten in Kyiv. Doctors removed
multiple pieces of shrapnel from Olga’s body and
treated her husband’s injured leg.

There was the blonde four-year-old boy who
suffered severe shrapnel wounds from a strike in
Kyiv, rushed in on a stretcher. And the six-year-
old girl whose legs were injured in a blast whose
mother died in a missile strike in Hostomel, a
town just outside the capital.

‘Isolate our feelings’ 
The hospital’s neonatal unit itself was hit by shrap-

nel by one strike. In the early days of the war mothers
and babies were even forced to take shelter in the
basement whenever air raid sirens rang out. The hos-
pital’s hardworking staff are trying to put on a brave
face as they deal with what orthopaedic surgeon Vlasii
Pylypko calls “terrible injuries”. “Since the war start-
ed, we treat injured, wounded people. It’s children
and adults also, with injuries from missiles, from bul-

lets, from rockets,” he said. Most of the hospital’s
staff had no real experience of war. “Many of my col-
leagues who treat with surgery, we try to abstract, to
isolate our feelings,” said Pylypko. “And maybe after
the war some of us will need psycho-support, but
now we only focus on people’s treatment, children’s
treatment.” One of them will be Volodymyr, who still
faces a long road to recovery. “He has to have anoth-
er surgery, another treatment, he has bullets lying
near the vertebral column.” —AFP

Ukraine’s largest children’s hospital is feeling the trauma of the war

Children’s hospital in Kyiv 
faces ‘terrible’ trauma of war

KYIV, Ukraine: Volodymyr, 13-year-old, sits in a hospital bed after being injured, in Kyiv. His family’s car
was caught in gunfire between Russian and Ukranian troops in Kyiv, on February 26. His father was
killed and his mother was injured. —AFP

US Senate launches 
hearings on first 
Black woman for SC
WASHINGTON: Senators were warned yesterday
that history would be their judge as they launched
marathon confirmation hearings to consider the
nomination of Ketanji Brown Jackson to be the first
Black woman to serve on the US Supreme Court.

President Joe Biden’s pick to join the nation’s
highest court was formally introduced at the start of
televised hearings which are set to be followed by
two days of questioning and a day of testimony
from outside witnesses.

“Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson is a brilliant legal
mind with the utmost character and integrity,” Biden
tweeted ahead of the hearing. “She deserves to be
confirmed as the next Justice of the Supreme
Court.”

Jackson, a 51-year-old former federal public
defender with almost a decade of experience on
lower courts, served as a law clerk to Stephen
Breyer, the retiring liberal justice she is being nomi-
nated to replace.

Democratic leaders plan a final Senate vote by
early April, with focus on the court sharpened by
the weekend hospitalization of 73-year-old conser-
vative Clarence Thomas, its second Black justice in
history, with “flu-like symptoms.”

Thomas is expected to be released from hospital
in the next day or two. Jackson is the first Black
woman tapped for a seat on the court and would
also be the first nominee of a Democratic president
to be confirmed to the Supreme Court since Elena
Kagan in 2010.

“I... ask the members of this committee as we

begin this landmark confirmation process, to con-
sider how history will judge each senator, as we
face our constitutional responsibility to advise and
consent,” Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Dick Durbin said in his opening address.

No ‘character assassination’ 
With her confirmation to replace Breyer and

become the court’s 116th justice all but assured and
the 6-3 conservative balance of the court not in
play, the prospects for major drama are low. The
Senate Judiciary Committee will meet Monday
through Thursday to consider Jackson’s nomination,
which is being conducted by a 50-50 chamber con-
trolled by Democrats, meaning there is no room for
missteps.

No red flags have been raised about Jackson’s
record that would damage her prospects, and
Republicans have pledged to avoid the kind of
“character assassination” they argue Democrats
staged before the confirmation of Justice Brett
Kavanaugh in 2018.

But conservatives have been signaling that they
intend to go after Jackson’s record as a public
defender, her work defending Guantanamo Bay
detainees and her tenure on the US Sentencing
Commission, which works to “reduce sentencing
disparities.”

They will also raise rulings they say were too
lenient in a bid to frame Biden-via his nominee-as
soft on crime ahead of November’s midterm elec-
tions. High-profile confirmation hearings always
present an opportunity for grandstanding by presi-
dential hopefuls so observers are expecting head-
line-grabbing moments from the likes of Josh
Hawley, Ted Cruz and Tom Cotton.

‘Baseless charges’ 
Hawley has already suggested that Jackson has a

pattern of “letting child porn offenders off the hook

for their appalling crimes,” a charge angrily denied
by Democratic leadership and the White House.
“These baseless charges are unfair,” Durbin told the
committee. Hawley’s accusations, he added, “fly in
the face” of Republican vows to keep the proceed-
ings civil.

Yesterday’s hearing began with the 22 members
of the Judiciary Committee speaking for about 10
minutes each on Jackson’s nomination. The pair for-
mally introducing the nominee-retired Circuit Judge
Thomas Griffith and Lisa Fairfax, a law professor at
the University of Pennsylvania-will speak for up to
five minutes each.

This will be followed by a 10-minute opening
statement from Jackson herself. Senators will have
time to question the nominee today for up to 50
minutes each. Thursday’s hearing includes outside
witnesses speaking to her qualifications, including
the American Bar Association, which unanimously
gave Jackson its highest rating, “well qualified,” to
serve on the Supreme Court. —AFP

Turkish activist 
back in court, 
remanded again
ISTANBUL, Turkey: Turkey’s leading
activist Osman Kavala, who at the week-
end marked his 1,600th day in prison
without conviction, appeared before
court yesterday for the first time in
months, only to have his case adjourned
and his detention extended.

The philanthropist is accused of
financing 2013 anti-government protests
and playing a role in a coup plot against
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The case has strained Turkey’s ties
with the West and become a symbol of
Turkey’s sweeping crackdown on gov-
ernment opponents.

Kavala has been detained since 2017
in a huge prison complex on the out-
skirts of Istanbul, in defiance of a
European Court of Human Rights ruling
to release him.

Last month, the Council of Europe
(COE) launched rare disciplinary action
against Turkey over the case, which
Ankara denounced as interference.

Kavala, who had snubbed court hear-
ings since October, yesterday attended
the latest hearing in Istanbul’s main
court Caglayan via a video link from his
prison in Silivri — about 60 kilometres

(40 miles) west of Istanbul.
His presence had built up expecta-

tions that the three judges overseeing
his trial could be poised to deliver a final
verdict. Many Western observers,
including diplomats from France and the
United States were present in the
packed courtroom, an AFP journalist
reported.

Erdogan has been trying to salvage
battered ties with the European Union in
recent months, a bid which intensified
after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

‘Completely baseless’ 
But yesterday, the judge accepted the

prosecutor’s demand to extend Kavala’s
remand and set the next hearing for
April 22. “My ongoing imprisonment is
completely baseless,” Kaval told court
yesterday. He denies the claims and has
branded the charges “politically motivat-
ed”. If convicted, Kavala faces an aggra-
vated life sentence, which has tougher
terms of detention.

On March 4, the prosecutor delivered
his final opinion, demanding that Kavala
be found guilty of “attempting to over-
throw” Erdogan’s government. Erdogan
has openly targeted Kavala and accused
him of being an agent of George Soros,
a Hungarian-born billionaire US finan-
cier and pro-democracy campaigner.

Last October, Kavala said he would
not defend himself in court because he
lost faith in a fair trial after his case
sparked a diplomatic spat.

Erdogan nearly expelled 10 Western
envoys, including from the United States
and major European powers, after they
appealed for Kavala’s release last
October.

‘Nothing legal’ 
Tolga Aytore, Kavala’s lawyer, said

the indictment was penned with an
“enthusiastic political ideology,” adding:
“There’s nothing legal there.”

Kavala is on trial with 16 other defen-
dants over the 2013 protests.

Nine out of  the other 16 are
abroad. The remaining seven were in
court yesterday.

Human rights organisations have crit-
icised the case. “Despite committing no
internationally recognised crime, he
remains arbitrarily detained on baseless
charges in a facility far away from his
family,” said Nils Muiznieks, Amnesty
International’s Europe director.

Muiznieks accused the prosecutors
of seeking but failing “to conjure a crime
out of thin air”. —AFP

ISTANBUL, Turkey: People walk past the Caglayan Justice Palace court-
house in Istanbul yesterday. Turkey’s leading activist Osman Kavala, who
at the weekend marked his 1,600th day in prison without conviction,
appeared in court yesterday, in a case that has strained Ankara’s ties with
the West. —AFP

Staff say the 
memories 

haunt them

Bootcamp offers path 
from scenic Cape 
Town’s ganglands
CAPE TOWN, South Africa: A troupe of 160 young
women in cobalt blue uniforms and sand-coloured
bucket hats march across a vast courtyard in lock-
step. Two more face the group to give military-style
salutes, say prayers and hoist the South African flag
high into the air.

The scene looks like a military conscription, but is
actually a sought-after programme that takes young
people from Cape Town’s toughest streets and sets
them on a path to employment. “I felt that my life had
no direction, but since the moment I got here, got to
experience everything that’s happening, a lot has
changed,” said Siphokuhle Kapa, 23, a student at
Chrysalis Academy.

Despite Cape Town’s reputation as a holiday para-
dise, its streets rank among the deadliest in the world.
All of South Africa has a horrific crime problem, but in
2021 Cape Town’s murder rate was by far the highest
in the country, at 64 killings per 100,000 people.

Johannesburg’s rate, by comparison, was 37. New
York’s was 5.5. The crime is driven by rampant gangs,
combined with high unemployment-things Gibson
Jannecke wanted to escape. “I have no history of drug
abuse, no history of gangsterism, but it was a big fac-
tor in my life that affected me heavily,” Jannecke said,
recalling his upbringing in the Western Cape town of
Macassar. “I couldn’t walk to school without being
mugged. I could not go out in the street without my
parents being worried about gunshots.” In 2011, he
came to Chrysalis to study youth development. A
decade later, he’s teaching there.

The academy was set up in 2000 by local govern-
ment, in the shadow of the high-security Pollsmoor
Prison-a jarring contrast to the leafy surrounding
suburb of Tokai. “When young people come here, we
don’t look at them as drug addicts or poor people,”
said chief executive Lucille Meyer.

“We look at them as whole human beings, but
human beings who have lived difficult lives,” she said.
“We are here as a platform to help them deepen their
resilience and unleash their potential.”

Chrysalis runs three three-month courses each year
for people aged 18 to 25, with two courses for men and
one for women. Anyone meeting the criteria can apply
online. Restrictions during the Covid-19 pandemic
have hit all the courses and the current intake of 162
women also has reduced numbers. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: A person wears a shirt in support of
Supreme Court Justice nominee Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson, outside the US Supreme Court in Washington,
DC, yesterday. —AFP

CAPE TOWN, South Africa: Students line up during
the morning parade inside the hostel at Chrysalis
Academy in Tokai, near Cape Town, on February 1,
2022. Chrysalis Academy was set up in 2000 by
local government, in the shadow of the high-secu-
rity Pollsmoor Prison, a jarring contrast to the leafy
surrounding suburb of Tokai. —AFP


