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MONACO: Paris Saint-Germain were beaten 3-0 at
Monaco on Sunday after a Wissam Ben Yedder dou-
ble strike, as Neymar and Kylian Mbappe were both
booked in a feisty Ligue 1 encounter. PSG remain 12
points clear of second-placed Marseille at the top
after the fourth league defeat of the season for
Mauricio Pochettino’s men, who have been shaken
since being dumped out of the Champions League by
Real Madrid.

Monaco captain Ben Yedder is now Ligue 1’s top
scorer with 17 goals after his 25th-minute tap-in from
a rebound, and an 84th-minute penalty. Ben Yedder
also helped in the build-up for German striker Kevin
Volland’s goal for Monaco, making it 2-0 on 68 min-
utes in what was the real turning point of the game as
PSG began to chase. Mbappe and Neymar started for
PSG and had a string of opportunities as the visitors
enjoyed the lion’s share of possession, but Lionel
Messi was absent with the flu.

Mbappe said the bitterness of the Champions
League defeat earlier this month was still felt at the
club. “We could win 8-0 and nobody would care,
they’d just be thinking about the Champions
League,” he said. “We need to remain professional,
think of our families,” said Mbappe, who was full of
praise for his old club. “They are a great team, who
were playing in European competition,” said the 23-
year-old. PSG captain Marquinhos described the
defeat as a wake-up call.

“If we carry on like that the title will be in danger.
We have been warned,” he said. “We came here to
win and have fun, but that was a catastrophe.” PSG
coach Pochettino said it was time his players picked
themselves up. “On a sporting level, that was shameful.
We have to get over the disappointment of being
eliminated from the Champions League,” the
Argentine said. Monaco’s Belgian coach Philippe
Clement can also thank his goalkeeper Alexander

Nuebel, who made important saves from Mbappe,
Neymar and Achraf Hakimi.

Marseille down Nice
Marseille defeated Champions League-chasing

rivals Nice 2-1 at the Velodrome to reclaim second
from Rennes, who hammered Metz 6-1 earlier in the
day. Arkadiusz Milik converted a penalty in first-half
stoppage time and substitute Cedric Bakambu added
a second on 89 minutes, with Mario Lemina grabbing
a consolation goal for Nice. “It feels good. We had
revenge on our minds knowing that they knocked us
out of the French Cup,” said Marseille defender
William Saliba. Jorge Sampaoli’s team recovered
quickly from Thursday’s trip to Basel, where Marseille
won 2-1 in the second leg of their Europa Conference
League last-16 tie to advance 4-2 on aggregate.

“There was a bit of fatigue but we’re the kind of
team that needs to learn to play flat out every two

days,” added Saliba. “We scared ourselves a bit at the
end, but the win is what we’ll take away. A very good
victory against a direct rival.” Serhou Guirassy
bagged a hat-trick for Rennes as Bruno Genesio’s side
recorded a fifth straight league win, bouncing back
from Thursday’s Europa Conference League exit at
the hands of Leicester.

Martin Terrier struck the f irst  two goals at
Roazhon Park, while Hamari Traore was also on tar-
get as Rennes moved above Nice into third.
Strasbourg’s Champions League push stalled again
after a fourth draw in five outings following a goal-
less stalemate at Lorient, while Angers beat Brest 1-0
to end a seven-match losing run. Bottom club
Bordeaux lost 2-0 at home to nine-man Montpellier.
Elye Wahi and Florent Mollet scored for the visitors
who then had Nicolas Cozza and Mihailo Ristic sent
off late in the first half, with Alberth Elis missing a
penalty for Bordeaux. —AFP

Monaco overpower PSG 
3-0; Mbappe frustrated

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: His  Highness  the Amir  Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Annual
International Grand Prix was officially opened
on Sunday at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex by His Highness the Amir’s
representative, Farwaniya governor, Sheikh

Mishal Jaber Al-Abdllah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
Competitions for Trap event will take place

today for men and women. Kuwait has more
than 60 shooters of both genders competing
with world shooters to win this tournament’s
coveted cap. Farwaniya governor said he was
honored to represent HH the Amir. 

Khalaf Al-Otaibi said Kuwait’s shooting had

made outstanding achievements lately - the
most recent was winning the team gold medal
in the World Cup in Cyprus, as well as the indi-
vidual bronze medal at the same tournament.
He said KSSC is preparing for the Paris 2024
Olympics to get the most possible qualifica-
tions for Kuwait team. Al-Otaibi thanked HH
the Amir for his patronage and lauded the sup-

port by the President of Asian Shooting con-
federation.

Jordan’s Shooting Federation Secretary
Nezar Madhi said the Jordan delegation will
continue its participation as usual in this grand
prix. Kuwait shooter Mansour Al-Rashidi said
he will do his best to win the Skeet medal in
the name of Kuwait.

Swiatek beats Sakkari 
for Indian Wells title
INDIAN WELLS: Former French Open champion Iga
Swiatek beat Maria Sakkari 6-4, 6-1 on Sunday to win
the WTA Indian Wells title and move to a career-high
ranking of number two in the world. Swiatek’s fifth career
title was her second in as many tournaments after her tri-
umph in Doha last month, and pushed her WTA match
win-streak to 11. It also ensured the 20-year-old from
Poland, who shot to prominence with her victory at
Roland Garros in 2020, will climb two spots to supplant
Barbora Krejcikova at number two in the rankings behind
Australian Ashleigh Barty on Monday.

“I’m really overwhelmed and honestly my mind is
blown,” Swiatek said, explaining that coming into the
tournament she didn’t think it was “realistic” to think she
could maintain the level that saw her win Doha for a sec-
ond straight tournament. “I wouldn’t think of myself as
someone who’s ready to play two tournaments in a row
and win it,” she said. However, now that she’s followed
Agnieszka Radwanska as the only Polish players to reach
number two in the world, she’s aiming even higher. “I feel
like getting the number one is closer and closer,” she said.

Greece’s  Sakkari, who came into the tournament
ranked sixth in the world and also had a chance to get to
number two with a victory, will rise to a career-high
third. Both players struggled to find a rhythm on another
breezy day in the California desert, where their first set
featured six breaks of serve in what Swiatek called
“crazy” conditions. “For sure you could see that we are,
at the beginning, a little bit stressed, and the wind is also
not helping,” Swiatek said.

“But I’m pretty glad that I played better and better
every game, and I managed to somehow find little bit of
balance even in these conditions. “It was pretty hard to
actually play the tactics that I wanted because of the
conditions. But I wanted just to stay consistent and really
solid because that’s the most important thing when the
ball is going, you know, in weird directions.” Trailing 5-4
in the first, Sakkari led 40-30 but sent two backhands
into the net to give Swiatek a set point, which the Greek
saved with forehand winner.

Sakkari came up with a service winner to save
another set point, then double faulted to give Swiatek a
third chance, the Pole taking the set when Sakkari
stroked a backhand into the net. With a set in hand,
Swiatek dominated in the second. Although she couldn’t
convert two break points in the second game as Sakkari
made it 1-1, Swiatek roared through the next six games
to close it out in 80 minutes and remain unbeaten in five
career WTA finals.

Sakkari’s step forward 
Sakkari fell to 1-4 in finals, her only title coming in

Rabat in 2019. But she said she leaves the tournament
with increased confidence. “I really believe I took a step
forward this week, even though I lost today,” she said.
“I’m disappointed. I’m not going to hide that. I’m very
disappointed I did not win today. But there are a lot of
positive things that I’ll take with me.” That includes join-
ing Stefanos Tsitsipas as the only Greek players to be
ranked third in world. “When I think about it, I can’t
believe there’s only two girls above me right now,” she
said. “I’m very proud that myself and Stefanos have actu-
ally grown tennis in Greece. Having two players in that
ranking position is something huge for us.” —AFP

Marseille beat rivals Nice; Rennes hammer Metz 6-1

Pakistan stun West 
Indies to end World 
Cup drought
HAMILTON: Pakistan ended an 18-match losing
streak at Women’s Cricket World Cups with an
eight-wicket win over the West Indies in Hamilton
yesterday, blowing open the race for the semi-finals.
In a rain-shortened match with innings of 20 overs,
Pakistan bowled superbly to contain the West

Indies’ potent batting line-up to 89-7 then over-
hauled the modest target with seven balls to spare.

It was their first win at the World Cup since the
2009 tournament in Australia, where they also beat
the West Indies. “This was desperately needed, we
all wanted that win,” said spinner Nida Dar, who
took a career-best 4-10. “This one goes to all the
Pakistani fans who are watching and supporting us.”

Pakistan remain out of the semi-finals reckoning
with one win in five matches but the shock result
will boost the West Indies’ rivals in a tight race for
the final four. The West Indies can still make the
semi-finals but need to beat South Africa and have
results involving India and England go their way.

“It’s a do-or-die situation now and we have to come
out banging,” West Indies captain Stafanie Taylor
said of her team’s match against South Africa on
Thursday.

Taylor admitted the total against Pakistan was
sub-par, crediting Pakistan’s spinners with choking
her side’s big hitters. “We knew that we had to
rotate strike to go big but we couldn’t get going,”
she said. Pakistan won the toss and opted to bowl
first after a deluge saw the start delayed by five
hours. Pakistan limited the West Indies to 23-1 in the
first five overs, then 38-2 at the halfway mark. Dar
ended her spell with a flourish, taking two wickets
off successive balls to finish the 16th over. —AFP

GAZOO Racing
celebrates 
victory in Rally
Sweden
KUWAIT: The GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally
Team (WRT) recently celebrated the first win this
season for its new GR YARIS Rally1 vehicle when
Kalle Rovanpera secured victory at Rally Sweden in
round two of the 2022 FIA World Rally
Championship. Rovanpera’s fellow Finnish driver
Esapekka Lappi claimed third place to complete a
double podium finish during his first start for the
team since 2018.

All three of the team’s drivers were part of a
close fight for victory for most of the rally on the
unfamiliar, high-speed, snow-covered roads around
the event’s new base in Umea. As the highest-
placed driver in the championship, Rovanpera was
disadvantaged by having to run first on the road in
the No. 69 Toyota GR YARIS Rally1, however, he
concluded the second day leading team-mate Elfyn
Evans by 8.3 seconds. 

Rovanpera won the first of the final day’s four
stages to add to his lead and finished 22seconds
clear as he and co-driver Jonne Halttunen secured
the third win of their WRC career in the No. 69
Toyota GR YARIS Rally1. The win places Rovanpera
14 points clear at the top of the Drivers’
Championship.  Lappi was in a close fight for sec-
ond position throughout the last day, and ultimately
finished just 8.6 seconds behind in the No. 4 Toyota
GR YARIS Rally1 as he and co-driver Janne Ferm
completed a fantastic comeback weekend with the
team. The result saw Toyota take the lead in the
Manufacturers’ Championship with a 24-point
advantage.

Akio Toyoda, President and CEO of Toyota
Motor Corporation, commented: “Kalle, Jonne, con-
gratulations on your victory! Also, I would like to
thank them for bringing the first WRC victory to the
GR YARIS Rally1. The team started working imme-
diately after Monte Carlo, testing on snow to pre-
pare for this rally. We were able to gain precious
data on how to improve the hybrid-electric system
in the harsh cold environment.

I hope we use this experience effectively not
only to win next year, but also to provide data to

suppliers so that we can continue competing in
motorsport while working towards carbon neutrali-
ty. For the fans, I appreciate your continued support
throughout the season until the last round, Rally
Japan.”

Over the years, Toyota has been participating in
many different forms of motorsports, including
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship
(WEC), and the Nurburgring 24 Hours endurance
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was
overseen by separate entities within the company
until April 2015, when Toyota established GR, will
consolidate all of its motorsport’s activities under

one in-house brand. 
Representing Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads build

the people, and the people build the cars,’ GR high-
lights the role of motorsports as a fundamental pil-
lar of Toyota’s commitment to making ‘ever-better’
cars. Harnessing years of experience gained under
the extreme conditions of various motorsports
events, GR aims to forge new technologies and
solutions that bring the freedom, adventure, and joy
of driving to everyone. Round three of the 2022 FIA
World Rally Championship is the Croatia Rally,
which will take place from 21 - 24 April on the
asphalt roads around the capital city Zagreb.

Shooting Grand Prix kicks off in Kuwait


