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Juve keep pressure  
on top three; Roma  
thump Lazio 

 
ROME: Juventus put their Champions League woes 
behind them to consolidate fourth place in Serie A on 
Sunday with a 2-0 win over basement club Salernitana, 
while Roma stunned city rivals Lazio 3-0 with three 
first-half goals. Days after their 3-0 European humilia-
tion by Villarreal, Juventus kept their push to recapture 
the Serie A title alive with a win which moves them one 
point behind champions Inter Milan who are third, with 
a game in hand, and were held 1-1 at home by Fiorentina 
on Saturday. Leaders AC Milan have a three-point 
advantage on Napoli, with Juve seven points off top 
spot. “There was a risk that the Champions League 
elimination would hit us, because no one expected us to 
go out,” said Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri. “The boys 
reacted well. The important thing was to win, and to 
stretch the gap over those who are chasing us.” In 
Rome, Tammy Abraham bagged a brace, scoring the 
opener within the first minute at the Stadio Olimpico. 
The England striker quickly added a second before 
Lorenzo Pellegrini’s stunning free-kick. 

“Today was truly special, because it seemed like the 
players were able to execute everything we had planned 
out there on the pitch,” said Roma coach Jose Mourinho 
whose side had lost the first derby 3-2. Roma moved up 
to sixth at the expense of Lazio who slipped out of the 
European places. Atalanta jumped above Maurizio 
Sarri’s men into fifth with a 1-0 win over Bologna, as 18-
year-old Moustapha Cisse came on as a substitute and 
scored a late winner on his debut. In Turin, Allegri’s Juve 
stretched their unbeaten league run to 16 matches and 
have an opportunity to move third when they host Inter 
in their next game after the international break. Dusan 
Vlahovic teed up Paulo Dybala to open the scoring in 
the fifth minute for the Argentine’s first goal in two 
months on the eve of resuming laborious negotiations 
over a possible contract extension.  

The Argentine, whose current deal ends in June, 
only returned after several weeks out with thigh and 
hip injuries in the late stages of the loss to Villarreal. 
This time he played just under an hour and came off 
to a standing ovation from the fans at the Juventus 
Stadium. —AFP

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund were held to a 1-1 
draw at Cologne on Sunday as Erling Haaland 
made his first start in two months, leaving Bayern 
Munich six points clear in the Bundesliga. After 
Robert Lewandowski scored twice in Bayern’s 4-0 
thrashing of Union Berlin on Saturday, second-
placed Dortmund lost ground in the title race with 
seven games left.  

“It was intense, there was a lot of back and forth,” 
Dortmund centre-back Manuel Akanji told DAZN. 
“We had a lot of chances, but in the end we just 
didn’t score. That’s not enough.” Haaland cut a frus-
trated figure as he returned to the starting line-up 
for the first time since January following injury, and 
has now failed to score in his last three appearances. 

Two of those have come as a substitute, but it is 
the longest the 21-year-old Norwegian has gone 
without a goal since joining Dortmund in January 
2020. Dortmund took the lead after just eight min-
utes when Marius Wolf  snapped up a Jude 
Bellingham pass and scored his second goal in as 
many games. Cologne were level by half-time after 
Anthony Modeste’s flick was tapped in at the far 
past by his forward partner Sebastian Andersson. 
Dortmund showed few ideas of how to break down 
the resilient Cologne defence in the second half. 

 
Paulinho grabs two goals  

Earlier, Brazilian Paulinho came off the bench to 
score a late double and give Bayer Leverkusen a 
morale-boosting 2-0 win at Wolfsburg after a 
three-match losing streak. Paulinho came on for 
the final 10 minutes and changed the game with his 
first Bundesliga goals for more than two years as 
Leverkusen reclaimed third place in the table. “I’m 
most happy for Paulinho,” Leverkusen captain 
Lukas Hradecky told DAZN. “He runs and makes 
spaces for the team, now like a ketchup bottle, his 
goals burst out.” 

The 21-year-old winger embarked on a mazy 
run to the edge of the Wolfsburg penalty area 
before hitting the net with four minutes remaining. 
He struck again in stoppage time by heading in a 

Kerem Demirbay cross after being left unmarked 
in the area. Leverkusen’s derby defeat at home to 
Cologne last Sunday was sandwiched between 
home and away losses to Atalanta in the last 16 of 
the Europa League. Leverkusen’s squad has been 
decimated by injuries over the last seven days. Dutch 
right-back Timothy Fosu-Mensah is set to miss the 
rest of the season after tearing his right hamstring in 
Thursday’s home defeat to Atalanta. Both defender 
Jeremie Frimpong and attacking midfielder Florian 
Wirtz will miss the remainder of the season after 
damaging ankle and knee ligaments respectively in 
the loss to Cologne. 

 
Frustration for Leipzig  

Fourth-placed RB Leipzig were held to a frus-
trat ing goal less  draw at  home to Eintracht 
Frankfurt. “We are disappointed because of the 
huge chances we had-normally we take them,” 

Leipzig coach Domenico Tedesco told DAZN. 
Hosts Leipzig had by far the better chances at the 
Red Bull Arena as Konrad Laimer hit the Eintracht 
crossbar in the first half after Mohamed Simakan 
had a shot saved onto the post. 

Three days after needing an extra-time goal 
to squeeze past Real Betis in the Europa League 
to book a clash with Barcelona in the quarter-
finals, Frankfurt looked jaded, failing to have a 
single shot on target.  

Leipzig last played the previous Sunday hav-
ing had a full week off due to their bye into the 
Europa League quarter-f inals . Their  last-16 
opponents  Spartak  Moscow were exc luded 
from the competition as part of a ban by UEFA 
on all Russian clubs following the invasion of 
Ukraine. Leipzig have drawn Leverkusen’s van-
quishers Atalanta in the Europa League last 
eight. —AFP

Dortmund held at 
Cologne to leave  
Bayern 6 points clear

COLOGNE: Dortmund’s German midfielder Marius Wolf and Cologne’s Austrian midfielder Louis Schaub (bot-
tom) vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match FC Cologne v Borussia 
Dortmund on March 20, 2022. —AFP

KUWAIT:  Zain, the leading digital service 
provider in Kuwait, announced its main partnership 
with the Kuwait International Rally 2022 (third 
round of the FIA Middle East Rally Championship). 
The event, organized by the Kuwait International 
Motorsports Club at Kuwait Motor Town in Arifjan, 
came under the patronage of Minister of Public 
Works and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Ali 
Al-Mousa.  

The rally was attended by Minister of Public 
Works and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Ali 
Al-Mousa, Deputy Director of Competitive Sports 
Affairs at the Public Authority for Sports Dr Saqer 
Al-Mulla, President of the Kuwait International 
Motorsports Club Emad Bukhamseen, and Chief 
Corporate Communications and Relations Officer 
of Zain Kuwait Waleed Al-Khashti.  

During his speech at the opening ceremony, Zain 
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications and 
Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti said: “Four 
years ago, Kuwait Motor Town hosted the Kuwait 
International Rally as the very first global event 
held at this outstanding sporting venue. Zain was at 
the forefront of supporters to this event back in 
2018, which witnessed great global reception and 
contributed to elevating the Kuwaiti sports scene”.  

Al-Khashti added: “We are excited to collabo-
rate with our colleagues at the Kuwait International 
Motorsports Club to be the main partner of the 
Kuwait International Rally 2022, which came back 
after a halt of over two years due to the pandemic”.  

Al-Khashti explained: “At Zain, we are a strong 
believer in the vital role played by private sector 

institutions in developing the local youth and sports 
sectors. We make this belief a reality by supporting 
and shouldering many of the major competitions 
and sporting events hosted by the nation, including 
this rally that is part of the FIA Middle East Rally 
Championship”.  

Al-Khashti continued: “In addition, we are very 
proud to continue supporting and sponsoring many 
Kuwaiti athletes who represent our nation across 

local, regional, and international arenas, and attain 
the highest accolades, many of which compete in 
motorsports”.  

The Kuwait International Rally 2022 was organ-
ized by the Kuwait International Motorsports Club 
in collaboration with the Public Authority for 
Sports, and represented the third round of the FIA 
Middle East Rally Championship. The competition’s 
6 rounds were held at Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan, 

Lebanon, and Cyprus, and featured some of the top 
local and regional champions.  

Zain’s role not only focuses on economic and 
business activities, but also extends to contribute 
significantly to various areas within the Kuwaiti 
society, including sports. The company has endless 
confidence in the competencies of Kuwaiti athletes 
and their capabilities in excelling in different fields, 
on both regional and international levels. 

Zain main partner of Kuwait 
International Rally 2022

Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Ali Al-Mousa recognizes Zain 
for its sponsorship.  

Chief Corporate Communications and Relations Officer of Zain 
Waleed Al-Khashti with World Champion Nasser Al-Attiyah and 
Kuwaiti Champion Mishari Al-Thefiri. 


