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Panel discusses amendments 
to residency law for foreigners
MP wants foreigners to undergo DNA test to enter Kuwait

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s interior and defense 
committee yesterday discussed sweeping amendments 
to the 1959 residency law for foreigners, which calls to 
grant foreign investors a residence permit for up to 15 
years. Rapporteur of the committee MP Saadoun 
Hammad said the panel reviewed the government-spon-
sored amendments with Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah and top ministry officials and decid-
ed to hold another meeting to vote on the amendments. 

The amendments allow Kuwaiti women to sponsor 
their foreign spouses and children, provided the woman 
is not a naturalized citizen. Foreign women who are 
divorced or widows of Kuwaiti husbands have the right 
to obtain residency, provided they have children. 

According to the amendments, expats who are on a 
visit visa should leave after three months, unless the visa 
has been renewed, but not for more than a year. Expats 
can obtain a residence permit for up to five years, while 
children of Kuwaiti women and owners of real estate can 
get a residence permit of up to 10 years. Both can be 
renewed for a similar duration. 
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KABUL: The Taleban ordered girls’ 
secondary schools in Afghanistan to 
shut on Wednesday just hours after 
they reopened, sparking heartbreak 
and confusion over the policy reversal 
by the hardline Islamist group. The U-
turn was announced after thousands 
of girls resumed lessons for the first 
time since August, when the Taleban 
seized control of the country and 
imposed harsh restrictions on women. 

The education ministry offered no 
coherent explanation even as officials 
held a ceremony in the capital to 
mark the start of the academic year, 
saying it was a matter for the coun-
try’s leadership.  

“In Afghanistan, especially in the 
villages, the mindsets are not ready,” 
spokesman Aziz Ahmad Rayan told 
reporters. “We have some cultural 
restrictions... but the main spokesmen 
of the Islamic Emirate will offer better 
clarifications.” 

A Taleban source told AFP the 
decision came after a meeting late 
Tuesday by senior officials in the 
southern city of Kandahar, the move-
ment’s de facto power center and con-
servative spiritual heartland. —AFP

KABUL: Girls attend class after their school reopened on March 23, 2022, 
before closing just hours later. — AFP 

Afghan girls 
sent home 
from schools

RABAT: As Morocco withers under 
its worst drought in 40 years, experts 
warn that a combination of climate 
change and bad resource manage-
ment could trigger severe drinking 
water shortages. “The country hasn’t 
seen a situation like this since the start 
of the 1980s,” said water policy 
expert Abderrahim Hendouf. 

While it was usually farmers who 
bore the brunt of repeated droughts in 

the North African kingdom, today 
water supplies to cities are under 
threat, water minister Nizar Baraka 
told parliament in mid-March. 
Morocco has had little rain since 
September, and authorities say its 
reservoirs have received just 11 percent 
of what they would in an average year. 

“That’s a worrying sign,” Abdelaziz 
Zerouali, the water ministry’s head of 
research and planning, told state tele-
vision station M2, adding that some 
preemptive measures had been taken 
to mitigate the risks. Two major cities, 
tourist hub Marrakesh and Oujda in 
the east, already started tapping into 
groundwater reserves in December to 
ensure adequate supplies. 
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AGADIR, Morocco: In this file photo taken on Oct 22, 2020, a farmer walks 
among orange trees dried out by drought on Morocco’s southern plains in the 
country’s agricultural heartland. — AFP  

Water fears as 
Morocco hit by 
severe drought

GAZA: Ukrainian Viktoria Saidam, accompanied by her 
Palestinian husband Ibrahim Saidam, shows an image on 
her mobile phone at their family home in the refugee 
camp of Bureij on March 22, 2022.  — AFP  

Fleeing invasion, 
Ukrainian woman 
reaches Gaza 
 
GAZA: After Russia invaded Ukraine, Viktoria Saidam 
knew she needed to find a “safer place” than Kyiv and 
ultimately chose her husband’s homeland - a Palestinian 
territory not typically associated with security: Gaza. 
Saidam, 21, was born Viktoria Breij in Vinnytsia, a town 
some 200 km southwest of Ukraine’s capital. While 
studying pharmacy in Kyiv, she met Ibrahim Saidam, a 

medical student from Bureij, a refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip, the Zionist-blockaded Mediterranean enclave 
home to 2.3 million Palestinians. 

Since they married two years ago, Viktoria Saidam had 
been keen to get to Gaza to meet her in-laws, but the 
Russian assault launched on Feb 24 accelerated that long-
anticipated family gathering, she told AFP. “We understood 
that there was no way to know what tomorrow would 
bring. The number of dead and dying was rising every 
day,” said the young woman, sobbing as she watched 
videos of Russian strikes destroying buildings in Ukraine. 

Their first move was to pack up, leave Kyiv and head 
to Vinnytsia. They left the town before a March 7 
Russian bombardment on Vinnytsia’s airport  
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Putin chose war.  
We remain united 

US Ambassador to Kuwait
By Alina L Romanowski

Op-Ed

This is a dangerous moment for the world. 
By launching his unlawful, unprovoked, 
and brutal war in Ukraine, Vladimir Putin 

has committed an assault on the principles that 
uphold global peace and security. This isn’t the 
first time, of course, that Putin decided his 
country could invade another with impunity. 
Moscow’s further invasion of Ukraine is part of 
a pattern of the Kremlin’s destructive behavior: 
Russia invaded Georgia in 2008, occupied 
Crimea and parts of eastern Ukraine in 2014, 
and has stationed troops in Moldova without 
host government consent for decades. 

Putin’s war in Ukraine evokes painful memo-
ries among Kuwaitis who lived through 
Saddam’s brutal invasion of their country in 
1990, as well as among the Americans who 
served during the liberation. Like Saddam, the 
Russian President denied the history and inde-
pendence of his neighbor to justify an unpro-
voked military incursion with the goal of sub-
verting that neighboring state’s sovereignty to 
his own complete control. Just as the United 
States stood with Kuwait then, we stand behind 
Ukraine and its people today, to uphold 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity in 
the face of the Kremlin’s flagrant violation of 
international law.   

In Ukraine, Putin has embarked on a cam-
paign of terror as he did in Syria, with airstrikes 
indiscriminately destroying hospitals and critical 
civilian infrastructure. On March 10 in Ukraine, 
Russian forces bombed a maternity and chil-
dren’s hospital, killing three civilians including a 
child. As in Syria, Russian forces escalated 
attacks to include humanitarian convoys and 
civilians, while also relying on disinformation 
campaigns to cover their tracks. The world is 
watching this conflict closely,  
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Dar Yamama, in the presence of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who presented to HH the Amir Mohammad Al-Fares, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Oil and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs, Ali Al-Mousa, Minister of Public Works and Minister of Electricity and Water And Renewable Energy, and Mohammad Al-Rajhi, Minister of State for 
National Assembly Affairs and Minister of State for Youth Affairs, who took the constitutional oath before him on the occasion of their appointment. — KUNA (See Page 3) 
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