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Foreign investors can get a residence permit for up to 

15 years with guidelines and conditions to be set by the 
Council of Ministers, according to the amendments. 
Legal expat residents, with the exception of children of 
Kuwaiti women, owners of real estate and investors, can-
not stay outside the country for more than six months 
otherwise it will be automatically cancelled. Domestic 
workers’ duration of stay abroad is only four months. 

Expats who resign or are sacked from government 
jobs can seek work with others, provided their former 
employers agree. The amendments state that the interior 
ministry will set out all fees related to residencies and 
their renewal. 

MP Hammad also said that the committee approved in 
principle a draft law by the interior ministry that calls to 
grant foreign wives of Kuwaiti husbands Kuwaiti citizen-
ship after 18 years of marriage, extending the duration by 
more than 10 years. The bill also calls to grant widows 
and divorced wives of Kuwaiti husbands citizenship, also 
after 18 years, provided they have children. Hammad said 
the committee will meet later to vote on the bill. 

MP Bader Al-Humaidi yesterday submitted a draft 
law stating that foreigners who apply to enter the coun-
try must undergo medical tests and a DNA test proving 
they are free of psychological diseases. The bill states 
that foreigners who wish to enter Kuwait for work or as 
a dependent or for carrying out any business activity 
must produce a health certificate stating they are free of 
chronic, infectious and psychological diseases. On top of 
that, a DNA test is required. 

The lawmaker said the medical and DNA tests should 
show the foreigner is free of serious genetic and infec-
tious diseases like hepatitis, kidney ailments and tuber-
culosis, in addition to psychological disorders.

Panel discusses 
amendments...
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The government in February also released a 
package of around one billion euros in aid to the 
beleaguered agricultural sector, which makes up 
some 14 percent of GDP and is the top employer in 
the Moroccan countryside. “We need to change our 
vision of water,” Zerouali told a conference on the 
right to water in Rabat. “Climate change is real and 
we will have to face it.” 

Moroccans have access to just 600 cu m of 
water per person per year, far below the 2,600 cu 
m they enjoyed in the 1960s. According to the 
United Nations’ definition, water scarcity occurs 
when supplies drop below 1,000 cu m per person 
annually, while supplies of under 500 cu m are 
considered “absolute scarcity”. 

The decline in supplies in Morocco is a result of a 
mix of environmental factors, high demand and over-
exploitation of groundwater for farming, according to 
Baraka. In a recent report for the Moroccan Institute 
for Policy Analysis, Amal Ennabih wrote that 
“Morocco’s water scarcity is deeply linked to the 
way water is used in irrigation, consuming around 80 
percent of Morocco’s water annually”. —AFP

Water fears as 
Morocco hit by...

Continued from Page 1 
 
killed nine people according to Ukraine’s emergency 

services. “My husband and I had to look for a safer place 
than Ukraine,” Saidam said. “We chose his homeland, 
Gaza.” The couple fled Ukraine by minibus and then on 
foot, walking across the Romanian border. 

They then flew to Cairo and from there headed for the 
Rafah crossing with southern Gaza. The young woman 
said she knows “the reality” of life in Gaza, a territory 
controlled by the Islamist group Hamas since 2007 and 
under strict Zionist blockade for 15 years now. The unem-
ployment rate is above 50 percent, the electricity supply 
is sporadic and conflict can flare at any time. 

Hamas has fought four wars with the Zionist entity 
since taking power in Gaza. The most recent conflict in 
May last year saw the Zionist entity pound the enclave 
with air strikes. “There was a war here, and it can start 
again, but we had to leave Ukraine and (Gaza) was safe,” 

Saidam said. “We don’t know what will happen tomor-
row,” added the Ukrainian woman who converted to Islam 
shortly after her wedding and who so far speaks only a 
few words of Arabic. “We hope and pray for the best.” 

According to Ukraine’s diplomatic office in Ramallah, 
in the Zionist-occupied West Bank, there are some 
2,500 Ukrainians in Gaza, mostly women who have mar-
ried Palestinian men who studied abroad, like Ibrahim. 
The impeccably coiffed 23-year-old husband, who 
speaks fluent Ukrainian, told AFP that, having lived 
through three of the Gaza wars, he has “some experi-
ence” with conflict. 

In Ukraine, “a week before the start of the war, I pre-
pared some provisions. But we didn’t expect it to be so 
fierce,” he said. “We could have gone to European 
countries to seek asylum, but I preferred to return to 
Gaza because I feel safe here and I know how things 
work.” Comfortably settled at the Saidam family home, 
Viktoria Saidam said she was doing well but also that 
“fear and panic” grip her when she speaks to her broth-
er and sister who are still in Ukraine. “I still cannot 
believe that what has happened isn’t a dream, it’s horri-
ble,” she said. “I’m dreaming of the day my husband and 
I can go home.” — AFP 

Fleeing invasion, 
Ukrainian woman...

MOSCOW: Russia’s forces in Ukraine appear to be turn-
ing to a war of attrition with devastating effect on civilians, 
after failing to secure hoped-for swift gains when 
President Vladimir Putin launched the invasion one month 
ago. The US government says recent days have brought 
more intense aerial and naval bombardment as Ukrainian 
resistance holds up the invaders’ advance on land. 

Attacking forces remain 15 kilometres (10 miles) 
from the Ukrainian capital Kyiv to the north-west and 
30 kilometres away to the east, able only to bombard it 
from a distance. While US President Joe Biden has said 
Putin’s “back is against the wall in Ukraine”, US Defense 
Department spokesman John Kirby told CNN Tuesday 
that Ukrainian forces were now even “going after 
Russians” who were losing morale as food and fuel run 
out. Capturing Kyiv had appeared the Russians’ top tar-
get as they entered the country on February 24, hoping 
to topple President Volodymyr Zelensky’s administra-
tion. But despite mobilising a force of between 150,000 
and 200,000 troops, Moscow failed to anticipate any-
thing other than weak resistance-likely owing to 
Russian intelligence failures-and made sloppy logistical 
preparations. 

Even now, Russia does not have complete control of 
the skies over Ukraine, complicating their entire offensive. 

“The Russian lack a real command and control policy,” a 
former top French military officer told AFP, pointing to 
lack of coordination between ground and air forces and 
the strikes’ lack of precision. 

 
Siege warfare  

The number of soldiers killed cannot be verified, 
although the Pentagon estimates as many as 7,000 
Russian dead in the first month according to the New 
York Times. That would amount to more losses than the 

US suffered in the years-long occupations of Iraq and 
Afghanistan combined. 

“Putin’s offensive is stuck despite all the destruction 
that it is bringing day after day,” German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said Wednesday. For its part, Kyiv acknowledged 
1,300 troops killed in action on March 12 — likely well 
below the real figure according to observers. 

With their forces bogged down, the Russians have 
transformed their offensive into a string of sieges appar-
ently aimed at wearing down and demoralising the 

Ukrainian population. Around 10 million people have left 
their homes, while the UN human rights chief says almost 
3.6 million have quit the country. 

“The more the Russian infantry struggles, the higher 
the army climbs up the scale of brutality and the dispro-
portionate use of air power,” a European source close to 
NATO told AFP. “Putin needs a deal, so he needs victo-
ries.” Throughout the one-month offensive, Russia has 
only captured one major urban centre-Kherson in south 
Ukraine. Mariupol to the east remains subjected to a 
siege that has caused international outrage. Uncaptured 
northern cities like Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest 
urban centre, are under constant bombardment, while 
pressure is also growing on those in the south and east. 
Mykolaiv, which blocks the way along the Black Sea 
coast towards Odessa, is also under artillery fire. 

 
Devastation  

But Russia has yet to put much emphasis on diplomat-
ic efforts and analysts warn that even if a ceasefire were 
agreed it could just allow Moscow to buy time and 
rebuild its forces. More than 200,000 people are stuck in 
Mariupol, reduced in large part to corpse-strewn ruins 
and cut off from necessities like food, water, electricity 
and heat. Russia’s determination to capture the port city 
is in proportion to its strategic worth, potentially linking 
annexed Crimea by land with the pro-Russian separatist 
territories of the Donbas. A firmer grasp on Ukraine’s east 
could ultimately allow the invaders to encircle the 
Ukrainian defenders fighting there. “The next chapter in 
this war could prove even uglier as it will likely turn into a 
war of attrition, with greater bombardment of civilian 
areas,” Michael Kofman of the US-based CNA think-
tank wrote on Twitter. “Russian forces will probably try 
to compensate for poor performance by inflicting greater 
destruction.”— AFP 

Russia turns to attrition one 
month into Ukraine war

Russia does not have complete control of the skies over Ukraine

Capturing Kyiv  
is Russia’s  
top target

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine: A man sells second hand useful items on his 37 years old Soviet car in the center of 
Mykolaiv, southern Ukraine, on March 22, 2022. The southern city is a key obstacle for Russian forces trying to 
move west from Crimea to take Odessa, Ukraine’s major port on the Black Sea. — AFP 

US less optimistic  
over reaching Iran  
nuclear deal 
 
 
WASHINGTON: US optimism that a deal to restore 
the 2015 agreement to limit Iran’s nuclear developed has 
soured, with the State Department warning Tuesday it 
was headed toward “Plan B” if Tehran doesn’t budge. 
Just a week ago Washington officials were hopeful that 
an agreement that aimed to halt Iran’s march toward 
nuclear weapons capability, after almost one year of 
negotiations, was within reach. 

“”We are close to a possible deal, but we’re not 
there yet,” State Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on March 16. “We do think the remaining issues can be 
bridged.” US officials said they thought Tehran would 
reach an agreement after Sunday’s celebration of 
Nowruz, the Persian New Year. 

 
Mood shift  

But that tone suddenly changed the following day. “I 
want to be clear that an agreement is neither imminent 
nor is it certain,” Price said Monday. And on Tuesday, 
while refusing to say the talks had reached an impasse, 
Price said the United States had contingency plans if a 
deal could not be reached and Iran’s alleged plans to 
develop nuclear weapons were not halted. 

“The onus is on Tehran to make decisions that it 
might consider difficult,” Price told reporters. “In fact 
we are preparing equally for scenarios with and without 
a mutual return to full implementation of the JCPOA,” he 
said, referring to the formal name of the 2015 deal, the 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. 
The administration of president Donald Trump uni-

laterally abrogated the six-party JCPOA in 2018, accus-
ing Tehran of violating its terms and branding it a weak 
deal. Experts said Iran had mostly stuck to the terms, 
but months after the US pullout, the Islamic republic 
began ramping up its nuclear program with activities 
that would enhance its ability to build a nuclear weapon. 

Last April, three months after he took office, President 
Joe Biden started new negotations to revive the 2015 
agreement, promising an easing of punishing sanctions in 
exchange for restoring JCPOA controls. But the talks 
have proceeded with the knowledge that Tehran has 
already moved much closer to nuclear weapons “break-
out,” which would render the JCPOA moot. 

 
Political choices  

Both sides have said in recent weeks that the other 
has to make tough political choices. And Tehran is 
believed to be holding out for two objectives: a guarantee 
of some protection if the United States again pulls out 
from the deal, and the removal of Washington’s official 
“Foreign Terrorist Organization” designation of the pow-
erful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).—AFP 

Surviving  
homelessness  
in NY City 
 
 
NEW YORK:  Sekou Salaam knows all too well the 
dangers of living on New York’s streets. Homeless for six 
months, he says he’s been beaten with a metal pipe and 
repeatedly threatened with knives. “It’s real out here. You 
can get hurt, you can get killed,” the 55-year-old told 
AFP, after eating a free lunch at the Bowery Mission, 
which helps poor and hungry New Yorkers, in Lower 
Manhattan. 

The dangers facing America’s homeless were high-
lighted earlier this month when a man murdered two 
homeless men and wounded three others during a string 
of shootings in New York and Washington. Activists say 
attacks on homeless people in the United States are ris-
ing as the pandemic compounds mental illness and drug 
addiction and as gun crime soars. They also accuse 
politicians of worsening the problem with policies that 
stigmatize the homeless. The shootings on the second 
weekend of March as the men slept outdoors spread 
fear amongst New York’s roughly 50,000 homeless. “I 
was alarmed, like whoa I’ll be careful where I lay my 
head,” said Salaam, who often seeks refuge in outdoor 
dining sheds that have proliferated during the pandemic. 

“But you can’t protect yourself while you’re asleep,” 
he added. “People are able to steal from you, so obvi-
ously they’re gonna be able to kill you.” Thirty-nine-
year-old Arnie Medero, homeless for five years, says 
“precautions” he takes to stay safe include never sleep-
ing in the same spot and scattering broken glass so he 

hears people coming. “I’m always on alert. My guard is 
always up,” he told AFP. 

Data compiled by the city show that the number of 
homeless murdered in New York City soared from seven 
in 2018 to 22 in 2021. In October 2019, four were beaten 
to death with a pipe by another homeless man in a killing 
spree in Manhattan. Although there are no nationwide 
statistics, because most police departments don’t track 
housing status, the National Coalition for the Homeless 
believes attacks are increasing across the country. 

“Anecdotally, we can say that the numbers are 
increasing. Violence is definitely on the rise,” executive 
director Donald Whitehead told AFP. On March 15, 
Washington police charged 30-year-old Gerald Brevard 
III with first-degree murder for the New York and 
Washington shootings. He has a lengthy criminal record 
and history of mental illness. — AFP

NEW YORK: Homeless people and others in need recieve 
free lunches at a canteen at the Bowery Mission, a non-
profit organization caring for New Yorkers experiencing 
homelessness, hunger and other crises, at its campus in 
New York City on March 16, 2022. — AFP 

US State Department spokesman Ned Price —  AFP 
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and when Russian forces commit atrocities, we 

will pursue all international mechanisms to bring all 
those responsible to account. 

 The UN High Commission for Refugees reports 
that more than six million Ukrainians have been inter-
nally displaced or forced to flee Ukraine. As leaders 
in the humanitarian field, Kuwaitis know well the 
long-term toll exacted by long-term displacements of 
millions of civilians as in Syria and Yemen. Just as 
nations were poised to recuperate from the econom-
ic devastation of COVID-19, Putin’s war of choice is 
driving up inflation and roiling global markets. 
Dozens of major US and global companies have 
shuttered their offices in Russia, in revulsion at 
Putin’s invasion. 

Putin’s aggression will cost Russia profoundly - 
economically, socially, and strategically. Countless 
Russians, including prominent activists, journalists, 
artists, athletes, and average citizens have been tar-
geted by the Kremlin for their anti-war sentiments, 
including nearly 15,000 arrested in peaceful demon-
strations. President Biden’s sweeping financial sanc-

tions, coupled with an American ban on Russian 
energy imports, are the severest measures of their 
kind against a major economic power. And they’re 
working: one Russian ruble is now worth less than 
one American penny or two Kuwaiti fils.   

The next few days, weeks, and months will be 
incredibly difficult for the people of Ukraine; togeth-
er with our Allies and partners across the globe, the 
United States will continue to support them as they 
defend their country. We are grateful to Kuwait, one 
of our closest allies in the region, for co-sponsoring a 
UN Security Council resolution denouncing Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, the first Arab country on a list of 
more than 80 nations to do so. And more recently, as 
an act of Kuwaiti generosity, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah issued a 
directive announcing $2 million in aid to Ukrainian 
refugees. 

When the history of this era is written, it will show 
that Putin’s choice to launch an unprovoked, unjust, 
and premeditated attack left peace-loving nations 
around the world more unified and Russia exponen-
tially weaker and more isolated. Liberty, self-deter-
mination, and human dignity are forces far more 
powerful than fear and oppression, as countless citi-
zens inside Russia are attesting through their acts of 
defiance and protest against the Kremlin’s war. In the 
contest between liberty and autocracy, between sov-
ereignty and subjugation, make no mistake: Freedom 
will prevail. 

Putin chose war.  
We remain...
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