
KUTUPALONG, Bangladesh: Saying she saw
with her own eyes her two daughters killed by the
Myanmar military, Rahima Khatun is hopeful the
US designation of the 2017 onslaught against the
Rohingya as “genocide” will bring some justice.
The girls, thrown into a burning house as their
village was razed to the ground, were among
thousands of victims of a brutal crackdown
against Myanmar’s long-marginalised Muslim
minority.

Myanmar’s junta denies the allegations and the
case is currently being heard at the United Nations’
highest court at The Hague, but the US declaration
has provided hope for justice among many Rohingya.
“The Myanmar military
slaughtered and raped
women. One day they
came and threw our chil-
dren alive into the fire. My
two daughters were
among them,” said Khatun,
52, tears rolling down her
cheeks at a refugee camp
in Bangladesh.

The crackdown
prompted an exodus of
about 740,000 people
into Bangladesh, joining more than 100,000 others
who had fled earlier waves of violence. They live in
a vast network of squalid camps made up of bam-
boo shacks, refusing to return home until Myanmar
ensures the rights of the Rohingya.

Washington said this week there was clear evi-
dence of an attempt at the “destruction” of the
minority group. Community leaders in the camps,
activists and victims told AFP that the US move
would bring Myanmar’s military to account and —
perhaps — allow them to go back and rebuild their
villages and lives across the border.

“We have been waiting for a long time for this
day. The US is the world’s most powerful nation.

Their decision will reverberate across the world.
Maybe we’ll get justice soon,” local leader Sayed
Ullah told AFP. Ullah, 33, who heads a Rohingya
rights group in the camps, also lost several relatives
and dozens of fellow villagers during the 2017
offensive.

Young Rohingya activist Sawyeddollah, 23, said
news of the US decision spread like wildfire
through the settlements, with people sharing video
of Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s speech on
cellphones. “I hope the Biden administration will
create a quick tribunal to go for action to imple-
ment their decision,” Sawyeddollah said.

“America didn’t say anything all these years. But
yesterday’s decision made
all of us very happy,” said
Robi Ullah, 45, another
refugee. Siraj Ullah, 65, said
he offered prayers to God
to express gratitude to the
United States. “I hope they
(the US) can ensure our
repatriation as early as
possible. If we get all of our
rights back we are agreed
to go back to our homeland
instantly,” Ullah told AFP.

‘No genocidal intent’ 
Myanmar’s junta on Tuesday said it “categorical-

ly rejects” the US declaration. “Myanmar has never
engaged in any genocidal actions and does not have
any genocidal intent to destroy, in whole or in part,
a national, racial or religious group or any other
group,” it said.

Bangladesh, which has borne the brunt of shel-
tering the refugees, called the US decision overdue
but still “good news”, and said it would strengthen
the case against Myanmar at the International
Court of Justice.

“I believe, hopefully after the statement of the

US Secretary of State, they (Washington) will also
put more pressure on the Myanmar government so
that they take back their people as they have
already promised,” Bangladesh Foreign Minister
A.K. Abdul Momen said. He added however that
Myanmar was continuing to stall repatriation
efforts, most recently by issuing a list of 700
Rohingya who could return which he said was
“defective” and likely to be rejected by the
Rohingya community.

“The way the list is prepared, it feels like it lacks

goodwill and smacks of ulterior motives,” he said.
Mohammad Zafar, another Rohingya community
leader in Kutupalong, the biggest of the refugee
camps — and the largest in the world — played
down the prospect of returning home any time
soon. “I highly doubt whether it will bring any
change to our fate. We are literally stranded in a
foreign land for years, barely surviving,” he said.
“The damage has been done to us. Nothing can
compensate unless there are visible actions,”
Zafar told AFP. —AFP
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UKHIA, Bangladesh: In this picture taken on March 22, 2022, a Rohingya refugee child walks to her home at
Jamtoli refugee camp in Ukhia. Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled Buddhist-majority Myanmar follow-
ing the 2017 crackdown, which is now the subject of a genocide case at the United Nations’ highest court in
The Hague. —AFP

Black box of 
China Eastern 
jet recovered
WUZHOU, China:  A black box from the crashed
China Eastern air l iner was recovered on
Wednesday as investigators try to determine
what made the jet carrying 132 passengers nose-
dive into a mountainside in southern China. The
cause of the disaster has mystified aviation
authorities who have scoured rugged terrain for
clues, finding no survivors from what is almost
certain to be China’s deadliest plane crash in
nearly 30 years.

A f l ight recorder was found from China
Eastern f l ight MU5735 on Wednesday, Liu
Lusong, a spokesman for China’s aviation author-
ity, told reporters. State media later said it was
badly damaged. The stricken jet, a Boeing 737-
800, was equipped with two flight recorders: one
in the rear passenger cabin tracking flight data,
and the other a cockpit voice recorder.

“At present, it is unclear whether it is a data
recorder or a cockpit voice recorder” that has
been found, said Mao Yanfeng, an official at the
Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC),
according to state media.

Officials have refrained from declaring all of
the passengers dead despite the pulverised mass
of twisted metal and charred belongings that

recovery teams found on the mountainside. State
TV showed rescuers recovering the bright orange
box and placing it in a clear plastic bag.

On Wednesday afternoon AFP reporters saw a
small crowd of people guided by officials across
the police cordon that marks entry to the site,
huddled under umbrellas in the driving rain. One
middle-aged man later confirmed that he was the
relative of someone on the flight, and asked the
media not to crowd around him.

Rescue work is  ongoing across the huge
45,200 square metre crash zone, officials said at
a press conference Wednesday. Orange-clad res-
cuers have been using dogs, drones and scanners
to scour the debris scattered across the moun-
tainside.

The Boeing 737-800 plane went down near
Wuzhou in southern China on Monday afternoon
after losing contact with air traffic control. Up
until that point, communication with ground staff
had been normal, state media reported.

Sharp drop 
Flight tracking website FlightRadar24 showed

the jet sharply dropped from an altitude of 29,100
to 7,850 feet (about 8,900 to 2,400 metres) in
just over a minute. After a brief upswing, it
dropped again to 3,225 feet, the tracker said.

The captain had more than 6,700 hours of
flight experience and the first co-pilot had more
than 31,000 hours of flight time, according to
officials at Wednesday’s press conference.

There was a second co-pilot on board, with
more than 550 hours of flight time. They were all

in good health with no known personal problems.
Rescuers were forced to pause the search on
Wednesday as rains raised risks to teams working
in the zone, where a large pit had been bored out
by the impact of the aircraft. A reporter for state
broadcaster CCTV given access to the crash area
said there were risks of “small-scale landslides”
as rain had destabilised the steep slopes.

President Xi Jinping was swift to order a
probe in to  the  crash , d ispatch ing sen ior
Communist Party officials to the scene, includ-
ing close aide Vice Premier Liu He. The CAAC
said  i t  would  conduct  a  two-week safety
inspection across the industry. —AFP

WUZHOU, China: Volunteers look on near the entrance
to Lv village which leads to the crash site of China
Eastern flight MU5375 in Wuzhou in southwestern
China’s Guangxi province on March 23, 2022.—AFP

6.7-magnitude 
quake rattles 
Taiwan, one hurt
TAIPEI, Taiwan: A magnitude 6.7 earthquake that
struck off the coast of Taiwan early Wednesday rat-
tled buildings and roused people from their sleep,
leaving one injured and causing a half-constructed
bridge in the island’s east to collapse.

Taiwan is regularly hit by earthquakes as it lies
near the junction of two tectonic plates. It does not
issue tsunami warnings unless a quake registers at
more than magnitude 7.0. The US Geological Survey
initially estimated the 1:41 am (1741 GMT Tuesday)
quake to be magnitude 6.9, but downgraded it to 6.6
before finally assessing it back up to 6.7.

It also revised the depth from an initial 10 kilo-
meters (six miles) to 24 km. The quake hit off
Taiwan’s east coast-near the island’s scenic tourist
city Hualien-but was felt over much of the island.

Government-issued alerts sent people’s cell

phones blaring, and social media lit up with people
posting their reactions on being woken up. “The
chandelier on my ceiling shook for more than three
minutes and didn’t stop,” local reporter Chao Li
wrote on Facebook. “It’s shaking so much, it scares
people to death,” he said in an accompanying video.
An AFP reporter also felt their building in Taipei’s
Zhongshan district shake a few minutes just after
1:41 am. Local media on Wednesday ran footage
from grocery stores that showed items flying off the
shelves when the quake hit.

Taiwan’s National Fire Agency confirmed on its
official Facebook page that a man in the southern
county of Taitung was hit by glass and had been
sent to hospital. A bridge under construction in
Hualien had also collapsed but there were no
injuries as traffic was not allowed around the area,
the agency said. Popular for its beaches and hiking
spots, Hualien saw a deadly 6.4-magnitude quake in
2018 which left 17 people dead and 300 injured.
“Please do not panic if there are aftershocks and we
urge the residents to be prepared for disaster pre-
vention,” the county government said in a statement
on its official Facebook page.

There were about 150 aftershocks, mostly under

3.6 magnitude, following the initial quake, said Chen
Kuo-chang, head of Taiwan’s Central Weather
Bureau’s Seismological Center. Earthquakes of 6.0
or more can prove deadly, although much depends
on where it strikes and at what depth. —AFP

‘We have 
been waiting
for this day’

Uganda issues arrest 
warrant for author 
KAMPALA, Uganda: A Ugandan court has issued
an arrest warrant for an award-winning author who
fled the country after being charged with insulting
President Yoweri Museveni and his son, his lawyer
said Wednesday.

Kakwenza Rukirabashaija was arrested shortly
after Christmas and charged with “offensive com-
munication” in a case that raised international con-
cern, with the European Union and the United

States calling for his release.
The 33-year-old said he was tortured during his

month-long detention and slipped out of the country
last month to seek treatment abroad for his injuries.
But on Wednesday, prosecutors asked the Kampala
court  to issue a warrant of arrest against the satiri-
cal novelist after he failed to show up for the trial.

The magistrate ordered he “be arrested and
brought to court,” lawyer Samuel Wanda told
AFP. It was not immediately clear if the warrant
would include an extradition request to Germany
where Rukirabashaija said he was exiled. The
charges against him relate to unflattering com-
ments on Twitter about Museveni, who has ruled
Uganda s ince 1986, and his  powerful  son

Muhoozi Kainerugaba.
In one post, he described Kainerugaba, a gener-

al who many Ugandans believe is positioning him-
self to take over from his 77-year-old father, as
“obese” and a “curmudgeon”. The author was
awarded the 2021 PEN Pinter Prize for an
International Writer of Courage, which is presented
annually to a writer who has been persecuted for
speaking out about their beliefs.

Rukirabashaija has been repeatedly arrested
since the publication of “The Greedy Barbarian”,
which describes high-level corruption in a fictional
country. At the time, he was accused of breaching
Covid-19 social distancing rules, inciting violence
and promoting sectarianism. —AFP
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Burkina attacks kill 24 

OUAGADOUGOU: Twenty-four soldiers have
been killed as violence surges in Burkina
Faso, 13 in a suspected jihadist ambush and 11
after a roadside bomb exploded, the army
said. The soldiers were killed Sunday in the
sixth and seventh attacks of their kind in the
landlocked West African nation in under two
weeks. An armed forces communique late
Tuesday said that in a “complex attack”
around Napade in the eastern region on
Sunday 11 soldiers had died. To the south of
Natiaboani, close to the border with Togo
and Ghana, “a security forces vehicle... hit an
improvised explosive device (IED),” a securi-
ty source had told AFP. The source had on
Monday given a provisional toll of five dead.
The army had also reported 13 killed Sunday
during a security operation in the east near
Natiaboani. —AFP

Vietnam jails activist 

HANOI: A Vietnamese activist has been sen-
tenced to five years in prison on charges of
propaganda against the state, his lawyer said
Wednesday. The communist state has strict
curbs on press freedom and moves swiftly to
stamp out dissent and arrest critics, especially
those who find an audience on social media
platforms. Le Van Dung, who had discussed
Vietnam’s socio-economics and politics in live
Facebook and YouTube videos, was arrested
in June last year on anti-state charges. “Dung
consistently rejected the allegations that his
speeches on his clips were illegal,” said his
lawyer Ha Huy Son. The activist, who also dis-
cussed Vietnam’s sometimes fractious rela-
tionship with neighbouring China, was sen-
tenced to five years imprisonment and five
years probation. His lawyer confirmed that he
would appeal. The 51-year-old’s arrest last
year-which came after he spent a month on
the run-was condemned by international
rights organisations. —AFP

Six children killed in Colombia 

BOGOTA: Six children died and over a dozen
were injured on Tuesday after their school bus
rolled down a cliff in northeastern Colombia, a
regional official said. “Unfortunately I have to
confirm (the) school bus accident on the
Laguna de Ortices-San Andres road, where 6
minors died and there are more than 15
injured,” tweeted Mauricio Aguilar, governor
of the mountainous Santander department,
where the tragedy occurred. The students had
left a rural school and were on their way back
to the town center of San Andres when the bus
went off the road, said Mayor Jose Rosember
Rojas, without adding further details into the
cause of the accident. Images published by
Colombian media show the bus in a steep
wooded area with its roof detached and sever-
al dislodged seats. Traffic accidents are one of
the main causes of death in Colombia. In 2021,
the country of 50 million experienced 7,200
road deaths. —AFP


