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Ukrainian filmmaker Oleg Sentsov
spent five years in a Russian jail for
protesting against its seizure of

Crimea, and now he is on the frontline
fighting for revenge. Instead of being
behind a camera, the winner of the EUʼs
Sakharov rights prize has signed up as a
territorial defense volunteer to fight back
Moscowʼs invasion. “This fighting is not
how you imagine it from the movies,”
says Sentsov, wearing khaki camouflage
and a beanie, a beard covering his previ-
ously clean shaven face.

“Close contact, shooting from small
arms, there is not so much of it. Most of
the time this is artillery and your task is to
hold the frontline in the trenches, and not
to die from the shelling,” he tells AFP. The
45-year-old coughs repeatedly from an ill-
ness he says that came on during a
break of a few days from serving on the
front against Russian forces in freezing
conditions.

Sentsov was forging a successful

career as an independent film director
when the Maidan protests in 2014 and
Russiaʼs subsequent annexation of
Crimea turned his life upside down. He
wrote and directed his first film “Gamer”
in 2011 on a budget of just $20,000, and
at the time of his arrest in 2014 was plan-
ning to make another film, “Rhino”.
Convicted of planning arson attacks, he
was sent to a penal colony in the Russian
Arctic where he staged a 145-day hunger
strike during which he lost 30 kilos (66

pounds) before his release in 2019.

Russian ʻcrueltyʼ 
Leaning against a barricade, Sentsov

says his long years behind bars in Russia
had shown him that Moscow would not
be satisfied with just taking Crimea.
“Some of my friends after I was released
from the captivity would say ʻOh, youʼre
so radical, hating Russians, they are not
so bad,” says the filmmaker. “But now
they understand me, because I spent five
years there, I saw how they treat
Ukrainians, Europeans, with their imperial
ambitions, their cruelty.”

The director had no hesitation joining
up when Russiaʼs President Vladimir
Putin launched its invasion of Ukraine on
February 24 “From the first days of war I
joined the Territorial Defense,” he says,
and spent two weeks manning check-
points on the outskirts of Kyiv. But he
was then pushed up to the “first line of
defence” alongside military units in the

forests in an undisclosed location out-
side Kyiv.

Russia “made a Vietnam” for the
Ukrainian forces with intense barrages of
shelling and rocket fire that they resisted,
says Sentsov. But he believes that with
Moscowʼs forces trying push on with their
stalled offensive and encircle the
Ukrainian capital, the fighting will get
even heavier. “If the offensive starts in
our direction, we will be the first line to
stop it and there will be more close com-
bat,” he says.

ʻSimple soldierʼ 
For now, the promising directing

career that saw Sentsovʼs films screened
at European film festivals seems a long
way off. “I am not filming now. First of all
there is no time. Second of all, I donʼt
wish to,” he said. Ukrainian officials
offered him work in the press office
“because of my famous name, but this
was not my path. My path is one of a sim-

ple soldier.” He said he had received let-
ters of support, including from the
European Film Academy and Ukrainian
filmmakers “but now during the wartime it
does not matter if you are a filmmaker or
a bus driver or a simple worker-we are all
soldiers”.

But he hopes to return to filmmaking
one day, even if it may take time to have
the “cold head” to make a movie about
the war. “I am not sure what kind of
movie I will make. I had already written
many scripts before the war. Perhaps I
will come up with some ideas here,” he
said. For now though, he will continue to
view the war through a rifle sight instead
of a camera viewfinder. “I lived different
lives, my life changed, my activity
changed. Filmmaking is only one part of
my life-now my life is where I believe it to
be most helpful to my country.”— AFP

Beyonce to sing 
at Oscars but
Van Morrison
skipping gala

Beyonce and Billie Eilish will perform
during Sundayʼs Oscars, but out-
spoken vaccine skeptic Van

Morrison is skipping Hollywoodʼs biggest
night, organizers said Tuesday. All three
performers are nominated for best song
at the 94th Academy Awards-along with
Lin-Manuel Miranda and Diane Warren,
whose songs will also be performed on
the broadcast. Pop superstar Beyonceʼs
Oscar-nominated ballad “Be Alive” was
penned for tennis biopic “King Richard,”
which stars Will Smith as the father of
tennis greats Serena and Venus
Williams.

Hollywood trade publication Variety
reported that Beyonce will perform live
from the tennis courts in Compton where
the sisters played as children. Organizers
did not respond to AFP request for com-
ment. Eilish and her brother Finneas will
perform “No Time To Die” from the recent
James Bond movie. But while Morrison,
who wrote “Down to Joy” for Kenneth
Branaghʼs black-and-white childhood dra-
ma “Belfast,” was invited to perform at the
star-studded gala, he “will not attend the
Oscars due to his tour schedule,” organ-
izers said.

The singer, known as “Van the Man” to
his fans, is due to tour England in late
March, before arriving in the US next
month for further dates. Morrisonʼs high-
profile criticism of pandemic restrictions-

including three anti-lockdown “protest
songs”-and opposition to vaccine man-
dates had led to questions about whether
he would be welcomed at the Oscars.
The ceremony taking place Sunday in
Hollywood requires nominees, guests
and press to be vaccinated, although per-
formers and presenters are reportedly
able to attend without proof of vaccine if
they undergo rigorous testing.

Mirandaʼs “Dos Oruguitas” from
Disney animated movie “Encanto” will be
performed by Sebastian Yatra. Best
known for creating Broadway sensation
“Hamilton,” Miranda will attain the covet-
ed and rare EGOT status for winning an
Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony award if
he wins on Sunday. Warrenʼs song
“Somehow You Do” from “Four Good
Days”-which will be performed by Reba
McEntire-is her 13th Oscar nomination,
but she has never won. Also performing
at the Oscars will be an “all-star band”
including Blink-182 drummer Travis
Barker, and DJ D-Nice. — AFP

The Michelin Guide launched its 2022
edition on Tuesday, celebrating the
resilience of the French food industry

after two difficult years of pandemic, but
calling for more women chefs. Expected
each year with apprehension by chefs and
gourmets, the famous red guidebook
revealed this yearʼs winners in Cognac in
southwest France, the first time in its 122
years the ceremony has taken place out-
side Paris. Two restaurants were awarded
the highest distinction of three stars.

Arnaud Donckele, 44, known for his
extraordinary sauces, shot straight to the
top ranking for his new restaurant
Plenitude in the Samaritaine department
store in Paris. Husband-and-wife team
Dimitri and Marielle Droisneau also joined
the top rank for their Mediterranean
restaurant, La Villa Madie, in Cassis, near
Marseille, which judges praised for its
“poetic home-style cuisine”.

“2021 was another difficult year for
restaurants. The impact of the pandemic
continues to weigh on them. Prices for
ingredients are rising enormously, and
recruiting and keeping staff is a chal-
lenge for everyone,” said the guideʼs
director Gwendal Poullennec at the cere-
mony. “Despite everything, we have a
great selection, but I see that we have
too few women,” he said, calling on

restaurants to continue the “profound
changes” they have been making to
improve the imbalance.

Much focus in recent years has been
on more minimalist, sustainably sourced
cooking, which the guide has been
rewarding with ʻgreen starsʼ since 2020.
There are now 87 green star restaurants
in France, with six new additions in the
new guide.

Back to business 
Last yearʼs ceremony, in the midst of a

months-long shutdown caused by the
pandemic, was a low-key affair with only
one chef-Alexandre Mazzia-promoted to
three stars. But this year marked a rejuve-
nation, with a maskless crowd packing out
the theatre in Cognac, a small town with a
huge international reputation for its name-
sake spirit. Controversies have long
swirled around the Michelin Guide and the
pressure it places on chefs.

In 2020, foodies were shocked when
the Auberge du Pont de Collonges-the
oldest three-starred restaurant in the
world-was downgraded following the
death of legendary chef, Paul Bocuse. A
year earlier, Marc Veyrat became the first
to sue the guidebook, after losing the third
star of his Alps restaurant La Maison des

Bois just a year after it was awarded.
He lost the case and said he never

again wanted to see a Michelin inspector
in his restaurants.

Poullennec said demotions were vital if
the guidebook was to “remain relevant to
customers.” Judging by the tears and
emotion onstage in Cognac, the guide-
book continues to be a major source of
motivation for chefs and their teams.
France is currently in a new golden age for
cuisine after a long period in which it was
accused of growing stale and lazy.

The past 15 years have seen an influx
of young chefs more open to global influ-
ences and new approaches, said Paris-
based food writer Lindsey Tramuta.
“Michelin is still very important for chefs
and owners. If it motivates their kitchen
staff and team, and brings more diners
and curiosity, then it has value,” she said.
Created in 1900 by tyre manufacturers
Andre and Edouard Michelin as a guide
for motorists, it now has editions across
Europe, Asia, North and South America. In
March, it announced it was suspending
operations in Russia due to the war, just a
few months after launching its first guide in
Moscow. — AFP

Released 50 years ago this week,
“The Godfather” broke all box office
records, won best picture at the

Oscars and introduced millions of fans to a
world of mafia bosses, murder-for-hire and
cannoli. But when director Francis Ford
Coppola-then “about 29 years old”-was
offered the job of adapting Mario Puzoʼs
best-selling mob novel, he says he very
nearly refused. “I was greatly disappointed
when I first started to read... it was really a
potboiler that Mario Puzo had written to
get some money (for) his kids,” Coppola
told a 50th anniversary screening event at
the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures
in Los Angeles late Monday.

“When they did offer me the opportunity
of doing it-mainly because everyone else
had turned it down-I turned it down also.”
Fortunately, a young associate by the
name of George Lucas insisted that
Coppola take the job, as their fledgling,
counter-cultural film studio American
Zoetrope was heavily in debt. “ʻFrancis, we
need the money! The tax authority is going
to chain the front door... Youʼve got to take
a job like thisʼ,” Coppola recalled the future
“Star Wars” creator saying. The rest, as
they say, is history.

The Godfather-released on March 24,
1972, in an unusually large number of the-
aters from day one-was by September the
highest grossing film of all time, supplanti-
ng “Gone with the Wind.” In doing so, it
helped usher in the blockbuster era, which
truly took flight when Steven Spielbergʼs
“Jaws” took over the box office record
three years later. According to Peter
Biskindʼs book “Easy Riders, Raging
Bulls,” Coppola won a bet that Paramount
would buy him a stretch limo if the film
grossed $50 million. It grossed more than
$130 million. Coppola became the first
superstar director, with the financial clout
to back up his artistic credentials. “It was
the beginning of a new era for directors,”
wrote Biskind.

ʻNot happyʼ 
But in many ways, “The Godfather” was

an unlikely hit. By 1972, gangster films

had fallen out of fashion. Paramount had
released “The Brotherhood” starring Kirk
Douglas four years earlier, and it had
bombed. But Mario Puzoʼs mafia novel
was soaring in popularity, and the same
studio held the rights.

Still, Paramount had trouble finding a
director-Hollywoodʼs reigning auteurs like
Elia Kazan, Costa-Gavras and Peter
Bogdanovich turned it down. Though he
was a leader in the New Hollywood move-
ment of hot-shot, anti-establishment young
directors, Coppola did not have a major hit
to his name, and was approached in part
due to his Italian ancestry. “If it got a lot of
pushback from offended Italian Americans
who felt that it was casting aspersions on
Italians, I would get the heat, you know?”
said Coppola. While Paramount wanted a
quick, cheap adaptation, Coppola fought
for a bigger budget, insisting the film be
shot in New York, in its original 1940s set-
ting rather than the present day.

“The budget was about $2 million, $2.5
million. And by my wanting to make it in New
York and make it in period 1945, it meant
that probably that was going to at least get
doubled,” recalled Coppola. “Which they
were not happy about at all.”—AFP
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French chef Arnaud Donckele (center left), French chef Dimitri Droisneau (center right) and his wife Marielle Droisneau (center) celebrate after
being awarded a third Michelin star during the 2022 edition of the Michelin guide award ceremony at the Avant Scene theatre in Cognac, western
France. — AFP photos

Chefs celebrate on stage after being awarded a first Michelin star.

French chef Victor Mercier (center) celebrates
after receiving the Michelin Young Chef Award.

In this file photo US director Francis Ford
Coppola arrives for “The Godfather” 50th
Anniversary premiere screening event at
Paramount Theatre in Hol lywood,
California. — AFP 

French chef Arnaud Donckele (center) and French chef Dimitri Droisneau (right) celebrate after
being awarded a third Michelin star during the 2022 edition of the Michelin guide award ceremony.


