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United hold talks 
with Ajax’s coach 
LONDON: Manchester United have held “positive” talks
with Ajax coach Erik Ten Hag about the vacant manager’s
job at Old Trafford, it was reported on Wednesday. Ralf
Rangnick has been in charge of the misfiring Premier
League giants on an interim basis since Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer was sacked in November after nearly three
years in charge. Sky Sports said the talks with Ten Hag
had been “positive”, reporting that club chiefs were
believed to be impressed by his vision. But it is under-
stood to be too early to talk about favorites for the job.

Other names in the frame include Paris Saint-Germain
boss Mauricio Pochettino, Sevilla manager Julen
Lopetegui and Spain coach Luis Enrique. Chelsea boss
Thomas Tuchel was mentioned as a possible candidate
due to the turmoil at the London club following sanctions
imposed on Russian owner Roman Abramovich but he
has reaffirmed his commitment to the Blues.

Ten Hag, who took over at Ajax in 2017, won the
Dutch league title in 2019 and 2021 and his team are cur-
rently two points clear of PSV Eindhoven at the top of
the table. The 52-year-old’s contract at Ajax runs until
2023 but United have good links with the Dutch club,
where former goalkeeper Edwin van der Sar is chief
executive. Whoever takes over at Old Trafford will have a
major rebuilding job, with a clutch of senior players
including Paul Pogba, Jesse Lingard and Edinson Cavani
all out of contract at the end of the season. —AFP

PARIS: Alexia Putellas’ second-half double sank Real
Madrid on Tuesday as reigning champions Barcelona
came from behind to win 3-1 in the first leg of the
Women’s Champions League quarter-finals. Madrid
took a surprise lead against their all-conquering
rivals when Olga Carmona fired in early at the
Alfredo di Stefano Stadium and the home side had
chances to extend their advantage, with Esther
Gonzalez hitting the post.

Instead, Barca came storming back, aided by a
soft penalty, which was converted by Ballon d’Or
winner Putellas, before Claudia Pina and then
Putellas’ second completed a devastating turnaround.
“We knew it would be a difficult tie but we didn’t
expect such high pressure from Madrid,” said
Barcelona coach Jonatan Giraldez.

“We took time to react but in the second half we
controlled the game better and we were more clinical
in attack.” It will take a monumental effort from
Madrid to prevent the Catalans reaching the semis,
particularly as the second leg will be played at Camp
Nou, in front of what is set to be a world-record
crowd. Real Madrid said they were unable to use the
Santiago Bernabeu for this first leg due to ongoing
renovation work at the club’s main ground.

Barcelona came into the women’s Clasico as hot
favorites after winning all five of their competitive
meetings since Madrid officially launched their
women’s team in 2020. They retained their Primera
Division title earlier this month with six games to
spare, by thrashing Real Madrid 5-0. But Madrid
were far from over-awed this time, their performance
offering hope they can continue to close the gap next
season, even if their chances of progress look remote.

Putellas missed an early chance at the back post
and then it was the Spaniard who was at fault for the
opener, her sloppy pass allowing Real Madrid to
break. Esther weaved through and as Barca’s defense
were drawn inside, she shifted the ball left for Olga,
who guided a cool finish into the corner. Esther
struck the post from a hooked effort towards goal
and then she went through again, this time shooting
straight at Sandra Panos. But Barcelona improved in
the second half, rejuvenated by their equalizer in the
53rd minute.

Fridolina Rolfoe’s cross reached the back post and
as the ball bounced, Olga arrived late, her knee mak-
ing contact with Barca’s Caroline Graham Hansen,
who made the most of the fall. After consulting the
replay, Finnish referee Lina Lehtovaara gave the
penalty. Misa confronted Putellas on the spot but the
attempted mind-games had no effect, Putellas finding
the corner. With the score level, Barcelona were sud-
denly sharper and more assertive and by the final 10
minutes a weary Madrid were hanging on.

Barca would not be denied as Hansen’s cut-back
found Aitana Bonmati in the area and her shot fell
kindly for Pina, who drove low and into the corner.
Madrid had lost the match and in injury-time they
likely lost the tie, as Barcelona broke down the right
and Putellas was left free. She scooped in a delightful
finish to make it three. Prolific striker Marie-
Antoinette Katoto earlier scored twice as Paris
Saint-Germain won 2-1 away to Bayern Munich.

Katoto, who is PSG’s all-time top scorer at the
age of just 23, netted a 20th-minute opener and then
headed home in the 71st minute for the French cham-
pions at the Allianz Arena. However, German interna-

tional Klara Buehl smashed in a late free-kick to keep
Bayern’s hopes alive going into the return. PSG’s
women are hoping to go all the way in Europe after
ending Lyon’s run of 14 consecutive French titles last
season. —AFP

Katoto scores twice as PSG edge past Bayern

Putellas shines; Barca beat Real
in Women’s Champions League

MADRID: Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder Alexia Putellas (center) scores her team’s third goal during the
women’s UEFA Champions League quarter final first leg football match between Real Madrid CF and FC
Barcelona on March 22, 2022. —AFP

Short but sweet: Key 
moments in Barty’s 
brilliant career
SYDNEY: Reigning Wimbledon and Australian
Open champion Ashleigh Barty announced her
shock retirement from tennis on Wednesday aged
25. Here are a few highlights from her short but
illustrious career:

‘Dream’ Wimbledon triumph
The Australian wins Wimbledon on the 50th

anniversary of fellow indigenous Australian Evonne
Goolagong Cawley’s triumph there. Barty’s victory
in 2021 fulfils a dream that leaves her wondering
how long she wants to carry on. In her retirement
message Barty-who won the French Open in 2019
- described her Wimbledon crown as her “one true
dream”. “I’ve had a lot of incredible moments in my
career that have been pivotal moments and
Wimbledon last year changed a lot for me as a
person,” she said, describing the emotion of an
athlete who has worked hard her entire life “for
one goal”. “To be able to win Wimbledon-which
was my dream, the one true dream that I wanted in

tennis-that really changed my perspective.”

Australian Open at last 
Even after Wimbledon “there was just a little part

of me that wasn’t quite satisfied, wasn’t quite ful-
filled”, Barty now says. “And then came the challenge
of the Australian Open.” In January, Barty became
the first Australian to win her home Grand Slam in 44
years. The world number one was 5-1 down in the
second set against fearless American Danielle
Collins but came storming back to win on a tiebreak
and sweep past the 27th seed in straight sets.

“It’s a dream come true for me and I’m just so
proud to be an Aussie,” she said on the day. “But for
me it’s about the memories more than the trophies,
it’s the memories we make from the whole journey.”
Taking the Australian Open title is “my perfect way
to celebrate what an amazing journey my tennis
career has been”, Barty said as she revealed her
decision to leave the sport. “As a person this is what
I want. I want to chase after some other dreams.”

Leaving tennis, Act I
Barty decides out of the blue aged 18 to take a

break from tennis-she had won the junior Wimbledon
title in 2011 and reached three Grand Slam doubles
finals. “I know I’ve done this before, but in a very dif-
ferent feeling,” she now says of that decision. At the

time she received the full support of her mentor and
role model Goolagong Cawley. “Hey Darl, go and wet
a line,” texted Goolagong Cawley, suggesting she go
fishing. After putting down her tennis racquet, Barty
tries her hand at cricket and turned out for the
Brisbane Heat in the inaugural Women’s Big Bash
League. “What attracted me as a coach to her as a
player was her ability to pick up things really quickly,”
said Heat coach Andy Richards. —AFP

MELBOURNE: This file photo shows Australia’s Ashleigh
Barty posing with the trophy after her victory in the
women’s singles final match against Danielle Collins of
the US on day 13 of the Australian Open tennis tourna-
ment in Melbourne. —AFP

Kuwait Under-16, 
Under-12 tennis 
championships
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Under-16 and Under-12 tennis
championships concluded at the Yarmouk Club
courts in the presence of Kuwait Tennis Federation
Secretary General Faleh Al-Otaibi, Technical
Director Abbas Al-Busairi and Board Member
Hussein Al-Ghareeb.

The singles U16 was won by Abdelreda Al-Shatti
from Yarmouk; (Second place) Abdelrazaq Abdal
from Salmiya and Abdelrahman Al-Abdal from
Yarmouk respectively. In the doubles, first place

went to Hussein Abdelreda and Yaqoub Mohammad
from Yarmouk; Second place went to Fawzan Al-
Khashan and Ahmad Al-Humaidan from Khaitan and
third place went to Othman Al-Ansari and Abdallah
Humoud from Khaitan.

The final standings of the clubs are as follows;
Yarmouk - First with 305 points; Khaitan - Second
with 167; Salmiya - Third with 151 and Kuwait -
Fourth with 45 points. In the U12 singles,
Mohammad Qilli grabbed the first position;
Abdelaziz Ahmad took second and Mohammad Al-
Humaidan third.

The U12 doubles’ first spot went to Abdelaziz
Ahmad and Fahad Al-Daihani; Second place went to
Mohammad Qilli and Saud Al-Sabah while the third
position went to Mahdi Abbas and Mohammad
Funaisan. Here is the final standing of the clubs:
Khaitan - First with 261 points; Kuwait - Second
with 206; Yarmouk - Third with 190 and Kazema-
Fourth with 66 points.


