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MELBOURNE: This file photo taken on Jan 29, 2022 shows Australia’s Ashleigh Barty posing with the Australian Open trophy. —AFP 

Barty announces shock retirement at 25
SYDNEY: Top-ranked Ashleigh Barty stunned the
tennis world yesterday by retiring from the sport
aged just 25, saying she had fulfilled her dreams and
was “spent physically”. Barty dropped the bombshell
weeks after becoming the first home Australian Open
champion in 44 years, joining only a handful of play-
ers to win a Grand Slam on three different surfaces.

In an emotional social media video message with
her close friend and former doubles partner Casey
Dellacqua, the world number one said she was “so
ready” to call it quits after achieving her life-time
ambition of winning Wimbledon last year. “Success
for me is knowing that I’ve given absolutely every-
thing, everything I can. I’m fulfilled, I’m happy and I
know how much work it takes to bring the best out of
yourself,” said the three-time Grand Slam winner.

“It’s just I don’t have that in me anymore. I don’t
have the physical drive, the emotional want and kind
of everything it takes to challenge yourself at the
very top level anymore. “I think I just know that I’m
absolutely, I am spent. I just know physically I had

nothing more to give and that for me is success.” One
of the most respected and popular players in
women’s tennis, Barty also became the best, with her
dizzying array of slices, pinpoint serving and seam-
less forehand typifying her all-round game.

Sporting talent 
Few athletes can boast such a varied sporting

resume as the down-to-earth Australian. Barty
began playing tennis as a child in Brisbane and went
on to win the junior Wimbledon title as a 15-year-
old in 2011. But the expectations that came with
success took their toll and she made a shock deci-
sion three years later to ditch tennis for cricket,
signing for Brisbane Heat in the inaugural Women’s
Big Bash League.

But the lure of tennis was never far away and she
returned after a season out, breaking through for her
maiden Grand Slam triumph at the French Open in
2019 and becoming Australia’s first women’s world
number one since Evonne Goolagong Cawley 50

years ago. Barty finally won a cherished Wimbledon
crown last year before her Australian Open triumph
at Melbourne Park in January, storming back from 5-
1 down in the second set against American Danielle
Collins to triumph 6-3, 7-6 (7/2).

“It’s something I’ve been thinking about for a long
time,” she said of retirement. “To be able to win
Wimbledon, which was my dream, the one true
dream that I wanted in tennis, that really changed my
perspective. And I just had that gut feeling after
Wimbledon and had spoken to my team quite a lot
about it. “And there was just a little part of me that
wasn’t quite satisfied, wasn’t quite fulfilled. And then
came the challenge of the Australian Open and I think
that for me just feels like the most perfect way.”

‘No 1 role model’
Praise poured in for Barty as tennis took in the

shock announcement. The Women’s Tennis
Association praised her as “an incredible ambassador
for the sport”. “For your love of the game thank you

@ashbarty for the incredible mark you’ve left on-
court, off-court and in our hearts,” the WTA said,
while Tennis Australia added: “Forever a world num-
ber one role model.” 

Some of the sport’s top names also paid tribute
with fellow Grand Slam winner Simona Halep tweet-
ing: “Ash, what can I say, you know I have tears
right? My friend, I will miss you on tour.” British star
Andy Murray tweeted that he was happy for Barty
but “gutted for tennis. What a player”. Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison thanked her for
“inspiring a country”. 

Barty has been world number one for more than
two years and said after her Australian Open win that
she wanted time to consider her next move, with-
drawing from the prestigious early season hardcourt
tournaments at Indian Wells and Miami. Late last
year she became engaged to long-term boyfriend
Garry Kissick, who was ever-present courtside when
she played and often posted supportive messages on
social media. —AFP

Bucks crush
Chicago Bulls 
LOS ANGELES: Giannis Antetokounmpo returned from
injury to score 25 points as the Milwaukee Bucks crushed the
Chicago Bulls 126-98 on Tuesday. Antetokounmpo, who
missed the Bucks’ 138-119 mauling by Minnesota on Saturday
after complaining of knee soreness, came back with a
vengeance as the Bucks pounded the Bulls line-up. The Greek
star hauled in 17 rebounds and added five assists, while Jrue
Holiday also posted a big game with 27 points. Seven
Milwaukee players finished the night in double figures.

The Bucks, who led from midway through the first quarter,
surging 35 points clear late in the game, improved their sea-
son record to 45-27 to stand second in the Eastern
Conference. In Florida, German rookie Franz Wagner scored
18 points as the Orlando Magic sent the Golden State
Warriors sliding to a third straight defeat on Tuesday.

Wagner, chosen with the eighth overall pick in last year’s
draft, also chipped in with three assists, two steals and a block
as the Warriors slumped to an upset 94-90 defeat. The
Warriors fell to 47-25 to remain third in the Western
Conference while Orlando, already eliminated from playoff
contention, are one off the bottom of the Eastern Conference

at 20-53. Wagner was backed with 19 points from Wendell
Carter Jr, while Cole Anthony added 14.

The Warriors, missing the injured Stephen Curry, were led
with 26 points from Jordan Poole while Klay Thompson fin-
ished with 15. Orlando had roared into an early lead after
outscoring the Warriors 25-17 before taking a 46-38 lead into
the half-time break. But Golden State exploded for 36 points
in the third quarter to build a 74-65 lead thanks to a 12-point
burst of scoring from Poole. Yet, the momentum flipped back
to Orlando in the final quarter, with the home side taking the
period 29-16 to complete an unexpected victory.

“I thought we were scattered in the fourth quarter a little
bit,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said after the loss. “I thought we
were a lot out of whack ... just a really disappointing fourth quar-
ter. “But give them credit. They were hyped. They’ve had a long
difficult year and they got after us and did a great job. “They
earned the win and the right to feel good about that game
tonight. But we’ve got to do better.” In New York, Trae Young
delivered a 45-point masterpiece as the Atlanta Hawks downed
the New York Knicks 117-111 at Madison Square Garden.

Young made seven-of-15 from three-point range with
eight assists while Bogdan Bogdanovic added 32 for the
Hawks, who improved to 36-36 to remain 10th in the Eastern
Conference and firmly on course for a place in the postseason
play-in tournament. “It’s a fun atmosphere to play in but any
night you’re allowed to play basketball is fun, so I try to enjoy
it,” Young said afterwards. —AFP

MILWAUKEE: Zach LaVine #8 of the Chicago Bulls shoots the ball during the game against the
Milwaukee Bucks on March 22, 2022. —AFP

Rooney and Vieira 
join Premier League 
Hall of Fame
LONDON: Manchester United great Wayne
Rooney and former Arsenal captain Patrick
Vieira were on Wednesday inducted into the
Premier League Hall of Fame. The pair are the
ninth and 10th players named in the select
group, joining David Beckham, Steven Gerrard,
Dennis Bergkamp, Frank Lampard, Roy Keane,
Eric Cantona, Thierry Henry and Alan Shearer.

Rooney, currently manager of Championship
side Derby, is second on the list of all-time
Premier League goalscorers, with 208 goals for
Manchester United and Everton. “It’s a huge
honor for  me to be named in  the Premier
League Hall of Fame, alongside an incredible
group of  players who have a lready been
inducted,” said the 36-year-old former forward.

“Growing up, I watched the Premier League
as far back as I can remember. My dream was
always to become a professional footballer,
score goals, and win trophies and I was lucky
enough to win the Premier League five times. “I
have so many brilliant memories from my years
playing for Everton and Manchester United and
I’m really proud of what we achieved.”

Vieira , now manager of  Crysta l  Palace,
played 307 times in the Premier League, win-
ning the competition three times including as
captain of the Arsenal “Invincibles” team, who
remain the only club to have won the title with-
out losing a game. “Being inducted into the
Premier League Hall of Fame is a fantastic
achievement,” said the French World Cup win-
ner, who f in ished his  playing career at
Manchester City.

“When I received the news, I thought about
being a young boy playing in Senegal, or in a
suburb of Paris.” The former midfielder, 45,
added: “To be there with the best players in the
Premier League, the best league in the world, is
bigger than what I was ever thinking about. To
have my name around those players makes me

proud and makes me realise how good I was.”
The Hall of Fame recognizes the top players
who have graced the Premier League since its
launch in 1992.

Rooney and Vieira are the first two inductees
of 2022, with a public vote opening up on
Wednesday to decide another six to join them
from a shortlist of 25 former players. Richard
Masters, the Premier League’s chief executive,
said: “Wayne Rooney and Patrick Vieira are two
of the finest players to have played in their
respective positions and are worthy additions
to the eight players who entered the Hall of
Fame last year.”—AFP

Wayne Rooney


