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Coalition strikes Yemen as 
Houthis, UN seek truce

Raids target rebel camps • Guterres condemns sudden surge in violence
RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition launched air strikes 
Sunday on Yemen hours after Houthi rebels announced 
a three-day truce, with the UN chief condemning a 
surge in violence as the war enters its eighth year. The 
raids targeted Sanaa, the rebel-held capital, according 
to Saudi Arabia’s Al Ekhbariya TV, which tweeted “the 
start of air strikes on Houthi camps and strongholds in 
Sanaa” at around midnight. 

The attacks came shortly after the Iran-backed 
Houthis announced a three-day truce and offered 
peace talks on condition that the Saudis stop their air 
strikes and blockade of Yemen and remove “foreign 
forces”. On Friday, the rebels fired drones and missiles 
at 16 targets in Saudi Arabia, turning an oil plant near 
Jeddah’s Formula One track into a raging inferno as 
aghast drivers looked on. 

The office of the UN’s special envoy for Yemen, 
Hans Grundberg, tweeted Sunday he is “engaging with 

all sides and continues his efforts towards a truce dur-
ing Ramadan”, the Muslim holy month which begins in 
April. “He reiterates his call for de-escalation and wel-
comes all steps by the parties in that direction,” it 
added. The coalition has not yet responded to the 
Houthis’ truce announcement. 

The flurry of attacks and diplomacy came as 
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest country, on Saturday 
marked seven years since the Saudi-led military inter-
vention against the Houthis, who seized Sanaa in 2014. 
The conflict has killed hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple directly or indirectly and displaced millions, creat-
ing what the United Nations calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 
Saturday condemned the sudden rise in hostilities. He 
said eight civilians were reportedly killed in retaliatory 
strikes on Sanaa following Friday’s rebel attacks. The 

UN staff compound in the city was also damaged, his 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said in a statement. “The 
Secretary-General strongly condemns the recent 
escalation of the conflict in Yemen,” the statement said, 
adding that Guterres is “deeply concerned” about 
reports of coalition attacks on the lifeline port of 
Hodeida. He urged the warring parties to “immediately 
de-escalate” and reach a “negotiated settlement” with 
Grundberg’s help. 

Thousands of people demonstrated in Sanaa on 
Saturday, holding placards and chanting, to denounce 
the Saudi-led intervention which included nine coun-
tries when it was launched on March 26, 2015. Today, 
it is largely just Saudi Arabia and, to a lesser extent, 
the United Arab Emirates, which says it has with-
drawn troops from Yemen but remains an active play-
er, training militias on the ground. 
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DOHA: Saudi Arabia and Qatar expressed regret 
Saturday at a lack of attention to Middle East con-
flicts, as the West pushes them to show more solidari-
ty with Ukraine. “The humanitarian suffering that we 
have seen in Ukraine, and everyone is talking about it 
right now... has been the suffering of a lot of countries 
in this region for years and nothing happened,” Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani told a roundtable at the annual 
Doha Forum. 

“We have never seen a global response to address 
those sufferings,” he added, evoking “the brutality 
against the Syrian people, or against the Palestinians 

or against the Libyans or against the Iraqis, or against 
the Afghans”. Neither oil kingpin Saudi Arabia nor 
gas-rich Qatar, both close to the West but with ties to 
Russia, have taken a strong position for or against 
Moscow since it invaded Ukraine last month. 

Europe and the US hope the two countries will 
boost oil and gas production to help reduce Western 
reliance on Russian supplies. The Qatari diplomat 
expressed hope that the Ukraine conflict would serve 
as “a wake-up call for everyone in the international 
community, to look at our region and to address the 
issues... with the same level of commitment that we 
have seen between Russia and Ukraine”. 

Hundreds of thousands of people in Yemen have 
been killed, directly or indirectly, and millions have 
been displaced as a result of its years-long conflict, 
in what the UN calls the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis. The war in Syria is estimated to have killed 
nearly half a million people and displaced millions 
more since it began with a brutal crackdown on 
anti-government protests in 2011. 

Qatar, Saudi decry 
lack of attention to 
Mideast conflicts

BEIRUT: Layla Ibrahim has cut down 
on her daily meat consumption, not 
because of a health fad but forced by 
Lebanon’s bruising economic crisis. “I 
used to eat a slice of meat, chicken or 
fish every day, but the prices of these 
items have become ridiculous,” the 
44-year-old mother of two told AFP. 
“Out of necessity and not choice, I 
have almost become a vegetarian,” 
she added. 

Lebanon is grappling with an 
unprecedented financial crisis that the 
World Bank says is of a scale usually 
associated with full-scale wars. The 
currency has lost more than 90 per-
cent of its value on the black market, 
more than 80 percent of the popula-
tion lives in poverty, and prices have 
skyrocketed. The price of imported 
red meat has increased fivefold, with 
some cuts costing more than the 
monthly minimum wage of 675,000 
Lebanese pounds ($33). 

As a result, dietary habits have 
changed and plant-based dishes - a 
popular part of Lebanon’s 
Mediterranean cuisine - are now a 
main course in many households.  
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TRIPOLI: This file photo taken on July 28, 2020 shows people waiting for their 
orders at a butcher in this northern Lebanese port city. —  AFP  

Meat off 
the menu 
in Lebanon

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden’s apparent call for Vladimir 
Putin’s exit reverberated instantly 
around the world, sparking an admin-
istration rush to course-correct - and 
risks scrambling US efforts to rally a 
united front on the Ukraine conflict. 
Biden’s comment that the Russian 
president “cannot remain in power” - 
delivered in Warsaw at the close of 
three days of marathon diplomacy - 

was termed “a horrendous gaffe” by 
one Republican senator. 

A senior US analyst said it could 
have the effect of lengthening the war. 
And even France’s president warned 
such language could “escalate” a con-
flict the United States and its NATO 
allies have sought at all costs to con-
tain, and undercut Western efforts to 
help suffering Ukrainians. The remark 
came as Biden wound up a forceful 
speech on Saturday capping what had 
been a widely-praised European visit, 
aimed at presenting a determined 
front against Russia’s invasion. 

His ad-libbed words - “For God’s 
sake, this man cannot remain power” - 
caught even US advisors off guard,  

Continued on Page 6

KHARKIV, Ukraine: Ukrainian servicemen walk inside the destroyed regional 
headquarters of Kharkiv on March 27, 2022. — AFP  

Biden’s Putin  
gaffe scrambles 
US message

News in brief

Verstappen wins Saudi F1 
 
JEDDAH: Red Bull’s world champion Max 
Verstappen held off the Ferrari of Charles 
Leclerc to win Sunday’s Saudi Arabian Grand 
Prix. Carlos Sainz in the other Ferrari was third 
with Sergio Perez, Verstappen’s teammate who 
had set off from pole, in fourth. Verstappen was 
securing his first points of the season after retir-
ing late on behind winner Leclerc in the season-
opener in Bahrain last weekend. — AFP 

Iran ready for talks with Kuwait 
 
TEHRAN: Iran is prepared for bilateral talks 
with Kuwait on developing the joint 
Arash/Durra gas field, Iran’s deputy oil minister 
said on Sunday. “We believe that exploitation 
from the joint field should be done in an inte-
grated manner, and this will lead to the strength-
ening of economic relations between the two 
countries,” Ahmad Asadzadeh said. He said even 
if borders have not been defined, the field can 
be developed in an integrated manner using 
internationally experienced models. — Xinhua. 

6 dead in Oman rockslides 
 
MUSCAT: At least six workers were killed and 
others missing after rockslides engulfed a quar-
ry in northern Oman on Sunday, emergency 
authorities said. Further slides in the wake of the 
deadly collapse were hampering rescue efforts 
at the quarry in Ibri, Al-Dhahirah governorate, 
the Gulf state’s Civil Defense and Ambulance 
Authority said. —AFP

Tourists trickle back to Iraq 
 
HILLA, Iraq: Most Western governments still 
issue travel warnings for all or parts of Iraq, point-
ing to risks from kidnappings to bombings and 
unexploded ordnance from multiple wars. But for 
some explorers who are unafraid of the odd mili-
tary roadblock, Iraq is a hot new destination with 
multiple World Heritage sites that is slowly 
reopening to the world. — AFP (See Page 13)

JEDDAH: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen 
raises his trophy — AFP 

UR, Iraq: Spanish visitors tour on Feb 24, 2022 the 
Great Ziggurat temple in this ancient city. —AFP  

DOHA: Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed Al-Thani 
(left) and Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Al-
Saud attend the Doha Forum on March 26, 2022. — AFP  

In a video message to the Doha Forum earlier 
Saturday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
called on Qatar, to increase natural gas production 
because of the conflict.  
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