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KUWAIT:  Kuwai t  Min is ter  o f  Fore ign
Af fa i rs  She ikh  Dr  Ahmad Nasser  A l
Mohammad Al-Sabah  meets  the  H igh
Representative of the European Union (EU)
for  Fore ign  Af fa i r s  and  Secur i ty  Po l icy
Joseph Borrell, as part of his official visit to

the country. The two officials discussed rela-
tions between Kuwait and EU, and means to
boost and bolster them at all level. They also
discussed issues of common interest, as well
as the latest developments in the regional
and international arenas. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The 27th Qurain Cultural Festival holds an event
(the inheritance of horses among Arabs) to highlight its
originality and ancient heritage. The festival was launched

on the  21s t  o f  th i s  month  under  the  pat ronage  o f  H is
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, the Prime Minister, in the
presence of the Minister of Information and Culture, and the

Chairman of the National Council  for Culture, Arts and
Letters Dr Hamad Rouh El-Din and will continue until the
30th of this month. — KUNA

27th Qurain 
Cultural Festival 

DOHA: War-torn Yemen faces an “extremely trou-
bling outlook” after a serious escalation between
Iran-backed Houthi rebels and Saudi Arabia, the
head of the United Nations Development Program
warned on Sunday. Achim Steiner, the UNDP’s
administrator, also told AFP the impoverished coun-
try is at risk of being “forgotten” as Russia’s war on
Ukraine grabs the world’s attention.

“It is an extremely troubling outlook at the
moment for the people of Yemen,” Steiner said in an
interview at the Doha Forum, when asked about the
latest surge in hostilities. “The reality is that desper-
ation, poverty, destruction have reached a level in
Yemen where the majority of the population is in
one way or another unable to sustain itself any-
more,” he added.

On Friday, a rebel attack on a Saudi oil plant set
off a huge fire near Jeddah’s Formula One circuit dur-

ing televised practice sessions. The attack was one of
16 drone-and-missile assaults on the kingdom that
day. The wave of attacks came just before Saturday’s
seventh anniversary of the Saudi-led coalition’s mili-
tary intervention in Yemen.

The coalition stepped in to support Yemen’s inter-
nationally-recognized government in 2015, after the
rebels seized the capital Sanaa the previous year. The
war has killed hundreds of thousands directly or indi-
rectly and left millions on the brink of famine in what
the UN calls the world’s worst humanitarian catas-
trophe. With the country almost completely depend-
ent on imports, aid groups say the situation will only
worsen following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which
produces nearly a third of Yemen’s wheat supplies.

“Given the broader geopolitical reality, the risk
is that Yemen will be in part forgotten and that will
obviously be a tragedy,” said Steiner. Some 80 per-

cent of Yemen’s 30 million people depend on aid
for survival.

‘This war has solved nothing’
Steiner said the economic consequences of the

Ukraine conflict “are having reverberations into the
global economy” and this “will reduce the scope of
international solidarity for international coopera-
tion”. “Right now the world is seized by the war in
Ukraine, but the conflict in Yemen, the desperate
situation in Afghanistan, these are still realities that
will continue,” he said. “They will receive inevitably
less attention, and perhaps the greatest concern is...
that the international donor community will essen-
tially cut... funding.” “That should be of concern for
all of us,” Steiner added.

At a donors’ conference this month, the UN
sought $4.27 billion to help 17.3 million of Yemen’s

needy. But it raised only $1.3 billion, with some major
hoped-for contributors failing to materialize. This
means “that what we will see through during the year
2022 is a further reduction in humanitarian aid, cut of
food ratios, and our ability to, for example, train
Yemeni citizens”, Steiner said. “All of this will be
compromised,” he warned.

On Saturday, the Iran-backed Houthis announced
a three-day truce and offered peace talks on condi-
tion that the Saudis stop their air strikes and blockade
of Yemen and remove “foreign forces”. Shortly after,
the Saudi-led coalition launched air strikes on Yemen,
with UN chief Antonio Guterres condemning the
surge in violence. Steiner appealed for “peace, peace,
peace”, adding: “This war... has not solved anything.”
“My appeal to regional powers... is to stop this war
and find a way to reconcile... in a way that doesn’t
harm the population the way it is right now.” — AFP 

UNDP chief says Yemen faces
‘extremely troubling outlook’

Impoverished country is at risk of being ‘forgotten’

5 Indian nurses
honored with
excellence awards
By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Five Indian nurses working in Kuwait
hospitals were honored with ‘Nursing Excellence
Awards’ for their exceptional contribution as med-
ical professionals during the critical period of
COVID-19 pandemic in the country. The awards,
instituted by Asianet News, a leading Indian televi-
sion channel, were in recognition of the dedication,
initiative and excellence of the nurses as the front-
line warriors during the harrowing time.

Susan Jacob Abraham won the ‘Lifetime
Achievement Award’ for her remarkable service in
Sabah Hospital for more than 43 years and Shiny Anil
Jacob bagged the Nurse of the Year Award for her
selfless service, particularly in helping embalm hun-
dreds of dead bodies in mortuaries while Suja Laji
Joseph took away ‘Nursing Administrator Award’ for
her unique service as a nursing supervisor. 

Vijesh Velayudhan, who works with the Sabah
Hospital, was honored with COVID Warrior Award
for his relentless service in helping hundreds of
COVID patients during the crisis period and Roy K
Yohannan was bestowed with Special Jury Award
for his yeoman’s services during the peak days of
the pandemic.

Indian Ambassador Sibi George gave away the
awards to the winners in the presence of the three-
member jury, Reem Al-Marzouq (Legal dept,
Ministry of Health), Kuwaiti dignitaries, Asianet offi-
cials, a large number of Indian nurses and guests, at
an impressive ceremony held at the Millennium
Hotel and Convention Center, on Saturday. The five
awardees were selected by a four-member jury
headed by Dr Mohan Thomas (Qatar) and Dr Roy K

George (India), Dr Amir Ahamed (Kuwait), and Brijit
Vincent (USA).

“I am sure that today’s Asianet Nursing
Excellence Award ceremony will go a long way in
further building India’s vibrant bilateral relations
with Kuwait, particularly our people-to-people
connect initiative,” the ambassador said in his inau-
gural address.  He said the last two years had been a
very difficult period for everyone. “When we look
back today, the role played by Indian medical pro-
fessionals in Kuwait, doctors and nurses and other
medical staff always, stand out,” he said.

“Despite all the odds stacked against them,
despite all the pain and suffering from working
long hours, spending sleepless nights, witnessing
unpleasant scenes of death and pain every day;
our nurses continued to save our lives. They are
truly an embodiment of the indomitable human
spirit. They have displayed true courage, fortitude
and resilience. They made every Indian here
proud,” he said. 

“We always call them our angels. They are
indeed our angels. But they are much more. They
are our warriors, warrior angels. I salute them, I
thank them. I congratulate each one of them who
are receiving the awards today. With them, it is the
entire nursing community in Kuwait and every-
where in the world, who are getting honored here
today,” the ambassador said.

A one-minute candle light vigil was observed in
remembrance of the 14 nurses who lost their lives in
the fight against the COVID pandemic in Kuwait.  

“It was a herculean task for the jury to come
down to the finalists out of 5,000-plus nominations
and pick the winners eventually. No doubt, it was a
rigorous screening and evaluation process,” said
Anil Adoor (Asianet News), who arrived from India
to oversee the award ceremony. Asianet officials
Frank P Thomas (India), Surejkumar Sreedharan
(Dubai), Arunkumar Raghavan (Dubai) and Nixon
George (Kuwait) also attended the award ceremo-
ny. Indian actress and television star Jewel Mary
anchored the show.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George presents ‘Nursing Administrator Award’ to Suja Laji Joseph.

GCC supports
peaceful solution
to Yemen crisis 
RIYADH: Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, on
Sunday, renewed GCC’s firm stance prioritizing a
political solution to the stability and security. His

remarks came during his meeting with Yemen’s
Foreign Affairs Minister Ahmad bin Mubarak at the
GCC General Secretariat in Riyadh, the secretariat
said in a statement. He stressed the GCC’s full sup-
port and solidarity with the Yemeni people to pro-
tect its land and restore stability in the region. The
two sides also discussed the latest developments
in the political, military and economic fields. The
GCC called on Yemeni parties to host intra-
Yemeni talks in Riyadh during the period between
March 29 to April 7 to end the seven-year-long
conflict, it noted. — KUNA

Secretary General of the GCC met with Yemen’s Foreign Affairs Minister Ahmad bin Mubarak.


