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The coalition’s intervention has reversed the 

Houthis’ advances in the south and east of the country 
but has been unable to push them out of the north, 
including Sanaa.  

“Militarily, the war is now at stalemate,” Elisabeth 
Kendall, a researcher at Oxford University, told AFP 

this week. Saudi Arabia “may at this point be keen to 
extract itself” from Yemen, she said. The rise in vio-
lence and Russia’s war in Ukraine have complicated 
the picture for Yemen, the head of the UN 
Development Program told AFP. 

“Given the broader geopolitical reality, the risk is 
that Yemen will be in part forgotten and that will obvi-
ously be a tragedy,” UNDP administrator Achim 
Steiner told AFP in an interview at the Doha Forum. 
With the country almost completely dependent on 
imports, aid groups say the situation will only worsen 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which produces 
nearly a third of Yemen’s wheat supplies. —AFP 
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“The future of Europe rests with your efforts,” he 

told the audience that included the Amir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. He drew compar-
isons between the war in his country and the conflict 

in Syria, where Russia’s intervention in 2015 was seen 
as having turned the tide in President Bashar Al-
Assad’s favor. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
appeared to support the Qatari position. “The 
engagement of the global community... now and then, 
it’s quite different,” he said at the forum. “The trans-
Atlantic unity right now, it’s commendable. But I think 
you have to have a much better conversation with the 
rest of the global community,” he said, addressing US 
and European officials at his side. — AFP  
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representing a stark departure from oft-stated 

American policy. The White House sprung immedi-
ately into action, clarifying within minutes that 
Biden was not advocating “regime change” in 
Russia. But the comments by Biden - who hours 
earlier called Putin a “butcher” - drew predictable 
fury from Moscow, raised eyebrows in allied coun-
tries, and sent the president’s advisors into high 
gear to mollify the criticism. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, in 
Jerusalem, joined in forcefully denying Biden was 
calling for Putin’s ouster. Biden’s point, Blinken said, 
was that “Putin cannot be empowered to wage war, 
or engage in aggression against Ukraine, or anyone 
else.” The choice of Russia’s leader, Blinken said, is 
“up to the Russians.” 

The administration sent out the US ambassador 
to NATO, Julianne Smith, to underscore the same 
message - stating across multiple TV networks that 

“the US does not have a policy of regime change 
towards Russia, full stop.” Biden’s comments, Smith 
told CNN’s “State of the Union”, were “a principled 
human reaction to the stories that he had heard” 
during an emotional visit with Ukrainian refugees. 

But President Emmanuel Macron of France, a 
close US ally who has spoken frequently with Putin 
since the invasion, warned the West not to “escalate 
in words or actions” - or risk hampering vital 
humanitarian efforts, including hopes of evacuating 
the devastated city of Mariupol. As noted by a sen-
ior Republican lawmaker, Senator Jim Risch, the 
remarks ran 180-degrees counter to the Biden 
administration’s constant efforts until now to stop 
the conflict from escalating. “There’s not a whole lot 
more you can do to escalate than to call for regime 
change,” he told CNN. 

Biden has a decades-long reputation for unfortu-
nate off-the-cuff remarks - newspapers have previ-
ously listed his “top 10 gaffes of all time” - and 
Risch, the ranking Republican on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, said the president had again 
shot himself in the foot. Biden delivered “a good 
speech,” Risch told CNN, with “a horrendous gaffe 
right at the end of it. My gosh, I wish they would 
keep him on script.”—AFP
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For Ibrahim and her family, meat is served only 

once a week and even then in small portions. “We 
started using smaller quantities of minced meat in 
stuffings and stews,” Ibrahim said. “Even the Sunday 
family barbecue has been scrapped.” 

Nabil Fahed, head of the syndicate of supermar-
ket owners, said customers are opting for poultry or 
grain as a cheaper alternative. Chicken is almost 
three times cheaper than beef and sells at around 
120,000 pounds ($5) a kilo. The demand for red 
meat has plummeted since the government lifted 
subsidies on certain food imports in March 2021, 
Fahed said. Sales dropped by around 70 percent in 
large supermarkets and the decline is even steeper in 
popular markets frequented by people with low 
incomes, he said. 

Nancy Awada, a food inspector working with the 
Beirut municipality, has noticed a change in supply. 
“The quantities of meat stored in a butcher’s refrig-
erator... today are a quarter or a third of what they 

used to be,” she said. “Instead of slaughtering two or 
three calves a day, butchers make do with only one.” 

Lebanon’s cash-strapped government is struggling 
to afford fuel imports to feed its power plants, caus-
ing outages that last up to 22 hours a day in most 
parts of the country. To safeguard stocks, traders and 
distributors have to pay for expensive generator sub-
scriptions to power refrigerators, said meat importer 
Imad Harouk of the Fed Distribution company. 

A spike in transport costs due to the lifting of fuel 
subsidies last year has also raised the overall meat 
bill, Harouk told AFP. Adjusting to demand, importers 
have sized down on stocks. “Lebanon used to import 
70 containers of frozen meat every month, but now 
the number is nearly 40,” Harouk said. Tony Al-Rami, 
head of the restaurant owners’ union, said inflation 
has altered ordering habits even in cheap fast-food 
chains. “Demand has dropped for meat shawarma 
sandwiches, with consumers leaning more towards 
chicken,” he said.  

This trend has played out at the Kababji grill 
house, a restaurant famous for its wide selection of 
meat skewers. “The economic crisis combined with 
the COVID-19 pandemic has caused a significant 
decline in overall sales, especially of meat-based 
dishes,” said Hala Jebai, the manager of Kababji’s 
customer service department. —AFP 

Meat off 
the menu...

Naxxar, Malta: Malta’s Labour party claimed victory 
Sunday in general elections, securing a third term in 
government despite a legacy of corruption and follow-
ing the lowest turnout in decades. Although official 
results are not expected for hours, Prime Minister 
Robert Abela claimed victory in a call with Maltese tel-
evision, while in the counting hall in the town of 
Naxxar, Labour delegates monitoring the vote erupted 
into cheers. 

“We are very satisfied that for the next five years 
Malta will again have a Labour government,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Chris Fearne told AFP at the count, 
saying all signs were of an “absolute majority” for his 
party. 

Michael Piccinino, general secretary of the opposi-
tion Nationalist Party, confirmed leader Bernard Grech 
had spoken to the prime minister to concede. The out-
come of Saturday’s polls represents the first electoral 
mandate for Abela, a lawyer who took the reins of the 
tiny Mediterranean island nation in January 2020 in an 
internal party vote. 

His predecessor, Joseph Muscat, had been forced to 
quit following public protests over the 2017 car bomb 
murder of investigative journalist Daphne Caruana 
Galizia, who had exposed corruption at the top of his 
administration. A public inquiry last year found the 
state under Muscat created a “culture of impunity” in 
which her enemies felt they could silence her. Abela has 
since moved to strengthen good governance and press 
freedom, although Caruana Galizia’s family say he has 
not gone far enough.  

The Nationalist Party pressed the issue of corrup-
tion, but Labour’s handling of the coronavirus pandem-

ic and its economy record in nine years in power took 
centre stage. Many residents complained however of a 
lacklustre campaign involving two largely similar par-
ties-there has been no third party in Malta’s parliament 
since before independence from Britain in 1964. 

It was also overshadowed by concerns over the war 
in Ukraine, with the government forced to spend mil-
lions of euros mitigating spiking commodity prices-and 
the sense the result was inevitable, with all polls point-
ing to a Labour landslide. 

The Electoral Commission said overnight that 
turnout looked set to be 85.5 percent, the lowest in a 
general election since 1955, and the first time it has 
dropped below 90 percent since 1966. However, 
Fearne, who is also Malta’s health minister, insisted the 
turnout was “high by European standards”. 

This was the first general election in Malta in which 
16- and 17-year-olds were allowed to vote, although 
they have previously had that right in local and 
European Parliament elections. Located off the coast of 
Sicily, Catholic-majority Malta is the smallest and most 
densely populated country in the European Union, with 
around 516,000 people living in 316 square kilometres 
(122 square miles). 

Despite few natural resources, it has built a thriving 
economy based largely on tourism, financial services 
and online gaming, but it has long fought allegations it 
acts as a quasi-tax haven. International anti-money-
laundering organisation FATF grey-listed Malta last 
year, although business leaders hope recent progress 
will see it removed this summer. 

The archipelago has also been criticised by the EU 
and anti-corruption campaigners for its “golden pass-

ports” scheme, which awards citizenship to wealthy 
investors. Under political pressure, Abela suspended 

the scheme for Russians and Belarusians after Russia 
invaded Ukraine.  —AFP

‘We are very satisfied that Malta will again have a Labour government’

Malta’s government claims  
third term after elections

NAXXAR, Malta: A election agent handles ballots during vote counting in the counting hall in Naxxar, as pro-
visional results show the Labour Party party won a third landslide victory in Malta’s general elections. —AFP

El Salvador  
declares state  
of emergency  

 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador: El Salvadoran lawmak-
ers Sunday declared a state of emergency, the president 
of the Legislative Assembly said, curtailing civil liberties 
and expanding police power as the country faces a 
wave of gang-related bloodshed that has left dozens 
dead in just two days. Gang violence has soared in El 
Salvador, with police reporting that 62 people were 
killed on Saturday alone. 

According to official figures, 12 of the killings took 
place in the central department of La Libertad, with the 
capital San Salvador and the western department of 
Ahuachapan recording nine each. The rest were distrib-
uted across the country’s remaining departments. 

Hours earlier, police and the military arrested sever-
al leaders of the Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) gang over 
the spate of killings. “We will not back down in this 
war against gangs, we will not rest until the criminals 
responsible for these acts are captured and brought to 
justice,” the country’s National Civil Police posted on 
Twitter. 

In response to the surge in violence, President 
Nayib Bukele asked the legislature-controlled by his 
ruling party —  to approve a state of emergency, 
under which certain freedoms are curtailed. 
Lawmakers did so early Sunday morning, in a decree 
that “declares an emergency regime throughout the 
national territory derived from serious disturbances to 
public order by criminal groups.” 

The declaration-approved by a large majority-
restricts free assembly, the inviolability of correspon-
dence and communications, and allows for arrests 
without a warrant. “We approve the #emergen-
cyregime that will allow our Government to protect 
the lives of Salvadorans and confront criminality head-
on,” Legislative Assembly President Ernesto Castro 
said in a tweet. 

“Since yesterday, we have had a new spike in homi-
cides, something that we had worked so hard to 
reduce,” Bukele said in a statement posted on Twitter 
by Congress president Ernesto Castro. “While we fight 
criminals in the streets, we must try to figure out what is 
happening and who is financing this.” 

Bukele said the country “must let the agents and sol-
diers do their job and must defend them from the accu-
sations of those who protect the gang members.” He 
also asked the prosecutor’s office “to be effective with 
all” gang member cases it processes, warning he would 
keep an eye on “judges who favor criminals.” Top gov-
ernment human rights lawyer Ricardo Martinez asked 
the population to “remain calm” and contribute to the 
promotion of “a culture of peace” in the country. 

Last November, El Salvador suffered another spike 
in homicides that claimed the lives of some 45 people in 

three days. The Mara Salvatrucha and Barrio-18 gangs, 
among others, have about 70,000 members in El 
Salvador, according to authorities, and their operations 
involve homicides, extortion and drug trafficking. 

The country registered 1,140 murders in 2021 — an 
average of 18 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants-fewer 
than the 1,341 registered the previous year and the low-
est figure since the end of the civil war in 1992, accord-
ing to official data. 

Elected in 2019, Bukele enjoys broad support in El 
Salvador over his promises to fight organized crime 
and improve security in the violence-wracked coun-
try. His allies also hold a large majority in the coun-
try’s Congress-a situation not seen since a peace deal 
in 1992 put an end to 12 years of bloody civil war. But 
he has also long been accused of authoritarian ten-
dencies. —AFP

COLON, El Salvador: Police work at the scene where a man was killed by alleged gang members in Colon, 
La Libertad department, El Salvador on March 26, 2022. —AFP

Egypt police  
abusing Sudanese  
refugees: HRW 

 
BEIRUT: Egyptian police have arbitrarily detained at 
least 30 Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers, sub-
jecting some to abuse and “forced physical labour”, 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) said Sunday. According 
to three Sudanese refugees and a Cairo-based civil 
society group interviewed by HRW, police carried out 
raids on December 27 and January 5, in nearly identi-
cal circumstances. Plainclothes police arbitrarily arrest-
ed some two dozen refugees and asylum seekers from 
their homes, coffeeshops, on the street and at communi-
ty centres. They were taken to a security facility and 
forced to “unload boxes from large trucks into ware-
houses” by police, who hurled racist insults and “used 
batons to beat those who they claimed were not working 
hard enough”. 

The next day, police dropped off those detained at 
a highway crossroads in eastern Cairo, without level-
ling any charges against them. The New York-based 
watchdog called on Egypt’s public prosecutor to 
“investigate and hold accountable those responsible 
for arbitrary arrests and mistreatment of Sudanese 
refugees and asylum seekers”, HRW’s Joe Stork said. 

According to HRW, some of those targeted had 
mobilised protests in May and August 2021 at the 
United Nations refugee agency, UNHCR, in Cairo 
“over harassment and racist treatment by Egyptians, a 
lack of protection and resettlement delays”. 

Last May, they also held a protest at the Sudanese 
embassy in Cairo in support of demonstrations in 
their home country. As of January 2022, over 52,000 
Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers in Egypt are 
registered with the UNHCR, though official figures 
estimate between two and five million Sudanese live 
in Egypt. —AFP 


