
Monday, March 28, 2022

F e a t u r e s

Established 1961 12
L i f e s t y l e

A
t the “Home for Rescued Animals” in 
the city of Lviv, exotic creatures are 
now sheltered alongside everyday 

pets-those left behind in the rush of 
refugees fleeing Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. A milky-eyed wolf prowls in its 
enclosure. Boris the goat bathes his 
bedraggled face in the spring sunshine. A 
parliament of owls peers out from the 
perches of their shaded roost.  

In a side building around a dozen cats 
from Kyiv are lodged. Dogs yowl from an 
industrial barn, courting volunteers arriving 
to walk them round nearby parkland. 
“Migrants who come from Kharkiv, Kyiv, 
Mykolaiv and go abroad via Lviv leave ani-
mals en masse,” said 24-year-old shelter 
manager Orest Zalypskyy. His hilltop sanc-
tuary in the 13th century city of Lviv was 
once a “haven” reserved for exotic ani-
mals, he says. “This war has made us 
more engaged.” 

 
Left behind  
The UN estimates more than 3.7 million 

Ukrainians have fled the country since the 

war began a month ago. More than two 
million of those crossed the border to 
Poland, where AFP has witnessed droves 
of animal lovers ferrying dogs, cats, parrots 
and turtles to safety. Lviv-just 70 kilometers 

(45 miles) from the border-has been the 
final stopover on Ukrainian soil for many 
making the journey out of the war zone. 
Some soon-to-be refugees felt unable to 
take their pets further. Zalypskyy estimates 

his shelter has taken in 1,500 animals 
since the war began, from migrants and 
shelters in “hot spots” to the east.  

Between 10 and 20 were collected from 
Lviv’s train station-the locus of chaos in the 
first days of the war, where carriages and 
platforms heaved with desperate passen-
gers. “There’s been no system,” says 
Zalypskyy. “We just have many volunteers 
who head out and fetch them.” One dog 
from a war-torn region in the east did not 
leave its pen for two weeks. A cat aban-
doned by its owner of seven years is dis-
traught. “We are all bitten and scratched,” 
said Zalypskyy of his volunteer teams. 
“The animals are very stressed.” 

 
Onward travel   
However the animals left here do not 

languish. Around 200 have been adopted 
by the locals of Lviv, while most of the rest 
are taken onwards by volunteers to 
Germany, Latvia and Lithuania. There are 
currently no cats available for adoption-
they are all bound for Poland. By noon 
Zalypskyy has already signed his third set 

of dog adoption paperwork for the day. 
Meanwhile the shelter is inundated with 
couples, friends and families arriving to 
borrow dogs for a weekend stroll. 

“Ukrainians really adore animals,” says 
36-year-old Kateryna Chernikova. “It’s just 
in the DNA.” With her husband Ihor, 36, 
and four-year-old daughter Solomiia, 
Chernikova fled Kyiv a week before war 
broke out. The young family plus their two 
guinea pigs Apelsynka and Lymonadka 
(Orange and Lemonade) — now live in the 
relative safety of Lviv, which has been 
largely untouched by violence. 

On Saturday morning they leashed a 
pair of boisterous hunting dogs and set out 
through the shelter gates, under a fluttering 
Ukrainian flag. “We’re not in the war condi-
tions itself, but it’s psychologically very 
hard,” said Chernikova. “When you have a 
walk with a dog, it just feels as if you’re liv-
ing a normal life.”—AFP 

 

Women hug a dog in the “Home for Rescued Animals” shelter in the western Ukrainian city of 
Lviv. — AFP photos 

This photograph shows dogs in an aviary in the “Home 
for Rescued Animals” shelter in the western Ukrainian 
city of Lviv. 

Shelter manager Orest Zalypskyy (left) removes identification tag before give up a dog to the 
new family in the “Home for Rescued Animals” shelter in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv. 

A woman walks with dogs at the “Home for Rescued Animals” shelter in the western Ukrainian city 
of Lviv.

Music plays on in 
Kharkiv under Russia 
bombardment 
 
 

R
ussian bombs fall daily on Kharkiv 
since the invasion of Ukraine, but 
time stood still briefly on Saturday as 

a group of Ukrainian musicians moved lis-
teners with a classical concert. Three violin-
ists, a cellist and a bass player delighted an 
audience of a few dozen people for half an 
hour in one of the largest subway stations 
in Ukraine’s second city, close to the 
Russian border. Underground and protect-
ed from rockets and missiles, the musi-
cians, aged 20-35, played the national 
anthem and several tunes from popular 
Ukrainian folklore. 

The enraptured listeners were displaced 
people, enjoying the concert taking place 
on a marble staircase. They have been liv-
ing in the station since the invasion began 
on February 24, fleeing the war above and 
sleeping in old wagons. “When our heart is 
full, it helps us overcome difficult times,” 
said Sergiy Politutchy, director of Kharkiv 
Music Fest, one of the most prestigious 
music festivals in Ukraine. The concert was 
his idea, organized on the same day that 
the annual event would have begun. 

Despite the sounds of war, “music does-
n’t stop”, he said. “This mini concert is a 
symbol that light will overcome darkness, 
that the truth will triumph over lies... the 
organization was a bit complicated 
because of security, but we made it!” The 
musicians thrilled the audience with an 
extract from Bach’s Orchestral Suite No. 3 
as well as Dvorak’s humoresques. They 
then played a tune by Myroslav Skoryk-a 
Ukrainian composer who died in 2020 — 
which is often used by President 

Volodymyr Zelensky in his videos and mes-
sages posted on social media. 

 
‘Right track’  
Protected by armed guards, Kharkiv 

governor Oleg Sinegubov and the city’s 
mayor Igor Terekhov also attended the 
recital. “A month ago, we couldn’t have 
imagined that our soldiers and our soldiers 
could, hand in hand, protect the city,” 
Terekhov said. “In times of war, we work all 
together for victory, this concert shows that 
we are on the right track,” he added. 
Videos of professional cellist, Denys 
Karachevtsev, have been shared on social 
media where he performs in front of build-
ings destroyed by bombs, magical 
moments between frightening periods of 
ferocious Russian bombing. 

“It was just an idea, to be useful to my 
people, my country and my hometown. I 
love this city, its residents. Anything I can 
do to help, I will do it,” he told AFP. “People 
tell me my videos bring a little normality 
back to their lives. It’s important at this 
moment... We aren’t scared, we are strong, 
and everyone can help in their own way,” 
he added. Other Ukrainian musicians have 
also shared clips of hope on social media. 

Violinist Vera Lytovchenko in her shelter 
in Kharkiv, pianist Irina Maniukina in her 
damaged home near Kyiv or other mem-
bers of the opera in Odessa, in front of 
their rooms protected by sandbags. 
“Everyone came to my house for a single 
rehearsal,” beamed Tatiana Chukh, one of 
the violinists who performed at the subway 
concert. “In the first few days of the war, 
there was silence within me. Then I under-
stood that we must continue to live, for our 
ideals, for our country, for our future,” she 
added. “Playing our instruments is what we 
know best, we will do this in all circum-
stances,” she said, adding with a big smile 
and misty eyes: “Maybe it was the best 
concert of my life.”— AFP 

 

African mask sold 
for €4.2 million  
in France despite 
protest 

 

A
 carved mask from Central Africa, 
dating from the 19th century, was 
sold in France for 4.2 million euros 

$4.6 million) on Saturday, despite 
Gabonese protesters in the auction house 
calling for the item’s “‘restitution”. The rare 
wooden “Ngil” mask, used in ceremonies 
by the Fang ethnic people of Gabon, 
smashed its estimate of 300,000-400,000 
euros at the auction in the southern 
French city of Montpellier. “It’s a case of 
receiving stolen goods,” a man describing 
himself as a member of the Gabonese 
community in Montpellier exclaimed from 
the back of the auction room, surrounded 
by half a dozen compatriots. 

“We’ll file a complaint. Our ancestors, 
my ancestors, from the Fang community, 
we will recover this object”, the protester 
added, describing the mask as a “colonial 
ill-gotten gain”. Auctioneer Jean-
Christophe Giuseppi said the auction was 
“entirely legal”, as far as he was aware. 
Accompanied by security guards, the 
demonstrators left the auction hall calmly, 
but continued their protest against the 
sale of African works of art. Saturday’s 
auction also included a Congolese chair 
which sold for 44,000 euros.  With added 
costs and fees the total paid by the suc-
cessful bidder for the Fang mask was 
5.25 million euros, close to a record for 
such an item. In 2006 a similar Fang 
mask brought in 2.09 million euros at a 
Paris auction. — AFP 

Kristen Stewart 
felt ‘taller’ playing 
Princess Diana 
 
 

T
he 31-year old actress - who 
received her first Oscar nomination 
for her portrayal of the late royal in 

Pablo LarraÌn’s 2021 historical fiction film 
‘Spencer’ -  felt empowered playing the 
princess and the role made her believe 
she could bring people together, just as 
the beloved Princess of Wales did in her 
lifetime. She explained: “I felt this power. I 
felt taller playing her. I felt like I could bring 
people together. I felt like I could put my 
arms around people in a completely 
cheesy, conceptual, metaphorical, way. I 
mean it. Even if it was totally made up by 
me and something I was convincing 
myself of, her life helped me do that. And 
that felt good.” 

The movie is set shortly before Diana - 
who died in a car accident in 1997 - and 
Prince Charles separated, and although it 
depicted a “sad and tumultuous time”, 
Kristen still had a lot of “fun”. She told 
Britain’s OK! magazine: “What I take away 
from my experience of the film is mainly 
how much fun it was to do it. “This is a 
time that is hard, sad and tumultuous - but 
I was elated because I think Diana made 
me feel that way. 

“I think she made everyone feel that 
way. “Even though there are things we 
can’t know about her and she’s such a 
mystery, I think those are only the things 
in between. The way she communicated 
was so cryptic and sideways.” The 
‘Twilight’ star admits she has never con-
sidered herself worthy of an Oscar nomi-
nation. She said of the nod: “I was 
shocked. False modesty is the most 
embarrassing thing ever. I was stunned! 
I never saw myself in this realm. I don’t 
always say the right things, sometimes 
that is what does it - but I love this 
movie. I love the people that made this 
movie.”— Bang Showbiz 

 

Queen Elizabeth 
receives luxury 
golf buggy to help 
with mobility 
 
 

Q
ueen Elizabeth has taken delivery 
of a luxury golf buggy to help her 
move around in comfort. The 95-

year-old monarch - who has been using a 
walking stick at recent engagement after 
suffering with mobility issues - reportedly 
received the £62,000 four-seater cart two 
weeks ago and has already used it to trav-
el around the grounds of Windsor Castle 
with her beloved dogs. A source told The 
Sun on Sunday newspaper: “The cart 
arrived in the last fortnight. She and her 
aides have already used it. “Last week she 
took the dogs out in it for a tour around the 
private grounds. 

“Her Majesty is struggling with stiffness 
in her legs, so the cart is a perfect solution 
to getting her around. She’s been through 
a lot of physical battles recently with Covid 
and her back sprain, which would take its 
toll on anyone - let alone someone who 
turns 96 next month.” The 43mph electric 
cart was built by Danish firm Garia as part 
of a tie-up with Mercedes-Benz and is 
described as putting “many passenger 
cars to shame”. 

It has a range of 50 miles before its 
battery needs recharging and while she’s 
relaxing on one of the four brown leather 
seats, the queen can tuck into treats from 
its fridge, or check for weather updates 
and mapping on the tablet-style 10in 
screen next to the steering wheel. The 
buggy has “weather enclosure” doors 
and windows, so the monarch will be able 
to use it all-year round, and it also has 
headlights, 14in alloy wheels, a lockable 
boot, heated windscreen, cup holders 
and even Bluetooth speakers. The 
source added: “The cart is a new addition 
to the castle, and they all think it’s a great 
idea. It’s certainly fit for a Queen and 
hopefully it will help her fulfil her engage-
ments. “Everyone wants her to carry on 
for as long as possible being seen by the 
public.—BangShowbiz 

Musicians play for people living in a metro station used as a bomb shelter in Kharkiv during 
Russia’s military invasion launched on Ukraine. — AFP  

Queen Elizabeth 

This photograph shows a “Ngil” mask of the 
Fang people of Gabon which is estimated at 
300,000/400,000 euros. — AFP  
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