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SYDNEY: Wallabies star Tom Banks was hospital-
ized with a facial fracture as the ACT Brumbies
maintained their unbeaten start to the Super
Rugby Pacific season on a brutal weekend that saw
All Blacks fly-half Beauden Barrett suffer another
head knock.

The Brumbies edged Force 39-38 in Perth,
recovering after a controversial red card was given
to full-back Banks in the 29th minute for what
appeared to be an accidental head clash with Toni
Pulu. Force were trailing 20-3 at the time but after
being awarded a penalty try, they ran in another
three tries to one during the 20 minutes the
Brumbies were down to 14 men-new rules this sea-
son that mean a player sent off can be replaced
after that period has elapsed.

Once back to full strength, Dan McKellar’s men
clung on to bank their sixth straight win on the
back of a hat-trick from winger Andy Muirhead.
Brumbies coach McKellar said Banks didn’t

deserve a red card. “Deliberate foul play-throw
red cards at them all the time. But for accidents, for
god’s sake, we’re going to have accidents every
week,” he told reporters.

“Banksy is sitting in hospital now with a facial
fracture. I don’t think he deliberately went in to do
that. I think it’s ridiculous.” The win kept the
Brumbies top of the 12-team table on 26 points, four
clear of the Queensland Reds who silenced the
NSW Waratahs 32-20 in Brisbane. The Canterbury
Crusaders downed the Waikato Chiefs 34-19 to
retain third spot and seven adrift of the Brumbies
with a game in hand.

Fat lip, bleeding nose
The injury is likely to keep Banks out for some

time, with Barrett also being closely monitored
after leaving the pitch with blood pouring from his
nose during the Auckland Blues’ 32-25 win over
the Otago Highlanders in Dunedin. Barrett had

only just returned after a concussion suffered in a
Test against Ireland in November and was taken
from the field in the 41st minute after a high-speed
collision.

Blues coach Leon MacDonald said Barrett had “a
good fat lip and a bleeding nose” and they would
take no chances with him. “Hopefully it’s nothing too
much more than that, but we’ll have to track him and
see how he turns up,” he told reporters. Defeat con-
signed the Highlanders to a fifth straight loss.
“Rugby can be cruel sometimes and we’re catching
nothing at the moment,” said skipper Aaron Smith.

In Hamilton, competition heavyweights the
Crusaders got revenge against the Chiefs after nar-
rowly losing to them in round four. The game turned
on a devastating line break and try from Sevu
Reece with 23 minutes left after they led by just
three points at half-time. “Last time the Chiefs had
the better of it, dominated physically,” said
Crusaders skipper Scott Barrett. “We had to turn up

physically and I thought the boys showed plenty of
effort in that area.”

The Reds’ barnstorming season continued
against the ‘Tahs, clocking a fifth win from six
despite a red card for prop Dane Zander and a yel-
low for captain Tate McDermott, both at the same
time which left them two men short for 10 minutes.
Tries from Jock Campbell, Taniela Tupou, Fraser
McReight and McDermott, along with 10 points
from James O’Connor’s boot, saw them over the line.

In other games, Moana Pasifika beat the
Wellington Hurricanes 24-19 for their first win of
the season but fellow Pacific newcomers Fijian Drua
crashed 42-27 to the Rebels in Melbourne. Victory
was a massive relief for the Rebels, who snapped a
five-game losing streak this season. “I’m so proud-I
feel relief but also so happy for the boys,” coach
Kevin Foote said after the five tries to three win.
“It’s been a tough start for us but that was awe-
some.” —AFP

Brumbies edge Force 39-38 in Perth

Head injury concerns for Barrett, 
Banks as Brumbies stay unbeaten

An’s closing disaster 
leaves Dane Madsen 
with LPGA lead
LOS ANGELES: Denmark’s Nanna Koerstz Madsen
seized a three-stroke lead after Saturday’s third
round of the LPGA JTBC Classic after South
Korea’s An Na-rin closed with a triple bogey disas-
ter. The 27-year-old Dane, who won her first LPGA
title two weeks ago in Thailand in her 93rd career
start, fired a three-under par 69 to stand on 14-
under 202 after 54 holes at Aviara Golf Club in
Carlsbad, California. Back-to-back titles would
bring a huge confidence boost if she can manage
the feat, Madsen said.

“That would be really cool,” she said. “It will tell
me that I belong here, I belong in the winner’s circle.
It wasn’t just one time. So it will give me a lot men-
tally.” An was second on 205 after shooting 69 as
well but she had shared the lead with Madsen until
the final hole after a back-nine battle for the lead.
Madsen was the first Danish player to capture an
LPGA crown when she eagled the second playoff
hole to beat China’s Xiyu Lin for the Honda LPGA
Thailand title on March 13.

“I do think it’ll be easier going into tomorrow
with a lead than it was in Thailand, but going in with
a lead you still want to win, so you still have all
excitement in your body that you’ve got to control,”
Madsen said. Madsen birdied the par-3 third, par-5
fifth and par-3 sixth holes, but followed with a bogey
at seven and a double-bogey at the par-5 eighth.
That opened the door for An to grab the lead with a
birdie at the ninth, her fourth birdie of the front side.

Madsen rallied with birdies at the ninth and par-
5 10th to reclaim the lead and a bogey by An at the
12th hole gave Madsen a two-stroke edge. “It does
tell me that I’ve come a long way,” Madsen said
after her fightback. “Normally I probably would’ve
freaked out after eight. I was not happy with my

double bogey, but I knew there was a lot of chances
out there on the back nine as well. “So I just got to
continue doing what I was doing. I was still hitting
good shots. I just made two bad shots, and that’s
what happens.”

A rollercoaster finish
An eagled the par-4 16th to grab a share of the

lead. Madsen missed a 15-foot eagle putt at 16 but
tapped in for birdie, only to have An match her at
the top again with a birdie at the par-5 17th. While
Madsen was parring 17, An was melting down at the
par-4 18th. She missed the fairway, then bounced
her second shot off a left-side cart path, the ball
wedging against the root of a bush. After taking a

penalty, An’s drop left her just off the path with a
bush blocking her backswing. She smacked the ball
of the curb of the path and hit a golf cart only a few
yards up the concrete.

An punched her fifth shot onto the green, then
two-putted for triple bogey while Madsen, who
endured a long delay, made a routine par to finish
ahead by three. “Only made the mistakes on seven
and eight, but bounced back really quick from that,
so pretty solid round,” Madsen said. Sharing third
on 206 were Thailand’s Pajaree Anannarukarn,
Canadian Maude-Aimee Leblanc and world number
one Ko Jin-young of South Korea. Ko, the 18-hole
leader after an opening 65, fired a 70 for her 33rd
consecutive under-par LPGA round. —AFP

CARLSBAD: Nana Koerstz Madsen of Denmark on the fifth green during the third round of the JTBC
Classic presented by Barbasol at Aviara Golf Club on March 26, 2022. —AFP

Montpellier rally 
against Biarritz in 
Top 14 as tributes 
paid to Aramburu
TOULON: On an emotional afternoon,
bottom club Biarritz started furiously
against Top 14 leaders Montpellier but
could not sustain their energy and lost
37-22. As the funeral for murdered for-
mer player Federico Aramburu was tak-
ing place back in Biarritz, the team with
which he won two French titles took to
the field in Montpellier wearing t-shirts
bearing his photo. Biarritz took a quick
lead when winger David O’Callaghan
crossed after five minutes.

That marked the start of a five-try
first half. With lock Paul Willemse and

winger Gabriel N’Gandebe scoring for
the hosts and hooker Lucas
Peyresblanques and finally winger
Mathieu Hirigoyen for the visitors, who
led 22-14 at the break. Willemse added
a second try in the 49th minute. Louis
Foursans converted and then kicked a
penalty to put Montpellier ahead for
the first time. Foursans booted two
more penalties before converting a late
try by Kelian Galletier.

Montpellier cemented their grip on
top spot two points ahead of second-
placed Bordeaux-Begles who beat
Stade Francais 31-18. Biarritz remain
anchored to the bottom of the table, 11
points behind Perpignan who lost 27-22
at Pau. The match in Pau was not as
close as the final score suggested. The
hosts led comfortably through three tries
by Jordan Joseph before Piula Fa’asalele
and Genesis Mamea Lemalu salvaged
some pride for Perpignan with tries in
the last 10 minutes.

MONTPELLIER: Biarritz’s players gather in tribute by a portrait of late
Argentine player Frederico Martin Aramburu at warm up before the French
TOP 14 rugby union match between Montpellier and Biarritz at the GGL
stadium on March 26, 2022. —AFP

Johnson outguns 
Koepka in WGC 
Match Play duel
AUSTIN: Former world number one Dustin
Johnson recovered from an early deficit to defeat
Brooks Koepka and reach the semi-finals of the
PGA Tour’s WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play in
Texas on Saturday. Johnson relied on a red-hot
putter to battle back from two holes down early
on to grind out a 2-up victory over Koepka, who
had advanced to the last eight at the Austin
Country Club after eliminating current world num-
ber one Jon Rahm in the last 16 earlier Saturday.

The 37-year-old Johnson-a winner of the WGC
Match Play in 2017 — was forced onto the back
foot early on after four-time major winner Koepka
picked up birdies on the second and third holes to
go 2-up. Koepka’s lead was trimmed to one at the
turn after a disastrous three-putt on the par-3
seventh hole.

Johnson then drained a 14-foot birdie putt on
the 11th to tie it up, and kept the match all square
with a nerveless 12-footer on the 12th to save par.
With little to separate the two men down the
stretch, the deadlock was broken on the 15th when
Johnson brilliantly rolled in a 27-foot birdie putt to
take the lead for the first time in the match. After
matching each other par-for-par on the 16th and
17th, Koepka went to the par-4 18th knowing he
would need something special to force sudden
death. But it was Johnson who threw down the
gauntlet, crushing a drive 353 yards onto the
green to set up a birdie that sealed victory. “Felt
like I’m playing really good golf,” Johnson said
afterwards. “I like this golf course ... if you’re hit-
ting good shots, then you can shoot some good
scores. I like the way I’m hitting the ball right now.
“I feel like I’m controlling the golf ball pretty well.
I’m hitting a lot of quality golf shots and giving
myself a lot of looks. That’s what you’ve got to do
in match play.”

Scheffler eyes top spot
Johnson will play last year’s beaten finalist

Scottie Scheffler in Sunday’s semi-finals. Scheffler,
who eliminated defending champion Billy Horschel
in the last 16 earlier Saturday, advanced to the last
four with a 3&2 win over Ireland’s Seamus Power.
Scheffler clinched victory in spectacular fashion,
pitching in from 91 feet for an eagle three on the
par-5 16th. The Austin Country Club is a home-
from-home for the 25-year-old Scheffler, who
played regularly on the course during his college
career at the University of Texas.

“I think it’s fun. You can play some aggressive
golf, you can play conservative,” Scheffler said.
“There’s a few different ways you can kind of plot
your way around here. It gets challenging when it’s
this f irm and you’ve got the wind blowing.”
Scheffler is in blistering form this season with two
wins already on the PGA Tour at the Phoenix Open
and Arnold Palmer Invitational. A victory in Austin
could see him overtake Rahm as world number one.

On the other side of the draw, Kevin Kisner will
play Canada’s Corey Conners in Sunday’s other
semi-final after a comfortable 4&3 win over Will
Zalatoris. Conners advanced to the last four after
beating Mexico’s 15th seed Abraham Ancer 2 up.
Ancer had looked to be in blistering form earlier
Saturday after routing world number two and sec-
ond seed Collin Morikawa in the last 16. Ancer
roared into a 5-up lead after nine holes to set up
his 7&6 victory over the reigning British Open
champion. —AFP

AUSTIN: Ducks are seen on course as Dustin
Johnson of the United States and Brooks Koepka of
the United States look over their putt on the 11th
green in their quarterfinal match on the fourth day
of the World Golf Championships-Dell Technologies
Match Play on March 26, 2022. —AFP

Fatat Club Basketball team beat Gulf University 82-62 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Fatat Club Basketball team defeated Gulf
University 82-62 during their third round of Women

Basketball League. The second match saw Salwa Al-
Sabah team handing Fatayat Al-Oyoun a heavy loss
61-15. The Fatat and Gust match was competitive as
Jaidaa Al-Essa excelled and Fatat ended the first

quarter 23-14. Gust players improved in the second
quarter and had a score of 18-17 after the first half
ended 40-32. In the second half Fatat scored 42
points while Gust players scored 28 only.


