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US, Philippines kick off 
largest-ever war games7Half of Shanghai in lockdown 

to curb COVID-19 outbreak6 ‘CODA’ sounds bell at Oscars 
with historic best picture win12 Canada joy as Jamaica rout seals 

first World Cup berth since 198616

US, Mideast ministers hold 
unprecedented meeting

Jordan’s King Abdullah makes rare West Bank trip to meet Abbas 
SDE BOKER: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and the top diplomats of the Zionist entity and four 
Arab states wrapped up a landmark meeting Monday 
vowing to boost cooperation, which the Zionist entity 
said would send a strong message to its arch foe Iran. 
The talks brought together for the first time on Zionist 
soil the foreign ministers of the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Morocco - which all normalized ties with 
the Jewish state in 2020 - and of Egypt, a country for-
mally at peace with the Zionist entity since 1979. 

Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said that “this 
new architecture, the shared capabilities we are build-
ing, intimidates and deters our common enemies - first 
and foremost Iran and its proxies”. “They certainly 
have something to fear,” he said about Iran, a country 
the Zionist entity is fighting in a regional shadow war 
and which it accuses of seeking a nuclear bomb, a goal 
the Islamic republic denies pursuing. UAE Foreign 
Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan called the 
two-day gathering “historic” and said that “what  
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HOLLYWOOD, California: It was supposed to be 
a celebration of Hollywood filmmaking, but Will 
Smith hitting Chris Rock over a joke about his wife 
provided the evening’s most talked-about drama and 
a moment that will go down in Oscars history. 
Celebrities from Tinseltown and beyond reacted 
with shock and stunned amazement to Smith’s out-
burst, with some defending the best actor winner 
and others condemning his “toxic masculinity.”  

The 94th Academy Awards was in its final hour 
when actor and comedian Rock made a joke on 
stage about Smith’s wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, 
starring in “G.I. Jane 2” - apparently poking fun 
at her shaved head. Pinkett Smith, who suffers 
from alopecia, didn’t laugh and her 53-year-old 
husband stormed onstage, smacking Rock with 
an open hand before returning to his seat. 

Smith tearfully apologized to his fellow nomi-
nees and the Academy - but not Rock - a few 
minutes later as he accepted the Oscar for best 
actor for “King Richard”.  

“Love will make you do crazy things,” he said. 
He revealed that Denzel Washington had told 
him after the incident: “At your highest, that’s 
when the devil comes for you.” 
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Celebs shocked 
after Smith slaps  
Rock at Oscars

PARIS: The killing in action of several Russian gen-
erals and senior military figures in Ukraine has 
revealed the extent of the heavy losses and logistical 
problems encountered by Moscow’s invading army. 
According to Kyiv, seven Russian generals have been 
killed since the invasion was launched on February 
24, in what Western officials say would be an unusu-
ally high casualty rate among military top brass. 

It is not possible to independently verify this fig-
ure and official Russian sources have so far con-
firmed only the death of one general and another 

senior naval commander. According to the Ukraine 
defense ministry on Friday, the seventh Russian 
general to lose his life was Lieutenant General 
Yakov Rezantsev who was killed in fighting in 
Chornobaivka outside the southern city of Kherson. 

“I would treat these numbers with a grain of 
salt,” said Colin Clarke, director of research at the 
New York-based research think-tank Soufan 
Centre. “But whether it’s five or 15 generals, the fact 
that they are losing any generals at all demonstrates 
that Russian command-and-control is extremely 
weak and its lines of communication have been sev-
ered by Ukrainian military success,” he added. 

In a post on Telegram, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s adviser Mykhailo Podoliak 
described an “extraordinary” death rate among 
Russian generals and senior military figures. “This is 
a sign of total unpreparedness of the army,” he said. 

Continued on Page 6 

Deaths of generals 
expose Russia’s 
troubles in Ukraine

MALA ROGAN, Ukraine: A Ukrainian serviceman walks in this village east of Kharkiv after Ukrainian troops 
retook it on March 28, 2022. — AFP  

News in brief

Fire at new airport controlled 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) said on 
Monday that firefighters extinguished a fire that 
broke out at the new airport’s Terminal 2 (T2) 
construction site. The fire only caused material 
damage with no casualties reported. KFF said 
the fire broke out early in the morning in the 
building’s basement, ground floor and part of 
the first floor. — KUNA 

Turkey, Romania find floating mines  
 
ISTANBUL: Turkey on Monday said a second 
mine which could have come from Ukraine was 
discovered near its coastline, while Romania 
also said a mine had been found off its Black 
Sea coast. Russia had warned more than a week 
ago that some aged mines that Ukrainians had 
deployed in the Black Sea against its invading 
troops had become dislodged from their cables 
by storms and could drift as far as the Straits of 
Bosphorus and the Mediterranean Sea. — AFP 

Ameera: Sesame St’s newest Muppet  
 
KUWAIT: The newest Muppet is green, furry, 
loves science, uses a wheelchair, and is a 
refugee. Named Ameera, the character is debut-
ing on Ahlan Simsim, the version of Sesame 
Street that airs in the Middle East and North 
Africa and focuses on issues faced by refugees. 

HOLLYWOOD, California: US actor Will Smith slaps US 
actor Chris Rock onstage during the 94th Oscars at 
the Dolby Theatre on March 27, 2022.  — AFP  

(Left) Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani, Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, Morocco’s Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita and UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nahyan pose for a group photo following their Negev meeting 
in the kibbutz of Sde Boker on March 28, 2022. (Right) Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas welcomes King Abdullah II of Jordan ahead of a meeting in Ramallah in 
the occupied West Bank on March 28, 2022. — AFP  

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates on Monday 
urged Western countries to be “reasonable” in their 
expectations, underlining its commitment to the 
global OPEC+ energy alliance. The grouping of the 
13 members of the Saudi-led Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and their 
10 allies, including Russia, is an “alliance to stay”. 

“We always believe that whatever we do as 
countries, when it comes to production and this 
work, it needs always to stay out of politics,” 
said UAE’s Energy Minister Suhail Al-Mazrouei 
during an energy forum in Dubai. A surge in 
prices and supply fears since Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine last month have led to calls for OPEC 
to increase output. 

But the OPEC+ group plans to boost pro-
duction by just 400,000 barrels a day in April, 
the same pace as in past months. “Russia is an 
important member and, leaving the politics 
aside, that volume... is needed today, and unless 
someone is willing to come and bring 10 million 
barrels, we don’t see that... someone can substi-
tute Russia,” said Mazrouei. 

Mazrouei called for long-term investments in 
the sector and a more “reasonable” approach to 
a clean energy transition. “If Europe needs gas 
and needs gas quickly... they need to sit with the 
producers and they need to identify the require-
ments, and they need to be reasonable and real-
istic,” he said. Mazrouei also called for a “diplo-
matic” solution to the Ukraine war, warning that 
it was also impacting other commodities, includ-
ing food. — AFP  

UAE reaffirms OPEC+ 
commitment, says West 
must be ‘reasonable’


