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BRUSSELS: The European Union has described
Kuwait “as the most likeminded partners” in the
wider region after the first visit of EU High
Representative Josep Borrell to the Gulf state.
“For the European Union, Kuwait stands out as a
close and reliable friend, and one of the most like-
minded partners in the wider region,” said Borrell
after his meeting with top Kuwaiti government
officials, yesterday. 

In a statement, Borrell said he visited Kuwait to
further develop the bilateral partnership between the
EU and Kuwait, and to discuss regional conse-
quences of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. He
also discussed possibilities to enhance the regional
cooperation between the EU and the Gulf, and
engage in joint efforts to tackle global challenges
such as climate change and green energy transition. 

“To further enhance our partnership we have
identified cooperation on health, food security, edu-
cation, digital and green transition as our priorities
for the upcoming period,” said the EU’s top diplo-
mat, who met with His Highness the Crown Prince

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

“The ongoing energy diversification and transi-
tion to renewable energy sources, coupled with
recent efforts to terminate our dependency on
Russia, create a new momentum and open up a new
space for our cooperation with Kuwait,” he stressed
and recalled that Kuwait also plays an important role
in stabilizing the international oil market. Earlier this
month, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sponsored ceremonial
completion of state refiner, Kuwait National
Petroleum Company’s (KNPC) multi-billion dollar
clean fuels project. 

In the context of the “Russian invasion of
Ukraine,” Borrell appreciated Kuwait’s principled
stance in its reactions and voting on the United
Nations Resolutions condemning it and calling for its
immediate halt.” “The current situation makes our
partnership with the Gulf even more relevant,” stat-

ed Borrell, stressing the need for more international
unity in clearly rejecting any aggression and war. 

In his discussions with Kuwaiti senior officials
the EU High Representative said he also raised
regional issues and challenges such as nuclear talks
with Iran and humanitarian needs stemming from
ongoing crises in Syria, Yemen and Afghanistan.
Both sides assessed prospects of the Middle East
Peace Process, reaffirmed commitment to the two-
states solution and continued support for
Palestinian people. 

The EU top official called for cooperation in the
areas of food security, digital and green transforma-
tion as EU strengthens its partnership with Kuwait.
As a close and reliable friend and one of the most
like-minded partners in the region, Borrell indicated
that he sought to further develop the bilateral part-
nership between the European Union and Kuwait
and he discussed the regional repercussions of
Russia’s current military operations in Ukraine. 

His meetings with senior state officials dealt with
prospects for strengthening regional cooperation

between the European Union and the Gulf region,
and joint efforts to face global challenges such as
climate change and the transition to green energy. 

“To further strengthen our partnership, we have
to strengthen cooperation in the areas of health,
food security, education, digital transformation and
green as our priorities for the coming period. Russia
has established new momentum and opened new
horizons for our cooperation with Kuwait,” he said.
Borrell also praised the efforts of Kuwait in stabiliz-
ing the global oil market, stressing that they “play an
important role in this regard.” 

He pointed out that in his discussions with senior
state officials, he also addressed a number of region-
al issues and challenges, including nuclear talks with
Iran and humanitarian needs arising from the contin-
uing crises in Syria, Yemen and Afghanistan. He
added that the two sides also assessed the prospects
for the peace process in the Middle East. In the
meantime, they stressed their commitment to the
two-state solution and continued support for the
Palestinian people. —KUNA

EU: Kuwait most ‘like-minded partners’ in the region

Kuwait and EU strengthen partnership, 
call for digital, green transformations

KUWAIT: Commerce and Industry Ministry inspectors closed a store in Sharq area for violating the
law by displaying counterfeit goods. Inspectors confiscated a large quantity of bags and clothes
with famous labels.

More than 500 
cases of colorectal 
cancer annually 
KUWAIT: The head of the Association of Surgeons
and Rectal, Consultant General and Colorectal Surgery
at Mubarak Hospital Dr Abdullah Al-Haddad said on
Monday that there are about 500 cases of colorectal
cancer annually in Kuwait - stressing the importance
of conducting early examination to detect them -
which raises the rates of recovery. 

Dr Al-Haddad confirmed in a statement to Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) on the sidelines of the aware-
ness day held by the Medical Association in coopera-
tion with the Association of Surgeons and Proctology
at Mubarak Hospital on the occasion of the Cancer
Awareness Month. The hospital is keen to establish
such awareness activities to eliminate the disease. 

He pointed out the importance of awareness pro-
grams in preventing the spread of the disease and
eliminating it through exploratory examinations and
the work of endoscopy to discover small polyps in the
colon or rectum, indicating that when detected early,

they can be eliminated. He explained that awareness
includes educating the person on how to act upon dis-
covering any symptoms such as changes in the normal
activity of the intestines, flatulence, abdominal pain,
losing weight, stool changes, or health problems,
stressing the need to see a doctor for exploratory
endoscopy.

Dr Al-Haddad pointed out that the cure rates of the
disease depend on the stages of the tumor. He said that
colon cancer is a cancer that occurs in the last 15 cen-
timeters of the colon - indicating that in most cases,
colon cancer begins as a small mass of non-cancerous
cells called adenomatous polyp. After a period of time,
the polyps that formed turn into cancerous masses in
the colon. He added that these polyps may be accom-
panied by a very small number of symptoms.
Advancing, the cancer can penetrate into the colon
wall and spread to nearby lymph nodes or to other
internal organs, as is the case in all types of cancer. 

Adopting a lifestyle that includes a balanced diet
and physical activity increases the body’s immunity
rates to prevent cancer. This came in a press release
following the opening of the second annual conference
to combat colorectal cancer, which opened yesterday.
The head of the scientific committee of the conference
said that colorectal cancer cases have increased in the
past two decades.  —KUNA

Minister inspects new units at Amiri Hospital

KUWAIT: Kuwait Health Minister Dr Khaled Al-Saeed on Monday inspected the Day Care Unit and Children’s ICU at the Amiri hospital. The minister called for reorganizing of the Thunayan Al-Ghanim Gastro Center to enhance serv-
ices according to international standards and also Kuwait Vision 2035. The Amiri hospital’s administration briefed the minister during his visit on medical services and flow of work at the facility. —KUNA


